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Chelsea History Museum Walks Back to 
Era of Taverns, Pubs, and Prohibition

Story on page 2.

Last week,  I learn- 
ed that the sculptures 
from the 2023 Sculp-

Chelsea 
2023 

Sculpture 
Walk 

Complete

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski

ture Walk were all in 
place. The Sculpture 
Walk is an outdoor art 
gallery of sculptures.   

Donate $23 today to fund teacher 
grants and scholarships to Build 

a Bulldog Future!!

Photo Courtesy CEF - from left Claire Popovich - Visual Arts 
Instructor and Carrie Hillis, Art Teacher

From: D&B 
Strategic 
Marketing  doris@
dandbmarketing.
com

Chelsea Education 
Foundation (CEF) 
is 50% of the way to 
their goal of raising 
$8,000 for the sec-
ond annual Grad Year 
Fundraising Cam-
paign. The campaign 
ends June 4 - Gradua-
tion Day for Chelsea’s 
class of 2023!

The Grad Year 
Fundraiser celebrates 
the Class of '23 and all 
 continued on page 8
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 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Shawn 
Personke

Chelsea may be fa-
mous for Jiffy Mix, the 
Purple Rose Theatre, 
and its thriving art 
and restaurant scene, 
but there’s more to the 
city's story. This sum-
mer the Chelsea Area 
Historical Society un-
packs both the famous 
and infamous in their 
inaugural walking 
tour, “Boozy History 
of Chelsea: Saloons, 
Pubs & Bars,” on Sat-
urdays, June 10 and 17.

Tour leader and 
organizer, Jasen King, 
is excited about the 
museum’s new “pub 
crawl.” Working with 
former board member 
Cary Church’s research 
and museum volun-
teer Mary Keaton, he 
found a deep well of 
stories dating from 
the 1850s through the 
1990s, highlighting a 
wild and free-flowing 
past filled with politi-
cal intrigue, gambling, 

Chelsea History Museum 
Walks Back to Era of Taverns, 

Pubs, and Prohibition
murder, and hours-
long fist fights.

"Chelsea has a fas-
cinating history,” said 
King. "Much of the 
past has been forgot-
ten, but this tour will 
tell the stories of legal 
and illegal drinking, 
tavern escapades, the 
temperance move-
ment and prohibition, 
and how the landscape 
and demand for alco-
hol morphed into to-
day’s sensibility.”

King said that, at 
times, the rules and 
regulations were less 
stringent, but some-
times state politicians, 
like Frank Glazier, 
took a local and strong 
hand in solving the 
drinking and gam-
bling problems of their 
era.

CAHS board pres-
ident and Chelsea na-
tive, Jan Bernath, re-
calls the “bar scene” 
growing up in the 
1940s and ‘50s. She’s 
looking forward to 
learning more about 

the how things were in 
early Chelsea history.

“I always thought 
Seitz's on West Middle 
Street was the only bar 
ever in town,” said Ber-
nath.  “When the idea 
came up to develop a 
historic pub crawl, I 
was all in. I’m thrilled 
with the new tour and 
the stories and secrets 
behind Chelsea's fa-
miliar storefronts that 
are still standing.”

Because much of 
the walking event takes 
place in the city’s so-
cial district, the tour 
includes stops for bev-
erages. Walkers will be 
able to stroll with their 
beverage of choice. 

Tickets and more 
info about “Boozy 
Chelsea: Saloons, Pubs 
& Bars” are available 
via Eventbrite. Ad-
mission is $20 for the 
90-minute tour, with 
discounts for muse-
um members. Combo 
tour and membership 
tickets are available for 
$25. 

As we move into 
June  we get the bounty 
of all the hard work of 
our farmers. Cucum-
bers and the earliest 
of summer squashes 
will start to trickle in. 
The asparagus is still 
going along with rhu-
barb and early greens. 
Radishes, kohlrabi, 
salad turnips to boot! 
I LOVE early summer 
produce. This heat will 
push some things out 
of the contending and 

Chelsea Farmers 
Market

others to come into 
flourish...

Join us each week 
at the farmers mar-
ket  - where we work 
to create a space that 
is just as much about 
food and filling your 
fridge as it is about 
connecting with your 
community and find-
ing joy in socializing!

When: Wednes-
days May through Oc-
tober

Where: 1010 S. 

