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Chelsea Area Festivals & Events joins forces 
with the Chelsea Area Chamber of Commerce 
to continue the legacy of major Chelsea events!

Story on page 9

WWRA to Hold #6 Foam 
Collection Weekend

DART Container, WWRA's partner in the foam collection weekends, 
crushes #6 foam to sell. Their vendors create new items such as clip 

boards and photo frames.
Story and more photos on page 3.

The outlined red area is the proposed addition. 
Photo By Aimee Bingham Osinski.

The DNR Announced the Desire to 
Expand the Chelsea State Game Area

The city council 
meeting began with the 
Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United 
States.

Approval of Con-
sent Agenda 1. The mo-
tion Passed.  Meeting 
minutes of the February 
22, 2022 regular meet-
ing. The motion passed.  

Approval of Regu-
lar Agenda. There was 
a motion to add a num-
ber 9 to the agenda to 
approve the contract 
negotiation  for acting 
city manager.  The mo-
tion passed.  

Public Comments: 
Joe zolkowski  is ask-
ing the council to make 
concrete steps to make 
a partnership with the 
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From: Virginia 
Krueger

After a two-year 
hiatus from an in-per-
son event, Chelsea Dis-
trict Library (CDL)  is 
thrilled to announce the 
return of the Midwest 
Literary Walk. Each 
year, the Walk features 
acclaimed authors and 
poets in historic Chel-
sea for a day of literary 
celebration. Mark your 
calendars to join us on 
April 23 from 1–5pm 
for three amazing au-
thor talks with former 
U.S. Poet Laureate Billy 
Collins and New York 
Times bestselling au-

Save the Date for Midwest 
Literary Walk!

thors Don Winslow and 
Ashely C. Ford. 

The event is held at 
three venues in Chelsea 
and visitors can expect 
to learn about the au-
thors’ inspiration, writ-
ing process, and short 
readings from their 
works. Each author will 
engage in a Q&A with 
the audience and be 
available to sign books 
at the end of their talk. 
Books will be available 
for purchase at the event 
courtesy of our official 
booksellers, Serendip-
ity Books and Litera-
ti Bookstore. For full 
event details, please vis-

it midwestliterarywalk.
org. Special thanks to 
this year’s event spon-
sors, the Friends of 
Chelsea District Library 
and Rick Taylor Real Es-
tate. 

About Us: Chelsea 
District Library is a not 
for profit organization 
whose mission is to en-
gage, inspire, and equip 
through evolving ser-
vices and resources. The 
Library currently serves 
15,010 residents in the 
Chelsea area including 
the City of Chelsea plus 
Dexter, Lima, Lyndon 
and Sylvan townships. 
More than 16,000 indi-
viduals visit the Library 
each month.  For more 
information visit chel-
seadistrictlibrary.org.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Shawn Personke

Western Washten-
aw Recycling Author-
ity (WWRA) will host 
a winter Foam Recycle 
Weekend on March 

WWRA to Hold #6 
Foam Collection 

Weekend

25-27, 2022, continu-
ing a series successful 
foam events that have 
brought in over 3,000 
pounds of #6 foam.

Bill Christen, 
WWRA volunteer and 

a long-time foam recy-
cler, has a keen idea on 
what is and is not con-
sidered #6 foam.

"For most of us, it 
is food containers; egg 
cartons; cups; packag-
ing that comes with fur-
niture, appliances, com-
puters; and coolers for 
medicine and Omaha 
Steaks,” said Christen.

“It is not packing 
peanuts, the thin, flex-
ible foam sheeting that 
is used for packaging, 
foam wrapped in plas-
tic or tape used in pack-
aging, the light blue 

construction foam that 
carries the brand name 
‘Styrofoam,’ nor the 
foam that has a layered 
appearance and does 
not break or crumble.”

On collection 
weekends, foam can 
be transported to the 
collection site in any 
container.    Volunteers 
will assist in identify-
ing the foam that can 
be recycled. If you are 
interested in volun-
teering in this event, 
contact  spersonke@sb-
cglobal.net.

Acceptable foam 
can only be brought to 
these collection events 
and should not be left 
at the bin sites at any 
other time. WWRA 
Facility Manager Marc 
Williams said that this 
is becoming a problem.

Recycle Ann Ar-
bor on Ellsworth Road 
is another resource for 
many types of foam, 
especially packing pea-
nuts and items labeled 
with the brand name 
“Styrofoam.”

Hours for the win-
ter event are Friday, 
March 25, Noon to    5 
p.m.; Saturday, March 
26, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Sunday, March 27, 11 
to 4 p.m. Collection 
will take place at the 
WWRA bin site on 
Chelsea/Manchester 
Rd., across from the 
Chelsea Fairgrounds.

The foam that 
DART Container, a 
manufacturer of    food 

and beverage pack-
aging items, collects 
through these drives 
throughout Michigan is 
sold it to other compa-
nies that make picture 
frames, interior mold-
ing, pens, rulers and 
foam packaging out of 
recycled foam. 

Western Washt-
enaw Recycling Au-
thority (WWRA) is a 
not-for-profit partner-
ship of and subsidized 
by five municipalities 
(Townships of Dexter, 

Lyndon, Manchester 
and Lima, and the City 
of Chelsea) working 
together to find alter-
native ways to handle 
waste and promote re-
ducing, reusing, and re-
cycling. The townships 
are served by conve-
nient drop-off centers 
while the City of Chel-
sea has weekly curbside 
recycling pick up. For 
more information, vis-
it  www.WWRArecy-
cles.org.

