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Michael Kapolka looking forward
to new role as Superintendent of
Chelsea Schools
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com
Chelsea Guardian
recently had the pleasure of speaking with
Michael Kapolka about
his new role as Superintendent of Chelsea
Schools. Read on to
learn more about him
and how he feels about
his new venture!
Chelsea
Guardian: You were formerly
the principal of Chelsea High School, what
made you decide to
come back as Superintendent?
Mike Kapolka: I
was blessed with the
opportunity in 2007
to be hired as an assistant principal at Chelsea High School. Our

family moved to the
area shortly thereafter and we have been
active members of the
Chelsea
community
ever since. When the
Superintendent position in Chelsea became
available, I jumped at
the opportunity to potentially return to the
district that has provided so much to me.
CG: Is there anything you hope to accomplish with the district as Superintendent?
MK: We have been
very fortunate to have
outstanding community support for the
Chelsea School District. Over the course
of the past two years,
continued on page 6

Chelsea Area Historical
Museum Events to Shine a
Light on Local History
From: Shawn
Personke
The Chelsea Area
Historical
Society
and Museum plans
two September events
to share information about Chelsea’s
unique architectural
ancestry.
First up, “Insid-

ers Look at the Old
Mack/New Agricole
Building."
Joe Ziolkowski,
Chelsea
developer
and visionary, will
share how he and
his wife Abby Hurst
transitioned an old
historic building to a
beautiful new busi-

ness home.
While doing so,
however, Ziolkowski
was able to preserve
much of the building’s history, which
began in 1903 as a
manufacturing site
for the Welch car.
He’ll share the stocontinued on page 8

Chelsea Community Foundation Awards
$84k in Grants to Four Chelsea Nonprofits

From: Doris Galvin,
D&B Strategic
Marketing
The Chelsea Community
Foundation
(CCF) is providing
grants totaling $83,796
to four local Chelsea
Nonprofits.
Organizations re-

ceiving grants are:
Chelsea Athletic
Boosters in support of
an outdoor training
facility to be used by
Chelesa student athletes - $25,000.
Chelsea District Library in support of the
continued on page 2

Chelsea Community Foundation Awards
$84k in Grants to Four Chelsea Nonprofits

➢ continued from page 1
mobile library that will
increase community
access to staff, technology, and services $25,000.
Chelsea Education
Foundation in support
of software expenses
associated with ongoing donor management, including alumni - $8,856.
Chelsea Senior Citizens Activities Center
in support of a program to reduce the social and physical isolation that senior people
experience - $24,940.
The process for
grant awards begins
with applicants registering with CCF, including information
about financial reviews
and audits to ensure the
efficacy of the applying organization. The
application is then reviewed by Greg Yankee
Program Director and

ultimately presented to
the Chelsea Community Foundation Advisory Committee. The
requests are fully vetted
and the CCF Advisory
Committee then recommends the awards
to the Community
Foundation for Southeast Michigan who
takes action at their
board meeting. CCF is
an affiliate of the Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan.
The application and
grant award timeline is
typically four months
from the application
deadlines which are
twice per year - February 15 and August 15.
Board Chair Anne
Mann said, “These
grants will be truly appreciated by many in
our community. They
also show the value of
building an endowment for Chelsea that
can support the local
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community in ways
that will truly help to
maintain a sustainable
community.”
Chelsea
District
Library Director, Lori
Coryell shared, “We
have been considering
the concept of a mobile
library since I came to
Chelsea seven years
ago. Today, we are beyond excited that it is
actually
happening.
We wanted to create a
mobile library experience that replicates
as many of the bricks
and mortar library experiences as possible,
without the bricks and
mortar. We appreciate the support of the
community, it has been
overwhelming, from
all of the townships,
the city, and all of our
patrons.”
Virginia Krueger,
Communication Coordinator, shared “The
first mobile library

was created in 1905
for Washington County Public Library in
Maryland. It was as
important then as it is
today, to reach as many
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people as possible to
encourage
literacy.
Mobile CDL builds on
this tradition of public libraries bringing
books and interpersonal connections, but includes so much more.
Onboard technology
will allow it to act as
a roving hotspot with
mobile office solutions
for those communities
who do not yet have
broadband access.”
Chelsea Community Foundation relies on
the generosity of donors in the Chelsea area
to realize its mission.

