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FarmSudz Ribbon Cutting 
August 31, 2022

By: Matt Pegouskie
Q: What is the 5 

Healthy Towns Survey?
A: The 5 Healthy 

Towns Survey (5HF-
survey.com) is an op-
portunity for our com-
munities to influence 
how 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation (5HF) in-
vests in our communi-

5 Healthy Towns 
Survey Q&A

ties.  In the beginning 
of the foundation, 5HF 
worked with local part-
ners to conduct the 
BRFSS survey.  While 
the tool was helpful, 
it was 270+ questions 
long.  Our 5HF survey 
is 30 questions long and 
takes about 5 minutes.  

Dexter Cider Mill: 
A Local Treasure

Story and more photos on page 5. Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski.
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From: Mark Benjamin 
owner and designer 
of Bestmaze  mark@
bestmaze.com  

After 22 years of 
operation along I-96 in 
Williamston, Bestmaze 
will cease to exist after 
this season.   A $550 
million pipeline project 
going from Chelsea to 
Ovid will cross the farm 
in 2023 and take out the 
maze’s parking lot.  A 14 
feet wide by 8 feet deep 
trench will cut a mile 
long gash through the 
owners farm to install 
the new 36” diameter 
pipe and make opera-
tion of maze impractical 
for 2023 and 2024.  So 
this is your last chance 
to conquer a favorite fall 
activity of Mid-Michi-
gan.  Opening the 2022 
season on Friday Sept. 
16 the maze will run 
until Oct. 30.  The maz-
es ticket booth will be 
open Friday night’s 6-10 
pm, Saturday 1-10pm 
and Sundays 1-8pm.  
New this year will be an 
onsite app to track your 
progress via your phone.  
A “fog” will cover the 
map and disappear 
as you walk down the 
paths revealing where 
you have been but not 

Bestmaze Corn Maze 
FINAL SEASON - 

A cross state gas pipeline 
project  will put an end to Mid 
Michigan’s favorite corn maze.

the paths ahead of you.   
Bestmaze opened in 

2001 with a Great Lakes 
Theme carving a light-
house, freighter, and 
hot air balloon into the 
maze.  Other years they 
carved themes of space, 
dinosaurs, Smokey Bear 
turning 75, Cruise 
ships, knights and drag-
ons, The Wild West, 
King Tut, Pirates, Under 
the Sea, and more.  For 
the final maze theme 
Bestmaze is going out 
with a roar, VIKINGS!  
People will enter the 
maze and enter the Vi-
king Longship, then off 
through the maze to 
find Odin’s Raven, the 
Viking with his sword 
and shield.  Then into 
the three triangles and 
Thor's Hammer before 
exiting.   Customers told 
the owners to change 
their name to Bestmaze 
during the first year of 
operation.   The maze 
won several public “fa-
vorites” voting events 
for mazes over the years.  
Bestmaze is unique 
because they have un-
derground drainage 
and also hand rake all 
the trails to shed water.  
Even after a heavy rain 
the trails are not muddy 

while other mazes are a 
mud bog. The maze is 
designed and installed 
by the owner; not hired 
out to an out of state 
company that cuts maz-
es all over the nation.  

Upon news spread-
ing on Facebook of the 
last season, past guests 
are already sending 
messages of sorrow to 
hear the maze will end.   
Bestmaze has been a fall 
tradition for families 
as well as a surprising 
number of first dates.  
The maze has also been 
the scene of a few mar-
riage proposals, family 
reunions, office par-
ties, birthday parties, 
youth groups and col-
lege events .  Many say 
they are making a spe-
cial effort to attend this 
year for one last tour 
through their favorite 
corn maze.   Customers 
are encouraged to see 
www.bestmaze.com for 
more info.

