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District 14, is a new 
seat created  by the 
Michigan Independent 
Citizens redistricting 
Commission.  The  po-
sition is for Michigan’s 
state senate.  The new 
district loops in the  
northern half of Ann 
Arbor, northern and 
western Washtenaw 
County and the major-
ity of Jackson County.  

Kelsey Heck Wood Vies to Make 
History in Michigan’s 14th District

The Purple Rose Theatre Company 
is thrilled to announce 

Jeff Daniels: Onstage & 
Unplugged streaming option! 

Story on page 8

Photos by:  Trey Pfeiffer
From: Stefanie 
Dever

Chelsea Robot-
ics FRC Team 1502 
Technical Difficulties 

A Banner Year: 
Chelsea Robotics

has officially wrapped 
up their 2021/2022 
competition season. 
While it may not have 
 continued on page 2
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 ➢ continued from page 1
It provides an opening 
for a Democrat in Re-
publican stronghold 
Jackson County. 

Many of the people 
in the outlying country 
parts of Jackson love 
to boast that Jackson 
is the birthplace of 
the Republican party.  
The Republican party, 
however, identifies  its 
birthplace as Ripon 
Wisconsin.  Nonethe-
less, Jackson county 
is a proud Republican 
stronghold.  

I asked Kelsey 
what made her decide 
to run.  She explained 
that she’d been work-
ing with Voters not 
Politicians and has 

Kelsey Heck Wood Vies to Make 
History in Michigan’s 14th District

been involved in redis-
tricting thought advo-
cating for fair districts. 
District 14  created the 
possibility of a Dem-
ocratic senator from 
Jackson county for the 
first time in 130 years.  
Kelsey has the experi-
ence and drive to do it 
and do it well, so she 
jumped at the oppor-
tunity. 

I wanted to know 
what Kelsey hoped to 
accomplish in the posi-
tion.  Kelsey explained 
that the economic in-
equality in Jackson 
and across the state  is 
something she’d like 
to impact positive-
ly.   Kelsey would like 
to work toward any-

thing that can be done 
to address the stark 
economic inequality 
across the state, be it; 
child care, health care, 
or public schools.  She 
is primarily focused on  
what can be done to 
address child poverty.  

I asked Kelsey what 
experience she brings 
to the position.   Kelsey, 
a former member of 
Jackson City Council 
has had to reach across 
the aisle to accomplish  
anything in that po-
sition.  She is accus-
tomed to working with 
people who disagree 
with her opinions  and 
in order to get any-
thing accomplished, 
Kelsey learned to lis-

ten, understand and 
address the concerns 
of the opposition.  That 
skill will be invaluable 
at the state level. 

As a person who 
was born and raised 
in Washtenaw county 
but moved to Jackson 
county as an adult, I 
was in culture shock.   I 
had no idea people still 
thought the way they 
do in Jackson county.  
I could not believe  I 
lived in a place that had 
been battling 20 years 
for an LGBT rights or-
dinance.  I was not in 
Ann Arbor anymore!  
Kelsey has learned to 
lead with a diversity of 
opinions, which will be 
invaluable at the state 

level. 
Lastly, I want-

ed to learn a bit more 
about Kelsey.  I asked 
if she had a husband, 
wife, kids, fur babies 
and that sort of thing.  
Kelsey got married to 
her husband Conner 
twice.  The original 
wedding was sched-
uled during the Covid 
lockdown.  Once 
things got a little safer, 
Kelsey and Conner had 
the wedding they orig-
inally planned prior to 
the pandemic.  They 
also share two Covid 
babies. Kitties; Dan 
and Bingo adopted 
during the pandemic.  
I explained that Dex-
ter Councilmember 

Zach Michels  provid-
ed a photo of his dog 
during his last election 
and Kelsey was kind 
enough to send pho-
tos of Dan and Bingo, 
as well.  If people cam-
paign with headshots 
including family, why 
not share your fur ba-
bies too? 