Donors who are interested in supporting are
encouraged to do so by
contacting Randy Ross,
rross@cfsem.org
or
313.946.2867 or visit
www.chelseafound.org.
For 27 years, the
Chelsea Community
Foundation has been
providing
financial
support to nonprofit
organizations through
a wide variety of activities benefiting education, arts, and culture,
enrichment programs
for children and seniors, training for caregivers, outdoor trails in
the community, leadership development, capacity building, health
and human services,
community development, and civic affairs.
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Chelsea Hospital sponsors a second Mood Lifters for Seniors
mental health program at the Dexter Wellness Center

From: Marie Knoerl
Starting on September 6, Dexter area
community members
65 years and older will
have the opportunity to participate in a
novel mental wellness
program specifically
adapted for seniors by
University of Michigan researchers. The
in-person group is
being offered through
the Dexter Senior
Center at a minimal
cost, thanks to generous sponsorship by
Chelsea Hospital as a
part of the hospital’s
response to increasing
mental health needs
in Michigan communities and concerns
related to access to
effective, accessible,
timely care.
Mood Lifters answers those concerns.
Mood Lifters is a novel
mental wellness program for people who
are ready to make pos-

itive changes in their
lives. This includes
those dealing with
stress, anxiety, depression, difficult relationships, and more. Mood
Lifters offers proven,
research-based strategies for group members to apply to their
own situations and to
reach their individual
goals.
The
isolation
caused by the pandemic has hit seniors’
mental
well-being
especially hard. One
survey from July 2020
showed that nearly
50% of adults 65 years
and older felt that their
mental health was
negatively influenced
by coronavirus-related worries. To address
this, Mood Lifters
worked with a team of
researchers from the
University of Michigan to design Mood
Lifters for Seniors –
a 14-week program

specifically
tailored
to the needs of adults
ages 65+ to address
challenges commonly
faced in later life. “My
20 years of clinical experience has helped
shape every chapter
of Mood Lifters for
Seniors as a guide for
successful aging.” Dr.
Susan M. Maixner;
Director,
Geriatric
Psychiatry Program,
at the University of
Michigan and Mood
Lifters Member.
Chelsea Hospital
has elected to provide
Mood Lifters because
of its evidence-based
strategies and data-demonstrated effectiveness. On average,
members have shown
significant reductions
in anxiety, depression
and stress, and better
sleep,
relationships,
and positive emotions.
In the words of a former member: “Mood
Lifters has helped me

more than decades of
therapy. It provided
ways for me to deal
with serious changes in my life that may
have otherwise devastated me.”
University
of
Michigan
Professor of Psychiatry and
Psychology,
Patricia Deldin, Ph.D.,
Founder and Creator
of Mood Lifters said,
“Chelsea Hospital is
demonstrating their
forward-looking vision by providing evidence-based
mental-wellness care to
Dexter area seniors
with this second group
of Mood Lifters for Seniors in the 5 Healthy
Towns service area.”
The Mood Lifters
program works differently than a therapy or support group.
Each week, a trained
peer-leader leads discussion around a specific,
science-based
strategy around behavior, thoughts, emotions, physical health,
and social connection.
Over the following
week, group mem-

bers will try to use
the strategies covered
in each meeting into
their day-to-day life.
The support and ideas
from a group of peers
is just another ingredient in the recipe
for improved mental
health.
Mood
Lifters
members often refer to
the program as a class
and say that working
with peer leaders in
their group is their
favorite aspect and
find it to be “a supportive place to learn
new skills to help cope
with the stress that life
brings.” Local area resident, Amy Heydlauff,
has experienced the
Mood Lifter program
and puts it another

way. "Mood Lifters
isn't just for talking it
through. It's learning
how to impact your
own mood. Learning
how to take action and
fix the things weighing
you down."
The full 14-week
program of Mood Lifters for Seniors is being offered in person
at the Dexter Wellness Center starting
on September 6th for
only $25 to residents of
Dexter and surrounding communities, aged
65 and older. Call the
Dexter Senior Center at (734)426-7737
to register or reach
out via email to info@
mood-lifters.com for
more information.

