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2 Million Dollars in Payouts

Chelsea Community Forum 
Summary for January 8, 2022

From: Vincent Elie
Approximately 17 

people participated in 
the Chelsea Commu-
nity Forum (CCF) via 
Zoom on January 8th. 
Our recorded discus-
sion can be found at 
the following link: 

 https://us02web.
zoom.us/rec/share/

PGdghjkG3V-X5pe-
O 9 N m m C r 6 i 2 x -
J z s G z 3 2 Q j r S h -
jcrZZHPENjRmL-
HL6Y1kZ4XXCRE.
I1Wd6vGD9nxij099

P a s s c o d e : 
2f8e#0Y!

All data provid-
ed for this summary 
was as of January 7th, 

2022.
Dr. Alon Weizer 

and Ms. Jaclyn Klein 
from St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea participat-
ed. They shared their 
experiences and the 
hospital staff ’s ex-
periences with the 
care of COVID-19 
patients. Dr. Weizer 

reported that the last 
3 months has felt like 
the film “Ground Hog 
Day.” He noted that 
the ER is experienc-
ing about 90-100 vis-
its (of any type) per 
day, involving signifi-
cantly sicker patients 
and there were more 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Virginia 
Krueger

Frida Kahlo (1907–
1954) is considered one 
of the most significant 
artists of the twenti-
eth century. Her body 
of work, consisting of 
some 250 paintings and 
drawings, is at once in-
tensely personal and 
universal in scope, and 
relies heavily on the nat-
ural world. The exhibi-
tion  Frida Kahlo’s Gar-
den  transports visitors 
to Kahlo’s garden with 
a glimpse into her life 
in Mexico to experience 
her world as she did. Fri-
da Kahlo’s Garden opens 
February 1, 2022, at the 
Chelsea District Library.

The garden at  Casa 
Azul  (or  Blue House), 
Kahlo’s lifelong home 
in Coyoacán, Mexico 
City, was a creative ref-
uge and a source of in-
spiration for the artist 
and her husband, Diego 

Explore Frida Kahlo’s Garden Exhibition 
at Chelsea District Library!
Rivera (1886–1957). 
The garden, which was 
filled with native plants, 
housed Kahlo and Ri-
vera’s collection of 
pre-Hispanic artifacts 
and folk art displayed 
on a four-tiered pyr-
amid inspired by the 
Mesoamerican city of 
Teotihuacan. This ex-
hibition offers insights 
into the ways in which 
the garden at Casa Azul, 
the diversity of plant life 
in Mexico, and the rich 
cultural history of the 
country nourished the 
creativity of the world’s 
great artists.

Often overshad-
owed by her husband’s 
career and the traumat-
ic events in her life, this 
exhibition approaches 
Kahlo from a different 
angle, to broaden the 
discussion of the artist 
by focusing on the influ-
ence of her surrounding 
environment, both nat-
ural and nationalistic. 

This approach examines 
her garden, her home, 
and the revolutionary 
influences that impact-
ed her life.

Kahlo’s works are 
filled with colorful and 
compelling depictions 
of flowers, foliage, and 
fruits, many native to 
Mexico. Her choice of 
botanical imagery re-
flects the embrace of 
archetypal Mexican in-
digenous and natural el-
ements that defined art 
in the decades following 
the Mexican Revolution 
(1910–20). Through her 
profoundly personal 
paintings, which convey 
cultural, spiritual, and 
intimate messages, her 
reverence for nature, 
and her nationalistic 
fashion sense, Kahlo has 
become an icon within 
the artistic world.