WWRA volunteer Bill Christen has been a driving force in the Chelsea 
community's effort to collect #6 foam. Christen was collecting foam 
in his garage for several years, until the WWRA and DART began 

partnering to bring an official weekend to Chelsea.

Giant bags of crushed foam collected 
throughout Michigan are ready to be crushed 

at DART Container in Mason, Michigan.

Pressed foam blocks are created at the DART 
Container facility from #6 foam that is 

collected throughout Michigan.
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Savings in
Chelsea

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Redistricting brought 
a new face to the Dex-
ter Forum last Saturday.  
Debbie Dingell visited 
the forum.  In an affable 
attempt to set a potential 
little trap for the Con-
gresswoman, one of the 
leaders of th forum asked 
her if Dexter should 
build a new fire depart-
ment.   As a young wom-

Debbie Dingell Attended 
Dexter Forum

Photo By Aimee Bingham Osinski
an learning about poli-
tics, I learned that social 
security was the, “third 
rail,”  it was electric.  If 
a politician touched it, 
no matter what, he or 
she was done.  The fire 
department seems to be 
Dexter’s third rail.   The 
entire audience seemed 
to have a universal smirk.  
The Congresswoman was 
directed straight into a 
snare.  

Zach Michels was 
in attendance as well.  
Zach in his position on 
council has bravely kept 
his hands on the third 
rail.   As a great service 
to his constituents he 
has spent a tremendous 
amount of time edu-
cating himself to what 
other departments have 
done, what’s worked well 
and what has not.  He 
jumped in the conver-
sation and provided the 
Congresswoman a brief 
explanation of the op-
tions. He presented the 
options in a neutral and 
fair way, without giving a 
push in the direction he 
favors.  Another attend-
ee, like Zach, a member 
of the Dexter Area Fire 
Board, offered his opin-
ion, adding on to the 
current department was 
not a wise or feasible op-
tion.    As accustomed as 
I am to hearing politi-
cians formulate smooth 
statements without any 
substance meant to ap-
pease as many in the au-
dience as possible, Deb-
bie Dingell’s response to 
the Fire Department is-
sue was refreshing.  She 
was trying to learn as 
much as possible and go-

ing through everything  
she was aware of at the 
government level, which 
might provide some help 
to the city. As an observ-
er, without a horse in the 
fire department race, I 
appreciated her roll up 
the sleeves attitude and 
find a solution.  

 A board member of 
the Dexter Senior Cen-
ter, discussed the chal-
lenges the senior center 
is facing and I watched 
with jaw on the floor 
as Debbie handed  out 
her personal cell phone 
number to everyone 
on the Zoom.   Debbie 
Dingell is not and will 
not be a candidate in 
my district.  I am not 
interested in endorsing 
or pushing for any can-
didate.  I was surprised  
and impressed by her 
interest beyond a solid 
catch phrase  and her 
willingness to be avail-
able to hear concerns 
and learn more about 
the issues that need ad-
dressing. 

 As always, if you 
are planning on running 
for a position, I’d love to 
learn more about you 
anbingham@gmail.com.

The Alma College 
Registrar's Office is 
pleased to announce 
the following students 
have completed the 
requirements for their 
respective degrees 
during 2021. Several 
students also earned 
graduation honors, 
awarded in three levels, 
recognizing outstand-
ing academic achieve-
ment.

The highest hon-
or,  summa cum laude, 
is given to students 
who have achieved 
a 3.8 grade point av-
erage (GPA);  magna 
cum laude  honors are 
awarded to students 
who have achieved 
a 3.6 GPA, and  cum 
laude  honors require 
an achievement of 3.4 

Jacob Scheese of 
Chelsea earns degree 

at Alma College
GPA. In addition to 
graduate honors.

Jacob Scheese of 
Chelsea, MI received 
a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree summa cum laude 
in education/social 
studies.

Alma College, 
founded in 1886, is a 
four-year residential 
liberal arts college lo-
cated in the heart of 
Michigan's Lower Pen-
insula. A deep regard 
for students as indi-
viduals is fundamental 
to an Alma education, 
with small classes and 
many opportunities 
for one-on-one collab-
oration with dedicated 
faculty.

On the web: http://
www.alma.edu
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From: Wendy Zielen
CARF accredita-

tion signals a service 
provider's commit-
ment to continually 
improving services, 
encouraging feedback, 
and serving the com-
munity.

A benchmark in 
the field of health 
and human services 

St. Louis Center is Awarded 
CARF Reaccreditation

is accreditation by 
the Commission on 
Accreditation of Re-
habilitation Facili-
ties (CARF). CARF, 
founded in 1966, is an 
independent, nonprof-
it accreditor of health 
and human services 
in Aging Services, Be-
havioral Health, Child 
and Youth Services, 
Employment and 
Community Services, 
Vision Rehabilitation 
Services, Medical Re-
habilitation, and Opi-
oid Treatment Pro-
grams.

St. Louis Cen-
ter was first awarded 
CARF accreditation 
in 2006. Every 3 years 
since, SLC staff has 
diligently raised the 
bar on the delivery of 
services to the resi-
dents. The proof is in 
the survey results and 
re-accreditation pro-
cess, the most recent 
in 2021.

According to the 
2021 CARF Executive 
Summary,  “St. Lou-
is Center has many 
strengths, including 
its skilled, experi-

enced, team-oriented 
leadership and staff 
members; the vari-
ety of methods it uses 
to gather stakeholder 
input; its effective re-
port preparation; its 
creative service de-
livery practices; and 
the homelike envi-
ronment provided to 
residents residing on 
the campus. St. Louis 
Center exercises vigi-
lant health and safety 
practices to protect 
the residents and staff 
members and has con-
ducted continuous 
services throughout 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic.… Residents, 
their families, and 
other stakeholders 
expressed great sat-
isfaction with and 
appreciation for the 
organization and its 
services and staff 
members.”

