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Chelsea High School 
Celebrates Class of 2023

For more 
information visit: 

https://chelseamich.com/annual-events/ssf/

I’ve only attend-
ed community theater 
once, at the Ann Ar-
bor Civic Theater for 
a pre-opening night 
screening. My opinion, 
walking into a small-
town community the-
ater performance was, 
“it probably won’t be 
that good.”  I didn’t 
think such a small 
number of people 
could produce a large 
number of talented 
theatrical performers.   
I was wrong. I expect-
ed to cringe at bad 
singing but the reality 
was, I was enthralled 
by the beautiful voices 

Chelsea Area Players Perform 
The Only Man in Town

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski

on stage.   By the time 
it was over, I thought 
I should start drink-
ing the tap water in 
Chelsea to get better 
at shower singing, and 
Karaoke. How does a 
little town like Chelsea 
have so much talent?

The Only Man in 
Town, takes the history 
of Chelsea and weaves 
the story of how  the 
town as we know it 
today, came to be. The 
town's newspapers act 
as the narrator.  As a 
reporter, I smiled at 
the idea that the writer 
of a small town paper 
helped narrate history.  
Not history created a 
political tool, but a his-

tory of what happened, 
no matter the polit-
ical party or favored 
presidential candidate.   
Through Jason P. Ey-
ster’s research skills 
and story telling abil-
ity, I learned about, 
“the crook who built 
the clocktower.”   It is a 
structure  that is a part 
of Chelsea and is akin 
to a nose on a face.  I’ve 
never imagined how 
it came to be or that 
illegal politics creat-
ed it.  Jason P Eyster 
wove a tale that kept 
me attentive and curi-
ous.    It is a tale that 
teaches and celebrates 
the city. To be given a 
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gift and be able to write 
and research that well 
is pretty amazing.  But 
to be able to compose 
as well as he did is also 
pretty amazing.  I am 
still singing, “Chelsea, 
Michigan,” and if you 
attended, I’m sure you 
are too.  If you’ve ever 
believed there is not 
enough art in public 
schools, it is  nice to 
know an artist is the 
sitting Vice President 
on Chelsea’s Board of 
Education.  

The Glazier fam-

Chelsea Area Players 
Perform The Only 

Man in Town

ily, who attended on 
Saturday night, had a 
presentation after the 
show to thank Jason 
for writing their fam-
ily history.   Also in 
attendance were pro-
ducers from New York.  
I was unable to ask if 
they had any broadway 
visions for the small 
town of Chelsea, but 
what a thrill to imagine 
that they do! 

If you missed the 
Chelsea Area Players 
presentation of The 
Only  Man in Town, I 
am sorry.  It’s no longer 

running.  But, if you 
have a small minded 
attitude, like I did, that  
small town communi-
ty theater cannot have 
that much talent , you 
are profoundly mistak-
en.  The orchestra was 
spectacular, and the 
singing was amazing   
Congratulations to a 
job well done to the 
entire cast and crew.   
The set was a perfect 
representation of every 
small town Main St. 
in Michigan in which 
I have ever lived. The 
Only Man in Town was 
Chelsea Area Players 
82nd show in 51 ‘years.    
The experience of the 
Chelsea Area Players 
in putting on a pro-
fessionally entertain-
ing show is clear.  If 
you’ve never attended, 
do come to the next 
show.  My only com-
plaint is that Judge 
Karl Fink was typecast.  
I read that he hasn’t 
performed as an actor 
since high school and 
based on him playing 
Judge Weist, I think he 
still hasn’t.  Congratu-
lations to everyone in-
volved, you put togeth-
er an entertaining tale 
about your town. 
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Savings in
Chelsea

From: Shawn 
Personke

Chelsea may be 
famous for Jiffy Mix, 
the Purple Rose The-
atre, and its thriving 
art and restaurant 
scene, but there’s more 
to the city's story. This 
summer the Chelsea 
Area Historical Soci-
ety unpacks both the 
famous and infamous 
in their inaugural 
walking tour, “Boozy 
History of Chelsea: 
Saloons, Pubs & Bars,” 
on Saturdays, June 10 
and 17.

Tour leader and 
organizer, Jasen King, 
is excited about the 
museum’s new “pub 
crawl.” Working with 
former board mem-
ber Cary Church’s 
research and muse-
um volunteer Mary 
Keaton, he found a 
deep well of stories 
dating from the 1850s 
through the 1990s, 
highlighting a wild 

Chelsea History Museum 
Walks Back to Era of Taverns, 

Pubs, and Prohibition
and free-flowing past 
filled with political 
intrigue, gambling, 
murder, and hours-
long fist fights.