The artwork of Frida 
Kahlo’s Garden will be 
located not only in the 
McKune Room, but also 

throughout the library. 
Visitors will enjoy an 
immersive experience 
with live plants,  iconic 
photographs of the art-
ist and her home and 
garden, reproductions 
of several of her paint-
ings, a dress from the 
Mexican state of Oaxa-
ca where Kahlo sourced 
much of her attire, and 
examples of folk art 
collected by Kahlo and 
Rivera. Additionally, 
visitors will learn about 
Mexican culture, in-
cluding traditional fes-
tivities, and agricultural 
practices. Throughout 
February and March, 
CDL will offer programs 
inspired by Frida Kahlo 
including learn to paint 
classes, an informative 
class regarding the hid-
den meanings of plants 
in famous works of art 
from the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts, and more. 
Please visit art.chel-
seadistrictlibrary.org/

frida-kahlos-garden for 
more details and to reg-
ister.

Exhibition: Frida 
Kahlo’s Garden
Host Organization: 
Chelsea District Library
Runs: February 1, 
2022–March 16,2022
Gallery Hours: 
• Mondays–Thursday 
9am–7:30pm
• Fridays: 10am–
5:30pm
• Saturdays: 10am–
2:30pm
• Sundays 1–4:430pm
Location: 221 South 
Main Street, Chelsea, 
MI 48118
Contact: 
734.475.8732 | art.
chelseadistrictlibrary.
org/frida-kahlos-
garden

This exhibition is 
made possible by NEH 
on the Road, a special 
initiative of the National 
Endowment for the Hu-
manities.  Frida Kahlo’s 
Garden  is adapted from 

the exhibition,  FRIDA 
KAHLO: ART, GAR-
DEN, LIFE, organized 
by guest curator Adri-
ana Zavala at The New 
York Botanical Garden. 
It was made possible 
with major funding 
from the Institute of 
Museum and Library 
Services, Karen Katen 
Foundation, The LuEs-
ther T. Mertz Charitable 
Trust, MetLife Foun-
dation, National En-
dowment for the Arts, 
National Endowment 
for the Humanities, 
New York State Coun-
cil on the Arts with the 
support of Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo 
and the New York State 
Legislature, and Gillian 
and Robert Steel. It was 
adapted and toured for 
NEH on the Road by 
the Mid-America Arts 
Alliance.
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Washtenaw Unit-
ed’s goaltender, Ju-
lia Scarcella (Saline), 
notched her first shut-
out of the season with 
the United’s 5-0 win 
against Grosse Pointe 
North Wednesday 
night at ESH Arena. 
Washtenaw took the ice 
prepared to play a com-
petitor with a similar 
record and with mem-
ories of a close game 
last season. Cecilia 
Henrickson (Chelsea) 
set the United’s tone by 
posting three goals in a 
3 minute timespan in 
the first. She scored at 
8:48 on an assist from 
Jillian Eggleston (Dex-
ter) and had two solo 
efforts, including one 

WASHTENAW UNITED TAKES 
CONTROL WITH A 5-0 WIN OVER 

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

end-to-end rush. Saige 
Boise (Saline), got her 
first +1 of the season 
with Henrickson’s nat-
ural hat trick.United’s 
strong forechecking by 
Raegan Koptisch (Dex-
ter) and Kathryn Win-
ters (Saline) kept the 
Norsemen in their own 
end for much of the 
first period.

The second period 
Washtenaw continued 
to keep the pressure on 
Grosse Pointe. Energy 
from Chloe Dillen (Sa-
line) - back in the line-
up after a short break, 
and Makenna Lupi (Sa-
line) - who scored in 
the United’s last game, 
kept the puck in GPN’s 
end for most of the pe-

riod. Reese Caryl (Sa-
line) took a penalty at 
8:47 in a rare scrum in 
front of Scarcella. But 
Washtenaw came back, 
at full strength, with a 
goal by Koptisch who 
was positioned perfect-
ly at the mouth of the 
goal to take advantage 
of Henrickson’s pass. 

In the third Caryl 
went end-to-end and 
scored at 11:14 in the 
period. Henrickson 
was given an assist for 
the pass that started the 
rush. The United went 
to work defending their 
lead and Scarcella’s 
shutout with strong de-
fensive performance at 
their own blue line Ju-
lia Berkholz (Dexter), 

Maddie Conrad (Chel-
sea), Eggleston and 
Kennedy. Offensively 
Sydney Clark (Saline) 
had another strong 
performance - winning 
critical faceoffs and 
providing leadership 
on the forecheck and 
backcheck in her role 
as center.