To learn more 
about Kelsey, visit her 
website https://kelsey-
heckwood.com/.  If 
you would like some 
questions answered, 
Kelsey will be hosting 
coffee and beer hours 
to get to know constit-
uents. The events are 
posted here: https://
kelseyheckwood.com/
events.

ended the way every 
FRC team dreams of, 
by playing their fi-
nal matches on “Ein-
stein” field (the final 
competition field in 
front of everyone) 
this team has expe-
rienced a year like 
no other. They end-
ed their 10 qualifier 
match journey over 2 
days on Carver Field 
with a record of 2-8, 
yet individually their 
performance was just 
stellar. In a competi-

A Banner Year: Chelsea Robotics

 ➢ continued from page 1 tion that features top 
robots from all over 
the entire world, it’s 
amazing to watch all 
these fantastic match-
es unfold. Per scout-
ing data, Technical 
Difficulties showed 
up as a top 15 team in 
their division by point 
contribution alone, 
and out of 75 teams 
that’s incredible! 

These young en-
gineers have earned 
their stripes this year 
with a new 1st Place 
Blue Banner in their 

Robotics Center, an 
Innovation in Con-
trol Award from their 
first competition, a 
2nd place finish at 
their next competi-
tion, an alliance se-
lection matchup in 
the State Champion-
ship playoffs and tak-
ing the final place for 
the Michigan District 
to represent our great 
state at the Worlds 
competition down in 
Houston Texas April 
21-23 2022 . Wrap-
ping up their amazing 

experience in Hous-
ton, Chelsea’s Tech-
nical Difficulties was 
awarded the “Indus-
trial Design Award 
sponsored by General 
Motors” in the Carv-
er Division out of the 
75 teams competing 
with them. It was 
an incredible hon-
or to be recognized 
for their 3D nylon 
printed turret design 
showing the advance-
ments and benefits 
of additive manufac-
turing.   It has been 

the year of dreams 
and achievements 
and all the successes 
both large and small 
have made for an im-
measurable year of 
growth for the team. 
They averaged almost 
25% more points 
during their match 
play at Worlds which 
shows how much 
these hard-working 
engineers are con-
tinuously looking to 
improve each and ev-
ery week. The Chel-
sea community has 

much to be proud of 
in these students and 
they are excited and 
determined to attain 
new goals this up-
coming season. 

Thank you to each 
and every one of you 
that have supported 
and encouraged their 
journey this year. It 
has been amazing to 
see such support and 
encouragement and 
hope they can count 
on it again next sea-
son! 

If you or some-
one you know are 
interested in FIRST 
robotics within our 
Chelsea communi-
ty please check out 
www.chelsearobot-
ics.org for more in-
formation. There are 
opportunities at each 
school level in our 
district and they are 
always welcoming 
and new students and 
mentors. Chelsea’s 
K-12 robotics teams 
are supported by 
Chelsea School Dis-
trict, Chelsea Robot-
ics, a 501c3 non-prof-
it supporting STEM 
for all students in our 
community, as well as 
contributions from 
families and busi-
nesses like you.
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Savings in
Chelsea

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 
AT GLCS - $21.00 PER 

HOUR
Grass Lake Com-

munity Schools are 
hiring permanent 
and substitute bus 
drivers. $21 per hour. 
All training is on site 
and paid for. Vision 
insurance is included 
for permanent driv-
ers. Sports and field 
trips are available at 
$13.51 per hour. 

Permanent driv-
ers are paid for 5.5 
hours per day (AM 
and PM runs). Sub-
stitute drivers are 
paid for 2.75 hours 
per run. Normally 

substitute drivers are 
informed of driving 
opportunities at least 
one week in advance 
of available runs.

For prospective 
drivers with school 
children at GLCS, you 
can be on the same 
schedule with your 
children and they can 
ride your bus route 
with you.

For more infor-
mation, contact Doug 
Moeckel at 517-867-
5544, or at doug.
moeckel@grasslake-
schools.com.
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

From: Loren 
Thorburn

The Chelsea Girls 
Track & Field team 
competed at the Bull-
dog Invitational held at 
Mason High School on 
Friday, April 29th. With 
nice weather (i.e., sunny 
and in the mid 50s with 
little wind), the team 
competed against 11 
other teams (4 Division 
1 schools, 6 Division 2 
schools, and 2 Division 

2022 BULLDOG INVITATIONAL 
WRITE UP

3 schools). Mason came 
away with the over-
all team win with 130 
points followed by Holt 
with 98 points. Chelsea 
claimed 5th position 
in the final standings. 
We had 18 personal re-
cords (PRs), 2 season 
best times in the two 
relays (4x100m and the 
4x400 relays), and four 
top-three medals (i.e., 
shot put, 100m hur-
dles, 4x100m relay, and 

throwers 4x100m re-
lay).