The CARF survey-
ors reported that SLC 
continually strives 
to improve on areas 
of recommendation 
from past evaluations 
and noted that the or-
ganization has many 
strengths as noted in 
the quote above. 

St. Louis Center is 
very proud of being 
awarded accredita-
tion after each survey 

Key St. Louis Center personnel in successful completion of the 
CARF survey: (Left to Right) Amy Fielder, SLC Finance Director; 

Sheryl Mohr, SLC Social Services Director; Deana Fisher, SLC Chief 
Operating Officer; Fr. Enzo Addari,SdC, SLC Chief Executive Officer 

and Rick Visel, SLC Program Director

View of the official CARF Reaccreditation 
certificate. Photos by Kelly Flaherty.

and strives to meet 
and exceed any rec-
ommendations and 
suggestions by survey-
ors in order to offer 
high-quality services 
to stakeholders.

St. Louis Center is 
a residential care fa-
cility for children and 
adults with intellectu-
al and developmental 
disabilities now oper-

ating in its 62nd year. 
For more information 
about St. Louis Center 
or to support any of 
the Center’s programs, 
please visit  www.st-
louiscenter.org, or call 
734-475-8430.  

Press Release Au-
thority:   Fr. Enzo 
Addari, SdC, St. Louis 
Center CEO

From: Shawn 
Personke

The Chelsea Area 
Historical Museum 
will host a free work-
shop, “Leaving Your 
Photo Legacy” on 
March 14 at 7 p.m. at 
the museum. Present-
ed by Marianne Be-
hler, Certified Photo 
Manager, you’ll find 
out information that 
helps you create a plan 
for your photo legacy. 
Learn the steps you 
and your family can 
take to both preserve 
and share your pho-
tos and    family sto-
ries for yourself and 
future generations. 
Whether you have 
100 photos or 10,000 
and whether your 
photos are printed, 
digitized, in books or 
boxes, Marianne will 
help you create a plan 
that will prepare you 

Chelsea 
Area 

Historical 
Museum to 
Host Free 
Workshop

to get started. You can 
prepare in advance 
by visiting Mari-
anne's website:  www.
lifetimephotosolu-
tions.com    Masks 
are requested. Regis-
tration suggested at 
734.476.1020 or pres-
ident@chelseahistory.
org

The mission of the 
Chelsea Area Histori-
cal Society is to gather 
and preserve Chelsea 
area history, educate 
the public, and pro-
mote the restoration 
and preservation of 
historic buildings and 
sites for future gener-
ations. The museum 
is located in the 1853 
Boyd House, at 128 
Jackson St., across 
from the Chelsea De-
pot. For more infor-
mation, visit  www.
chelseahistory.org  or 
call 734.476.2010.
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
SUPER BOWL, LIONS, DEFENSE 

AND PASS RUSHERS

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA 
BULLDOGS 
COLLEGE 
SIGNING

Aiden McGuire
Ferris State University

Track and Field-Discus
Parents:  Annie McGuire and James McGuire

From: Tracie Stoffer

It’s been a few 
weeks since Super 
Bowl LVI was played 
at SoFi Stadium in Los 
Angeles. The Los An-
geles Rams defeated 
the Cincinnati Bengals 
23-20 to capture the 
NFL championship.

Matthew Stafford 
was the winning quar-
terback for the Rams. 
Stafford finished the 
game 26-of-40 passing 
for 283 yards and three 
touchdowns, with two 
interceptions. This past 
season was Stafford’s 
first with Los Angeles. 
Previously, for the last 
12 years, Stafford had 
been the starting quar-
terback for the Detroit 
Lions. In his 12 years 
with the Lions, Stafford 
had never won a play-
off game. In one season 
with the Rams, Stafford 
not only won multiple 
playoff games, he cap-
tured the biggest prize 

of them all, a Super 
Bowl title.

I have to chuckle.
Of course, right?
Stafford’s immedi-

ate success in Los An-
geles shows just how 
incompetent Detroit’s 
team leadership had 
been throughout Staf-
ford’s tenure with the 
Lions. How can Staf-
ford barely sniff the 
playoffs in his 12 years 
in Detroit and in one 
season with the Rams 
win the Super Bowl?

It’s crazy.
Only the Lions.
I guess, at least in 

my humble opinion, 
what Stafford’s success 
in LA proved is that 
defense does indeed 
win championships. 
The Rams’ defense is 
strong at every lev-
el, especially up front. 
Stafford wasn’t the 
sole reason LA won 
the Super Bowl, he 
was simply the team’s 
missing piece. In De-
troit, Stafford and the 
offense seemingly had 
to score 40 points or 
more a game to have 
a chance to win since 
the Lions’ defense was 
always so porous. In 
LA, Stafford’s offense 
could score 20 points 
or so and still win. In 
Detroit, that rarely 

seemed to happen for 
Stafford.

I don’t know, I’ve 
just always been a pro-
ponent of building a 
strong defense first and 
foremost. I do believe 
the tired and overused 
football line of “de-
fense wins champion-
ships.” I just do. And 
sadly the Lions for the 
longest time have ne-
glected building a stout 
defense. Detroit has 
drafted poorly defen-
sively over the years 
and has paid big mon-
ey for high-priced de-
fensive free agents that 
have more often than 
not been duds in a Li-
ons uniform. It’s frus-
trating as a lifelong Li-
ons fan to consistently 
watch Detroit neglect 
the defensive side of 
the football.

