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Story on page 2.
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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing  doris@
dandbmarketing.
com

Chelsea Education 
Foundation (CEF) is 
50% of the way to their 
goal of raising $8,000 
for the second annual 
Grad Year Fundrais-
ing Campaign. The 
campaign ends June 4 
- Graduation Day for 
Chelsea’s class of 2023!

The Grad Year 
Fundraiser celebrates 
the Class of '23 and all 
future Chelsea School 
District graduates. It  
 continued on page 8

Story and more photos on page 9. Photos by Aimee Bingham Osinkski.

Chelsea High School 
Celebrates Class of 2023
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 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Shawn 
Personke

Chelsea may be fa-
mous for Jiffy Mix, the 
Purple Rose Theatre, 
and its thriving art 
and restaurant scene, 
but there’s more to the 
city's story. This sum-
mer the Chelsea Area 
Historical Society un-
packs both the famous 
and infamous in their 
inaugural walking 
tour, “Boozy History 
of Chelsea: Saloons, 
Pubs & Bars,” on Sat-
urdays, June 10 and 17.

Tour leader and 
organizer, Jasen King, 
is excited about the 
museum’s new “pub 
crawl.” Working with 
former board member 
Cary Church’s research 
and museum volun-
teer Mary Keaton, he 
found a deep well of 
stories dating from 
the 1850s through the 
1990s, highlighting a 
wild and free-flowing 
past filled with politi-
cal intrigue, gambling, 

Chelsea History Museum 
Walks Back to Era of Taverns, 

Pubs, and Prohibition
murder, and hours-
long fist fights.

"Chelsea has a fas-
cinating history,” said 
King. "Much of the 
past has been forgot-
ten, but this tour will 
tell the stories of legal 
and illegal drinking, 
tavern escapades, the 
temperance move-
ment and prohibition, 
and how the landscape 
and demand for alco-
hol morphed into to-
day’s sensibility.”

King said that, at 
times, the rules and 
regulations were less 
stringent, but some-
times state politicians, 
like Frank Glazier, 
took a local and strong 
hand in solving the 
drinking and gam-
bling problems of their 
era.

CAHS board pres-
ident and Chelsea na-
tive, Jan Bernath, re-
calls the “bar scene” 
growing up in the 
1940s and ‘50s. She’s 
looking forward to 
learning more about 

the how things were in 
early Chelsea history.

“I always thought 
Seitz's on West Middle 
Street was the only bar 
ever in town,” said Ber-
nath.  “When the idea 
came up to develop a 
historic pub crawl, I 
was all in. I’m thrilled 
with the new tour and 
the stories and secrets 
behind Chelsea's fa-
miliar storefronts that 
are still standing.”

Because much of 
the walking event takes 
place in the city’s so-
cial district, the tour 
includes stops for bev-
erages. Walkers will be 
able to stroll with their 
beverage of choice. 

Tickets and more 
info about “Boozy 
Chelsea: Saloons, Pubs 
& Bars” are available 
via Eventbrite. Ad-
mission is $20 for the 
90-minute tour, with 
discounts for muse-
um members. Combo 
tour and membership 
tickets are available for 
$25. 

By: Laura Perkins, 
Laura Perkins Animal 
Behavior, Chelsea

It’s already been a 
hot summer and we’re 
just getting into June!  
Michigan has so many 
water-centered activi-
ties to offer from swim-
ming to kayaking or 
paddle boarding. Shar-
ing these activities with 
your canine companion 
can be great fun. But it’s 
important to introduce 
them to the water care-
fully so that they learn 
to enjoy it. 

Before starting with 
any water activity be 
sure to obtain a well fit-
ted life jacket for your 
dog. Even good swim-
mers can tire out or en-
counter surges of cur-
rents that can be very 
dangerous. Another 
safety tip is to observe 
your dog and prevent 
her from swallowing 
or inhaling too much 
water. Using a bumper 
or frisbee for fetch is 
better than a tennis ball 
because less water can 

Doggie Paddling!

enter their mouths pas-
sively. 