Savings in
Chelsea
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CHELSEA
ATHLETICS
ON THE SIDELINE:
OLD WEST WAGONS, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY,
THE TONIGHT SHOW AND JACKSON, MICHIGAN

By Don Richter
drichter101@comcast.net
Here’s a little quiz.
What do the following topics all have
in common?
— Wagons of the
California Gold Rush
of 1849 and of the
Old West’s pioneer
Manifest Destiny.
— The Pro Football Hall of Fame and
a Super Bowl champion.
— A U.S. Ryder
Cup golf team member.
— The Tonight
Show and a Star of
the Hollywood Walk
of Fame.
— An outdoor
music festival second
only to Woodstock in
total attendance.
— A No. 1 song
later covered by musical legends such as
Ella Fitzgerald, Louie
Armstrong and Patsy
Cline.
— The first ever
coney dog restaurant.
— The oldest continually in use train
station in America.
— The formal
birthplace of the Republican Party.
— And a varsity letter jacket Block
J taken to the moon
and back by a local

The sign inside Jackson’s Coney Island
restaurant billing itself as the “Birthplace
of the original coney dog.” The restaurant
opened in 1914.
NASA astronaut.
Well?
What do you
think?
Drum roll, please.
The answer is they
all owe their existence
in some way, shape
or form to the city of
Jackson, Michigan.
Wait, what?
Yes,
Jackson,
Michigan.
As some of you
might know if you’ve
read this column over
the years (thank you
to those five or six
people), I’m a huge
history buff. Every
so often I like to focus on a certain city
or area of the state of
Michigan and delve
into its history.
Recently, Jackson
has been in my history crosshairs.
Jackson
was
founded in 1829. The
city was named after
Andrew Jackson, our
nation’s seventh president. With a city proper population of close
to 35,000 and a metropolitan population
of just over 100,000,
Jackson is one of the
largest cities in central

Part of the 34-foot tall stone wall and guard
tower at the original site of Jackson State
Prison. Opened in 1839, Michigan’s first
prison was at one time the world’s largest
walled prison with over 6,000 inmates.
Chelsea Guardian

southern lower Michigan. Located between Ann Arbor and
Battle Creek, Jackson
is the seat of Jackson
County.
The past few
weekends I’ve traveled to Jackson to visit some sites and try
to experience history
firsthand.
I was pleasantly
surprised that the 34foot high stone walls
of the state of Michigan’s first prison were
still standing and, I
might add, looking
as imposing and sturdy as ever. Opened
in 1839, the Jackson
State Prison would
soon become the
largest walled prison in the world, with
over 6,000 inmates.
What I found unique
and interesting about
the prison was that
the inmates built
wooden wagons that
were of such quality
and so highly thought
of they were used
in great numbers by
those seeking fortune
during the California
Gold Rush of 1849
and by those Old
West pioneers hoping
for a better life during
Manifest Destiny and
westward migration.
Who
would’ve
thought
Jackson,
Michigan and the Old
West were related?
Not me.
I visited one of
the state of Michigan’s
finest high school
football complexes in
Dungy Field at Withington Stadium in
Jackson. Dungy Field
is named for Jackson
native and Pro Football
Hall-of-Famer
Tony Dungy. As a
player, Dungy won a
Super Bowl with the
Pittsburgh Steelers,
while with the Indianapolis Colts, he
became the first African-American head
coach to win a Super

Bowl.
Jackson
native,
Dave Hill was a member of the 1969 U.S.
Ryder Cup golf team.
Hill also won 13 PGA
tour titles during his
illustrious career, including a fifth-place
finish at the 1970
Masters Tournament.
Hill’s brother Mike,
also a Jackson native, had three PGA
tour wins. The Hill
brothers are arguably
the greatest golfing
brother duo in state
of Michigan history
and one of the best in
national golf history.
Another Jackson
native, Jack Paar was
the second-ever host
of the Tonight Show.
Paar followed original host Steve Allen

The boulder at the “Under the Oaks” site in
Jackson, Michigan. The boulder marks the
location where the first formal meeting of the
Republican Party was held in 1854.
and preceded Johnny Carson on the
Tonight Show. One
of the most popular
entertainers in the
nation during his

prime (1950s through
1960s), Paar was later
honored with a Star
on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame.
continued on page 9