Next up for 
the United is the 
Mid-Michigan Alliance 
HS Showcase in Bay 
City over the 1/22-23 
weekend. Washtenaw 
plays host Mid-Mich-
igan Saturday at 4:00 
p.m. and will face ei-
ther Mercy or Downri-
ver on Sunday based on 
the results of that game. 
The United’s next home 

game is Jan 28th at the 
Ann Arbor Ice Cube 
against Livingston 
United at 6:30 p.m.

INFORMATION-
AL ADDENDUM: 
Washtenaw United is 
a High School Girls’ 
Hockey Team skating 
out of the Ann Arbor 
Ice Cube. The team 
serves High Schools 
within Washtenaw 
County that do not 
have a dedicated team 
to play for. Currently, 
Pioneer and the com-
bined Skyline-Huron 
have dedicated teams. 
Washtenaw United is 
made up of players from 
Saline, Dexter, Chelsea, 
Manchester, and Milan. 
The team is in its first 

year of play, and is an 
affiliate member of the 
Michigan Girls High 
School Hockey League 
(MGHSHL) with plans 
of full membership into 
the league for the 2021-
22 season.

Email: Washten-
awUnitedHSHockey@
gmail.com

Website: https://
www.migirlshshock-
e y . o r g / p a g e /
show/6748460-washt-
enaw

Facebook: @
WUHSGirlsHockey

Twitter: @WUHS-
GirlsHockey

Instagram: @
Washtenaw Unite d -
Hockey

From: Adam 
Winters

Washtenaw Unit-
ed travelled to Bay 
City this past week-
end to play in the 
Mid-Michigan Alli-
ance Mini Showcase. 
With the Mid-Mich-
igan Alliance as host, 
the other Girls HS 
hockey teams in-
cluded Washtenaw, 
Downriver Unit-
ed, and Mercy High 
School. 

Washtenaw and 
Mid-Michigan faced 
each other in the first 
round on Saturday af-
ternoon. Trista Sch-
reiber-Tracy (Chel-
sea) was in net for the 
game. Schreiber-Tra-
cy had a strong out-
ing - stopping 16 

WASHTENAW UNITED SPLITS 
WEEKEND. BEATS MID-MICHIGAN 

ALLIANCE, LOSES TO MERCY.
shots to give Washt-
enaw the 1-0 win. 
The United put 27 
shots on Mid-Mich-
igan with strong of-
fensive output from 
Jillian Eggleston 
(Dexter), Reese Caryl 
(Saline), Raegan Ko-
pitsch (Dexter) and 
Cecilia Hendriksen 
(Chelsea). Henriksen 
scored the United’s 
only goal at 3:27 in 
the 3rd period with 
assists from Caryl and 
Chloe Dillen (Saline). 
Juila Berkholz (Dex-
ter), Maddie Conrad 
(Chelsea) and Rylee 
Kennedy (Milan) 
combined strong de-
fense with several of-
fensive rushes. Newer 
United players Nora 
Stevenson (Saline), 

Mikaylah Hietham-
mer (Saline) and 
Sam Wawzysko (Sa-
line) saw significant 
ice time and allowed 
Washtenaw to run 
three consistent for-
ward lines. 

Washtenaw came 
back on Sunday 
morning hoping to 
have a similar effort 
against a familiar 
MGHSHL rival, Mer-
cy. The United’s last 
game against Mercy 
was a 3-3 tie in De-
cember but this time 
Mercy scored at 5:39 
of the 1st period and 
then again with 1:39 
remaining in the 2nd. 
Despite out shooting 
the Marlins, 31 to 18, 
Washtenaw was un-
able to get the puck 

past Marlin’s goalten-
der, Daria Rorick, who 
received the MVP for 
the series. Henricksen 
again had a strong of-
fensive presence with 
13 of the United’s 
shots on goal. Sydney 
Clark (Saline), Kath-
ryn Winters (Saline), 
Makenna Lupi (Sa-
line), Saige Boies (Sa-
line), Eggleston, Kop-
itsch, Caryl, Berkholz 
and Dillen were all 
shot contributors. 
Julia Scarcella (Sa-
line) had 14 saves but 
Mid-Michigan’s final 
flurry put one behind 
her and one into an 
empty net. 