Main St. in the CSB 
parking lot

Time: 1-5 pm
This vendor list is 

subject to change last 
minute. To see a full 
description of our ven-
dors please visit our 
website at www.chel-
seafarmersmkt.org.
Bordine Farms
Chemily Consulting 
(maybe)
Country Crafts
Debbie's Bead Design
Fluffy Bottom Farm 
(back next week)
Hankra Jewel
Kapnick Orchards
Kermit's Pad
La Baguette
Lavender and Grace 
Family Farm
Lynn Eckerle (back 
next week)
Marks Farm and 
Greenhouse
Maureen Lochey 
Silk Flower Arrange-
ments by Pam
Smiling Jim's Organic 
Seasoning (maybe)
Sol Microgreens
Srodeks Sausages 
(maybe)
Travka Herbals (back 
next week)
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1

Chelsea 2023 Sculpture Walk Complete
For the past 11 years, 
it has been an annu-
al rotating exhibition 
that according to the 
Chelsea visitor's guide, 
“enhances and enables 
the cultural and artistic 
Chelsea-City brand.” 

With great warm 
weather, I was able to 
head downtown and 
take it in like a tourist.  
Maps will be available 
June 1st for the sculp-
ture walk at the library 
and at the Chamber 
of Commerce. As well 
as several downtown 
businesses.  But, I en-
courage you to spend 
some time wandering 
and enjoying the cute 
little shops on Main 
Street as you find the 
Sculptures.  I stopped 
in the bakery for pret-
zels and enjoyed the 
art displayed on the 
walls as I took a nice 
leisurely walk around 
to examine the art 
and explore the town.  
Chelsea has an abun-
dance of locally owned 
businesses and restau-
rants to enjoy and ap-
preciate while enjoying 
the great fortune of 
small-town living with 
rare cultural opportu-
nities, like the sculp-

ture walk.  
I’m not sure if 

there was a theme to 
the sculptures, but I 
noticed several artists 
made use of building 
materials to create the 
sculptures.   Rebar, 
spark plugs, and steel 
beams have new life in 
lightning bugs, pitch-
forks, and Vitruvian 
man.  I appreciated 
the artist's ability to 
breathe new life into 
items not typically part 
of sculptures as well as 
artists breathing new 
life into iconic works;  
Vituvianman and 
American Gothic.  

The 2023 Sculpture 
Walk will be open to 
view from now until 
next year.  Be sure to 
take some time to ap-
preciate the culture that 
the City works hard to 
bring downtown. The 
Sculpture walk is pos-
sible because of: The  
City of Chelsea, the 
Chelsea Downtown 
Development Authori-
ty, the Chelsea District 
Library, and generous 
sponsors listed below:

Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce, Chelsea District 
Library, Chelsea State 
Bank, Craig & Donna 

Common, Destination 
Ann Arbor, Devil's 
Haircut, Eder & Div-
er Insurance Agency, 
Hardwood Solutions, 
Michigan Medicine | 
Chelsea Health Center, 

SBK Orthodontics, Se-
cret Crisis Comics, Sil-
ver Maples of Chelsea, 
Titan Mold Removal & 
Air Duct Cleaning, and 
Ugly Dog Distillery.
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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Julia Roberts, Ex-
ecutive Director of 
Western Washtenaw 
Area Value Express 
(WAVE), has left 
WAVE to pursue a new 
chapter at the Region-
al Transit Authority 
(RTA). Marie Gress, 
CEO and Founder of 
Kovir Consulting will 

LEADERSHIP TRANSITION 
AT THE WAVE

be the Interim Execu-
tive Director. 

Kim Moore, WAVE 
Board President, com-
mented, "We thank Ju-
lia for her three years 
of service, particularly 
during a very difficult 
COVID Pandemic. 
The transition will 
continue through an 
anticipated three-six-
month search for a 

permanent candidate. 
Julia was able to solid-
ify the start of a new 
era for WAVE that in-
cludes a broader, more 
inclusive, ridership 
campaign. She updat-
ed our organizational 
goals including a fresh 
new look to reflect 
the next iteration of 
WAVE. We are pleased 
to have Marie Gress 

on board. She has a 
background in social 
work, management, 
leadership, and public 
transportation. Marie 
brings an abundance 
of experience to this 
role." 