CHELSEA BULLDOGS
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

GIRLS CROSS
COUNTRY TRACK
RESULTS

From: Laura Lutz
“We had a great
first meet in this fun
event with our relay
teams taking the top
two spots and the othAugust 26, 2022

er relay team just a few
places behind them.
All five of our runners
in the open race earned
medals for being in the
top 15 with two run-

ners taking the second
and third place spots.
We have a strong group
and are excited for our
season!”
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Kosmic Koala

Photos Courtesy of Kosmic Koala
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com
Sara is not just a
run of the mill flighty
hippy chick. Sara is a
serious intellectual with
experience and training
that puts many in her
field to shame. I met
Sara at her company
booth at a yoga retreat

in Chelsea. Sara owns
Kosmic Koala. She was
selling chocolates that
had added healthy ingredients. Since suffering a stroke, the health
benefits of mushrooms
have been on my radar.
I’ve heard that pharmaceutical companies are
even researching the

health benefits of magic mushrooms on Parkinsons, Alzheimers,
and Depression. Sara
wasn’t selling magic
mushrooms, but rather
Lion's Mane, Reishi and
the legal Eastern Medicine Arsenal.
When I think of
mushrooms I think

earthy, spongy and delicious when covered
in ranch on a salad or
cooked in butter and
slathered over a steak.
Sara created such delicious treats one would
never know they were
eating healthy food, or
mushrooms at all. I
ate a chocolate bar and
a twix cup that felt indulgent and was even
more enjoyable, knowing that they provided
health benefits compared to the chocolates
purchased at a gas station.
Sara studied bioelectromagnetism,
neuroscience,
yoga,
meditation,
medical
biochemistry, food science and nutrition. She
has her Masters of Science in Nutrition. She
is also a raw food chef
and instructor.
Other services offered by Kosmic Koala:
natural healing, gong
baths, and cook books
written by Sara.
I was able to have
a wonderful chat with
Sara, earlier last week.
When my son joined
the Peace Corps, my
anxiety for his safety
led me to study herbalism. I had no idea

what simple medicine
he would have access
to. I learned what ailments the weeds in my
yard may cure; itch,
wound recovery, and
minor skin conditions.
It made me aware how
many plants are edible
and useful. To be clear,
if you are not sure, never tempt fate! I laughed
nervously as I told her
I saw all the wild violets in my yard this
year and explained I
picked them and made
jam out of them. Sara
explained that wild violets are actually useful
in medicine. It’s always
nice to speak to someone that understands
the collection of weeds
and doesn't act as if
you're strange. Sara
mentioned casually that
most pharmaceutical
medicine has its roots
in plants, which is true.
And if it’s growing wild
and free, why not use it
first?
If you are looking to
utilize natural resources to improve health,
visit Sara’s online store.
As a person who has
suffered a stroke, I understand and value the
importance of brain
function and will do

what I can to try and
keep mine healthy as
I age. I ordered shilajit because it contains
fulvic acid which has a
number of health benefits including improved
memory. I’m not certain if the positive effects have been studied
by the medical community, or FDA. Sara also
offers nutrition services
and does so with a natural slant. But if that
seems like a bunch of
woo to you, just order
her treats. Her chef
training comes through
so well you won’t care
if it’s got added health
benefits or not. I don’t
eat chocolate cake because of the health benefits, I eat it because…
yum! Sara utilizes as
many local ingredients
as she can. Kosmic Koala utilizes roses Sara
collected herself while
gardening. If you’re
looking to support a
local business and want
to focus on health and
wellness, Kosmic Koala
is a local gem, not to be
missed. I’d start in the
seasonal treat shop and
go from there. Visit her
website at https://www.
kosmickoala.net/.

