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CONGRATS TO 
JACOB NELSON ON A 

HISTORIC WIN!

Photos by:  Adam Harney and Kristine  
McCullen 

You may have 
done a double take 
last week, wondering 
if you ingested a psy-
chedelic drug acci-
dentally, if you saw a 
large banana driving 
around Chelsea.  You 
did not ingest an illicit 
drug.  You are not the 
victim of a practical 
joke.  There was a large 

Banana Car 
Spotted Last 

Week in 
Chelsea

banana driving around 
Chelsea.    In my effort 
to secure a Pulitzer, I 
decided that I would 
dig deep and get the 
scoop.  In all serious-
ness, I enjoy the ability 
to write happy news.  I 
often feel emotional-
ly beat down  when I 
listen to, read or watch 
the news.  I want to 
bring  smiles to the 
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Chelsea High School 
Class of 2022 Celebrated 

Graduation

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The 147th Com-
mencement  for Chel-
sea High School Class 
of 2022 was Chelsea 
High School’s largest 
class ever with 212 
seniors.  Nick Angel, 
new Chelsea high 
school principal, gave 
his first commence-
ment speech as high 
school principal.  June 
5, 2022 was a little 
gray and it did sprin-
kle a bit, but nothing 
could dampen the 

 ➢ continued from page 1 mood of the impres-
sive group of seniors 
and their rightfully 
proud parents.    

Principal An-
gel explained that 
he doesn’t often get 
nervous and enjoys 
public speaking, but 
his first day as Prin-
cipal at Chelsea High 
School was a bit un-
nerving. 2022 was a 
year for him to em-
brace change and lean 
into opportunities, 
which is something 
even adults have to 
learn to do.  He stated 

that while his nerves 
were getting to him 
as he walked to greet 
students on his first 
morning a mem-
ber of the class of 
2022 welcomed him 
and helped calm his 
nerves. He explained 
that her behavior 
symbolizes and rep-
resents the great qual-
ities he sees in this 
particular class, “The 
ability to help others 
in times of uncertain-
ty.”   

He went on to list 
some successes from 

athletics to intellec-
tual pursuits, the ac-
complishments of  the 
2022 graduating class 
had me audibly say-
ing, “wow.” You suf-
fered a difficult high 
school career, with 
the world going to 
chaos around you, but 
in spite of all the dif-
ficulties, you figured 
out how to thrive and 
shine. If your current 
success foretells your 
future, we will all be 
fine when it’s your 
turn to lead the way. 

Dr. Julie Helber, 

Superintendent, per-
formed her last confir-
mation of graduation, 
as Superintendent. 
Dr. Helber is retiring.

Kate Gaiser was 
one of the student 
speakers.  She spoke 
of the numerous ac-
complishments of the 
class of 2022.  One 
theme of her speech 
was, “time is luck, 
don’t waste it,”  as I sit 
here nearly 30 years 
out from my own 
high school gradu-
ation, I know she’s 
right.  She asked her 
classmates to reflect 
back to the awkward 
middle school days 
and recall how many 
changes everyone 
has been through in 
the past few years. 
Kate reminded stu-
dents that one of the 
most valuable les-
sons learned was not 
learned in class, but 
through the pandem-
ic.  She explained that 
the students learned 
to appreciate oppor-
tunities, time together 
and memories made. 

The next student 
speaker was Evan 
Sing.  He spoke about 
community and how 

the Chelsea commu-
nity is irreplaceable. 
He interviewed sever-
al classmates on what 
makes the commu-
nity beautiful.  Many 
spoke of the activities 
in which they partici-
pated in, as Nick Angel 
noted 80% of the class 
was involved in some 
sort of extra-curric-
ular activity. The stu-
dents described the 
support of the group 
as an irreplaceable 
factor in the commu-
nity.  Ben, a member 
of the football team 
thanked the com-
munity for rallying 
around the team. As 
Nick Angel suggested, 
the students should 
not forget where they 
come from. Gradu-
ates may travel far but  
the community that 
cheered for the team, 
be it sports or aca-
demic, will always be 
home. 

The class song, 22 
by Taylor Swift was 
sung acapella and stu-
dents received their 
diplomas.  In spite of a 
few sprinkles, Chelsea 
High School gradua-
tion turned out to be 
an incredible day.

From: Virginia 
Krueger

The Chelsea Soccer 
Club board is excited 
to announce the hir-
ing of Matthew Clarke 
as our next Director 
of Coaching. Matthew 
has been with Chelsea 
Soccer Club for three 
years as a coach and 
technical director. He 
worked closely with 
former DOC Coach 
Mario on developing 
the current Club cur-
riculum and solidi-

CHELSEA SOCCER CLUB ANNOUNCES 
NEW DIRECTOR OF COACHING

fied our core values of 
Respect, Community, 
Integrity, Competitive-
ness, and Fun. Matthew 
shares, “I am thrilled to 
have been selected as 
Director of Coaching 
of Chelsea Soccer Club. 
Mario and the other 
coaches have laid the 
incredible groundwork 
for the club over the last 
four years. I am excited 
to continue the strate-
gic vision of providing 
high-quality coaching 
and competitive teams 

at an affordable price. 
In addition, with the 
size of the club grow-
ing, our goal is ever 
more important to fa-
cilitate an environment 
for the players to devel-
op their skills and abil-
ities on the soccer field. 
From this, Chelsea 
Soccer Club will con-
tinue to offer a quality 
soccer experience and 
compete in competitive 
leagues, cups, and tour-
naments that reflect 
our growing size.” 