Next up for 
Washtenaw are games 
against Livingston 
United on Friday, Jan 

28th at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Ann Arbor Ice Cube 
and then a matchup 
against Livonia Unit-
ed Saturday, Jan 29th 
at 1:30 p.m. also at the 
Cube. The Ann Arbor 
Ice Cube strongly rec-
ommends that guests 
wear masks while 
they are in the facility.

INFORMATION-
AL ADDENDUM: 
Washtenaw United is 
a High School Girls’ 
Hockey Team skating 
out of the Ann Arbor 
Ice Cube. The team 
serves High Schools 
within Washtenaw 
County that do not 
have a dedicated team 
to play for. Currently, 
Pioneer and the com-
bined Skyline-Hu-
ron have dedicated 

teams. Washtenaw 
United is made up of 
players from Saline, 
Dexter, Chelsea and 
Milan. The team is 
in its second year of 
play as amember of 
the Michigan Girls 
High School Hockey 
League (MGHSHL).

Email: Washten-
awUnitedHSHock-
ey@gmail.com

Website: https://
www.migirlshshock-
e y . o r g / p a g e /
show/5974674-washt-
enaw

Facebook: @
WUHSGirlsHockey

Twitter: @WUHS-
GirlsHockey

Instagram: @
WashtenawUnited-
Hockey
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1

Agricole Farm Stop Reaches 
2 Million Dollars in Payouts

By Agricole Farm 
Stop January 20, 2022

Chelsea, MI: Since 
opening in late June of 
2019, Agricole Farm 
Stop has actualized its 
mission to grow the lo-
cal food economy and 

cultivate community by 
paying out $2,085,007+ 
directly to the farmers 
and artisans that make 
up the Agricole family 
of local food and craft 
producers. 

We feel honored 
to be able to provide a 
year round outlet for 
our Michigan produc-
ers and so blessed that 
our community has 

been so receptive and 
supportive of our mis-
sion. The model for 
Agricole Farm Stop is 
based on Argus Farm 
Stop in Ann Arbor 
and is designed to of-
fer producers a robust 
outlet for their goods 
and better profit mar-
gins than traditional 
markets. The produc-
ers set their own prices 
and receive 75% of the 
price they set. We be-
lieve robust agricultur-
al strength and sustain-
ability are central to 
the health of our entire 
community. 

The Agricole Farm 
Stop business model 
has a three-fold pur-
pose:

• To provide lo-
cal farmers, artisans, 
and food producers an 
outlet at margins that 
encourage them to in-
crease production, ul-
timately growing the 
local food economy in 
the area.

• To provide the 
community a  year 

round channel where 
they can buy locally 
grown, naturally grown 
produce from farms 
that they recognize. 

• To cultivate com-
munity and educa-
tion surrounding the 
benefits of consuming 
and purchasing food 
and goods that are 
produced locally. This 
includes providing 
employment oppor-
tunities that fosters a 
sense of purpose, be-
longing, and empow-
erment to the youth of 
our community.   