"Chelsea has a fas-
cinating history,” said 
King. "Much of the 
past has been forgot-
ten, but this tour will 
tell the stories of legal 
and illegal drinking, 
tavern escapades, the 
temperance move-
ment and prohibition, 
and how the land-
scape and demand for 
alcohol morphed into 
today’s sensibility.”

King said that, at 
times, the rules and 
regulations were less 
stringent, but some-
times state politi-
cians, like Frank Gla-
zier, took a local and 
strong hand in solv-
ing the drinking and 
gambling problems of 
their era.

CAHS board 
president and Chelsea 
native, Jan Bernath, 

recalls the “bar scene” 
growing up in the 
1940s and ‘50s. She’s 
looking forward to 
learning more about 
the how things were 
in early Chelsea his-
tory.

“I always thought 
Seitz's on West Mid-
dle Street was the only 
bar ever in town,” said 
Bernath.  “When the 
idea came up to de-
velop a historic pub 
crawl, I was all in. I’m 
thrilled with the new 
tour and the stories 
and secrets behind 
Chelsea's familiar 
storefronts that are 
still standing.”

Because much 
of the walking event 
takes place in the 
city’s social district, 
the tour includes 
stops for beverages. 
Walkers will be able 
to stroll with their 
beverage of choice. 

Tickets and 
more info about 

“Boozy Chelsea: Sa-
loons, Pubs & Bars” 
are available via 
Eventbrite. Admis-
sion is $20 for the 
90-minute tour, with 
discounts for muse-
um members. Combo 
tour and membership 
tickets are available 
for $25. 



Page 4Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian June 16, 2023    

By: Laura Perkins, 
Laura Perkins 
Animal Behavior, 
Chelsea

It’s already been 
a hot summer and 
we’re just getting into 
June!  Michigan has 
so many water-cen-
tered activities to of-
fer from swimming 
to kayaking or pad-
dle boarding. Sharing 
these activities with 
your canine compan-
ion can be great fun. 
But it’s important to 
introduce them to the 
water carefully so that 
they learn to enjoy it. 

Before starting 
with any water activ-
ity be sure to obtain 
a well fitted life jack-
et for your dog. Even 
good swimmers can 
tire out or encounter 
surges of currents that 
can be very danger-
ous. Another safety 
tip is to observe your 
dog and prevent her 
from swallowing or 

Doggie Paddling!

inhaling too much 
water. Using a bumper 
or frisbee for fetch is 
better than a tennis 
ball because less water 
can enter their mouths 
passively. 

When you are 
ready to try some wa-
ter time with your dog 
here’s some steps to 
consider;

1. Choose an area 
that is easy for them 
to get in and out of 
with either solid steps 
or a gradual beach. 
Choose an area that is 
quiet and free of other 
stressors in the envi-
ronment. For example 
if your dog is afraid of 
strangers - find a time 
to go when there ar-
en’t going to be people 
around! 

2. Don’t force 
interaction with the 
water. Instead offer a 
game of tug or catch in 
the very shallow part 
of the water. 

3. Don’t bribe 

with treats. Instead of-
fer treats *after* they 
enter the water. This 
is so that they are con-
fident about getting 
their feet wet rather 
than doing so with 
hesitation just to get 
the food. 

4. Stay close to 
them, keep on leash (a 
long leash can be help-
ful) until you are sure 
they can swim well. 

5. Continue to 
move into deeper wa-
ter with them as they 
seem ready. 

6. Once they are 
swimming you can 
try a game of fetch but 
don’t throw the toy 
further than you are 
willing to go to get it 
yourself! 

7. If you want to 
try kayaking or paddle 
boarding with your 
dog, introduce them 
to the equipment on 
dry land first. Then 
try jn shallow water 
where you can easily 
help them to be sta-
ble or get on and off 
of the board/boat. As 
their confidence be-
comes clear you can 
try a short paddle or 
ride. Be sure to watch 
them closely and end 
the ride if they seem 
nervous - you can try 
again another day. 