Chelsea Soccer 
Club has thrived under 
the direction of Coach 
Mario, growing from 
160 players on 11 teams 
to 260 players compet-
ing on 23 teams. We 
have witnessed teams 
move up in levels of 
competition and grow 
in skill. In addition, 
Chelsea Soccer Club 
members have played 
an integral part in the 
success of recent girls 
and boys Chelsea High 
School soccer teams. 
We are grateful for his 
four years of service 
and committed to con-
tinuing the positive 
improvements he initi-
ated.

Coach Matthew is 
originally from Lake 
Orion, MI. Collegiately, 
he was a Football (soc-
cer) Team member at 
the University of Essex 

in England from 2014 
to 2017 (captaining the 
side in 2017). During 
graduate school, he 
was a member of the 
Football Team at the 
London School of Eco-
nomics in England 
from 2017 to 2018. 
After working with 
Liverpool FC Interna-
tional Academy Clark-
ston (formerly Michi-
gan Impact) from May 
2016–December 2018 
and with Liverpool FC 
International Academy 
Ann Arbor from Feb-
ruary 2019–June 2019, 
he joined Chelsea SC 
in the Spring of 2020 as 
a staff coach. From the 
Fall of 2020 through 
the Spring of 2022, he 
was the Technical Di-
rector before becoming 
Director of Coaching of 
Chelsea Soccer Club in 
June 2022. Coach Mat-

thew currently holds 
the following licenses: 
USSF C License Candi-
date; USSF D License; 
US Soccer Grassroots 
Licenses (formerly 
USSF E License); USSF 
F License; FA Level 2 
License.

Matthew is com-
mitted to the commu-
nity of Chelsea, un-
derstands our role in 
the soccer community, 
the value of consistent 
coaching at all levels, 
and holds high stan-
dards for players and 
spectators. He supports 
the continuing tradi-
tion of encouraging the 
participation of multi-
ple sports athletes and 
will oversee the regular 
season, winter skills, 
and summer camp. We 
look forward to a bright 
future with his leader-
ship.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
community as often as 
I can.  

I spoke with 
Steve Braithwaite, the 
owner, designer and 
builder of the Banana 
car.    Before driving 
around in a giant Ba-
nana, Steve designed 
and built hotrods.  He 
knew for a while that 

Banana Car Spotted Last Week 
in Chelsea

he wanted to do some-
thing different. One 
day, he was waiting 
in line at a gas station 
and noticed a selec-
tion of fruit with a 
banana sitting on top.  
The station was rather 
busy and he grabbed 
the banana, started 
imagining building a 
banana car.  He start-

ed laughing out loud 
as he imagined the ba-
nana car.  He felt a tap 
on his shoulder and 
he realized the line in 
front of him was gone 
and he was holding, 
staring, and laughing 
at a banana.  Steve 
wonders what the rest 
of the people in the 
gas station thought 

when they saw him.  
Has he never seen a 
banana before?   He 
ran with the idea and 
built his own banana.  
He had no idea the re-
action he’d get.  He’d 
be out to dinner and 
people would walk up 
to the table and ask if 
that was his banana.  
When he answered 
that it was, they’d ask 
for a ride.   Steve ex-
plained that the re-
action of children is 
fantastic.  He tried 
to figure out a way to 
offer rides to people.  
Because it draws so 
many people, Steve 
likes to provide rides 
in an ice cream shop 
parking lot so kids can 
have something fun to 
do while they wait for 
their turn.  Steve was 
attempting to arrange 
a place to offer rides at 
Twisters in Chelsea.  

 I noted that Steve 
not only drives a Big 
banana around, he 
also authored a book, 
The Weird, Wonder-
ful, and Sometimes 
Bizarre True Stories of 
Ridiculous Steve And 

The Big Banana Car.  
Steve explained that 
he has so many great 
stories  from provid-
ing rides, he created 
a children’s book to 
share the adventures.  
Steve also noted that 
Matel has created  a 
Big Banana Matchbox 
car.  It is difficult to 
find in stores but can 
be ordered online.  As 
you may have already 
surmised, Steve is not 
your average run of the 
mill type person.  He 
took a trip by motor-
cycle across India that 
changed his life.  He’s 
driven the Big Banana 
through nearly all of 
the lower states, ex-

cept 6.   Steve’s dream 
for the Big Banana car 
is to drive it around 
the world.   He’s been 
to Canada and Mex-
ico, but he wants to 
take the Big Banana 
car across the world 
while providing rides.  
Steve has not heard 
back from Twisters 
but he hopes to be 
able to provide rides 
in Chelsea soon.   The 
BIg  Banana Car does 
provide updates on 
where the Banana will  
be providing rides on a 
Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
BigBananaCar.  Rides 
are given for a  dona-
tion.  
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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing 

The American In-
dependent Business 
Alliance (AMIBA) 
promotes Indepen-
dents Week beginning 
July 3 through July 9 
to unite local indepen-
dent businesses "Indie 
Locals" and citizens 
to celebrate our local 

#shopchelseamich Independents 
“Red, White & Blue Window Wars”  

businesses' entrepre-
neurial spirit and the 
freedom they embody. 