The Lions have two 
first round picks in 
April’s NFL draft and 
five selections in the 
opening three rounds. 
I would love to see De-
troit use all five picks 
on the defensive side of 
the football. The Lions 
have the No. 2 overall 
pick in the first round. 
Here’s hoping Detroit 
selects Michigan de-
fensive end Aidan 
Hutchison. Hutchison 
(6-foot-6, 280 pounds) 

CHELSEA 
BULLDOGS 
COLLEGE 
SIGNING

Klara Kuebler
University of St. Francis

Soccer
Parents:  Kolleen and Darryl Kuebler

From: Tracie Stoffer

is a JJ Watt/Joey Bo-
sa-type talent as an 
edge rusher potential-
ly. More than anything, 
in my opinion, the Li-
ons need pass rushers 
and Hutchison fits that 
bill nicely.

I truly think De-
troit should use all 
five of its picks in the 
first three rounds on 
front seven-type de-
fensive players. The 
Lions drafted three 
front-seven guys in last 
year’s draft and each 
player saw action a sea-
son ago and figures sig-
nificantly in Detroit’s 
future defensive plans. 
I want youth, energy 
and speed off the edge 
and up the middle in 
pass rush situations. 
In all my years as a 
Lions fan, I’ve never 
seen Detroit’s defense 
have a consistent and 
ferocious pass rush. 
It would be nice if the 
Lions could continue 
building their front 
seven and their pass 
rush with this year’s 
draft.

I guess a guy can 
dream, right?

Hey, Matthew Staf-
ford dreamed of win-
ning a Super Bowl and 
it came true.

Why can’t I dream 
of Detroit having the 

best pass rush and 
strongest defense in 
the NFL?

Don’t laugh.

It could happen.
It really could.
Stop laughing...

From: Adam 
Winters

Following a pair 
of playoff wins at 
Eddie Edgar Rink in 
Livonia, the Washt-
enaw United High 
School Girls Hockey 
Team advanced to the 
quarterfinals in the 
State Playoffs. Play-
ing in their first ever 
playoff game Thurs-
day evening against 
St. Catherine, the 
United earned a 4-0 
victory outshooting 
their opponent 58-
9. Cecilia Henriksen 
(Dexter, ’24) would 
record the United’s 
first ever playoff goal 
at the 9:19 mark of 
the first period, with 
Reese Caryl (Saline, 
’22) and Chloe Dillen 
(Saline, ’24) picking 
up the assists. Caryl 
would go on to score 
a goal of her own in 

WASHTENAW UNITED 
ADVANCES TO QUARTERFINALS 

IN STATE PLAYOFFS
the second period, as-
sisted by Henriksen, 
to make the score 2-0.

St. Catherine’s 
goaltender, Frankie 
Ventura, would keep 
her team in the game 
turning aside 34 of 
36 shots heading into 
the third period. At 
the 7:24 mark of the 
third period, Clark 
would score to extend 
the team’s lead to 3-0, 
and Jillian Eggleston 
(Dexter, ’22) would 
ice the game with just 
over 2 minutes to go 
on an unassisted goal. 
Senior goaltender Ju-
lia Scarcella (Saline) 
would earn the team’s 
first playoff shutout. 

With Thursday’s 
win, the United ad-
vanced to the second 
round with a matchup 
against Cranbrook. 
The teams previously 
played twice during 

the season, the Unit-
ed earning a 5-4 win 
in preseason play, and 
Cranbrook winning 
the regular season 
game 8-4 on Washt-
enaw’s home ice. 

Cranbrook came 
out firing Saturday, 
peppering Scarcella 
with 14 shots in the 
first period, com-
pared to Washtenaw’s 
6. However, Sydney 
Clark would open 
the scoring, taking 
advantage of a pow-
er play, with 6:11 to 
play in the first peri-
od. Henriksen would 
score with just over 
a minute to play in 
the period to put the 
United up 2-0 after 1. 
Henriksen added an-
other goal at the 2:41 
mark of the 2nd, the 
only goal of the peri-
od. 

Following an ear-

ly 3rd period goal 
by Clark, Cranbrook 
would finally get on 
the board at the 13:15 
mark of the period, 
to make the score 
4-1. However, the 
United would add 
2 more goals in the 
period before Cran-
brook would get their 
second. Defensem-
an Eggleston would 
score the 5th goal 
after an end-to-end 
rush, and Henrik-
sen would complete 
her hat trick with an 
empty net goal from 
center ice. Scarcella’s 
goaltending was the 
story of the game, 
turning aside 44 of 46 
Cranbrook shots and 
keeping her team in 
the game when the 
score was close.
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Chelsea Athletics 
is excited to announce 
Laura Lutz as our 
new Head Girls Cross 
Country Coach. Coach 

Lutz has been a stand-
out teacher for 20 years 
here at Chelsea High 
School, has served as 
a track assistant in our 

program for 6 years, 
and a cross country as-
sistant for 9 years.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
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park alliance.  This will 
be  a 5 million dollar 
investment in Chelsea.  
Brian  spoke in support 
of the idea that main 
street parks. Unfortu-
nately sound stopped 
working and those of us 
online could not hear 
the rest of public partic-
ipation. Mr. Van Reese-
ma spoke in support of 
the park on behalf of a 
subdivision.  Mike Ca-
sey came to show his 
support for the park.   
Several people spoke in 
support of the park idea 
for the Federal Screw 
property. Many people 
spoke in favor of the 
park and showed will-
ingness to collaborate 
and work toward the 
goal. There is a website 
that helps people visual-
ize the plans and ideas. 
Visit it here: https://
www.mainstreetpark.
org/.