There were a num-
ber of standout perfor-
mances. Here are some 
of them: Ava Woodard 
led the throws squad 
with a third place finish 
in shot put (33’ 6.5” - a 
PR) and a fourth place 
in discus throw (93’ 7”). 
Leila Wells placed first 
in the 100m hurdles 
with a time of 15.98 sec-
onds (a PR), tied for 6th 

From: Loren 
Thorburn

The Chelsea Girls 
Track & Field team 
traveled to Saline High 
School for the 2022 
Saline Freshman and 
Sophomore Track-

2022 SALINE F/S TRACKTOWN 
SHOWDOWN WRITEUP

place in the high jump 
(4’ 6”), and anchored 
the third place 4x100m 
relay. The 4x100m relay 
team also included Mol-
ly Mannor, Eva Dewaele, 
and Laney Smith, which 
set a season best time 
of 52.37 seconds in the 
event. In the distance 
events, Julia Kause had 
a wonderful night with 
two PRs in the 1600m 
run (5:53.76) and the 
3200m run (12:31.76). 

Freshman Natalie De-
Mea placed 7th in the 
400m dash with a time 
of 66.37 (a PR). In addi-
tion, she was the lead-
off leg for the 4x400m 
relay (also composed 
of Madison Morgan, 
Laney Smith, and Sofia 
DeMea), which placed 
5th and had a season 
best time of 4:34.37. 
Finally, senior Aelya 
Smith placed 8th in the 
100m dash with a time 

of 13.69 and placed 8th 
in the 200m dash with a 
time of 28.87 in a com-
petitive sprint field.

On Tuesday, May 
3rd, we host Tecum-
seh High School and 
Ypsilanti Communi-
ty Schools to wrap up 
our regular season dual 
meets. On Friday, May 
6th, we will travel to Sa-
line High School for the 
Golden Triangle Invita-
tional.

town Showdown held 
on Thursday, April 
28th. We were able 
to enter a few upper-
classmen to the event 
based on our size 
among the other large 
schools. Chelsea was 

the only D2 compet-
ing at this non-team 
scoring meet. We had 
16 personal records 
(PRs) at the meet and 
we collected six med-
als. Individual high-
lights: Wynne Van 

Hoek placed 2nd in 
the shot (a PR of 22’ 
9.5”) and 5th in the 
discus throw (a PR of 
54’ 3”). Kahlen Eckert 
placed 5th in the 100m 
dash with a time of 
14.13 seconds (a PR) 

and Brooklyn Nguyen 
placed 5th overall in 
the 200m dash with a 
time of 31.31 (a PR). 
Also, our 4x100m re-
lay placed 2nd overall 
with a time of 59.71. 
The relay team includ-

ed Elsa Baize, Addie 
Adams, Kahlen Eckert, 
and Kate Krugh. Our 
next meet is at Mason 
High School for their 
Bulldog Invitational 
on Friday, April 29th.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS TRACK AND FIELD

Coach Eric Swager’s 
Comments:

“We took advan-
tage of the nice weath-
er to split our squad 
and give the whole 
crew a chance to focus 
on 1-2 events.     As a 
result, we produced a 
good chunk of lifetime 
bests.     

On Thursday in 
Saline, Mo Cugliari 
led the charge plac-
ing in 3 events, with 2 
lifetime bests, Misha 
McElrath, David Berg, 
and Patric Joyce also 
placed with personal 
records.

Friday saw us take 
5th of 12 teams, with 
4 guys earning med-
als.     Parker Olk was 
our top finisher, with 
his runner up Pole 
Vault.     Brandon Sny-
der continued his pro-
gression, launching 
an impressive 20'8" 
long jump.      Ryan 
Scott earned points in 
2 events, and the en-
tire distance crew was 
impressive, recording 
massive Personal Re-
cords and displaying 
great competitive met-
al.”

Team Scores: 
1. Holt109 
2. Okemos. 89. 
3. Mason. 85. 
4. Fowlerville 57. 
5. Chelsea 56
(12 Teams)

2022 MASON INVITE. FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2022
WEATHER- 55 DEGREES, DRY, LOW WIND. BEAUTIFUL NIGHT
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From: Von Lozon
Since 1949, orga-

nizations around the 
United States have cel-
ebrated Mental Health 
Month in May, a month 
dedicated to increasing 
the importance and 
awareness of mental 
health and wellness 
in people's lives. This 
year, Chelsea Hospital 
is celebrating by part-
nering with local orga-
nizations to offer free 
mental health resourc-
es and education un-
der the Mental Health 
Awareness and Train-
ing (MHAT) program.  