The #shopchel-
seamich indepen-
dent merchants will 
be dressing up their 
window fronts in cele-
bration of INDEPEN-
DENTS! And you can 
engage with this dis-
play by voting for the 

storefront that most 
effectively displays: 

• Best use of color
• Best alignment 

with the theme (Red, 
White & Blue)

• Most imaginative  
 Voting begins 

on July 3 and runs 
through July 9. Partic-
ipating stores will have 
a flyer in their window 

and be highlighted on 
the shopchelseamich 
website. So be sure to 
cast your vote! Last 
year's winner was La-
Maison. 

Chelsea's Indie 
Locals are excited for 
summer to begin in 
earnest. While you 
are in Chelsea shop-
ping and dining, en-

joy Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights 
and the new 2022-23 
SculptureWalk Exhib-
it.

You can show local 
love by purchasing ev-
eryday items, clothing, 
and gifts for yourself 
or someone near and 
dear to you. Then, stop 
for a tasty meal, your 
favorite coffee brew, 
or refreshing beverage 
- Chelsea has a lot to 
offer. By spending lo-
cally, you are investing 
in Chelsea, helping to 
maintain a business 
sector that contributes 
to the local economy. 

AMIBA's Multipli-
er Effect of Local In-
dependent Businesses 
states that, on aver-
age, 48 percent of each 
purchase at local in-
dependent businesses 
is recirculated locally, 

compared to less than 
14 percent of purchas-
es at chain stores. As 
the primary customer, 
residents are integral 
to sustaining these in-
dependent businesses 
that help define a com-
munity and contribute 
to its sense of place.

The #shopchelsea-
mich members invite 
everyone to help cele-
brate by participating 
in The Red, White & 
Blue Window Wars - 
July 3 - July 9. 

Follow us on Face-
book @shopchelseam-
ich, Instagram @shop-
chelseamichigan, and 
visit our website, www.
shopchelseamich.com

Thank you Myka-
la Mortgage Planning 
for being a local lend-
er who supports local 
businesses!

From: Kathy Grau
The Washtenaw 

County 4-H Junior 
Livestock consists of 
current members of 
4-H, ages 12-19.  These 
kids oversee many ac-
tivities at the Washten-
aw County 4-H Youth 
Show. This year’s show 
dates are July 25th-29th 
held at the Washtenaw 
County Farm Coun-
cil Grounds.  The kids 
of this group all raise 
livestock animals to be 
sold at the auction for 
the fair, held Thursday, 

Washtenaw County 4-H Junior Livestock: 
Making Impacts in Communities

Photos By Kathy Grau
July 28th.  This group 
of kids during their off 
time of preparing for 
the fair provides many 
community oppor-
tunities. For example 
they have partnered 
with the Chelsea Re-
tirement Community.  
Listed below are their 
activities:
October - painted 100 
pumpkins.
November - made 
place mats.
December - decorated 
Christmas ornaments.
February - donated 

100 silk roses.
April - decorated quart 
jars with Easter scenes 
and filled them with 
goodies.

“Thank you again 
so much for delivering 
the Easter jars for our 
residents! Let your 4-H 
group know how much 
joy their projects have 
brought to our resi-
dents’ Easter holiday,” 
Carly Buchbinder

Life Enrichment 
Coordinator, Chelsea 
Retirement Commu-
nity

Below are some 
quotes from the kids 
and what it means to 
them to do these proj-
ects:

Katie Polzin - 
makes her feel good 
that someone actually 
cares about the resi-
dents, loves to see the 
smiles on their faces.

Bekah Murillo - 
knows a lot of people 
who have been in CRS, 
so happy to be making 
and giving these items 
to them showing them 
that we care about 

them.
Joe Schloss - enjoys 

showing joy and love 
to the residents.

Lee Blumenauer 
- during Covid, these 
residents have been 
shut ins with little to 
no communication 
from the outside.  With 
our gifts, these gave 
them something to ap-
preciate. 

Besides all of the 
community service 
projects, the kids do 
several fund raisers, 
scooping ice cream at 

the Chelsea Fair, pop 
can drive, bake sale at 
Tractor Supply, as well 
as partnering with Au-
bree's restaurant.  The 
funds that they earn, 
the group uses to spon-
sor and support buying 
trophies and ribbons 
for the Youth Show.

They have an up-
coming fundraiser on 
Friday, June 24th with 
Aubree's restaurant.  If 
you Mention 4-H, or-
der in or take out, they 
will donate 20% of the 
purchase back to 4-H!

From: Barry Lonik
Scio Township’s 

Land Preservation pro-
gram has purchased 
a conservation ease-
ment on a 101.361 acre 
property located on the 
west side of Wagner 
Rd. south of Liberty 
Rd.  Known as the Renz 
farm, it had been in that 
family for 100 years in 
2020.  Harold "Dick" 
Renz passed away that 
year and the estate ap-
plied for conservation.  