The abandoned, 
historic Mack build-
ing located downtown 
Chelsea, was redevel-
oped in 2018 into the 
future home for Agri-
cole Farm Stop’s mar-
ket and cafe. In sum-
mer 2020, Agricole 
Farm Stop expanded 
its mission by adding a 
community kitchen for 
food producer clients to 
grow their businesses. 
The Agricole Kitchen is 
currently the home of 

five licensed food pro-
ducers that share the 
space regularly. Agri-
cole Farm Stop itself, 
now represents over 
150 producers season-
ally, including vegeta-
ble farmers, meat and 
dairy farmers, cheese 
makers, wild mush-
room foragers, and a 
vast variety of other lo-
cally produced goods 
such as prepared foods, 
baked goods, canned 
goods, coffee, tea, hon-
ey and maple syrup. 
The cafe features lo-
cally produced coffee, 

milk, sweeteners, and 
pastries and Agricole 
is committed to pro-
viding a community 
centered space where 
people gather, work, 
relax, and shop. As a 
mission-driven busi-
ness, we value social 
good over profit and 
the success that this 
model has achieved in 
just two short years, 
has exceeded our ex-
pectations. Thank you 
to our amazing com-
munity for your con-
tinued support!
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Saturday Jan 22, 
the Dexter Chamber 
hosted its Annual Ice 
Fest in Monument 
Park . The Ice Fest fea-
tured 70 carvings, live 
demonstrations and a 
Kid’s Zone.  Accord-
ing to the Chamber 
website, the chamber 
partnered with  Ice 
Dream Sculptures, 
the artists behind the 
carvings.  Businesses 
requested their own 
sculptures, typically a 
design that represents 
their brand.  A large 
cupcake was the de-
sign for the Dexter 
Bakery, and a bath-
tub was featured for 
Proven  Kitchen and 
Bath Studios.  Head-

Dexter IceFest A Success

line sponsors for the 
event were Aubrees 
and Thetford.  The 
Dexter Rotary Club 
partnered with the 
chamber to make the 
event happen.  

My daughter and 
I decided to attend 
and make it a fun 
day.  As we searched 
for a parking spot, 
my daughter caught 
a glimpse of Rapun-
zel and grew very 
excited to check out 
the Kid’s Zone.  We 
walked around and 
enjoyed the sculptures 
first.  We got to watch 
an artist demonstrate 
carving a block of ice.  
It’s a pretty incredible 
talent.  My daugh-
ter was thrilled to see 
a sculpture of baby 

Yoda. I don’t know 
what to call it, but 
my daughter calls it 
Baby Yoda.  I enjoyed 
the moose drinking a 
beer sculpture. There 
were so many amaz-
ing sculptures it’s hard 
to choose.    The shark 
with the big smile was 
a delight as well.  Basi-
cally, there was some-
thing for everyone.  
You could not attend 
the Ice Fest this year 
and not find a sculp-
ture that made you 
smile. We headed to-
ward the kid’s zone. 
Lydia met Spider 
Man, Captain Ameri-
ca, Rapunzle and oth-
er characters I can’t 
name because I’m so 
pathetically out of the 
loop.  The characters  

were from Michigan's 
League of Enchant-
ment and made Lyd-
ia’s day.   There was a 
small skating rink for 
the kids. I allowed 
Lydia to get on the 
ice for a minute even 
though we did not 
have skates or a hel-
met.  There was hot 
chocolate in the Ga-
zebo. The weather was 
so cold, great for the 
ice but a challenge for 
my daughter and I, 
so we ended our day 
with a lunch date at 
the Beer Grotto.     Pa-
tronizing a local busi-
ness after the Ice Fest 
is exactly the point of 
events like this hosted 
by the Chamber.  I’m 
sure these events are 
particularly import-
ant to local business 
after the challenging 
last few years. The Ice 
Fest was a wonderful 
time for all ages and 
provided a nice boost 

to local businesses in 
the area.  I certain-
ly enjoyed a nice day 
with my daughter.  As 
my daughter grows 
older, these days are 
going to be parts of 
her fond memories of 
childhood.  I feel very 
grateful to be a part 
of a community that 
offers these great mo-
ments for families.  