Senior Moments: Working Together Means
More Services for Seniors

From: Mary Gretchen
Zale
(This article is
provided to Chelsea
Guardian by a collaboration between the Silver Solutions Network
and the Chelsea Senior
Center.)
In
June
2022
Chelsea Senior Center (CSC) was awarded a grant from the
5-Healthy Towns Foundation for a collaborative program to provide
special services and
activities for eligible
Chelsea seniors. The
program will expand
in the next two years to

seniors participating in
the Dexter, Grass Lake,
Manchester, and Stockbridge Centers.
The expansion of
this exciting new program in support of individuals experiencing
cognitive change and
memory loss will increase needed services
to more seniors in Chelsea, as well as ultimately
to those in neighboring
communities. Its mission is to create, “Dementia Friendly Communities” providing
activities, education,
and support for both
individuals suffering

from memory loss, as
well as their caregivers.
Individuals living
with significant cognitive changes and serious
or increasing memory
loss often suffer from
isolation. They lose
friendships, stop exercising and participating
in previous social interactions—while dealing
with confusion, fear,
and changing memory
functions.
Caregivers (generally unpaid family
members) also share
in the isolation while
struggling to understand the scope and
ramifications of the
cognitive changes they
are witnessing—as well
as focusing on providing quality care for
their loved ones. Significant lifestyle changes
for the caregivers, including sacrificing time
with family members,
friendships, and social
or work activities critical to their own mental

health.
'Remain engaged
and active' tops the
Alzheimer's Association’s list of strategies
for people coping or
caring for someone
dealing with dementia.
Formed in 1980, the
Association is the leading voluntary health
organization in Alzheimer's care, support, and
research.
Working together
is a winning formula
for everyone. Dementia
Friendly Communities
don’t let individuals or
their caregivers struggle alone.
To learn what Dementia Friendly Communities
provide,
watch for more details
in the coming months
regarding the components of this new area
program, including:
Connections
Memory Cafe-a fun
time out and about,
enjoying time together
away from the stresses

at home. For individuals living with cognitive changes and mild
memory loss PLUS
their caregivers. Lunch,
games, and activities
for all to enjoy. Now
underway at the Chelsea Senior Center.
Chat to Heal: A
Caregiver Group Support Program-a group
for caregivers to talk,
support, and share resources with people
who are living with the
same struggles. Now
underway at the Chelsea Senior Center.
Brain & Body
Wellness Workshop-a

way for people living
with cognitive changes
and mild memory loss
to connect with others, have fun, and learn
strategies to strengthen body and mind,
and improve quality of
life. Lunch is included.
Starting in September
and through October,
this eight-week course
will resume in January
2023.
All Memory Support Programs are
open to anyone in the
community. However, space is limited. To
register, call or email
CSC.

Michael Kapolka looking forward to new role
as Superintendent of Chelsea Schools

➢ continued from page 1
pandemic learning has
been challenging to
navigate for many of
our students, families
and staff. As we head
into this school year,
our focus for the district will be on resetting and refocusing our
efforts centered on the
academic, social and
emotional growth of
our students.

CG: Any work that
Dr. Helber was doing
that you'd like to continue to do?
MK: Dr. Helber was
the driving force behind CSD's expansion
of Career and Technical
Education opportunities for our high school
students. As we review
current programming
and look towards innovative options for our
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students, CTE will remain at the forefront of
those efforts.
CG: What changes
should parents and students expect to see this
year in the district?
MK: Thanks to
our community's support, the 2019 bond
work is well underway. Parents, students
and staff will see newly
paved parking lots at

North Creek and South
Meadows. North also
received new carpeting
throughout the building and South received
new interior classroom doors. At Chelsea High School, each
classroom has received
flexible classroom furniture that replaces the
original furniture from
1998.
CG: As a parent of
August 26, 2022

two school aged children during our recent
disruption from learning, the last thing anyone wants to see is any
future disruptions. Do
you have a plan in place
to address the spread
of illness within the
school?
MK: We are very
fortunate to have two
full time nurses in our
district that are in con-

stant contact with the
County
Washtenaw
Health
Department.
We will continue to
share best practices
and recommendations
from the WCHD with
families so that they
can be equipped with
up-to-date information
so that they can make
the best possible decision for their family.
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Chelsea Area Historical
Museum Events to Shine a Light
on Local History