When you are ready 
to try some water time 
with your dog here’s 
some steps to consider;

1. Choose an area 
that is easy for them to 
get in and out of with 
either solid steps or a 
gradual beach. Choose 
an area that is quiet and 
free of other stressors in 
the environment. For 
example if your dog is 
afraid of strangers - find 
a time to go when there 
aren’t going to be people 
around! 

2. Don’t force in-
teraction with the water. 
Instead offer a game of 
tug or catch in the very 
shallow part of the wa-
ter. 

3. Don’t bribe with 
treats. Instead offer 
treats *after* they en-
ter the water. This is so 
that they are confident 
about getting their feet 
wet rather than doing 
so with hesitation just 
to get the food. 

4. Stay close to 

them, keep on leash (a 
long leash can be help-
ful) until you are sure 
they can swim well. 

5. Continue to 
move into deeper water 
with them as they seem 
ready. 

6. Once they are 
swimming you can try a 
game of fetch but don’t 
throw the toy further 
than you are willing to 
go to get it yourself! 

7. If you want to 
try kayaking or paddle 
boarding with your dog, 
introduce them to the 
equipment on dry land 
first. Then try jn shal-
low water where you 
can easily help them to 
be stable or get on and 
off of the board/boat. 
As their confidence be-
comes clear you can try 
a short paddle or ride. 
Be sure to watch them 
closely and end the ride 
if they seem nervous 
- you can try again an-
other day. 

Enjoy the summer 
with your pups!



Page 3Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian June 9, 2023    

Savings in
Chelsea

From: Steve Fetyko
After an extensive 

national search, the 
United Methodist Re-
tirement Communities 
(UMRC)-Porter Hills 
Foundation Board of 
Directors is pleased to 
announce the appoint-
ment of Kelli Smith, 
CFRE as the Founda-
tion’s next President & 
CEO. The UMRC-Por-
ter Hills Foundation 
is the fundraising arm 
for Brio Living Services 
(formerly UMRC & 
Porter Hills). Smith will 
lead the UMRC-Por-
ter Hills Foundation 
team in its fundraising 
initiatives to support 
older adults, including 
the Foundation’s cor-

UMRC-Porter Hills Foundation 
Announces New President & CEO
Kelli Smith Takes Helm of UMRC-Porter Hills Foundation to 

Serve Older Adults Across the State  
nerstone—Benevolent 
Care—as well as Team 
Member Support Ser-
vices, Life Enrichment 
programming for older 
adults, and capital and 
growth opportunities 
for the organization.

“The UMRC-Porter 
Hills Foundation Board 
of Directors and I are 
delighted to announce 
Kelli Smith as the Foun-
dation’s next President 
& CEO,” said Brio Liv-
ing Services President 
& CEO Steve Fetyko, 
who has been serving 
as the interim President 
& CEO for the UM-
RC-Porter Hills Foun-
dation. “Kelli is an ac-
complished fundraising 
professional with expe-
rience in the healthcare 
and education fields in 
both the Detroit and 
Grand Rapids areas, 
which Brio Living Ser-
vices serves. She has a 
demonstrated track re-
cord of leadership and 
fundraising success as 
well as building success-
ful relationships and 
programs.”

Smith comes to the 
Foundation with more 
than 25 years of phil-
anthropic experience in 
healthcare, education, 
aquariums, zoos, and 
botanical garden sec-
tors. She most recent-
ly served on John Ball 
Zoo’s executive team 
as Chief Development 
and Engagement Offi-
cer. She spearheaded an 
$18.5 million campaign 
in this role and led 
teams responsible for 
philanthropy, market-
ing, government affairs, 
community engage-
ment, and membership.

UMRC-Porter Hills 
Foundation Board 
Chair, Jacqueline D. 
Taylor, Ph.D., said, 
“Kelli’s background in 
healthcare, her com-
mitment to the aging 
population, and her 
outstanding experience 
in leadership across the 
state will be invaluable 
to our UMRC-Porter 
Hills Foundation.”