Photos By: Aimee Bingham Osinski
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Bella Turner
Swim & Dive

Hope  College
Parents:  Becky Turner and Terry Turner 

Photo By: Tracie Stoffer

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
COLLEGE SIGNING
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Chelsea District 
Library (CDL) is 
pleased to announce 
the 13th annual Au-
thors in Chelsea pro-
gram. This two-day 
program is a partner-
ship between CDL 
and Chelsea School 
District that brings 
nationally known au-
thors into the class-
room. Through work-
shops and assemblies, 
students learn to bet-
ter read and appre-
ciate literature, and 
discover how they 
too can use writing 
as a powerful tool to 
express themselves. 
This year’s program 
will take place on 
March 15–16, 2022, 
and features Theanne 
Griffith (author of the 
Magnificent Makers 
series), James Buck-
ley Jr. (contributing 
author to the Who 
Was/Who Is series), 
and Katherine Arden 
(author of the Small 

Save the Date for the 
13th Annual Authors 

in Chelsea Event!

Spaces series).
In addition to 

classroom visits at the 
Chelsea School Dis-
trict, all three Authors 
in Chelsea authors 
will join us Tuesday, 
March 15 at 6:30pm 
at the Washington 
Street Education Cen-
ter board room for a 
panel of presentations 
open to the public. 
Each author will dis-
cuss their work and 
inspiration, followed 
by a Q&A and book 
signings. This event 
has no charge and in-
cludes an opportunity 
to purchase books to 
be signed by the au-
thors, courtesy of Ser-
endipity Books.

The Authors in 
Chelsea program is 
made possible by the 
continued support 
of the Chelsea Edu-
cation Foundation 
(CEF) and the Friends 
of Chelsea District Li-
brary. CEF’s generous 

$1,500 grant pays for 
books by the visiting 
authors for school 
classrooms and me-
dia centers. These 
books allow teach-
ers the ability to use 
them as part of their 
curriculum planning 
and to prepare stu-
dents for the authors’ 
visits.Through the 
fundraising efforts of 
the Friends of Chel-
sea District Library, 
the program receives 
a $2,000 donation 
to offset authors' ap-
pearance fees. Sup-
port from these or-
ganizations allows 
nearly 1,000 children 
in grades 1–6 to par-
ticipate each year. 

For more infor-
mation about Au-
thors in Chelsea, 
please visit: chelsea-
districtlibrary.org/au-
thors-in-chelsea/.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
than 30 COVID-19 
affected individuals 
admitted in early De-
cember 2021 and as 
of Friday January 7th, 
2022, there were 24 
COVID-19 impacted 
patients admitted to 
the hospital. Around 
70 percent of the ad-
mitted COVID-19 pa-
tients were unvacci-
nated. The remaining 
30 percent that were 
admitted were either 
partially or fully vac-
cinated and among 
these 30 percent, most 
suffered from other 
underlying medical 
conditions such as 
high blood pressure, 
respiratory failure, 
diabetes, pneumonia, 
renal failure, COPD, 
etc. 

It was noted be-
cause of the high pa-
tient census in late 
November and early 
December, the hos-
pital postponed some 
surgeries and de-
ferred admissions for 
Inpatient Rehab or 
other care. The hospi-
tal continually evalu-
ates bed capacity and 
its ability to admit pa-
tient transfers. 

Dr. Weizer not-
ed that the hospital 
has 6 ICU beds. As 
planned, the hospi-
tal created additional 
ICU beds by convert-
ing beds from Atrium 
East. At times during 
the past few months, 
the ICU and 24 bed 
Atrium East have 
been completely filled 
with COVID-19 pa-
tients, and more were 
cared for in Atrium 
West, another 24-bed 
unit. 

The nursing direc-
tor and medical staff 
leadership continue to 
work hard and man-
age COVID-19, in 
addition to the usual 
cases that are admit-
ted to the hospital.