Purchase price for 
the easement was just 
shy of $3 million, as 
the property was zoned 

SCIO TOWNSHIP COMPLETES 
UNPRECEDENTED LAND 
PRESERVATION PROJECT

agricultural but master 
planned for one acre 
housing sites.  It is bor-
dered by protected land 
to the south and west.  
Funding was provided 
by Scio Township's ded-
icated millage with sup-
port from the Ann Ar-
bor Greenbelt program, 
the Washtenaw County 
Natural Area Preserva-
tion Program, the State 
of Michigan Agricul-
tural Preservation Fund 
and the federal Agri-
cultural Conservation 
Easement Program.  It’s 
the first time five cash 
funding sources have 

been tapped for a land 
preservation project.

The property was 
immediately sold to 
Vestergaard Farms 
LLC, a local livestock 
producer which prac-
tices rotational grazing 
and has plans to host a 
community garden and 
educational activities 
on food production at 
the property.  The buy-
er was chosen through 
a public request for pro-
posals, which fixed the 
price of the conserved 
land at $320,000 and 
sought a sustainable 
use producing food for 
human consumption.  
It’s the first time such a 
process has been imple-
mented.  About 80 acres 
are currently planted in 
hay; Vestergaard will 
be moving cattle to 
the property later this 

year.  The remainder of 
the property is woods, 
treelines and farmstead.

Conservation ease-
ments are permanent 
deed restrictions on the 
use of a property.  Pur-
chasing easements costs 
less than buying the 
property, and keeps the 
property on the tax rolls 
and contributing to the 
local economy.

Scio Township’s 
dedicated land pres-
ervation millage was 
approved by voters in 
2004 and renewed in 
2012, both by large mar-
gins.  With this project 
the Township program 
has been involved in 
protecting 1,709 acres, 
with more projects set 
to close in the coming 
months.
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(Special Thank 
You To Marijane 
Nelson for Providing 
Information)

Jacob “Jake” Nelson 
is making history at 
Chelsea High School. 
Jacob recently won the 
inaugural 100-meter 
wheelchair adaptive 
race at the D2 State 
Track and Field Finals 
and claimed the state 
title. Chelsea Guard-
ian had the pleasure of 
learning more about 
Jacob and his perse-
verance and dedication 
to the sports he plays. 

CONGRATS TO JACOB NELSON 
ON A HISTORIC WIN!

 ➢ continued from page 1 Read on to learn more 
about him.

“Jacob was born 
with spina bifida and 
has overcome chal-
lenges all his life from 
learning to crawl at 1 
to learning to walk at 2. 
We adopted Jacob at 5 
months old.  Through 
the years Jacob has 
developed an interest 
in sports (mostly with 
referees) and wanted 
to try track in mid-
dle school.  He used 
his forearm crutches 
at that time to run the 
60 and 100 M.  In high 
school we knew it was 
not going to be feasible 
for him to use his fore-

arm crutches but his 
desire to be on the track 
team stayed.  Through 
a grant from the Chal-
lenged Athletes Foun-
dation (CAF) we were 
able to get him a rac-
ing chair and then this 
past year we were able 
to get money to help 
pay for a professional 
coach.  It has taken a 
year for Jacob to learn 
the mechanics of his 
chair since he needs 
to push it much differ-
ently than his manual 
wheelchair that he uses 
on a daily basis,”  his 
mother Marijane Nel-
son explained.

Jacob’s coach Beck 
Piper from Team MPI 
had this to say: "Jake 
had a lot of challeng-
es to overcome - from 
flexibility and speed 
movements, to getting 
comfortable with the 
chair, to a strong learn-
ing curve-  but he rose 
to the challenge on 
each and every one. I 
have high expectations 
as a coach and he ex-
ceeded every one of 
them. Coaching Jake 
was one of the high-

lights of my season!" 
Boys Track Head 

Coach Eric Swager 
had this to add on Ja-
cob: “Jacob has shown 
a consistent, positive 
attitude throughout 
the season.He compet-
ed in some pretty aw-
ful conditions during 
April, but hammered 
through the adversi-
ty- and was rewarded 
with a great State Meet 
scene. Jacob's entire 
team deserves credit 
for their perseverance 
and "making it hap-
pen" in a historic way.”

“Jacob has also 
been on the High 
School Bowling team 
for the last 3 years.  
This past season he was 
able to earn his varsi-
ty letter.  His highest 
score was 140.  Coach 

Eddie Greenleaf has 
been instrumental in 
helping Jake be a part 
of the bowling team 
without any special 
considerations.  The 
whole team has been 
so supportive of him,” 
states Marijane. “To 
win States was a high-
light for Jacob because 
he also rolled his best 
time of the season 
dropping almost 1.5 
seconds from his pre-
vious best time!”  

Jacob also is in-
volved in Special 
Olympics with Katy 
Fillion and his dad 
is one of his coaches.  
The day before States 
he was at the Special 
Olympics Summer 
games and won Bronze 
in his doubles compe-
tition and Silver in his 

singles competition.  
“We are so thank-

ful for the MHSAA for 
adding a wheelchair 
(adaptive) Division 
this year and want to 
help more kids who 
want to participate to 
find a chair.  We have 
been blessed to be in a 
school district who has 
embraced Jacob's love 
for sports and adapted 
to  his way of being an 
athlete. Our motto has 
been I am an Athlete 
too,” said Marijane.  