Presentation 1. 
Chelsea State Game 
Area Project – Kristin 
Wildman of MDNR.  
Chelsea State Game 
Area Land Acquisition 
Proposal.the Chelsea 
game area is 800 acres 
currently.  Managed for 
hunting, trapping, and 
wildlife management.   
The red outline is the 

The DNR Announced the Desire to 
Expand the Chelsea State Game Area

area that the DNR is in-
terested in.   The red out-
lined area makes sense 
for state ownership. 510 
acres to be added to 
the Chelsea State game 
area. Focus on water-
fowl hunting recreation.  
The state game area is a 
hot spot on ebirds.  This 
acquisition would com-
plete the project bound-
ary.  Huron Watershed 
council has identified 
the land as important 
for conservation protec-
tion.   They would like-
ly utilize the Michigan 
natural resources trust 
fund  to cover the cost 
of the land.  A council 
member noted that it 
sounds like a wonder-
ful project to keep the 
area green.  There was 
concern that hunting 
would be closer to the 
city and would like to 
ensure safety for citi-
zens.  Kristin explained 
the inclusion would be 
provided to the pub-
lic for hunting.  Safety 
zones are posted if there 
is private property with-
in 450 feet of a dwell-
ing.  That is a state law 
regardless. The Mayor 
asked about Parking. 
The plan is not in place 
until the property is ac-
quired.  But it will be 
standard to add park-

ing for big tracts of land 
purchases.  Elections do 
not typically impact the 
trajectory of these proj-
ects.  This would not 
be a state park so there 
would not be a division 
of the land for hunt-
ing and bird watching.  
There might be hunting 
and viewing blinds and 
walking trails.  Usually 
hunters and nature en-
thusiasts don’t conflict.  
The only time issues are 
found is when there are 
bike trails.  No paved 
trails.  More rustic and 
wild opportunities. 
This will help prevent 
urban wildlife issues.  
The mayor asked how 
to provide support for 
the project. Letters of 
support are very helpful 
from different groups 
that support it.  These 
opportunities don’t of-
ten occur.  A letter of 
support or a resolution 
is appreciated. 

Council Business: 
1. Appointment to the 
Downtown Develop-
ment Authority (Pa-
checo) DDA board po-
sition.  Michelle Tuplin 
applied for the position 
on the DDA.  She is the 
owner of Serendipity 
books. It’s important to 
have a vibrant down-
town as she also lives 

right downtown.  Mi-
chelle was appointed.  

2. Palmer Commons 
Requests – Chamber of 
Commerce (Garber). 
The Sights and Sounds 
rental forms.  This type 
of use is consistent with 
the goals of Palmer 
Commons.   The Farm-
ers Market has agreed 
to move to the Chelsea 
State Bank the conflict-
ing Saturday.  Thursday 
nights were approved 
by the council. The 
Sounds and Sights Kids 
Zone was approved. A 
councilmember noted 
that this reduced rate is 
the standard and per-
haps the rate should be 
changed.  

3. Selection of Ex-
ecutive (City Manag-
er) Search Consultant 
(Garber) Walsh re-
ceived several endorse-
ments.  Several people 
noted that both Walsh 
and Sell were top selec-
tions.  Walsh was select-
ed. 

4. Engagement of 
Special Legal Counsel – 
Environmental Services 
(Garber)  Special legal 
counsel to evaluate the 
risk of certain projects.  
Miller Canfield was rec-
ommended by the City 
Attorney.   The motion 
passed. 

5. Discussion of 
Options for Hiring the 
next Police Chief (Gar-
ber) Chief Toth will 
retire officially August 
15th 2022.   This discus-
sion will be revisited.  
No motion was needed.  
Was just a discussion 
item. 

6. Schedule Public 
Hearing to Amend Or-
dinance No. 155 - Sylvan 
Water and Sewer Fran-
chise (Upfal) March 
21st was motioned for a 
public hearing. The mo-
tion was approved. 

7. Water Depart-
ment Laboratory 
Equipment Purchase 
(Davis).  This would al-
low for more in house 
sampling.   The motion 
was approved. 

8. Set Budget Work 
Sessions (Garber) the 
city would like to for-
mally schedule the 
budget work session on 
Monday May 2nd.   The 
motion passed. 

9. The contract ne-
gotiation of the acting 
city manager. The rec-
ommendation for wage 
increase retroactive to 
Feb when  she started 
as acting city manag-
er.   $69 per hour ret-
roactive to Feb 1 2022.   
This salary will revert 
to her normal salary 

after a new city manag-
er is hired.  The motion 
was approved.  A con-
tract will be written for 
Amanda Garber.

Staff Reports; 
1. Interim City 

Manager four applicants 
were interviewed and a 
verbal offer was extend-
ed pending background 
and drug testing. 

2. Community De-
velopment Report;  Julia 
Upfal updated on a mul-
titude of issues concern-
ing the community. She 
strongly encouraged 
legal assistance and 
not rush into anything 
to help guide to make 
smart and responsible 
decisions for the city.