Gress ran the trans-
portation service from 
grants to dispatch and 
still supports the Mi-
lan Seniors for Healthy 
Living (MSHL). She 
has acted as interim 
Executive Director 
at the Dexter Senior 
Center, where she led 
the search for an Ex-
ecutive Director and 
provided training and 
coaching to the new 

hire. Her leadership 
with the Washtenaw 
County Commission 
on Aging and Washt-
enaw County Healthy 
Aging Collaborative 
has resulted in system 
changes and financial 
support to the sector, 
including raising con-
cerns and solutions to 
transportation in the 
county. She has collab-
orated with AAA 1-B 
and Oakland County 
outside the region to 
facilitate discussions 
with transportation 
providers to obtain 
county ARPA funding 
and support. 

The WAVE pro-

vides affordable, safe 
transportation for ev-
eryone in the Dexter 
and Chelsea Com-
munities, including 
Scio, Webster, Lima, 
Lyndon, and Sylvan, 
Townships, Stock-
bridge, and Man-
chester.  You can ride 
anywhere in WAVE's 
service area within 
western Washten-
aw County for $7 or 
less. Fares range from 
free, to 50 cents, up 
to a maximum of $20. 
Contact WAVE to 
learn more - at 734-
475-9494 or www.ri-
dethewavebus.org.  

Donate $23 today to fund teacher 
grants and scholarships to Build a 

Bulldog Future!!
future Chelsea School 
District graduates. 
It  provides families 
and friends a unique 
opportunity to recog-
nize the achievements 
of this year’s gradu-
ates while also sup-
porting academic ex-
cellence for all those 
Bulldogs that follow 
in their footsteps. A 
suggested donation of 
$23 celebrates a cur-
rent or future Bulldog 
graduate and will be 
used to fund educator 
grants and student 
scholarships. 

The photo of 
Claire Popovich, who 
is also the CSD Art 
Department Coor-
dinator, and Carrie 
Hillis was taken at 
the May 12th Open-
ing Reception for the 
Art Show held at the 
Chelsea High School. 
The art display pan-
els behind them 
were funded through 
a 2023 CEF Grant 
Award.  Claire shared 
her appreciation 
“Thank you for your 
time and the amaz-
ing grant! We are so 
grateful!!”  

Your support 
is critical to ensure 
CEF's continued abil-
ity to fund grants that 
help support the cre-
ative endeavors of the 

Chelsea School Dis-
trict educators. These 
grants funded a wide 
variety of initiatives 
at every level of the 
student experience, 
including support for 
the annual Washing-
ton D.C. Trip.  

In addition to ed-
ucator grants, CEF 
will award scholar-
ships to many deserv-
ing Chelsea graduates 
at their Class Night 
ceremony on June 2.  

Help Build a Bull-
dog Future, Support 
the Class of 2023 and 
your Future Bulldog 
Graduate by donating 
at this link 23Grad-
Year  For more infor-
mation, contact Katie 

Photos Courtesy Daniel Applegate, Beach Middle School - Washington D.C. Trip 2023 

Hepler, Vice Presi-
dent vicepresident@
chelseaeducat ion-
foundation.org. 

Chelsea Educa-
tion Foundation con-
gratulates the Class 
of '23 and extends its 
gratitude to all those 
who will help CEF 
meet their 2023 Grad 
Year Fundraising goal 
of $8,000. CEF board 
members and volun-
teers will be in atten-
dance at Class Night, 
be sure to stop by 
to help celebrate the 
Class of '23. Go Bull-
dogs! 

 ➢ continued from page 1
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No News To Report This Week

Chelsea Police Department 
Weekly Summary

From: Katie 
Hubbard

The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company’s 
(PRTC) ‘Starlite Ball’ 
on May 13th was 
a whimsical, "Mad 
Men"-themed fund-
raiser to support the 
non-profit theater’s 
programming and 
general operations. 

Starlite Ball guests 
enjoyed delicious 
food and drink at 
the recently updat-
ed Weber's Boutique 
Hotel in Ann Arbor. 
The evening featured 
Purple Rose actors 
dressed as 1960's ce-
lebrities, a thrilling 
live auction led by 
Lamoreaux & Asso-
ciates, and dancing to 
the incredible 10-per-
son band, The Blue-
water Kings. 

As a final high-
light, Purple Rose 
Resident Artists K. 
Edmonds and Brad 
Phillips joined Purple 
Rose Artistic Director 
and founder Jeff Dan-
iels to perform with 
The Bluewater Kings 
for the last few songs 
of the night.