Current Founda-
tion board member 
and incoming Board 

Chair, Catherine “Reez-
ie” DeVet added, “I am 
thrilled to have the op-
portunity to partner 
with Kelli who is such a 
gifted and experienced 
professional. She will 
be instrumental in our 
mission and success 
in serving older adults 
across Michigan.”

Smith led major and 
planned gift efforts to 
complete a multi-mil-
lion-dollar campaign 
as Director of Philan-
thropy at Saint Mary’s 
Foundation, Mercy 
Health. Originally from 
southeastern Michigan, 
she began her career in 
public health with the 
Oakland County Health 
Department. Her ex-
perience includes pro-
gressively more respon-
sible roles at Beaumont 
Health Foundation, the 
American Heart Associ-
ation, Detroit Country 
Day School, and Uni-
versity Liggett School. 

Committed to civic, 
professional, and com-
munity service, Smith 
serves on the Grand 

Rapids Chamber’s Cre-
ate Great Leaders Coun-
cil (CGL), the Board of 
Directors for the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center, 
Immediate Past Board 
Chair of the National 
Association of Charita-
ble Gift Planners, and as 
a member of the Board 
of Directors of the East 
Grand Rapids School 
Foundation. 

“Raised closely with 
amazing grandparents 
and great-grandparents, 
advocating for vibrant 
aging has long been a 
personal mission and 
now a professional one. 
I am honored to take the 

helm as President and 
CEO of UMRC-Porter 
Hills Foundation and 
work alongside a stellar 
team and community 
dedicated to sustaining 
and improving the qual-
ity of life of aging adults. 
With adults 65 and old-
er projected to outpace 
births in the U.S. by 
2034, the Foundation’s 
mission is more critical 
than ever,” said Smith.

Smith will begin her 
duties as UMRC-Porter 
Hills Foundation Presi-
dent & CEO on June 26, 
2023.
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD

On Tuesday (5/30) 
afternoon, the Chel-
sea Girls Track & Field 
Team competed at the 
Larry Steeb Meet of 
Champions. In order 
to compete at the Meet 
of Champions, athletes 
needed to meet or ex-
ceed high standards set 
in each of the events. 
Thus, the competition 
was highly competi-
tive with a total of 43 
schools represented (29 
Division I schools, 7 Di-

2023 GIRLS T&F LARRY STEEB MEET 
OF CHAMPIONS SUMMARY

vision II schools, 4 Di-
vision III schools, and 
3 Division IV schools). 
Overall, we continued 
to rise to the occasion 
as a team. We set 6 per-
sonal records and 2 re-
lay season bests as well 
as earn 6 medals in 14 
of the events contested 
in. Also, we had athletes 
continue to make the 
All-Time Top Ten Indi-
vidual and Top 5 Relays 
Lists.

Highlights:

• Anna Brant had 
a big throw in the shot 
put with a distance of 
35’ 4” (a PR).

With her throw last 
night, she is 7th all-time 
in the shot put.

• Madeline Collins 
tied her PR in the high 
jump with a height of 
4’ 10”. She placed 5th in 
the event. Also, Made-
line competed in the 
long jumped (14’ 10”) 
and placed 8th.

• Carley Grabarczyk 

placed 7th in the 100m 
dash with a time of 
12.79 and she also ran 
a fast, anchor leg of the 
4x100m Relay, out lean-
ing a competitor at the 
end.

• Natalia DeMea pla- 
ced 8th in the 1600m run 
with a time of 5:32.97. A 
solid performance in the 
heat.

• Ceci Bayer placed 
3rd in the Freshman 
1600m run with a time 
of 5:40.06 (a PR). She al-

most out kicked the 2nd 
place competitor.

• Senior Brooke Mat- 
usik ran a 17.19 (a PR) 
in the 100m Hurdles. 
Also, she ran her third 
fastest time of the sea-
son in the 300m Hurdles 
with a time of 51.74.

• Senior Laney Smith 
and Junior Eva Dewaele 
both ran two fast splits in 
the 4x100m and 4x200m 
Relays to help lead these 
relays to top finishes.