➢ continued from page 1
ry of how he collaborated with the city
and state for funding
from various sources
to create Agricole, an
asset for the city and
shoppers, said Jan
Bernath, president of
the Chelsea Area Historical Museum.
“This is a winwin story about Joe's
tenacity and collaboration,” said Bernath.
“It’s a good model for
future projects that
involve our historic
buildings.”
Following Ziolkowski’s
Monday,
September 12, at 7
p.m presentation at
the Chelsea Depot,
attendees will walk
over to tour the main
floor of the Agricole’s
home in the Mack
Building.
Registration for
this
program
is
through email (president@chelseahistory.org) or by phone
(734.476.2010). The
event is free for CAHS
members. A $5 donation is suggested for
non members.
Later
in
the
month, the CAHS is
partnering with the
Chelsea District Li-

brary for a program
designed to help
homeowners discover the stories of their
homes.
“Become
a House History
Sleuth” will be held on
Tuesday, Sept. 27, at 6
p.m. in the library’s
McKune Room.
“We get so many
people asking for
the histories of their
homes,” said Bernath,
“and
unfortunately, we just don’t have
the volunteers that
could do this type of
research. And that’s
how we came up with
this idea: We should
show people how
they can do their own
sleuthing.”
She adds that people should know the
process can be long,
but it is a labor of love
and can be so satisfying.
Co-presenter
Shawn
Personke,
communications
chair for the museum,
agrees.
After several years
of fits and starts, Personke found most of
the answers she was
looking for… and
many surprises.
“It was a lot of
work, but so worth it.”
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“We discovered
our
home
built
around 1911 by the
Kantlehner
family.
We found that the
oldest living Civil
War veteran died in
our home. And that
the owners of the
Grove dime store
lived there for 30
years,” Personke said.
“Perhaps
more
fun, though, was
trolling through the
old Chelsea newspapers where I found
out that ‘our neighbor’ Mr. Staffan added
a bathroom to their
Main Street home in
1913. And our other
1913 neighbor, Mr.
Richards ‘had a cement floor poured for
his carriage house.’”
At this workshop,
Personke, Bernath,
and the Chelsea District LIbrary’s Gabrielle Hopkins will
share tips and resources for uncovering details such as
prior owners, when
a home was sold, aerial views of property
throughout the years,
anecdotal stories of a
neighborhood, and
telephone numbers
for prior residents.
Registration for

"Become a Home
History Sleuth” is
through the library’s
website, www.chelseadistrictlibrary.org
or by visiting the library.
The mission of the
Chelsea Area Historical Society is to gather
and preserve Chelsea
area history, educate
the public, and promote the restoration
and preservation of
historic buildings and
sites for future generations. The museum
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is located in the 1853
Boyd House, at 128
Jackson St., across
from the Chelsea Depot. For more information, visit www.
chelseahistory.org or
call 734.476.2010.
Insiders Look at
the Old Mack/New
Agricole Building
Monday, September
12, 7 p.m.
At the Chelsea
Deport
Registration is
requested via
email (president@

chelseahistory.
org) or by phone
(734.476.2010).
The event is free for
CAHS members.
A $5 donation is
suggested for non
members.
Become a Home
History Sleuth
Tuesday, Sept. 27, 6
p.m.
Chelsea District
Library
Registration
required at
chelseadistrictlibrary.
org
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ON THE
SIDELINE:

OLD WEST WAGONS,
THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY, THE TONIGHT
SHOW AND JACKSON,
MICHIGAN

➢ continued from page 4
Just a few minutes
outside of Jackson,
the three-day Goose
Lake
International
Music Festival has
been hailed as “Michigan’s Woodstock.” In
the counter-culture
days of 1970, during
August 7 through 9,
over 200,000 music
fans from all over
Michigan and the
country attended the
Goose Lake festival.
Those
attendance
numbers reportedly are second only to
Woodstock. Performers included Jethro
Tull, Joe Cocker, Bob
Seger, The Stooges,
Brownsville Station,
Mitch Ryder and the
Detroit Wheels, Chicago and the MC5 to
name but a few of the
festival’s headliners.
Hughie Cannon,
piano player and
songwriter at Jackson’s Conrad Deidrich’s Saloon, penned
a No. 1 hit song in
1902 called “Won’t
You Come Home Bill
Bailey.” Cannon and
Bailey were friends
and Cannon drew inspiration for the song
by conversations he’d
have at the saloon
with Bailey about his
marital troubles with
his wife Sarah. Since
then, the song has
been covered by multiple singers including Ella Fitzgerald,
Louie Armstrong and
Patsy Cline.
Last weekend, I
visited the first-ever
coney dog restaurant
in the state of Michigan. Located in Jackson and opened in