This weekend Ja-
cob is headed to the 
GLASA games in Chi-
cago area to compete 
with other wheelchair 
racers with the hopes 
of learning more and 
making nationals in 
Denver in July.

From: Katie Hubbard
The Purple Rose 

Theatre Company 
(PRTC) has selected 
a thrilling lineup of 
plays for its 32nd sea-
son, featuring three 
world premieres and 
a Michigan premiere 
play. PRTC Founder 
and Artistic Director, 
Jeff Daniels, kicks off 
the season with his 
twentieth world pre-
miere play for The Pur-
ple Rose, “Pickleball”. 
Midwest playwright 
Eric Pfeffinger’s play, 
“Human Error”, makes 
its Michigan premiere 
in Winter 2023. Quinn 
D. Eli, originally from 
the Bronx, NYC and 
now resides in Pennsyl-
vania, brings his world 
premiere play, “In 
Common”, to the PRTC 
stage next Spring. Vet-
eran Chicagoan actor 
and playwright Paul 
Stroili’s play “A Jukebox 
for the Algonquin” (a 
world premiere play) 

The Purple Rose Theatre Company Announces 
2022-2023 Season

The 32nd season begins with “Pickleball”, a World Premiere 
comedy by Jeff Daniels.

rounds out the 2022-
2023 season.
   “Pickleball” a world 
premiere by Jeff Dan-
iels 
directed by Rhiannon 
Ragland 
(September 30 - De-
cember 17, 2022)

In a wild comedy 
about America’s fast-
est growing sport, four 
below average players 
must overcome their 
own limitations in or-
der to achieve greatness 
in a game that has noth-
ing to do with pickles.
*Contains adult lan-
guage and content.
   “Human Error” a 
Michigan premiere by 
Eric Pfeffinger
directed by Lynch R. 
Travis
(February 3 - March 
18, 2023) 

Madelyn and 
Keenan are NPR-listen-
ing, latte-sipping blue-
staters who are plan-
ning a family. Or they 
were, anyway, until the 

fertility clinic screwed 
up and accidentally 
implanted their fertil-
ized embryo in another 
uterus — a uterus be-
longing to a small-gov-
ernment churchgoing 
NRA cardholder. Can 
these ideologically 
hostile couples make it 
together through nine 
months of gestation 
without killing each 
other?
*Contains adult lan-
guage & content.
   “In Common” a 
world premiere by 
Quinn D. Eli
directed by Rhiannon 
Ragland
(April 21 – June 3, 
2023)

Melanie is haunted 
by a voice that won’t 
leave her head. Call it a 
ghost, a hallucination, 
or clear evidence of a 
mental collapse. Either 
way, it’s a lingering re-
minder of a friend who 
was killed years ago; the 
friend was black, Mela-

nie is white, and ques-
tions about why it hap-
pened – and who was 
to blame – come newly 
into focus when Mela-
nie is drawn into a rela-
tionship that offers her 
a brighter future, but 
no clear escape from 
the past.
*Contains adult lan-
guage & content.
   “A Jukebox for the 
Algonquin” a world 
premiere by Paul Stroili
directed by TBA
(July 7 - September 2, 
2023)

At a senior liv-
ing community in the 
Adirondacks, a small 
group of residents de-
cide they’re not quite 
ready to “go gentle 
into that good night.” 
This band of displaced 
former city dwellers 
from Brooklyn and 
The Bronx hatch a plot 
to prove that aging is 
not a New York state 
of mind. “A Jukebox 
for the Algonquin” is 
a tale about those who 
will not be forgotten – 
a serious comedy about 
sex, drugs, and rocking 
chairs.
*Contains adult lan-
guage & content.

Underwriting sup-
port for the Purple 
Rose 2022-2023 sea-
son comes from the 
Ford Motor Compa-
ny Fund, The Hamp 
Family, Michigan Arts 
& Culture Council, 

National Endowment 
for the Arts, The Shu-
bert Foundation, and 
The Matilda R. Wilson 
Fund. Media sponsors 
include ChelseaMich.
com, HOME.fm, JTV.
TV, and Michigan Ra-
dio. 
Ticket Information 

Regular perfor-
mances are 8:00 pm 
Thursday through 
Saturday, 3:00 pm 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Saturday, and 2:00 
pm Sunday. Special dis-
counts are available for 
the first week of pre-
views and for students, 
seniors, teachers, vet-
erans/military person-
nel and groups. Prices 
range from $26-$51. 
Tickets can be pur-
chased for groups of 12 
or more starting on Fri-
day, July 1 at 1:00pm. 
PRTC donors of $250 
or more can purchase 
tickets two weeks in ad-
vance of general ticket 
sales, which are avail-
able approximately six 
weeks before each show 
opens. Patrons can pur-
chase tickets at the box 

office, by phone (734) 
433-7673 or online at 
www.purplerosethe-
atre.org. 