“We are excited to 
partner with so many 
local organizations to 
bring conversations 

 Chelsea Hospital Partnering with 
Local Organizations  to Celebrate May 

is Mental Health Month  
surrounding mental 
health to the forefront 
in our communities,” 
said Sarah Wilczynski, 
the MHAT program 
coordinator. “The sup-
port from our local 
communities has al-
lowed us to be creative 
in the way we approach 
the topic of mental 
health.” 

The first of these 
creative activities is 
partnering with the 
libraries in Chelsea, 
Dexter, Grass Lake and 
Stockbridge to host 
mental health book 
displays. These displays 
will house recommen-
dations from the library 
staff, as well as mental 
health bookmarks and 

a mental health media 
guide with recommen-
dations from local so-
cial workers, librarians 
and other health care 
staff. 

Along with book 
displays, the hospital, 
in partnership with 
srsly Chelsea and the 
Kiwanis Club of Chel-
sea, is offering an on-
line, self-paced version 
of Question, Persuade, 
Refer (QPR). This 
one-hour training is 
focused on helping 
people recognize the 
warning signs of sui-
cidal thoughts and 
behavior, and how to 
refer someone to ap-
propriate professional 
help.  

"The Kiwanis Club 
of Chelsea is thrilled 
to be a communi-
ty partner with srsly,” 
said Marianne Knox, a 
member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Chelsea. “We 
believe promoting pos-
itive mental health and 
educating everyone on 
how to help someone 
during a mental health 
crisis is an urgent need 
and important goal." 

If you are inter-
ested in participating 
in the QPR Training, 
please visit  tiny.one/
mhatqpr to learn more 
and register. If you see a 
Kiwanis Club of Chel-
sea booth at an event in 
May, please stop by to 
learn how completing 

the QPR training can 
get you a coupon for a 
free popcorn or bever-
age from the Kiwanis 
Food Trailer event. 

Chelsea Hospital 
is also partnering with 
Stockbridge Commu-
nity Schools to offer 
Youth Mental Health 
First Aid (YMHFA), 
a training course de-
signed to teach adults 
how to help youth 
who are experiencing 
a mental health or ad-
diction challenge. This 
training, which is open 
to anyone 18 or older 
in the Chelsea Hospital 
service area, takes place 
over two days, May 
24 and 26 from 5:30-8 
p.m. at the Stockbridge 

Jr./Sr. High School. To 
register, please  click 
here.  

Chelsea Hospital 
invites everyone to stop 
by the mental health 
booth being hosted by 
the Chelsea Farmers 
Market on May 14. The 
booth will have infor-
mation about the ac-
tivities listed above, as 
well as information on 
how mental health can 
be affected by what you 
eat.  

For more informa-
tion about the MHAT 
Program, please vis-
it  stjoeshealth.org/
mhat  or contact Sar-
ah Wilczynski at  sar-
a h . w i l c z y n s k i @ s t -
joeshealth.org. 

From: Shawn 
Personke

Who knew but-
tons had so many sto-
ries to tell?

From the origin of 
the first button in Pa-
kistan 5,000 years ago 
to the copper “rivets” 
Levi Strauss copy-
righted in the 1800s 
to today’s plethora of 
choices available to 
everyone, buttons can 
tell the stories of priv-
ilege, politics, inven-
tion, and fashion.

The Michigan But-
ton Society celebrates 
this history and will 
present a program 
for the Chelsea Area 
Historical Society on 
Thursday, May 12, 7 
p.m. at the Chelsea 
Senior Center. Regis-

Chelsea Area 
Historical 

Museum Presents 
Buttons, Buttons, 

Buttons!

tration is requested.
Jan Bernath, 

CAHS president, is 
excited to learn more 
about how buttons 
can unpack history in 
unique ways.

“Many of us re-
member our grand-
mothers and mothers 
searching through 
containers of multi-
ple buttons for some-
thing similar to use 
in mending and sew-
ing,” said Bernath. 

“Those buttons 
were most likely from 
the 1920s to 1960s, 
but who knows what 
unique find might 
show up in the button 
box that many fami-
lies cherish.”