The one-night-
only event was a 
huge success rais-
ing $225,000 for The 
Purple Rose through 
ticket sales, live auc-
tion with proxy bid-
ding available, spon-
sors, and individual 
donations.

“We couldn’t be 
happier with the re-
sults of this very spe-
cial evening; with 
such generous giving 
from the community, 
local businesses, and 
so many patrons who 
love what The Purple 
Rose Theatre means 

The Purple Rose 
Theatre’s Starlite Ball 

Raises $225,000
Thank you to our staff, 

volunteers, patrons, donors, 
and sponsors for their 

generous support.
to their lives and the 
lives of so many art-
ists”, says Managing 
Director, Katie Hub-
bard. 

Thank you for 
supporting The Pur-
ple Rose by spend-
ing the evening with 
us (or by proxy bid-
ding during the live 
auction), as a volun-
teer or through your 
thoughtful donations. 
Thank you for help-
ing us grow as an or-
ganization. Your sup-
port helps produce 
and stage live, world 
premiere theatre each 
season. Thank you to 
our marvelous Purple 
Rose staff, crew, de-
signers, actors, volun-
teers, and their fam-
ilies for their tireless 
work. And thank you 
to the City of Chelsea 
for your endless and 
cherished support.

Thank you to our 
fantastic PRTC Direc-
tor of Donor Engage-
ment, Rob Caplis, 
and our amazing Do-
nor Services Associ-
ate, Cindy Bertsos for 
making the evening a 
success. Thank you to 
our dedicated lead-
ers, PRTC Founder/
Artistic Director- Jeff 
Daniels; Artistic As-
sociates- Lucas Dan-
iels and Rhiannon 
Ragland; Managing 
Director- Katie Hub-
bard; and Director 
of Technical Produc-
tion- Brian Dam-
bacher.

Thank you to our 
Board of Directors 
for your guidance and 
trusted support.

A special thank 
you to our Sponsors 
of the Starlite Ball: The 
Ann Feeney Family; 

Chelsea State Bank; 
Rick Taylor Realtor; 
Chelsea Milling Co.; 
Copper Crate Mer-
cantile and Unique 
Rentals; Chuck & 
Susan Craves; John 
Daniels; Print-Tech; 
Daniel Moons & An-
toinette Pilzner; Josie 
Wojtowicz & Randy 
Fotiu.

Thank you to our 
friends that made do-
nations to our Starlite 
Live Auction: 

American 1 Credit 
Union (Detroit Tigers 
2023 Tickets); Craig 
Brass (Crystal Downs 
Golf Package); John 
Vinkemulder (Crys-
tal Downs Golf Pack-
age); Chelsea Lumber 
Company (DeWalt 
Leaf Blower); Chelsea 
House Victorian Inn, 
Serendipity Books, 
Smokehouse 52 BBQ, 
Whitetail, Withing-
ton's, Ugly Dog Dis-
tillery (The Purple 
Rose of Chelsea Expe-
rience); Jeff Daniels, 
Robert Caplis & Dan-
iels Moons (To Kill A 
Mockingbird Pack-
age); Jeff Daniels (Jeff 
Daniels | Concert at 
Your Home); Steve & 
Sheila Hamp (Detroit 
Lions: VIP Ticket 
Package); Lume Can-
nabis Co. Ann Ar-
bor (Lume Cannabis 
Co. Shopping Spree); 
David MacGregor 
(Playwriting Con-
sultation); Dennis & 
Carolyn Shepherd 
(Waterloo Uphol-
stery Gift Certificate); 
Spencer Ann Arbor 
& Ellen's Fine Goods 
(Spencer at Home 
Wine Tasting); Ken 
Weber (Weber's Bou-
tique Hotel & Fine 
Dining Experience).

Photos Courtesy of Cub Scouts Pack 455 in Chelsea

Chelsea’s Annual 
Memorial Day Parade 
was held on Monday, 
May 29 and began at 
10am. 

Residents of the 
community gathered 

Memorial Day 
Parade Held in 

Chelsea

downtown and hon-
ored veterans during 
the parade and then 
walked to Oak Grove 
Cemetery where the 
ceremonies to honor 
veterans continued. 

The ceremony at Oak 
Grove Cemetery and 
the parade were both 
hosted by Herbert J. 
McKune American Le-
gion Post 31.  