A new food truck 
will be onsite and all 
food truck profits will 
fund the truck to be-
come a traveling soup 
kitchen for areas hun-
gry this winter.
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Savings in
Chelsea

Ahead of the 
Curve, a project of 
Catholic Social Ser-
vices that connects 
caregivers and older 
adults with resourc-
es, will be changing 
its name as it enters 
its next phase. The 
new name, Senior 
Resource Connect, 
was chosen after re-
ceiving feedback from 
two community focus 
groups last December.

Other aspects of 
this next stage include 
conducting an acces-
sibility audit of the 
website, expanding 
the agencies listed on 
the Online Senior Re-
source Directory, and 
shooting new training 
videos for the Good 

Ahead of the Curve Project 
Unveils New Name

Neighbor Training, 
which walks commu-
nity members through 
signs of elder abuse 
and how to support 
vulnerable members 
of their community.

The Senior Re-
source Connect proj-
ect aims to make 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty an aging-friendly 
community by help-
ing traditional care-
givers and community 
members connect iso-
lated older adults with 
existing community 
resources before a cri-
sis occurs. The web-
site (SeniorResource-
ConnectMI.org) hosts 
a searchable online 
resource directory 
listing more than 500 

county-wide resourc-
es, the Good Neigh-
bor training, an on-
line quiz to help older 
residents and their 
caregivers get con-
nected with resources, 
and a blog that covers 
topics related to aging, 
community resources, 
and Covid programs. 
A community calen-
dar was added to the 
website last fall. The 
calendar showcases 
upcoming events and 
activities for older 
adults and caregiv-
ers such as support 
groups, educational 
programming, and 
social outings orga-
nized by local com-
munity agencies.

Senior Resource 

Connect is a program 
of Catholic Social 
Services of Washt-
enaw County and is 
open to all people in 
Washtenaw County. 
Catholic Social Ser-
vices of Washtenaw 
County, a leader in 
providing services to 
older adults for over 
60 years, strives to 
help people live safe, 
meaningful, and in-
dependent lives with a 
focus on stewardship, 
acceptance, dignity, 
and caring for the dis-
advantaged. For more 
information, visit us 
at www.csswashten-
aw.org. Additional 
support is provided 
by the Area Agen-
cy on Aging 1-B and 

the Michigan Health 
Endowment Fund 
(Healthy Aging. We 
all have a role to play 
in building a more 
aging-friendly com-
munity. More infor-
mation can be found 
at SeniorResource-
ConnectMI.org or 
by emailing Rachael 
Dawson-Baglien at 
rdawsonbaglien@css-
washtenaw.org.

About Catho-
lic Social Services of 
Washtenaw County

The mission of 
Catholic Social Ser-
vices of Washtenaw 
County is to help peo-
ple live safe, meaning-
ful and independent 

lives with a focus on 
stewardship, accep-
tance, dignity, and 
caring for the disad-
vantaged. For more 
information visit us at 
https://csswashtenaw.
org/

Contact informa-
tion:

Name: Rachael 
D a w s o n - B a g l i e n , 
Ahead of the Curve 
Project Manager

O r g a n i z a t i o n : 
Catholic Social Ser-
vices of Washtenaw 
County

Address: 4925 
Packard Road, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48108

Phone: (734) 971-
9781, Ext. 390
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS FOOTBALL

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

BRET CLEMENTS 
BATH 

INVITATIONAL
BATH, MICHIGAN  - 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 
(HUMID & SUNNY)

 

Chelsea’s Varsity 
runners took home an 
award this Saturday at 
the Bret Clements Bath 
Invitational for coming 
in third place out of 13 
teams.  Six runners in 
the Varsity race also 
earned medals: Nata-

lia DeMea, Sam Beiber, 
Trilian Krug, Lauren 
Thompson, Julia Kause 
& Seren Angus.  In the 
Junior Varsity race, 
Chelsea’s team took 
9th out of 14 teams and 
Audra Guthre earned 
a medal.  The runners 

continue to work hard 
in practice and that 
work is paying divi-
dends.  We are excited 
to continue to build on 
our success at our first 
SEC meet this Wednes-
day at Ella Sharpe Park 
in Jackson!