Council Reports;
Jane Pacheco, was 

a part of a virtual town 
hall.  The town hall is on 
the county website.  It 
was recorded on face-
book.    The transition 
team met. The public 
safety task force met and 
it was recorded.  The 
recording is under the 
tab of the public safety 
Task Force.   Council 
member Feeney and the 
Mayor visited Chelsea 
High School. Veterans 
day planning meeting 
with the library.  Think-
ing about a 2 day event. 
The mayor would love 
anyone interested in 
joining and becoming 
involved.  Cap Dart 
Meeting:. Stephanie 
Black from Consum-
ers gave a presentation.   
There is one more open 
position on the DDA.  
Can be a resident or a 
business person.  

Peter Feeney not-
ed that he spoke with 
a community mem-
ber about conflict of 
interest.  Conflicts are 
primarily about mon-
ey.  Council member 
Feeney noted that this 
brownfield redevelop-
ment is complicated.  
One step at a time.

 Eric Keaton SRSLY; 
met and there will be 
a large focus on men-
tal health.  The Farm-
ers' Market   has been 
working on branding.  
The Community Center 
Task Force met. 

 Tony Iannelli,  
Western Washtenaw 
Recycling. Revenue is 
12 thousand over Jan-
uary. Chelsea public 
safety task force met. 
Chief Hart from Sa-
line discussed the re-
forms.  Human Rights 
Commission had guest 
Kristin Woodside from 
Saline’s DEI commit-
tee.  Kate Mehuron; The 
planning commission 
did not meet.  The parks 
and recs commission 
did meet.  There will be 
a special work session 
to develop bi-laws.  Bill 
Ruddock, was ill and 
could not attend the 
school board work ses-
sion.   Charles Wiseley 
attended the Human 
Rights Commission 
meeting and found the 
Saline DEI group inter-
esting in that it has 12 
members.  

The meeting ad-
journed.

 ➢ continued from page 1

By: Laura Perkins, 
Laura Perkins 
Animal Behavior, 
Chelsea

One of the most 
common things we 
need to teach our dogs 
is also one of the most 
challenging behaviors 
to teach.    Walking as 
a team with you on 
leash!  This month, I’d 
like to consider what a 
dog’s ideal walk would 
look like.  Next month, 
we’ll talk about some 
practical strategies 
to implement to help 
your walking time go 
more smoothly.  

To start, I’d like 
you to imagine an ex-
perience.    Think of a 
time when your dog 
was off leash, explor-
ing a safe environ-
ment freely, without 
your direction.    May-
be you were walking 

Walking with your Dog

Doug and Dan pausing for sniffs during some off leash time.

together in a legal off-
leash area.  Maybe you 
were sitting on your 
patio while your dog 
explored your yard. 
Maybe you were visit-
ing a friends property. 

Now, grab a pen 
and paper and make a 
list of the things your 
dog did.  How did she 
move?    What did he 
investigate?    Where 
was she relative to 
you?  

I’m lucky to have 
a few places to have 
these experiences with 
my dogs, but I’ve also 
worked hard to seek 
them out.   Where my 
parents live in rural 
Illinois, there are a 
few great options and 
I always take advan-
tage of those places 
when we visit.  (And if 
you don’t have a place 
to do this, check out 

SniffSpot.    You can 
rent fenced areas to let 
your dogs explore off-
leash.    There’s a great 
location in Milan; 20 
fenced acres just for 
you and your dog!)

What did you 
write down?    Here’s 
some things on my 
list:  

• Trotting ahead, 
pausing to sniff, I 
walked past him and 
when I was about 10 
feet ahead, Doug came 
running to catch up.  

• Criss-crossing 
back and forth over 
the road.  

• Catching a scent 
and doubling back to 
investigate more thor-
oughly.

• Deep, long snuf-
fle sniffs in the tall 
grass.

• Perking up when 
hearing a sound, 

then looking back at 
me.  (Something we’ve 
practiced!)

• Almost never 
walking - either trot-
ting, running or stop-
ping to sniff.  

This is how dogs 
naturally want to 
move in their envi-
ronment.    The expe-
riences they get out of 
an off-leash walk are 
plenty of sniffs (which 
we can only imagine 
the information they 
are getting!), freedom 
to move at a trot, the 
ability to backtrack, 
crisscross and zigzag 
so that they can ef-
fectively dial in on a 
scent.  

It’s very unlikely 
that a dog would natu-
rally walk in a straight 
line at a slow walk 
without stopping to 
sniff.    But this is how 
we want to walk!  Hu-
mans are walking for 
exercise and to pro-
vide exercise for our 
dogs.    We are most 
interested in taking in 
the sights around us, 
which we can do with-
out stopping most of 
the time (although, 
it’s worthwhile to con-
sider how we all slow 
down to rubberneck 
at a traffic jam!).  Dogs 
are most interested in 
taking in scent.  To do 
so, the need to pause 
and really take it in! 

This mismatch in 
objectives makes it 
really difficult to walk 

on a standard 6’ leash 
with our dogs!    It 
doesn’t give them the 
freedom to trot and 
stop or to zigzag with-
out yanking and pull-
ing.    And, I’d argue, 
that a walk in a straight 
line without stopping 
is not as satisfying for 
your dog as a zigzag, 
start and stop, sniffy 
walk.    So this month, 
I challenge you to ob-
serve your dog when 
you are out walking 
together.    What are 
they sniffing?    When 
do they want to move 
faster (usually mani-
fested as pulling)?  Do 
they ever check in 
by looking toward 
you?    When do they 
stop to take a longer 
sniff? Can you see ev-
idence of what they 
may be sniffing (so 
much fun in the snow 
where it’s easy to see 
visual hints!)?

Next month, we’ll 
use what you observed 
to talk about some 
strategies for turning 
your walks into a team 
effort and mutual ex-
perience.  