• Specifically, the 

4x100m Relay, com-
posed of India Barney, 
Eva Dewaele, Laney 
Smith, and Carley 
Grabarczyk, placed 2nd 
with a season best time 
of 50.37. They are now 
ranked 5th all-time in 
the 4x100m Relay in 
school history.

• Also, the 4x200m 
Relay, composed of 
Laney Smith, Eva De-
waele, Cris Hurtado, 
and Brinna Wenzel, 
placed 3rd with a time 
of 1:49.30, a season best.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS TRACK AND FIELD

On a hot Tuesday 
evening, the Chelsea 
boys track and field 
team took a small group 
of athletes to Dexter’s Al 
Ritt Field for the Larry 
Steeb Meet of Cham-
pions. The Steeb meet 
is a long standing tra-
dition of Washtenaw 
county and showcases 
the area’s top track and 

5/30/23 CHS TRACK TEAM MEET SUMMARY 
@ LARRY STEEB MEET OF CHAMPIONS

field talent. This was a 
non-scoring event that 
awarded medals to the 
top 6 performers in each 
event. It was a smooth 
meet that saw some of 
the state’s best talent 
going into the state fi-
nal meet this Saturday. 
Highlights include:

• Connell Alford 
placed 2nd in the 1600 

M run with a time of 
4:22. Connell is cur-
rently seeded 4th in the 
1600 at the state meet. 
Note: the 3 guys ahead 
of him are all from our 
region. Connell was 
also named the male co-
track athlete of the year 
of the Washtenaw area 
at this meet, sharing the 
title with Ann Arbor 

Huron’s Braxton Brann.
• Drew Sherwood 

placed 6th in the 100 
M dash with a time of 
11.25 seconds.

Drew will run the 
100 at the state finals on 
Saturday.

• Jackie Dell ran a 
personal best 1:59.77 
in the 800 M dash. This 
time places him with-

in a little over a second 
away from breaking the 
top 10 all time list for 
Chelsea in the 800.

• Linus Helzerman 
ran a personal best in 
the 1600 M run with a 
time of 4:56.

Breaking 5 minutes 
in the 1600 is a huge 
accomplishment, espe-
cially for a freshman!

The dogs will travel 
to Forest Hills Eastern 
High School in Ada, 
Michigan for the MH-

SAA Lower Peninsula 
Division 2 State Finals 
on Saturday, June 3rd. 
Alford will compete in 
the 1600 and 3200, both 
of which he is ranked in 
the top 4 for the meet. 
The 4x800 team will 
also compete in the 
meet. Sherwood will 
run the 100, while Jacob 
Nelson will compete in 
the adaptive 100, 200 
and shot put.

To conclude the 
2023 track season, the 
Chelsea track team took 
7 guys to Forest Hills 
Eastern High School in 
Ada to compete in the 
Lower Peninsula, Divi-
sion 2 state finals. It was 
a sweltering, 90 degree 
day that tested even the 
most disciplined ath-
letes.

The dogs scored 
6 points at the meet, 
which saw the best 
track talent in the state.

Highlights for the 
dogs include:

•Connell Alford 
was the lone All-State 
performer for the Chel-
sea squad. Alford ran a 
smart race in the 1600 
with a time of 4:21, 

2023 LP D2 STATE FINAL MEET SUMMARY 
FOR THE CHELSEA BOYS TRACK TEAM

placing 8th. Alford also 
placed 4th in

the 3200 by run-
ning a personal record 
of 9:19. We are all proud 
of Connell’s achieve-
ments!

•Jacob Nelson com-
peted in the 100, 200, 
and shotput. Jacob had 
a personal record in 
the 100 (27.28), tied 
his personal record in 
the shot put (6’ 6”), and 
had a respectable 200 
(57.71). Jacob was not 
alone this year as an 
adaptive athlete, Jillian 
Romanyk from Sturgis 
competed at the meet 
as well. Jacob was the 
first, and only, athlete 
to compete at the divi-
sion 2 state finals when 

he competed in the 100. 
Now, the state is seeing 
a massive increase in 
wheelchair and ambu-
latory athletes compet-
ing on their high school 
track teams. We are 
proud of Jacob for help-
ing pave the way for the 
future of track and field 
in the state of Michigan.