The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company is lo-
cated at 137 Park Street, 
Chelsea, Michigan 
48118. 
About the Purple 
Rose Theatre Com-
pany 

Founded in 1991 
by actor, playwright, 
musician and Chelsea 
native, Jeff Daniels, 
the Purple Rose The-
atre Company is a cre-
ative home for original 
American plays. In the 
168-seat theatre, pa-
trons experience an in-
timate encounter with 
live theatre. The PRTC 
also provides classes, 
readings, lectures and 
tours. It commissions 
new work from estab-
lished and early-ca-
reer playwrights. As a 
501(c)(3) not-for-prof-
it professional theatre, 
the PRTC operates un-
der a Small Professional 
Theatre agreement with 
the Actors’ Equity As-
sociation. 

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com
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Schools out! In or-
der to help our youth 
stay connected and 
engaged with peers 
and adults this sum-

SRSLY Summer Events!
mer, srsly has creat-
ed a Summer Activity 
Calendar packed with 
fun and local events. 
We kick things off this 

Friday, June 17 with 
a teen-only night of 
free bowling and free 
food at Chelsea Lanes! 
Building positive re-

lationships in a sup-
portive community is 
a strong protective fac-
tor for positive mental 
health. Please share 

this calendar with the 
youth in your life, and 
join in the fun!
Happy summer!
Deb Hubbard & 

Marianne Knox 
srsly Community 
Team Leads 
www.srsly.org 

It’s back. The big-
gest fundraising raf-
fle that supports the 
Michigan Philhar-
monic is happening 
this summer with the 
chance to win a trip 
for two on a unique 
wine cruise of the Pa-
cific Northwest. 

The wine cruise 
will travel along the 
Columbia and Snake 
rivers from Oct. 30 
through Nov. 7 this 
year. The prize in-
cludes the nine-day 
cruise aboard the 
American Empress, 
plus roundtrip airfare 
for two. Travelers will 
experience the seren-
ity of the wilderness 
in the Pacific North-
west with dramatic 
scenery and soothing 
waterways leading to 
wine country, tasting 
wonderful vintages 
and experiencing the 
unique feel of a pad-
dleboat-style cruise 
ship. 

Tickets for the raf-
fle are $50 each and 
only 400 will be sold. 
Tickets can be pur-
chased through the 
Michigan Philhar-
monic offices located 
in Plymouth or online 
at michiganphil.org. 
The drawing for the 
winner will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 13 
during the upcoming 
Philharmonic concert 
at the Eleanor & Ed-
sel Ford Estate. Win-
ner will be contacted 

Philharmonic fundraising 
raffle returns with cruise 

Winners will experience 9-day paddleboat cruise 
of Pacific Northwest  

that day and does not 
need to be present to 
win. 

For information 
contact the Michi-
gan Philharmonic at 
www.michiganphil.
org or call (734) 451-
2112. You can also 
contact the Philhar-
monic at info@mich-
iganphil.org.  

About the Mich-
igan Philharmonic: 
Wrapping up its 76th 
season, the Mich-
igan Philharmon-
ic – (or “Michigan 
Phil”) – is one of 
the most innovative 
and dynamic profes-
sional orchestras in 
Southeast Michigan. 
Nan Washburn, Mu-
sic Director & Con-
ductor since 1999, 
has won 19 ASCAP 
Awards for Adventur-
ous Programming of 
Contemporary Music 
from the League of 
American Orchestras.  
In 2019 the Michigan 
Philharmonic was 
awarded Second Place 
in the American Prize 
for Professional Or-
chestras.  The orches-
tra performs in an 
ever-expanding ros-
ter of Michigan com-
munities; including 
Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville, Livonia, 
Brighton, Downtown 
Detroit, and many 
others. The Michigan 
Phil is committed 
to reaching out to a 
 continued on page 9
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From: Emily Tierney
American 1 

Credit Union recent-
ly awarded several 
need-based scholar-
ships of $1,000 each 
to graduating high 
school seniors from 
southern Michigan.

The awards are 
part of American 1’s 
annual Community 
Involvement Schol-
arship Program. The 
scholarship applica-
tion focused on why 
the student needed 

American 1 Credit Union Announces 
2022 Scholarship Recipients

the scholarship and 
how receiving an edu-
cation would support 
them in changing 
their life – while also 
positively impacting 
their community.

Each student ap-
plicant submitted an 
essay explaining their 
financial need for the 
scholarship, discuss-
ing how education 
will improve their 
personal lives and 
communities. Amer-
ican 1 funds scholar-

ships through their 
Skip-a-Pay program, 
where credit union 
members can choose 
to skip one month’s 
loan payment for a 
$25 fee, and a portion 
of this fee funds the 
scholarship program.

“This has been an-
other amazing year 
of applications!” said 
Janelle Merritt, Com-
munity Partnerships 
Manager for Amer-
ican 1. “We are so 
proud to acknowl-

edge and award these 
16 very deserving se-
niors as they prepare 
to take the next steps 
in their future pur-
suits.”