If you’d like to 
share your obser-
vations throughout 
the month, you may 
do so at the follow-
ing google form (no 
contact informa-
tion will be collect-
ed or saved):    https://
forms.gle/TGTmHm-
SEfVzxv3X8A.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
From Terris Ahrens

The Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce is partnering 
with Craig Common 
and Gary Munce, of 
Chelsea Area Festi-
vals & Events (CAFE), 
to execute some of 
Chelsea’s most iconic 
events. This collabo-
ration will enable the 
return and longevity of 
SculptureWalk, Sounds 
& Sights on Thursday 
Nights, and the Sounds 
& Sights Festival. As the 
Chelsea Area Chamber 
of Commerce transi-
tions to solely execute 

Chelsea Area Festivals & Events joins 
forces with the Chelsea Area Chamber of 

Commerce to continue the legacy of major 
Chelsea events!

these events in the 
coming years, the expe-
rience and expertise of-
fered by collaborating 
with CAFE will ensure 
the proper execution 
so that the community 
will enjoy these events 
as they have in the past. 
Craig Common and 
Gary Munce have been 
a dedicated and driv-
ing force behind these 
events for almost 20 
years.

“Gary and I are 
very fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to 
be a part of these events 
through the years. We 
know this would not 

have been possible 
without the remarkable 
support from the com-
munity, the dedicated 
volunteers and artists, 
the incredible generos-
ity of our sponsors, and 
the contributions of 
our friend, Bob Pierce.” 
said Craig

Common, CAFE 
President. “This year 
seemed to be the right 
time to make the tran-
sition to the Chamber 
of Commerce. Both 
Gary and I support this 
new home for CAFE. 
Under the leadership 
of the Chamber, we 
know these events will 

continue to be a vibrant 
and welcome part of 
our community well 
into the future.”

These events have 
become something 
truly amazing for the 
Chelsea Community, 
and much bigger than 
any one organization. 
The leadership of CAFE 
has led to tremendous 
growth, and the sup-
port from volunteers 
and sponsors has been 
the core of what makes 
these events possible!

“The Chelsea Area 
Chamber Board of Di-
rectors is excited for 
the opportunity to take 

a leadership role with 
the events the Chel-
sea Area Festivals & 
Events organization 
has so successfully 
implemented in our 
community these last 
several years,” adds Ju-
lie Deppner, Chamber 
Board Member and 
Past President. “We are 
confident the Cham-
ber staff has the talent, 
dedication, and desire 
to continue with this 
work, which enhances 
our community and

helps make Chel-
sea the premier place 
to live, work, and rec-
reate.”

View the following 
links or visit Chelsea-
Mich.com for informa-
tion regarding Sculp-
tureWalk, Sounds & 
Sights on

Thursday Nights, 
the Sounds & Sights 
Festival, and all things 
Chelsea!

Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce | 222 S. Main St. 
Suite B. Chelsea, MI 
48118

t e r r i s @ c h e l s e a -
mich.com | info@
chelseamich.com | 
734-475-4618 | 734-
475-1145

From: Katie Hubbard
The Purple Rose 

Theatre Company 
(PRTC) will contin-
ue their 31st season of 
plays with “Sherlock 
Holmes and the Adven-
ture of the Ghost Ma-
chine” a world premiere 
by David MacGregor. 
Tickets are on sale now.

London: Novem-
ber 1905. England and 
the world are changing. 
As civilization edges 
towards the horrors of 
World War I, every day 
brings new tensions in 

The Purple Rose Theatre Company will continue 
their 31st Season with “Sherlock Holmes and the 

Adventure of the Ghost Machine”
A World Premiere play by David MacGregor

Europe and technologi-
cal advances that make 
Victorian England feel 
like a distant dream. 
Into the rooms of Sher-
lock Holmes come Ni-
kola Tesla and Thomas 
Edison—with new in-
ventions that will alter 
the course of human 
history—only both in-
ventions have gone 
missing. Can Holmes, 
Watson, and Irene Ad-
ler somehow unrav-
el the latest diabolical 
scheme of the late Pro-
fessor Moriarty’s evil 

daughter, Marie Charti-
er? Can world peace be 
achieved by the most 
powerful weapon ever 
created? Can death it-
self be overcome by a 
scientific genius? And 
can Sherlock Holmes 
survive the greatest per-
sonal loss of his career?

“Sherlock Holmes 
and the Adventure of 
the Ghost Machine” 
contains adult content 
and may not be suitable 
for children under the 
age of 13.

This production is 
the third installment of 
the Sherlock Holmes 
series by David Mac-
Gregor. The first play, 
“Sherlock Holmes and 

the Adventure of the 
Elusive Ear” premiered 
in PRTC’s 2017/2018 
season, followed by 
the second play, “Sher-
lock Holmes and the 
Adventure of the Fall-
en Soufflé” during the 
2018/2019 season. All 
three plays are world 
premiere productions at 
The Purple Rose.

Performances run 
from Friday, April 15 
through Saturday, Au-
gust 27, 2022. Previews, 
with reduced-price 
tickets, are available 
through Thursday, April 
21. The press opening is 
Friday, April 22.

Directed by Angie 
Kane (Salt Lake City, 
UT), the cast features 
artists David Bendena 
(Chelsea), Caitlin Ca-
vannaugh (Chelsea), 
Mark Colson (Detroit), 
Sarab Kamoo (Lathrup 
Village), Rusty Mewha 
(Plymouth), and Paul 
Stroili (Chicago, IL). 
Set design is by Bart-
ley H. Bauer, proper-
ties by Danna Segrest, 
costumes by Suzanne 
Young, lighting by 
Noele Stollmack, and 
sound by Brad Phillips. 
Patrick Ian McCall is 

the stage manager. 
The production 

sponsor is University 
Office Technologies. 
Underwriting support 
for the season comes 
from the Ford Motor 
Company Fund, The 
Hamp Family Fund, 
The Shubert Founda-
tion, Matilda R. Wilson 
Fund, the Michigan 
Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs, and the 
National Endowment 
for the Arts. Media 
sponsors include Mich-
igan Radio, JTV, and 
HOME.fm.