The Michigan 
Button Society itself 

has a great story to 
tell. 

According to their 
website, eight charter 
members from south-
eastern    Michigan 
who were “interested 
in collecting cloth-
ing buttons, decided 
to study the history, 
construction, and the 
meaning of buttons.” 

They founded the 
state society in 1940 
and for many years, 
the “Hobbies, Crafts, 
and Pastimes Show” 
was presented by the 
iconic J. L. Hudson 
Company and held 
on the twelfth floor in 
the Hudson Auditori-
um. 

Michigan was the 
first state to create a 
button society, after 
the National Button 
Society was formed in 
Chicago in 1938. 

“Buttons, Buttons, 
Buttons” is one of the 
special events CAHS 
is proud to present 
in 2022, one that “el-
evates the ordinary 
to the extraordinary,” 
said Bernath. 

Registration for 
the program is 
through email (pres-
ident@chelseahisto-
ry.org) or by phone 
(734.476.2010). The 
event is free for CAHS 
members. A $5 dona-
tion is suggested for 
non members.

From: Laura 
Perkins, Laura 
Perkins Animal 
Behavior, LLC, 
Chelsea

This month, I’d 
like to share one of my 
very favorite training 
tools.  Fridge treats.  

I find that one of 
the common strug-
gles that comes up 
when working on be-
haviors around the 
house - and especially 
recalls - is that treats 
or other reinforcers 
aren’t always easy to 
get to quickly enough 
for them to be useful. 

The great thing 
though, is that we can 
teach our dogs a spe-
cial marker word that 
tells them a reinforcer 
is coming ASAP but 
there might be a little 
delay. 

Marker words or 
marker signals are 
stimuli that commu-
nicate a few things 
to our dogs.    It tells 
them that what they 
did in that moment, 
and leading up to it, 
is what we like!    Do 
more of that.    It also 
lets them know that 
a reinforcer is now 
available.  Often these 
signals even let our 
dogs know which spe-
cific reinforcer (a ball 
toss, game of tug, a 
crunchy cookie?) they 
will get.    And finally, 
it lets our dogs know 
how they can get that 
reinforcer.    Maybe 
they need to look on 
the ground, maybe 
they need to come to 
you or maybe you’ll 
throw it up in the air. 

So it tells them: 
1. That’s the be-
havior we want 
2. A specific treat or ac-
tivity is available now 
3. How to get that 
treat or activity

So, let’s circle back 

Fridge Treats
to the Fridge Treat 
tool.    The wonderful 
thing about using the 
fridge for this exer-
cise, is that you can 
keep perishable treats 
handy.    Many favor-
ite treats are perish-
able and can be kept 
for a while in your 
fridge.    So, we need 
to teach our dogs that 
when they hear the 
Fridge Treat mark-
er word they will get 
something from the 
fridge - boiled chick-
en, cheese, hot dog, 
turkey - whatever 
they like and you 
have. 

This is a really sim-
ple thing to teach.  All 
you need to do is say 
your Fridge Treat 
word (I like to use 
“cheese” or “fridge!” 
but you can pick any 
word) and then open 
the fridge and give 
your dog a piece of 
meat or cheese.    Re-
peat this anytime your 
dog is hanging out 
nearby.    Sprinkling 
this practice through-
out your daily routine 
will be most effective 
later.  

The other thing 
your dog needs to 
learn is that to get 
a Fridge Treat, they 
need to come to the 
fridge.    This may 
seem obvious, but it’s 
something we need 
to teach intentional-
ly.  Once you’ve intro-
duced your marker 
word, you can begin 
to say it when your 
dog is in the next 
room hanging out 
(preferably not when 
engaged in a fun ac-
tivity at first).    Then 
you’ll walk to the 
fridge and give the 
treat.    Just like with 
the word alone, you’ll 
want to practice this 
throughout your 

days.   Try to practice 
when your dog is a lit-
tle further away each 
day until you can say 
your word and they 
come running to the 
fridge from anywhere 
in the house.  

The last step for 
making this tool su-
per useful is to slow-
ly use it in more “real 
life” situations.    So 
maybe your dog is 
playing with a toy or 
sniffing the air in the 
window.    Say your 
dog’s name or oth-
er attention cue and 
when they look at you 
say “Fridge!!” And go 
there together for the 
treat.    Here we are 
both adding in the 
distraction of daily 
activities and the idea 
that we may ask for a 
behavior before the 
Fridge Treat mark-
er word (in this case, 
looking in your direc-
tion). 