From: Josh Lucas
The Bulldogs trav-

eled to Jackson on Fri-
day September 9 and 
won 17-0, scored 17 
points in the 2nd half.

Lucas Dawson hit 
Hunter Sciacktano for 
a 34 yard TD.

Reagan Plank had 
1 rushing TD.

Hunter Sciacktano 
had a FG.

BULLDOGS GET THE WIN IN 
2ND HALF AGAINST JACKSON

Chase Lay, and 
Jason Skoczylas had 
INTs.

The Bulldogs host 
Pinckney this Friday 
night, September 16 at 
home. Go Dawgs!!

Photos By Crystal Meads
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 ➢ continued from page 1

Each Fall, since 
joining Guardian news-
papers as a writer, I’ve 
headed to the Dexter 
Cider Mill.  Michigan’s 
oldest continuously op-
erating cider mill, in 
my backyard and re-
porting area has been a 
real treat.   132 years of 
authentic oak press and 
local Michigan apples 
make for a delicious un-
pasteurized treat.  

Two of my children 
eagerly decided it was, 
“take my children to 
work day.”   We headed 
to the Cider Mill on a 
drizzly Sunday morn-
ing.  Though the leaves 
and the grass remained 
relatively green, the 
cool air and light rain 
gave fall vibes, sweater 
weather, and everything 
about visiting a Cider 
Mill right.  

My daughter imme-
diately recognized the 
Mill as we pulled up. It’s 
become a Fall tradition 
for us for most of her life.  
She remembered the 
caramel apples from the 
past and began request-
ing one as I put the car 
in park.   As we walked 
toward the entrance the 
sweet smell of apples 

Dexter Cider Mill: 
A Local Treasure

drifted around us.   We 
walked in and surveyed 
the shelves.  Michigan 
honey, syrup, and local 
BBQ sauce was abun-
dant. I selected a gallon 
of cider, and walked 
around the corner to 
survey the fresh baked 
goods under the glass.  
Apple turnovers and 
cinnamon rolls coated 
generously in frosting 
were mouth-watering 
and tempting.   The 
first person to offer to 
help us with our selec-
tion, much like life in a 
small town was the lit-
tle sister of one of my 
son’s classmates. We re-
quested a caramel apple 
and a dozen cinnamon 
sugar donuts. The bag 
holding the donuts was 
still warm, which felt 
like a special treat.  So 
fresh they’re still warm!     
A donut rarity.   We 
walked down the stairs 
to the left of the build-
ing to enjoy our donut 
and apple in front of 
the Huron River.   As in 
years prior, the smells 
of pastries being baked 
covered the picnic table 
area next to the Huron 
River.  With the sweet 
smell of fruit and the 
smell of baked goods, 
bees were present.   We 
enjoyed the most im-

possibly soft and fresh 
donut I've ever eaten.  
We enjoyed the local 
beauty and felt grateful 
that this was our local 
cider Mill.  I mentioned 
to my son that this cider 
would be illegal in many 
states.  A friend moved 
for a job and in Fall not-
ed how disappointing 
the cider was because 
cider had to be pas-
teurized by law in her 
state.  I know the reason 
for pasteurization is to 
remove disease-caus-
ing bacteria, viruses, 
and parasites.   But, as 
a person who regular-
ly eats unpasteurized 
farm fresh eggs, I am 
not a big worrier about 
pasteurization.   With 
Cider, pasteurization 
involves heating the 
cider, which results in 
a change in flavor and 
often it involves the ad-
dition of preservatives.  
Thankfully, we have the 
option.   I enjoy the 132 
year old process and its 
results.  