1914, the restaurant
touts itself with a sign
inside the premises as
“The birthplace of the
coney dog.” I ordered
two coney dogs, fries
and a Pepsi. I asked
the waitress if the
place was really the
birthplace of the coney dog. She hesitated
for a second, pointed
to the sign and said,
“Of course.”
The coney restaurant is next door to
the oldest continually
in use train station in
America. The Jackson
Train Station opened
in 1841 and, it’s said,
helped bring about
the first coney dog
restaurant since hungry passengers and
rail workers needed a quick, easy and
good-tasting
food
option nearby before
hopping back on the
train and heading
to their destination.
While visiting last
weekend, I decided to
check out the inside
of the building. The
interior of the train
station is gorgeous
and is like stepping
back in time. In my
humble opinion, the
Jackson Train Station
is a hidden historical
gem in the city.
Situated
smack
dab in the middle of
a Jackson neighborhood surrounded by
houses and trees is a
boulder with a plaque
on it. The place is
called “Under the
Oaks.” The plaque,
in part, says the site
the boulder sits on is
the place of the first
formal meeting of
the Republican Party
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on July 6, 1854. It’s a
pretty amazing site.
I’ve seen photos of
multiple U.S. presidents
throughout
the decades visiting
the site and standing
next to the boulder.
To stand next to the
boulder myself earlier
this month knowing
that former President
Dwight D. Eisenhower stood in the exact
same spot 70 years
or so ago was pretty
cool.
Finally,
inside
Jackson High School
is a Block J that has
literally gone to the
moon and back. Al
Worden, a 1950 graduate of Jackson High
School and a NASA
astronaut who was
part of the three-man
crew of the Apollo 15 moon mission
in 1970, placed the
Block varsity letter J
in his space suit pocket as he piloted the lunar module around
the moon. After successfully returning to
Earth, Worden came
home to Jackson and
presented the high
school with the interstellar Block J. The
school letter now sits
proudly in a frame
on a wall in Jackson
High School. I think
it’s one of the coolest and most unique
historical
artifacts
and stories in state of
Michigan history.
Jackson, Michigan?
I hardly knew ya.
It was nice “meeting you” these past
few weeks…

Chelsea Police
Department
Weekly
Summary
Incident #: 22-2380
Date: August 15, 2022
Location: 1600 block of S. Main St.
Time: 2:51 pm
INFORMATION:
While on routine patrol an officer was dispatched to the 1600
block of S. Main Street
for the report of a
counterfeit currency
complaint. The complainant reported that
the previous day, August 14th at approxi-

mately 5:00 pm the shift
manager was “counting
down” a cash drawer
and found a counterfeit
hundred-dollar
bill.
The counterfeit bill was
turned over to the complainant and he initiated the contact with
the police to report the
incident the following

day. The officer took
possession of the counterfeit bill and logged
it into evidence. The
complainant is in the
process of obtaining
the surveillance footage of the suspect. The
case is closed pending
any further leads on a
potential suspect.

Incident #: 22-2420
Date: August 17, 2022
Location: 200 block of E. Middle St.
Time: 11:47 pm
INFORMATION:
While on routine patrol officers responded
to the 200 block of E.
Middle St. for the report of an Assault that
had just taken place.
Upon arrival the victim
told the officers that she
had recently met a male
and female couple, who
were only acquaintances of the victim. While

August 26, 2022

visiting, the male subject had become intoxicated and was thought
to not be able to drive
safely. At some point in
the evening an altercation took place and the
male suspect, a 39-yearold Grass Lake man
proceeded to headbutt
the victim in the nose/
face causing an obvious facial injury. The

suspect then reportedly
fled the house with his
girlfriend. At the time
of the report, it was unclear where the suspect
may have been going.
The victim reported to
police that she did not
wish to pursue criminal
charges against the suspect for the assault.
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