In this phase of 
the training process, 
you want to be sure to 
start with things that 
are easy for your dog 
to walk away from 
and gradually work 
up to more challeng-
ing distractions (deer, 
squirrels or rabbits are 
usually the most chal-
lenging!).    It’s critical 
to observe your dog’s 
response.    If they ar-
en’t doing the behav-
ior you asked for - 
then the distraction is 
too difficult.  Work on 
easier ones for a while 
before coming back 
to that particular dis-
traction.  

I’d encourage you 
to try out the Fridge 
Treat exercise!    I 
would love to hear 
your stories about 
how this fits into your 
life with your dog.
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The Dexter Com-
munity Band is cele-
brating its 40th  anni-
versary Sunday, May 
15, with the world pre-
miere of two original 
pieces of music.

G i c h i g a m i i n : 
The Five Fresh Wa-
ter Seas  was commis-
sioned by the band 
and written by Satoshi 
Yagisawa, a Japanese 
composer internation-
ally known for his dra-
matic musical scores. 
Taking its name from 
the Native American 
Ojibwe word for the 
Great Lakes, Yagisa-
wa drew inspiration 
from the vivid scenery, 
moods and maritime 
folklore that surround 
Michigan.

The band will 
also be performing 
the Dexter Community 
Band March composed 
by Dr. Max Plank, a 
long-time Chelsea res-
ident and retired pro-
fessor of music and 
director of bands from 
Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity. Dr. Plank, who 
composed the march 

Dexter Community Band 
Features World Premiere 
of Two Compositions for 

40th Anniversary Concert
DCB’s free Spring Concert to be 
held Sunday, May 15 at 3 p.m. 

in celebration of the 
band’s 40th  anniversa-
ry, will be on hand to 
conduct the piece.

 “This is an import-
ant milestone for our 
band,” said Director 
William W. Gourley. 
“We wanted to cele-
brate in style by giv-
ing our loyal audience 
members something 
special. I’m extremely 
grateful to Mr. Yagisa-
wa and Dr. Plank for 
bringing their interna-
tional and local talents 
to help us showcase 
this moment.”

J. Nick Smith from 
Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity will serve as an-
nouncer at the concert. 
Smith is an associate 
professor, associate di-
rector of bands and di-
rector of athletic bands 
at EMU.

Also on the pro-
gram are  The Mag-
nificent Seven  by El-
mer Bernstein;  The 
Cowboys  by John 
Williams;  Arizo-
na  by Frank Cesarini; 
and Heal, a piece from 
Robert W. Smith ded-

icated to medical pro-
fessionals.

The 3 p.m. event 
will be held at the Cen-
ter for Performing Arts 
in Dexter High School, 
2200 North Parker 
Road, Dexter.  In ac-
cording with Washten-
aw County guidelines, 
social distancing of 
family groups is recom-
mended. While mask 
wearing is optional, a 
supply of masks will be 
made available.

Formed in 1982 by 
Chris Wall, director of 
Dexter's Community 
Education Programs, 
the band started with 
11 members under the 
direction of Dave An-
gus, a professor of ed-
ucation at University of 
Michigan.

Since then, the 
band has become a 
regular fixture of the 
Washtenaw commu-
nity music scene with 
about 85 musicians. 
In addition to four 
concerts a year, band 
members perform in 
smaller ensembles at 
 ➢ continued from page 8
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Sherlock Holmes and the 
Adventure of the Ghost Machine

The Purple Rose 
Theater is continuing 
their 31st season with, 
“Sherlock Holmes and 
the Adventure of the 
Ghost Machine,” a 
world premiere by Da-
vid MacGregor.  I had 
the privilege of attend-
ing the press opening 
on Friday April 22.  