The 2022 Amer-
ican 1 Scholarship 
winners are:
• Miriam B., North-
west HS - Jackson 
County
• Emily D., Northwest 
HS – Jackson County
• Taylor R., Clinton 
HS – Lenawee Coun-
ty

• Cecily W., Western 
HS – Jackson County
• Katelyn S., Napo-
leon HS – Jackson 
County
• Josef B., Concord 
HS – Jackson County
• Bryant T., Spring-
port HS – Calhoun 
County
• Anna M., Western 
HS – Jackson County
• Breanna B., Jackson 
Prep & Early College 
– Jackson College
• Landon R., North-
west HS – Jackson 

County
• Katherine G., 
Springport HS – Cal-
houn County
• Maya H., Clinton 
HS – Lenawee Coun-
ty
• Evan H., Northwest 
HS – Jackson County
• Noah K., Marshall 
HS – Calhoun Coun-
ty
• Rowan W., Chelsea 
HS – Washtenaw 
County
• Rhea S., Salem HS – 
Wayne County

By: Laura Perkins, 
Laura Perkins 
Animal Behavior, 
LLC, Chelsea

There are two main 
ways to incorporate 
training into your life 
with your dog, and 
most of the time a lit-
tle of each is the way to 
see results.  The first is 
to observe your dog in 
daily life, provide cues 
when you want your 
dog to do something 
she already knows how 
to do (like sitting at the 
door) and to reinforce 
behaviors you see that 
you like (such as keep-
ing feet on the floor 
when she greets you).  

The second is to set 
aside a few minutes to 
work on a specific, dis-
crete skill.    For exam-
ple teaching a down or 
a trick.  Today I’m go-
ing to share the ingre-

Training Session Ingredients

Fletcher learning to wait his turn in the crate.

dients for a successful 
and enjoyable discrete 
training session.    I’ll 
share my recipe too - 
but you might put the 
ingredients together 
in a different way that 
works best for you.   
The ingredients: 

1. Training equip-
ment including plenty 
of small and yummy 
treats, clicker, any oth-
er props you may need 
for the task you are 
teaching.  

2. A way to give 
breaks between rounds 
such as toys to play 
with together, puzzles, 
or sniff time outside.

3. A timer to help 
you to keep your 
rounds short.

4. A method for 
giving your dog a job 
while you set up.  This 
could be a learned be-
havior such as waiting 

on a mat or in a crate 
or it could be a puzzle 
toy that your dog can 
enjoy while you get sit-
uated.  

5. A way to record 
what you do.    This 
could be your phone 
to take video or make a 
voice memo or a note-
book to jot down what 
you worked on and 
how it went.    Track-
ing your progress is so 
important for keeping 
on track towards your 
goals.  

Since I have two 
dogs, I tend to use a 
crate for one of them 
to wait in.  Sometimes 
I’ll use a mat behavior 
instead, but every once 
in a while staying is too 
hard!  So the crate en-
sures that the working 
dog doesn’t get inter-
rupted by the waiting 
dog.  I’ve worked hard 
to be sure they are hap-
py to wait their turn in 
the crate, quietly. 

To begin a session, 
one dog goes to the 
crate and the other goes 
to a mat.  This is when 
I get my treats, clicker 
and other equipment 
situated.    I’ll decide 
what I’m going to work 
on and then either set 
a timer or count out 
10-20 treats and work 
on that skill until the 
time or treats are used 
up.    My preference is 
to video my sessions, 
but sometimes I’ll use 

a notebook instead to 
track what we did. 

When the first 
round is up, the dogs 
switch.    They have 
learned the phrase 
“ok Doug’s/Dan’s 
turn!”    And are eager 
to trade places,    The 
dog in the crate gets 
a puzzle toy or treat 
scatter while they take 
a little break and the 
dog that was just rest-
ing gets their turn at 
training time. When I 
am only working with 
one dog (maybe one 
is outside), we do toy 
play together between 
rounds instead of the 

puzzle toy in the crate.
This routine is 

helpful for all of us so 
that the pups know 
what to expect and so 
I stay on track with the 
goals I have for a train-
ing session.    Taking 
these frequent breaks 
after short rounds of 
training gives me time 
to reflect on what I 
might do different-
ly on the next round 
or what the next step 
might look like.    The 
breaks give the dogs 
some time to rest and 
really enjoy an activ-
ity they love without 
any expectations (food 

puzzles or play time).  
I’ll repeat this so 

that each dog gets 2-3 
turns and then at the 
end they each get some 
playtime.    The whole 
session usually takes 
somewhere between 
15 and 30 minutes. 
Each dog ends up do-
ing about 5-6 minutes 
of training.  

You might find 
that a different struc-
ture works better for 
you and your dog.  Try 
rearranging the ingre-
dients until you find 
the best fit!    Happy 
Training!
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly Summary
Incident #: 22-1849

Location: W. Old US 12 X Taylor St.