If you want to learn 
why the Dexter Cider 
Mill was featured on 
the Food Network’s Will 
work for Food, stop by, 
3685 Central St. Dexter, 
Michigan 48130 Wed- 
Sunday 8 am-5pm don’t 
forget to bring cash or 
your checkbook, 130 
years ago, people didn’t 
pay with Mastercard 
and they still don’t  at 
the Dexter Cider Mill.    
There is an ATM on site.  
If you’ve never been, 
2022 seems like a great 
year to start a new tra-
dition in Fall.  

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com



Page 6Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian September 16, 2022    

 ➢ continued from page 1

FarmSudz Ribbon Cutting 
August 31, 2022

Q: What will 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation learn from this 
survey?

A: The results will 
help us understand your 
greatest wellness needs, 
and what’s changed 
since 2020.  For in-
stance, we will learn 
what communities and 
demographic groups 
(seniors, youth, those 
who are alone…) may 
need, like nutrition, fit-
ness, or mental health 
resources. We want to 
know what connects 
you to your community, 
so we can fortify those 
places and organiza-
tions. Mostly we will 
learn how we can help 
you stay or get well. 

A: Didn’t we just 
take the 5 Healthy 
Towns survey? 

Q: We issued the 
first 5 Healthy Towns 
survey in 2020.  We 
used the results of those 
surveys to select prior-
ities for our Regional 
Planning Process, and 
to help guide your local 
Wellness Coalition in 
their granting process-
es. 

Q: Why should 
I participate in the 5 

5 Healthy 
Towns Survey 

Q&A
 ➢ continued from page 1 Healthy Towns survey 

again? 
A: 5 Healthy Towns 

Foundation spends 
more than $1,000,000 
per year in our 5 healthy 
towns. We want to spend 
it on things that make a 
difference to you, and 
we’d like to know how 
that’s changed since 
2020.

Q: Who should 
complete the survey? 

A: Anyone over age 
18 living in the Chel-
sea, Dexter, Grass Lake, 
Manchester and Stock-
bridge school districts. 

Q: Can more than 
one person in my house-
hold take the survey?

A: Yes! In fact we 
hope every person over 
18 in your household 
and in the community 
will take the survey.

Q: Are my answers 
confidential?

A: Yes. We will only 
look at the information 
according to ‘demo-
graphics’. We won’t tie 
individual data to any-
one – not even those 
who provide contact 
information in order to 
be in the drawing de-
scribed at the end of this 
Q&A. 

Q: Will you tell us 

what you learn from the 
survey?

A: You can count 
on it. We will report 
back in an upcoming is-
sue of Connected, with 
your local wellness coa-
litions, and other com-
munity organizations. 
Or you can call us and 
we’ll talk to you about 
what we learn. 734-433-
4599.

Q: What if I don’t 
have a computer/inter-
net?

A: You can access 
the survey with your 
smart phone by scan-
ning the QR code locat-
ed on the adjacent page, 
or go online with any 
device, at any hotspot, 
to www.5HFSurvey.
com.  

Q: What else do I 
need to know?

A: Provide con-
tact information and 
you’ll be entered into a 
drawing for one of five 
prizes (one for each 
community), after the 
survey wraps up in late 
November.  In addition, 
we will draw one name 
on November 1st to 
see who wins two tick-
ets to the Detroit Lions 
– Jacksonville Jaguars 
game on December 4th.

From: Dan DePew, 
Owner, Mikey & Me

Statement from 
Dan DePew: “It is with 
great pleasure I can an-
nounce the reopening 
of the Mikey & Me ken-
nels effective Thursday, 
September 15th. 

We will have our 
first two homeless dogs 
arriving on Thursday 
evening. I will share 
photos and everything 
we know about these 
dogs by early the fol-

Chelsea’s Mikey & Me 
Kennels to Re-Open

lowing week. 
It takes us a few days 

to review their records, 
understand their tem-
peraments, overcome 
any fear they may have 
after being transport-
ed, and to make sure 
they are ready for Meet 
& Greets. It can also 
take time to make sure 
they’ve been spayed/
neutered, updated on 
vaccinations, tested 
for heart worm, suc-
cessfully introduced 

and socialized with the 
members of our volun-
teer team, etc. 