Upon entering, I 
noted the great set and 
the slightly hazy light-

ing.  I’ve not read Sher-
lock Holmes or watched 
a Sherlock Holmes 
movie.  The only thing 
I knew about Sherlock 
Holmes is that he solves 
mysteries.  I did not ex-
pect a truly beautiful 
love story.  I expected 
a mystery.  The writing 
and acting were able to 
transport me directly 
into the story.  Rather 
than editorialize and 
attempt to outsmart the 
author, I was complete-

ly lost in the story.  The 
writer in me was very 
impressed by the play-
wright’s ability to make 
commentary about the 
world today through a 
play based in England 
1905.  It is a skill I’ve 
always admired in au-
thors, typically Dys-
topian stories.  Marie 
Chartier’s discussion 
of war and how it lines 
the pockets of men who 
will never have to fight  
and how it’s impossible 

to distinguish the side 
of the war the corps-
es were on, felt a little 
painful and accurate to-
day.  .  But with an hon-
est and accurate view 
of the world, I did not 
feel simply doom.   The 
writing and acting were 
so good, I still smiled 
and laughed about the 
tension between Ed-
ison  and Tesla.   My 
imagination was cap-
tivated by the idea of a 
ghost phone and death 
ray.  I thought the in-
ventions were simply 
tools of a creative writer 
to complete the story.  
Imagine my surprise 
when my son straight 
faced swore that Edison 
invented a spirit phone 
and that Tesla claimed 
to invent a death ray.  I 
consulted google  and 
much to my surprise, 

Forbes published an in-
terview with Edison in 
Oct of 1920  discussing 
Edison's invention of 
a spirit phone to allow 
the  living to communi-
cate with the dead.  As 
expressed by the play, 
Edison had no desire 
to utilize the occult, 
mystics, or mediums.  
His desire was to utilize 
scientific methods.   A 
death ray stolen from 
Tesla, who believed he 
was creating a device 
to bring peace.  The 
wise and cynical Marie 
noted that no weapon 
ever brings peace.  I 
shivered and thought 
about the arms race of 
the 1980s and the war 
in the Ukraine today.  
Before I knew it the 
brilliant Holmes had 
solved the mystery  and  
the play was over with 
a less than tidy conclu-
sion, my favorite kind 
of love story because 
love stories are never 
tidy unless they’re on 

the Hallmark channel. 
The city of Chel-

sea was well represent-
ed, as Thomas Edision 
was played by Chelsea 
resident David Ben-
dena and Caitlin Ca-
vannaugh of Chelsea  
played the devious but 
brilliant Marie Charti-
er.  The play is well writ-
ten, the cast , stage and 
costume are excellent.  
It would be a shame 
to miss such a trea-
sure.  Do not miss the 
opportunity to watch 
the world premiere in 
your hometown.   The 
Purple Rose  will pres-
ent Sherlock Holmes  
through Saturday Au-
gust 27th.  The Purple 
Rose requires masks 
and proof of vaccine for 
entry.  The subject mat-
ter might be unsuitable 
for people under the 
age of 13.  Tickets can 
be purchased online: 
https://www.purplero-
setheatre.org/box-of-
fice/.
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly 
Summary

Incident #: 22-1370

Location: 400 block of Savannah Ln.

Date: April 26, 2022

Time: 6:18 am

INFORMATION: 
While at the station 
an officer received a 
telephone complaint 
regarding an unau-
thorized charge that 
was made on the com-
plainant’s credit card. 
The complainant stat-
ed that they had re-
ceived a text message 
indicating that their 
online order from Wal-

Mart was complete. 
The complainant stat-
ed that they had not 
made any recent or-
ders to Wal-Mart and 
contacted Wal- Mart 
to request that they 
cancel the order. While 
reviewing her bank in-
formation it appeared 
as if the charge had 
not been cancelled on 
her bank account. The 

complainant contact-
ed their bank and the 
bank requested that the 
incident be reported 
to the police. The bank 
reportedly told the 
complainant that they 
would follow-up on 
their end regarding the 
fraudulent charge. The 
case was closed pend-
ing any further leads on 
a potential suspect(s).

From: Katie 
Hubbard

The Purple Rose 
Theatre Compa-
ny (PRTC) is ramp-
ing up for a special 
ONE NIGHT ONLY 
event, “Jeff Daniels On-
stage and Unplugged”. 
This benefit concert 
serves as a fundraiser 
for PRTC.

“Jeff Daniels On-
stage & Unplugged” 
will take place on Sun-
day, May 15, 2022 at 
7:30PM. Tickets for the 
in-person audience be-
gan on Tuesday, April 
12th at 1PM, selling 
out promptly by 3PM 
that same day. 

With in-person 
tickets sold out, a live 
broadcast has been 
made possible through 
Broadway on Demand. 