Ticket Information
All performanc-

es will be held at The 
Purple Rose Theatre 
Company, 137 Park 
Street, Chelsea, Michi-
gan 48118. The perfor-
mance calendar can be 
found HERE.

Ticket prices range 
from $25 to $51 with 
special discounts for 

students, seniors, teach-
ers, members of the mil-
itary, and groups (12+). 
For more information 
or to make reservations 
call (734) 433-7673 or 
go to www.purpleroset-
heatre.org.

Patrons attending a 
performance must com-
ply with COVID-19 
safety protocols while 
at The Purple Rose The-
atre. This includes wear-
ing a mask and showing 
proof of full vaccina-
tion with a valid photo 
ID. More information 
of COVID safety at 
The Purple Rose can 
be found HERE. Any 
changes to this policy 
during the run of “Sher-
lock Holmes and the 
Adventure of the Ghost 
Machine” will be post-
ed on The Purple Rose 
website and social me-
dia pages.
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly Summary
Incident #: 22-885

Location: 500 block of S. Main Street

Date: March 5, 2022

Time: 6:08 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers respond-
ed to the 500 block 
of S. Main Street for 
the report of a break-
in and larceny from a 
commercial building. 
Upon arrival the offi-

cers made contact with 
the complainant who 
stated that unknown 
suspect(s) had broken 
the glass front door to 
the building and had 
stolen the cash drawers 
to the registers. A re-
view of the surveillance 

cameras revealed that 
the theft had occurred 
around 4:22 am the 
morning of March 6th. 
The case remains open 
pending further inves-
tigation into the inci-
dent.

Incident #: 22-863

Location: 400 block of S. Main Street

Date: March 2, 2022

Time: 9:57 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers responded 
to the 400 block of East 
Street for the report of 
a domestic assault com-
plaint. Upon arrival the 
officers made contact 
with the male and fe-
male parties and spoke 
with them separately. 
After speaking with the 
involved subjects, it was 
determined that the fe-
male suspect, a 37-year-

old Chelsea Woman 
had pushed the male 
subject’s chest causing 
him to be pushed into 
the wall. Neither par-
ty claimed any injuries 
requiring medical at-
tention. The suspect, 
a 37-year-old Chelsea 
woman was placed un-
der arrest for domestic 
assault and taken to the 
Chelsea Police Depart-
ment for processing 
and later transported to 

the Washtenaw County 
Jail where she would be 
held pending review by 
the Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office. The 
following morning; 
March 3rd the Prosecu-
tor’s office reviewed the 
case and determined 
that the incident lacked 
the criminal elements 
to support a criminal 
charge for domestic as-
sault and the case was 
dismissed.

From: Shawn 
Personke

Spring is on its 
way and that means 
the Chelsea Farmers 
Market will be back 
in business beginning 
April 30. And with the 
2022 season, the mar-
ket is launching a new 
logo, a new brand.

“We’re really 
pumped,” said Emi-
ly Griswold, market 
manager for both the 
Wednesday and Satur-
day markets.

“Farmers markets 
have really become a 
social gathering spot, 
as much as they are a 
source for local food,” 
said Griswold.    “And 
we really wanted our 
new logo to reflect that 
important part of the 
market experience.”

The new logo fea-
tures the cheery and 
cooperative chickadee, 
which are symbols of 
friendship and agree-

Chelsea Farmers 
Market Launches 

New Logo
ability, according to 
WorldBirds.com.

“We really liked 
how the stylized chick-
adee has the sweet sug-
gestion of a bird in a 
hand — cherishing the 
market,” Griswold said.

The old logo — a 
red chicken crowing — 
was created in the late 
1990s, when the sec-
ond incarnation of the 
Chelsea Farmers Mar-
ket opened and served 
a long and useful life, 
said Griswold. But it 
was time to reboot.

Additionally, the 
market would like to 
continue diversifying 
and the new logo helps 
signal this change. 
Griswold said she’d like 
to see more prepared 
food sellers, artisan 
and vintage wares, mu-
sic and an increase in 
the number of locally 
produced delectables. 

“Farmers markets 
across the country are 
meeting places that 
offer both shoppers, 
browsers, and visitors 
the chance to socialize, 
pick up fresh produce, 
and find unique gifts,” 
said Griswold. “We 
love offering this op-

portunity to our com-
munity. It’s an experi-
ence.”

The new logo has 
a “locally grown” con-
nection, too — it was 
designed as a pro-bo-
no project by 2007 
Chelsea grad Dolan 
Personke, who now 
resides in Portland, 
Oregon. Working as a 
graphic designer and 
videographer, he of-
ten provides creative 
support for non-prof-
its, but working with 
an organization in his 
hometown is extra 
sweet.

“It was fun to de-
sign something for the 
market. I wanted to 
get a feel for the local 
market vibe and Emily 
had some great ideas 
on where she want-
ed to go with the new 
brand,” Personke said.

Griswold said 
to watch for the roll 
out over the next few 
weeks.

“We hope to have 
new market bags fea-
turing our new logo, 
and other items, avail-
able soon.”