•The 4x800 team of 
Jackie Dell, Bram Hart-
suff, Beckett Boos, and 
Leo Swager ran an 8:20 
and finished 24th over-
all. This team compet-
ed hard and every guy 
on the team ran either 
a personal best in the 
event or close to a per-
sonal best. We made the 
decision to pull Alford, 
who ran this at the re-

gional meet, from the 
relay so he could focus 
on his individual races. 
Leo stepped in and ran 
a great race. Jackie and 
Bram went sub 2:05 
for their legs of the re-
lay and competed hard 
as the first 2 legs of the 
relay, putting us in great 
position in our heat. 
Beckett Boos, one of 
the few freshmen at the 
meet, ran like an upper-
classman and showed 
that he is one the elite 
freshmen in the state.

•Drew Sherwood 
ran a great race in the 
100, but didn’t make it 
out of the prelims with 
an 11.36. In order to 
make finals, the cut off 
time was below 11 sec-

onds, which is almost 
.2 seconds away from 
Drew’s personal best. 
This closes out an in-
credible sprinting ca-
reer for Drew. Drew 
holds the 3rd fastest 100 
and 200 times in the 
past 15 years at Chelsea 
just behind Berkley and 
Bailey Edwards. Drew 
also ran on 3 all-region 
relays this year that all 
placed 3rd and almost 
made it to the state 
meet. We are all proud 
of Drew and his incred-
ible career at Chelsea.

The track and field 
program would like 
to thank our admin-
istration at Chelsea, 
the parents of our stu-
dent-athletes, and the 
community of Chelsea 
for their support this 
season in giving our 

kids the best possible 
experience at Chelsea. 
We want to thank Brian 
Boos, Alex Stacey, and 
all the meet volunteers 
that worked at Chelsea 
this season who made 
our meets smooth 
and well done. Spe-
cial thanks to Aubree 
Shemwell, our athletic 
booster representative! 
We also appreciate our 
coaching staff for put-
ting in the time and 
effort to support and 
coach the athletes on 
our squad. Finally, we’d 
like to thank and rec-
ognize the student ath-
letes of the track team 
for making this a great 
season and for continu-
ing to contribute to a 
tradition of excellence 
in CHS track and field.

On June 3rd, the 
DII State Meet was held 
at Forest Hills Eastern 
High School located in 
Ada near Grand Rap-
ids. The Chelsea Girls 
Track & Field team 
took six athletes to the 
meet to compete in 
four events. This in-
cluded: shot put - Anna 
Brant, 100m dash - 
Carley Grabarczyk, 

2023 GIRLS T&F DII STATE 
MEET SUMMARY

4x100m Relay (India 
Barney, Eva Dewaele, 
Laney Smith, and Car-
ley Grabarczyk), and 
3200m run - Natalia 
DeMea. 

For all the girls on 
the team who made it 
to the State Meet this 
year, it was their first 
experience at this big 
event. They handled 
and performed well 

at the meet given the 
significant competitive 
pressure to perform 
well and the heat of the 
day, which was near 90 
F. Carley Grabarczyk 
ran a 12.76 in the 
100m dash after a re-
run in her heat, which 
she handled well. Anna 
Brant continued to 
throw well with a dis-
tance of 33’ 9” in shot 

put throw. Her throw 
at the State Meet was 
3’+ further than her 
beginning of the year 
throw distances. The 
4x100m Relay team 
ran their season best 
time of 50.35, which 
placed 10th out of 24 
teams. We hoped the 
team could place in the 
top 8 (All-State Hon-
ors), but other teams 

just ran just a bit fast-
er than we did. Natalia 
DeMea was close to 
All-State Honors with 
10th place finishing. 
She ran a strong pace 
in the heat throughout 
the race and ended 7 
seconds off her person-
al record. The coaching 
staff is so proud of our 
athletes and how they 
represented Chelsea. 
I believe many in this 
group will return and 
bring others along to 
make an impact next 
year at the State Meet.