“The audience re-
sponse to Jeff ’s return 
to The Purple Rose 
has been overwhelm-
ing,” said Robert Ca-
plis, PRTC’s Director 
of Donor Engagement. 
“Since he stepped in 
the role of Artistic Di-
rector in January, we 
have not had an oppor-
tunity to publicly wel-
come him home until 
now.” 

“Our theatre is a 
small, intimate space of 

The Purple Rose Theatre 
Company 

is thrilled to announce 
Jeff Daniels: Onstage 

& Unplugged 
streaming option! 

 ➢ continued from page 1 168 seats. We wanted 
to work with Broadway 
On Demand to include 
our guests who join us 
virtually from across 
the country for our sig-
nature script readings,” 
said Caplis. “PRTC is 
focused on new plays 
and new voices that re-
flect where our artists 
call home. Proceeds 
from the livestream 
sales helps us achieve 
that mission.”

Livestream Tickets 
are $50 each ($25 will 
be tax deductible) and 
will support The Pur-
ple Rose’s continuing 
development of new 
plays and new artists in 
Michigan.

Buy Tickets: 
h t t p s : / / w w w .

pur pleros e t he at re .
org/buy-tickets/?in-
stance-id=13601

Sponsors for “Jeff 
Daniels Onstage & 
Unplugged” include 
Chelsea Rhone, JIFFY 
Mix, Silver Maples of 
Chelsea, Print-Tech, 
and Broadway On De-
mand. 

Underwriting sup-
port for the 2021-2022 
season comes from the 
Ford Motor Company 
Fund, The Hamp Fam-
ily Fund, The Shubert 
Foundation, Matilda 
R. Wilson Fund, Mich-

igan Arts and Cultural 
Council, and Nation-
al Endowment for the 
Arts. Media sponsors 
include Michigan Ra-
dio, JTV, and HOME.
fm.
Ticket Information

The sold out, 
in-person concert will 
be held at The Purple 
Rose Theatre Com-
pany, 137 Park Street, 
Chelsea, Michigan 
48118. 

Streaming tickets 
are priced at $50 per 
person ($25 is tax de-
ductible). For more 
information please call 
(734) 433-7673 or go 
to www.purplerosethe-
atre.org. All proceeds 
go to support the op-
erations of The Purple 
Rose and its continu-
ing development of 
new plays and new art-
ists in Michigan. 

Patrons attending 
the concert in-per-
son must comply with 
COVID-19 safety pro-
tocols while at The 
Purple Rose Theatre. 
This includes wearing 
a mask while inside the 
theatre building. More 
information regarding 
COVID safety at The 
Purple Rose can be 
found at www.purple-
rosetheatre.org/covid.

Incident #: 22-1411

Location: 300 block of S. Main St.

Date: April 29, 2022

Time: 5:31 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers were re-
quested to respond 
to the Chelsea Police 
Department for an as-
sault that had taken 
place on site between 
two male subjects who 
were present for a civil 
exchange. Upon arrival 
the physical altercation 
had ended and the in-
volved parties had al-

ready been separated. 
The suspect, a 30-year-
old Dearborn Heights 
man was accused of 
approaching the victim 
and confronting him 
and knocking his hat 
off of the victim’s head. 
After the initial con-
frontation occurred, 
words were exchanged 
and another physical 
altercation took place 
where the victim was 

reported that he was 
“elbowed” by the sus-
pect. All of the involved 
parties were released 
from the scene after the 
investigation was com-
plete. The case remains 
open pending review by 
the Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office to 
determine what if any 
charges would be au-
thorized.

local senior centers and 
take part in numerous 
other music groups.

Under the baton 
of Gourley, the band 

Dexter Community Band Features 
World Premiere of Two Compositions 

for 40th Anniversary Concert
DCB’s free Spring Concert to be held Sunday, 

May 15 at 3 p.m. 

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
COLLEGE SIGNINGS

toured Europe exten-
sively in the summer 
of 2001, performing 
concerts in Vienna, 
Zagreb, Venice, Vero-
na, and Florence. The 

band toured Ireland 
in the summer of 2016 
with concerts in Dub-
lin, Killarney, and Gal-
way.

Travis
Shemwell

Kalamazoo 
College
Football

Parents:
Aubree and Wes 

Shemwell

 ➢ continued from page 6