Enjoy the summer 
with your pups!
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Two Dates Available for 
Chelsea Community 

Foundation Grant 
Application Forum

From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing 
doris@
dandbmarketing.com
Greg Yankee
gyankee@cfsem.org

Greg Yankee will 
be hosting a zoom call 
for potential and pre-
vious Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation 
grant recipients. Grants 

ranging from $5,000 to 
$25,000 are available to 
eligible applicants.  

Yankee is a senior 
program officer at the 
Community Foun-
dation for Southeast 
Michigan. In that ca-
pacity, he assists the 
Chelsea Community 
Foundation Advisory 
Committee in its re-

view of grant applica-
tions and subsequent 
awards. 

The purpose of the 
meeting is to provide an 
informal but informa-
tive forum for people 
interested in learning 
more about the applica-
tion requirements, pro-
cess, and timeline. 

This is an oppor-
tunity to ask questions 
and learn more about 
funding opportunities 
through the Chelsea 
Community Founda-
tion in its mission to 
support all things Chel-
sea. 

Dates: June 21, 
from 11 am - 12 pm - 
RSVP by June 20 at 5 
p.m.

June 28, from 2 pm 

- 3 pm - RSVP by June 
27 at 5 p.m.  

Contact Greg Yan-
kee @ gyankee@cfsem.
org.  Send a brief email 
with your preferred 
date and you will re-
ceive a zoom link for 
the meeting. 

The Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation 
Grant Application 
Deadline is August 15, 
2023. Anyone interest-
ed has time to apply 
for this grant cycle. The 
next application dead-
line is February 15, 
2024. 

Share this informa-
tion with anyone that 
you think might benefit 
from participating in 
this forum. 
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By Gretchen Zale
The Chelsea Se-

nior Center Sewing 
Group has met weekly 
for eight years, mak-
ing dresses for “Little 
Dresses for Africa”. 
The worldwide proj-
ect began 15 years ago, 
providing 10.5 million 
contributions from 
more than 87 coun-
tries. To date, the CSC 

SENIOR MOMENT: 
“Little Dresses for Africa” 

– International Philanthropy  

group has contributed 
more than 2,000 gar-
ments, ranging from 
dresses for young girls, 
‘britches’ for boys, an-
kle-length skirts for 
older girls, as well as 
attractive feminine hy-
giene kits.

Sandy Diemer, 
who leads the Sewing 
Group at CSC, works 
together with volun-

teers to cut, sew (and 
smile), every Wednes-
day from 1:00 – 3:00 
pm. Sewing machines 
are available on-site 
and sewers may take 
ready- to-ass emble 
materials to work on 
at home, returning the 
dresses when finished. 
Completed items are 
taken to Rockwell, 
Michigan, then sent 

to Malawi, Africa for 
distribution to un-
derprivileged youth 
in nearby developing 
countries.

Each Sewing 
Group session pro-
vides a selection of col-
orful, often donated, 
fabric, matching tape 
and written instruc-
tions for the garments, 
pockets and ruffle ac-

cents. Fully washable 
sanitary-pad liners 
go into hand-made 
draw-string bags (in-
cluding zip-lock bags 
and panties), to supply 
older girls attending 
schools with no avail-
able sanitary facilities.

Any adults in-
terested in joining 
the group or learn-
ing more about the 

project may visit “lit-
t ledressesforafrica.
org” online—or stop 
in at the CSC Sewing 
Group on Wednesdays 
from 1:00 – 3:00 pm.

The Senior Mo-
ment feature high-
lights opportuni-
ties for older adults 
through the Chelsea 
Senior Center and re-
lated organizations.

Sandy Diemer (above) has been the CSC 
Sewing group leader since its inception, 
and has printed information about the 

international aid program for those who 
would like to know more.

CSC Sewing Group participants (above) display samples of recently completed skirts
 and dresses.
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Sunday, June 4th 
2023, around 200 
students, a host of 
faculty, and proud 
family members cel-
ebrated the Chelsea 
High School class of 
2023’s graduation.  The 
sun shone as if to cele-
brate the bright futures 
of the graduating class.  
The weather was mag-
nificent   When  Pomp 
and Circumstance be-
gan to play, I felt the 
excitement of a future 
about to unfold.  I felt 
nostalgia for a time be-
fore being jaded and a 
time when the choices 
and paths are limitless.  
Graduation is an ab-
solutely magical point 
in life. Even though 
it wasn't my day or 
one of my children's, I 
couldn’t help but smile 
with the students hap-
py to witness their mo-
ment. 