Finally, a big 
THANK YOU to all 
those who supported 
us through the sea-
son: administrators, 
colleagues, parents, 
alum, local business-
es, and community 
members. Without 
your support, our ath-
letes would not have 
reached the success-
es we did and certain 
recognition that we 
experienced this sea-
son. Community in-
volvement matters.



Page 7Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian June 9, 2023    



Page 8Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian June 9, 2023    

Donate $23 today to fund teacher 
grants and scholarships to Build a 

Bulldog Future!!

provides families and 
friends a unique op-
portunity to recognize 
the achievements of 
this year’s graduates 
while also supporting 
academic excellence 
for all those Bulldogs 
that follow in their 

footsteps. A suggested 
donation of $23 cel-
ebrates a current or 
future Bulldog gradu-
ate and will be used to 
fund educator grants 
and student scholar-
ships. 

The photo of 
Claire Popovich, who 

Photos Courtesy Daniel Applegate, Beach Middle School - Washington D.C. Trip 2023 

is also the CSD Art 
Department Coor-
dinator, and Carrie 
Hillis was taken at the 
May 12th Opening 
Reception for the Art 
Show held at the Chel-
sea High School. The 
art display panels be-
hind them were fund-

 ➢ continued from page 1 ed through a 2023 
CEF Grant Award.  
Claire shared her ap-
preciation “Thank you 
for your time and the 
amazing grant! We are 
so grateful!!”  

Your support is 
critical to ensure CEF's 
continued ability to 

fund grants that help 
support the creative 
endeavors of the Chel-
sea School District ed-
ucators. These grants 
funded a wide variety 
of initiatives at every 
level of the student 
experience, including 
support for the annual 

Washington D.C. Trip.  
In addition to edu-

cator grants, CEF will 
award scholarships to 
many deserving Chel-
sea graduates at their 
Class Night ceremony 
on June 2.  

Help Build a Bull-
dog Future, Support 
the Class of 2023 and 
your Future Bulldog 
Graduate by donating 
at this link 23Grad-
Year  For more infor-
mation, contact Katie 
Hepler, Vice President 
vicepresident@chel-
seaeducationfounda-
tion.org. 

Chelsea Education 
Foundation congrat-
ulates the Class of '23 
and extends its grati-
tude to all those who 
will help CEF meet 
their 2023 Grad Year 
Fundraising goal of 
$8,000. CEF board 
members and volun-
teers will be in atten-
dance at Class Night, 
be sure to stop by 
to help celebrate the 
Class of '23. Go Bull-
dogs! 
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Sunday, June 4th 
2023, around 200 
students, a host of 
faculty, and proud 
family members cel-
ebrated the Chelsea 
High School class of 
2023’s graduation.  The 
sun shone as if to cele-
brate the bright futures 
of the graduating class.  
The weather was mag-
nificent   When  Pomp 
and Circumstance be-
gan to play, I felt the 
excitement of a future 
about to unfold.  I felt 
nostalgia for a time be-
fore being jaded and a 
time when the choices 
and paths are limitless.  
Graduation is an ab-
solutely magical point 
in life. Even though 
it wasn't my day or 
one of my children's, I 
couldn’t help but smile 
with the students hap-
py to witness their mo-
ment. 

Dr. Angel began by 
listing off the many ac-
complishments of stu-
dents in 2023.  Chel-
sea students are state 
Champs in personal 
finance for the 6th 
time and are headed 
to nationals. The ro-
botics team received 
a community service 

Chelsea High School 
Celebrates Class of 2023

 ➢ continued from page 1 and outreach award 
and hosted 10 visiting 
schools.  The Blue-
Print, Chelsea’s stu-
dent newspaper won 
an award for National 
excellence and the  \
Theater Guild contin-
ues to grow and create 
an amazing program. 
80% of seniors partici-
pated in a club, music, 
or a sport and Chelsea’s 
water polo team made 
it to the state finals 
for the first time.  Dr. 
Angel noted the op-
portunities to perform 
community service 
through several clubs 
at the school.  He went 
on to announce Jacob 
Nelson’s  3 state titles 
and 3 state records 
in track and field  D2 
state meet. He noted 
that Chelsea is ranked 
330th in the state 
of Michigan which 
equates to being in the 
top 4% of schools in 
the nation.  He listed 
all the accolades and 
accomplishments of 
the sports teams in 
Chelsea, which were so 
numerous, I could not 
keep up, to put it sim-
ply, the Chelsea athletic 
department is so strong 
that if you partici-
pate in a sport there’s 
a strong chance you’ll 
win Districts.  Chelsea 