Omicron patients 
are typically not as 
sick but are more 
easily able to trans-
mit the disease and 
because of Omicron’s 
higher transmissibil-
ity, a greater number 
of staff are out ill with 
the Omicron variant. 
There is good news. 
The Omicron vari-
ant’s peak, based on 
South Africa data, 
is expected towards 
the end of January or 
early February. Also, 
the rate of full vacci-
nation and boosters 
is rather good in the 
Chelsea area. There 
are more therapies 
available, such as 2 
new oral antiviral 
medications, and IV 

Chelsea Community 
Forum Summary 

for January 8, 2022
monoclonal antibod-
ies. The difficulty with 
the oral medications; 
their short supply. 
Dr. Weizer noted that 
more community 
testing supplies would 
be helpful. The in-
home tests are, if used 
correctly, helpful, too. 
If you are without 
symptoms and the 
test is negative, this 
is a good indicator 
of no disease. If you 
have symptoms of 
COVID-19 or a “cold” 
and the test is nega-
tive, then you should 
re-test. There should 
be more tests available 
late January. If you 
have had COVID-19, 
regardless of the 
strain, the natural 
immunity alone is 
unlikely to provide 
as much protection 
as natural immunity 
plus the full vaccina-
tion series with the 
booster. There is work 
being undertaken on 
a broad Coronavirus 
vaccine and if suc-
cessful, may be help-
ful in diminishing all 
Coronavirus infec-
tions.

Routine antibody 
testing is unlikely to 
provide any useful 
information, unless 
the person is im-
mune-compromised, 
or elderly.

There was discus-
sion regarding the 
tendency of viruses to 
become less virulent 
or weaker as they be-
come more transmis-
sible, thus becoming 
endemic to the popu-
lation. 

Dr. Weizer notes 
that the hospital was 
prepared for this cur-
rent wave of the Omi-
cron. 

Vaccinations with 
boosters are protec-
tive, as are masks and 
physical distancing. 
Staying home when ill 
is helpful in prevent-
ing the transmission 
of COVID-19 viruses, 
and other viral and 
bacterial mediated 
diseases. Others not-
ed that staying home 
can be difficult if one 
needs the income 
work provides. Some 
noted that societal 
attitudes about stay-
ing home from work 
when ill are moving 
towards more accep-
tance of this action.

When asked 
about nursing short-
ages, Dr. Weizer re-
plied that the nursing 
shortages predated 
the COVID-19 cri-
ses. The presence of 
COVID-19 worsened 
this situation leading 
to many nurses retir-

ing, some leaving the 
profession prior to 
retirement age, burn-
out of the remain-
ing staff worsened 
as more staff left the 
nursing profession. 
As of January 7th, 
there were more than 
40 St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea staff on quar-
antine. Some nurses 
have also experienced 
work-place violence 
from angry patients 
and their families. 
Some nurses became 
traveling nurses as 
the pay was signifi-
cantly higher. St. Joe’s 
has contracted with 
traveling nurses at a 
significant impact on 
the hospital’s bud-
get. Dr. Weizer noted 
that these shortages 
transcend nurses and 
include, nursing assis-
tants, housekeepers, 
respiratory therapists, 
and others involved 
with patient care. 
The staff members 
that have remained 
have shared that an 
increase in their wag-
es and salary would 
not be rejected, but it 
would not stem the 
rising tide of staff de-
partures.

Dr. Weizer and 
Ms. Klein noted the 
following items:

A) The hospital 
visitor policy has not 
changed. We allow 
one to two visitors 
for non-COVID in-
patients, and no vis-
itors are allowed for 
COVID patients un-
less there are special 
circumstances, such 
as end of life. 

B) Our Incident 
Command team re-
ports to the state of 
Michigan our COVID 
numbers, staffing 
numbers and gaps 
every day. The State 
and Federal Govern-
ment use that data to 
distribute surge team 
resources. To date, 
none of the St. Joe’s 
hospitals have been 
granted extra resourc-
es. A surge team was 
allocated to Trinity 
Health hospital Mer-
cy Health Muskegon.

To close, both Dr. 
Weizer and Ms. Klein 
expressed their grat-
itude to the health 
care team in their 
professionalism, ded-
ication, and caring 
for patients, especially 
during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. They also 
expressed their appre-
ciation to the commu-
nity for their support. 
If any community 
members would like 
to augment their sup-
port, please contact 
Ms. Klein at: 734-593-

5377 or Jaclyn.Klein@
stjoeshealth.org. 
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