Dr. Angel began by 
listing off the many ac-
complishments of stu-
dents in 2023.  Chel-
sea students are state 
Champs in personal 
finance for the 6th 
time and are headed 
to nationals. The ro-
botics team received 
a community service 

Chelsea High School 
Celebrates Class of 2023

 ➢ continued from page 1 and outreach award 
and hosted 10 visiting 
schools.  The Blue-
Print, Chelsea’s stu-
dent newspaper won 
an award for National 
excellence and the  \
Theater Guild contin-
ues to grow and create 
an amazing program. 
80% of seniors partici-
pated in a club, music, 
or a sport and Chelsea’s 
water polo team made 
it to the state finals 
for the first time.  Dr. 
Angel noted the op-
portunities to perform 
community service 
through several clubs 
at the school.  He went 
on to announce Jacob 
Nelson’s  3 state titles 
and 3 state records 
in track and field  D2 
state meet. He noted 
that Chelsea is ranked 
330th in the state 
of Michigan which 
equates to being in the 
top 4% of schools in 
the nation.  He listed 
all the accolades and 
accomplishments of 
the sports teams in 
Chelsea, which were so 
numerous, I could not 
keep up, to put it sim-
ply, the Chelsea athletic 
department is so strong 
that if you partici-
pate in a sport there’s 
a strong chance you’ll 
win Districts.  Chelsea 

superintendent Mi-
chael Kapolka spoke 
next, abbreviating 100 
things that matter to 3: 
relationships, even dis-
agreements are good 
because opportunities 
to grow are presented. 
Kindness matters and 
it's contagious. And 
if opportunity doesn’t 
knock (it won’t always) 
build your own door 
with grit, adaptability, 
and confidence.  He 
encouraged the stu-
dents to attempt the 
impossible.

The student speak-
ers were up next start-
ing with Pheobe Har-
ris. She thanked her 
classmates to reflect 
on the questions: what 
kind of place are you 
starting your life in and 
what kind of place do 
you want to leave be-
hind?  She encouraged 
her classmates to not 
view the task as impos-
sible.  She offered the 
suggestion that mak-
ing small changes in 
the right direction was 
something each gradu-
ate could do.  The neg-
ative old root system 
might be thick but it is 
possible to trim vines 
for a healthier place 
for everyone.  Peter 
Mourad gave the sec-
ond student speech, 
which was charming 
and witty.  He outlined 
the ideals most often 
given in graduation 
speeches: work hard, 
fail big, be kind, dream 
big. Peter outlined how 
hard the seniors want-
ed to win the pep ral-
ly, at least once.  They 
worked hard for it but 
the upstart sopho-
mores stole the victo-
ry,and thus the seniors 
failed big.  He high-
lighted being kind by 
discussing a lonely Dr. 
Angel weeping in the 
lunchroom and how 
easy it would be to sit 
next to him and show 
compassion.    I was 
thoroughly impressed 
by the wisdom and wit 
of the Chelsea seniors.   
The graduates were an-
nounced and received 
their diplomas.  It was 
an amazing day for 
an amazing group of 
students to step into 
the next phase of their 
lives.  I was honored to 
be able to watch.  

From: Tracie Stoffer

Airanna Griecci 
Kellogg 

Community College
Soccer

Parents: Alberta and Stephen Griecci

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
COLLEGE SIGNING
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 23-2245

Location: 400 block of AD Mayer Dr.

Date: June 7, 2023

Time: 1:04 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 400 
block of AD Mayer Dr. 
for the report of a ver-
bal altercation with 
someone loitering on 
the property. Upon ar-
rival the officer made 
contact with the com-
plainant who stated 
that he had observed a 
male subject sitting in 
his vehicle in the park-
ing lot and listening to 
music at a loud volume. 
The complainant stated 
that he approached as 
the suspect exited his 
vehicle and was walk-

ing away and inquired 
if he could be of any 
help. The suspect stat-
ed that he did not need 
anything and was “chil-
lin”. The complainant 
stated that he informed 
him that if he did not 
have any business on 
the property that he 
would have to leave. 
The suspect reportedly 
got upset by this and 
began insulting the 
complainant and threw 
a juice box in his direc-
tion. The complainant 
separated himself from 
the situation and dialed 
911. The officer located 
the suspect, identified 

as a 34-year-old Chelsea 
man. The suspect was 
interviewed about what 
had taken place. The 
suspect admitted to get-
ting into an argument 
with the complainant 
but denied throwing 
the juice box. The sus-
pect was released from 
the scene and advised 
not to come back onto 
the property. The case 
will be submitted to 
the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Prosecutors Office 
for warrant review to 
determine if there was 
sufficient evidence for 
a charge of Disorderly 
Person.