superintendent Mi-
chael Kapolka spoke 
next, abbreviating 100 
things that matter to 3: 
relationships, even dis-
agreements are good 
because opportunities 
to grow are presented. 
Kindness matters and 
it's contagious. And 
if opportunity doesn’t 
knock (it won’t always) 
build your own door 
with grit, adaptability, 
and confidence.  He 
encouraged the stu-
dents to attempt the 
impossible.

The student speak-
ers were up next start-
ing with Pheobe Har-
ris. She thanked her 
classmates to reflect 
on the questions: what 
kind of place are you 
starting your life in and 
what kind of place do 
you want to leave be-
hind?  She encouraged 
her classmates to not 
view the task as impos-
sible.  She offered the 
suggestion that mak-
ing small changes in 
the right direction was 
something each gradu-
ate could do.  The neg-
ative old root system 
might be thick but it is 
possible to trim vines 
for a healthier place 
for everyone.  Peter 
Mourad gave the sec-
ond student speech, 
which was charming 
and witty.  He outlined 
the ideals most often 
given in graduation 
speeches: work hard, 
fail big, be kind, dream 
big. Peter outlined how 
hard the seniors want-
ed to win the pep ral-
ly, at least once.  They 
worked hard for it but 
the upstart sopho-
mores stole the victo-
ry,and thus the seniors 
failed big.  He high-
lighted being kind by 
discussing a lonely Dr. 
Angel weeping in the 
lunchroom and how 
easy it would be to sit 
next to him and show 
compassion.    I was 
thoroughly impressed 
by the wisdom and wit 
of the Chelsea seniors.   
The graduates were an-
nounced and received 
their diplomas.  It was 
an amazing day for 
an amazing group of 
students to step into 
the next phase of their 
lives.  I was honored to 
be able to watch.  
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 23-2186

Location: 500 block of S. Main St.

Date: June 3, 2023

Time: 5:17 PM

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
an officer was flagged 
down by a citizen who 
stated that they had just 
been involved in a mo-
tor vehicle crash. The 
citizen’s told the officer 
that their vehicle had 
been struck by the ve-
hicle behind them and 
they suspected that the 
driver was intoxicated 
because they had been 
swerving and tailgating 
them. The officer made 
contact with the driver 

of the other vehicle and 
noted that the driver’s 
eyes were red and there 
was an odor of alco-
hol emanating from 
his person. The officer 
asked the driver to step 
out of the vehicle and 
noted that he appeared 
unsteady on his feet. 
The officer began stan-
dard field sobriety tests 
and at the conclusion 
of those tests it was de-
termined that there was 
enough probable cause 
to place the suspect, a 

31- year-old Chelsea 
man under arrest for 
driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. The 
suspect was processed 
and then lodged at the 
Washtenaw County 
Jail. The case remains 
open pending labo-
ratory analysis by the 
Michigan State Police 
Crime Lab and warrant 
review by the Washten-
aw County Prosecutor’s 
Office.

From: Katie 
Hubbard

The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company’s 
(PRTC) ‘Starlite Ball’ 
on May 13th was 
a whimsical, "Mad 
Men"-themed fund-
raiser to support the 
non-profit theater’s 
programming and 
general operations. 

Starlite Ball guests 
enjoyed delicious 
food and drink at 
the recently updat-
ed Weber's Boutique 
Hotel in Ann Arbor. 
The evening featured 
Purple Rose actors 
dressed as 1960's ce-
lebrities, a thrilling 
live auction led by 
Lamoreaux & Asso-
ciates, and dancing to 
the incredible 10-per-
son band, The Blue-
water Kings. 