I would like to 
thank all of our 4000+ 
FB followers for your 
patience and under-
standing, and for 
sticking with us over 
the past year. Without 
your support, our ef-
forts would be in vain.

More to come, 
along with how you 
can help, in the near 
future.”
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly 
Summary

Incident #: 22-2873

Location: 700 block of S. Main Street

Date: September 10, 2022

Time: 7:34 pm

INFORMATION: 
While at the station an 
officer received a tele-
phone complaint re-
garding the larceny of 
a cell phone. The com-
plainant stated that the 
cell phones last known 
location was at a facil-

ity in the 700 block of 
S. Main Street on Sep-
tember 8, 2022 and the 
phone was discovered 
missing shortly there-
after. The complainant 
stated that she was able 
to track the location of 
the phone to an area 

hospital in the Detroit 
area and then later to 
a residence in the City 
of Detroit. The case was 
closed pending any fur-
ther investigative leads 
on a potential suspect.

Maurice Imhoff, 
candidate for MI House 
District 46 (D-Jack-
son), has officially been 
endorsed by Attorney 
General Dana Nessel. 
HD-46 consists of the 
communities of Jack-
son, Chelsea, Black-
man Township, Summit 
Township (parts of), 
Leoni Township, Grass 
Lake Township (parts 
of), and Sylvan Town-
ship.

“Attorney General 
Nessel has been a vital 
leader in the fight for 
continuous progress in 
Michigan over the past 
four years,” said Imhoff. 
“I am proud to have 
the endorsement of 
someone who focuses 
on worker’s rights and 
fights for kitchen table 
issues, like the safety of 
our seniors and most 
vulnerable populations. 
When I get to Lansing, 
I am looking forward to 
partnering with Attor-
ney General Nessel to 
deliver for the people of 
house district 46.”

As the first person 
in his family to grad-
uate high school, Im-
hoff knows the value of 

Maurice Imhoff Receives Endorsement 
of Attorney General Dana Nessel

hard work, overcoming 
adversity and persever-
ance. He’s already been 
a trailblazer: Imhoff 
was named a City Com-
missioner for the City 
of Jackson at the age 
of 18, making him the 
youngest commissioner 
in city history. Imhoff 
plans to fight for poli-
cies in Lansing that will 
promote quality public 
education, improve our 
local infrastructure, ex-
pand worker’s rights, 
and protect healthcare 
rights. This election is 
a historic opportunity - 
at 20 years old, Imhoff 
is already the youngest 
person running for state 
office in Michigan and, 
if elected, will be the 
youngest state legislator 
in Michigan’s history.

“I enthusiastically 
endorse Maurice Imhoff 
for House District 46,” 
Nessel said. “He’ll bring 
fresh energy and ideas 
to the job of serving his 
district. He’ll fight for 
infrastructure improve-
ments and better access 
to affordable housing 
and healthcare, while 
working to bolster the 
local economy and pro-

tect the environment.”
A former criminal 

prosecutor and civil 
rights attorney, Nessel 
was sworn in as Mich-
igan’s 54th Attorney 
General on

January 1, 2019. 
Since taking office, Nes-
sel has created a num-
ber of new consumer 
protection units in the 
Department of Attorney 
General and has spent 
her career protecting 
the rights of our most 
vulnerable, including 
seniors, women, and 
children. As Attorney 
General, she has taken 
on wealthy corporations 
for price gouging and 
polluting our air and 
water; helped secure the 
will of Michigan vot-
ers; fought to lower the 
cost of insulin and oth-
er prescription drugs; 
forcefully prosecuted 
rape, sexual assault, and 
domestic violence; and 
defended reproductive 
rights for all Michigan-
ders. Learn more about 
her campaign at www.
dananessel.com.

Paid for by the 
Committee to Elect 
Maurice Imhoff.