The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company 
(PRTC) announces 
the final production 
of their 32nd season, 
“A Jukebox for the 
Algonquin” a World 
Premiere play by Paul 
Stroili. Tickets are on 
sale now.

At a senior living 
community in the 
Adirondacks, a small 
group of residents de-
cide they’re not quite 
ready to “go gentle 
into that good night.” 
This band of displaced 
former city dwellers 
from Brooklyn and 
The Bronx hatch a plot 
to prove that aging is 
not a New York state 
of mind. “A Jukebox 
for the Algonquin” is 
a tale about those who 
will not be forgotten 
– a serious comedy 
about sex, drugs, and 
rocking chairs.

“A Jukebox for the 
Algonquin” contains 
adult content and may 
not be suitable for 
children under the age 
of 13.

A Resident Artist 
at PRTC, Paul Stroili’s 
autobiographical solo 
show “Straight Up 
with a Twist” toured 
the U.S. for over nine 
years, culminating 
in a twice-extended 
Off-Broadway run. 
Stroili’s other play-
writing credits include 
“Last Call at the Aard-
vark”, “Cheese Louise”, 
“Plane Crazy”, and 
“My Dinner with Ar-
lecchino”. His screen-
play for the film “The 

The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company to 
open “A Jukebox for 

the Algonquin” A 
World Premiere by 

Paul Stroili

Beating” was utilized 
by Columbia College 
in their course of study 
on short filmmaking. 
His writing has also 
appeared in Los An-
geles Magazine and 
New York Magazine. 
Recently, Paul served 
as Executive Produc-
er for the feature film, 
“Wake”, which was 
awarded Best Feature 
Film honors at River-
side, Alexandria and 
Sedona International 
Film Festivals.  While 
residing in Los Ange-
les, he was a faculty 
member in the UCLA 
Entertainment Studies 
program. He lives in 
Chicago.

P e r f o r m a n c e s 
run from Friday, July 
7 through Saturday, 
September 2, 2023. 
Previews, with re-
duced-price tickets, 
are available through 
Thursday, July 13. The 
press opening is Fri-
day, July 14 at 8:00pm.

Directed by Suzi 
Regan (Birmingham), 
the cast features Su-
san Angelo (Los An-
geles, CA), Wallace 
Bridges (Ypsilanti), 
Ruth Crawford (Ann 
Arbor), Mark Col-
son (Detroit), MaryJo 
Cuppone (Ann Ar-
bor), Ethan May (Bev-
erly Hills), and John 
Seibert (Ann Arbor). 
Set design by Bartley 
H. Bauer, properties 
by Danna Segrest, 
costumes by Suzanne 
Young, lighting by 
Noele Stollmack, and 
sound by Brad Phil-

lips. Karen Anne 
George is the stage 
manager.

The production 
sponsors for “A Juke-
box for the Algon-
quin” are Lume Can-
nabis Co. Ann Arbor, 
Chelsea State Bank, 
and Rick Taylor, Rein-
hart Realtors. Under-
writing support for the 
season comes from the 
Chelsea Community 
Foundation, Commu-
nity Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan, 
The Ford Motor Com-
pany Fund, The Hamp 
Family Fund, Michi-
gan Arts and Culture 
Council, National En-
dowment for the Arts, 
The Shubert Founda-
tion, and The Matilda 
R. Wilson Fund. Me-
dia sponsors include 
HOME.fm, JTV, and 
Michigan Radio.

Ticket Informa-
tion

All performanc-
es will be held at The 
Purple Rose Theatre 
Company, 137 Park 
Street, Chelsea, Mich-
igan 48118. The per-
formance calendar can 
be found at https://
www.purplerosethe-
atre.org/calendar/.

Ticket prices start 
at $30 with special 
discounts for seniors, 
patrons 30 years or 
younger, members of 
the military, teachers, 
and groups (12+). For 
more information or 
to make reservations 
call (734) 433-7673 or 
go to www.purplero-
setheatre.org.

From: Alan 
Umpstead

Cade Umpstead 
graduated from Saline 
High School. He plans 
to attend Saginaw Val-
ley State University to 
study Environmental 
Science.

Covenant Church of 
Chelsea Celebrates 

Graduate