Date: June 11, 2022

Time: 10:36 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers were dis-
patched to the area of 
W. Old US 12 and Tay-
lor Street for the report 
from an off-duty officer 
of a driver whose driv-
ing behavior appeared 
erratic. Officers locat-
ed the vehicle and were 
able to stop the vehicle. 
Upon making contact 
with the driver and ask-
ing a series of questions 
it was suspected that 
the driver was under 
the influence of alco-

hol and was suspected 
of being over the legal 
limit. The driver was 
asked to step out of the 
vehicle and perform a 
series of standard field 
sobriety tests. At the 
conclusion of the tests 
the officer determined 
that the driver was 
above the legal limit to 
operate a motor vehi-
cle and was placed un-
der arrest for suspicion 
of driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 
The driver identified 
as a 58-year-old Chel-

sea woman was placed 
under arrest and sub-
sequently booked on a 
charge of driving under 
the influence of alco-
hol and transported to 
the Washtenaw County 
Jail where she would be 
held. The case remains 
open pending labo-
ratory analysis by the 
Michigan State Police 
crime lab and warrant 
review by the Washten-
aw County Prosecutor’s 
Office.

 ➢ continued from page 6

By: Dustin 
Suntheimer

Theodore Roos-
evelt is one of the most 
notable Presidents in 
American history- and 
he was a Freemason. In 
personal life, many of 
his actions were guid-
ed by the three princi-
pal tenets of Masonry- 
Brotherly Love, Relief, 
and Truth. And it is 
the topic of relief that 
I want to highlight to-
day. 

Olive Lodge #156 
in Chelsea has been 
working in our com-
munity since its 
founding on January 
13, 1865. Our Broth-
ers have gone to war 
for this country, con-
structed buildings that 
still exist today, farm 
the local land, run 
businesses, have medi-
cal practices, law firms, 
and have been pillars 
of the community. We 
have also been provid-
ing relief to our com-
munity- in many ways 
over the years. 

Most recently, the 
men of Olive Lodge 
have been busy about 
town providing relief 
that will directly affect 
the families of Chelsea. 
During our meetings, 
we all decided to do a 
couple of things that 
will help keep our town 
great. The first thing we 
did was make a $1,200 

Brotherly Love, 
Relief, and Truth 

- The Tenets of 
Freemasonry

donation to the Chel-
sea Public Library to 
help fund the Summer 
Reading Program as a 
Gold Sponsor. Below 
is a picture of Mas-
ter Scott Moneypen-
ny and Brother Ryan 
Cumming making the 
donation to Shannon 
Powers, Head of Infor-
mation Services, at the 
library. These funds 
will help the library 
provide the valuable 
program to the chil-
dren of Chelsea. 

With the tenet 
of Relief still on our 
minds, our next do-
nation went to Faith 
In Action, one of the 
most valuable resourc-
es in our town. With 
their mission of: “Pro-
viding essential sup-
port to alleviate the 
effects of hunger and 
poverty for those in 
the Dexter, Chelsea, 
and surrounding com-
munities”, we know 
that our the funds will 
go for much needed 

assistance. Below is a 
picture of me handing 
off a check for $1,200 
to Ruth Jennings- a 
volunteer at FIA since 
2013. 

Finally, and cer-
tainly not least, Olive 
Lodge has created the 
Robert Taylor Memori-
al Scholarship available 
to students who enroll 
in a trades program at 
Washtenaw Commu-
nity College. His estate 
donated $10,000 to 
build this scholarship 
to be used specifically 
to promote careers in 
the trades and for stu-
dents in their last year 
of a program. Robert 
Taylor was a former 
President of Feder-
al Screw Works and 
a lifelong Freemason. 
The scholarship will be 
administered through 
WCC. 

As a sponsor and 
longtime supporter of 
Sounds and Sights, we 
will be out every week 
at our Lodge selling 
popcorn and talking 
about our Lodge. We 
encourage the men of 
Chelsea to come by 
and ask about what 
we do. In these busy 
times, men are looking 
for ways to give back 
to their community, to 
meet like minded peo-
ple, and to be a part 
of something bigger. 
We have been here for 
over 157 years promot-
ing the basic pillar of 
Freemasonry: Mak-
ing Good Men Better. 
Come see what we can 
do for you!

Incident #: 22-1829

Location: 500 block of McKinley St.

Date: June 9, 2022

Time: 5:53 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers were dis-
patched to the 500 
block of McKinley 
Street for the report 
of a domestic assault 
that had reportedly oc-
curred. Upon arrival 
the suspect and victim 
were separated and the 
victim was found at the 
rear of the house. The 
victim was seen holding 

a towel to the facial area 
and there was a visible 
bleeding injury to the 
left leg. The suspect a 
23-year-old Chelsea 
man was located inside 
the house. After con-
ducting interviews with 
the parties involved the 
suspect was place un-
der arrest for Domestic 
Assault and was trans-
ported to the Chelsea 
Police Department for 

processing and then 
transported to the 
Washtenaw County Jail 
where he would be held 
pending review by the 
Washtenaw Prosecu-
tor’s Office. A charge of 
Aggravated Domestic 
Assault was authorized 
and the suspect was ar-
raigned on the charge. 
The case was closed 
with the authorization 
of the warrant.

broad and diverse ar-
ray of audiences and 
providing enjoyable 
cultural and social 
experiences, while 

Philharmonic 
fundraising raffle 

returns with cruise 
Winners will experience 9-day 

paddleboat cruise of Pacific Northwest  
encouraging anyone 
who loves live music 
events to “Spend the 
night with Michigan 
Phil.”  

For tickets and 

more information, 
please visit www.
michiganphil.org or 
call (734) 451-2112. 
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