As a final high-
light, Purple Rose 
Resident Artists K. 
Edmonds and Brad 
Phillips joined Purple 
Rose Artistic Director 
and founder Jeff Dan-
iels to perform with 
The Bluewater Kings 
for the last few songs 
of the night.

The one-night-
only event was a 
huge success rais-
ing $225,000 for The 
Purple Rose through 
ticket sales, live auc-
tion with proxy bid-
ding available, spon-
sors, and individual 
donations.

“We couldn’t be 
happier with the re-
sults of this very spe-
cial evening; with 
such generous giving 
from the community, 
local businesses, and 
so many patrons who 
love what The Purple 
Rose Theatre means 

The Purple Rose 
Theatre’s Starlite Ball 

Raises $225,000
Thank you to our staff, 

volunteers, patrons, donors, 
and sponsors for their 

generous support.
to their lives and the 
lives of so many art-
ists”, says Managing 
Director, Katie Hub-
bard. 

Thank you for 
supporting The Pur-
ple Rose by spend-
ing the evening with 
us (or by proxy bid-
ding during the live 
auction), as a volun-
teer or through your 
thoughtful donations. 
Thank you for help-
ing us grow as an or-
ganization. Your sup-
port helps produce 
and stage live, world 
premiere theatre each 
season. Thank you to 
our marvelous Purple 
Rose staff, crew, de-
signers, actors, volun-
teers, and their fam-
ilies for their tireless 
work. And thank you 
to the City of Chelsea 
for your endless and 
cherished support.

Thank you to our 
fantastic PRTC Direc-
tor of Donor Engage-
ment, Rob Caplis, 
and our amazing Do-
nor Services Associ-
ate, Cindy Bertsos for 
making the evening a 
success. Thank you to 
our dedicated lead-
ers, PRTC Founder/
Artistic Director- Jeff 
Daniels; Artistic As-
sociates- Lucas Dan-
iels and Rhiannon 
Ragland; Managing 
Director- Katie Hub-
bard; and Director 
of Technical Produc-
tion- Brian Dam-
bacher.

Thank you to our 
Board of Directors 
for your guidance and 
trusted support.

A special thank 
you to our Sponsors 
of the Starlite Ball: The 
Ann Feeney Family; 

Chelsea State Bank; 
Rick Taylor Realtor; 
Chelsea Milling Co.; 
Copper Crate Mer-
cantile and Unique 
Rentals; Chuck & 
Susan Craves; John 
Daniels; Print-Tech; 
Daniel Moons & An-
toinette Pilzner; Josie 
Wojtowicz & Randy 
Fotiu.

Thank you to our 
friends that made do-
nations to our Starlite 
Live Auction: 

American 1 Credit 
Union (Detroit Tigers 
2023 Tickets); Craig 
Brass (Crystal Downs 
Golf Package); John 
Vinkemulder (Crys-
tal Downs Golf Pack-
age); Chelsea Lumber 
Company (DeWalt 
Leaf Blower); Chelsea 
House Victorian Inn, 
Serendipity Books, 
Smokehouse 52 BBQ, 
Whitetail, Withing-
ton's, Ugly Dog Dis-
tillery (The Purple 
Rose of Chelsea Expe-
rience); Jeff Daniels, 
Robert Caplis & Dan-
iels Moons (To Kill A 
Mockingbird Pack-
age); Jeff Daniels (Jeff 
Daniels | Concert at 
Your Home); Steve & 
Sheila Hamp (Detroit 
Lions: VIP Ticket 
Package); Lume Can-
nabis Co. Ann Ar-
bor (Lume Cannabis 
Co. Shopping Spree); 
David MacGregor 
(Playwriting Con-
sultation); Dennis & 
Carolyn Shepherd 
(Waterloo Uphol-
stery Gift Certificate); 
Spencer Ann Arbor 
& Ellen's Fine Goods 
(Spencer at Home 
Wine Tasting); Ken 
Weber (Weber's Bou-
tique Hotel & Fine 
Dining Experience).


