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Pictured are Matt Ceo, Principal of Beach 
Middle School and Nick Angel, Principal of 

Chelsea High School.

I had the opportu-
nity to chat with and 
get to know the new 
Beach Middle School 

Beach Middle 
School 

Hires New 
Principal

principal, Matt Ceo 
last week.  While do-
ing my due diligence 
and trying to learn 
as much as possible 
about  Matt, I found 

an interview with 
him posted in an on-
line Facebook group. 
I learned about his 
philosophy leading 
Beach as an assis-
tant principal.  I also 
learned in the com-
ments that he was a 
former teacher at Sa-
line as well as a Saline 
graduate. He seemed 
to be a very well liked 
teacher and the com-
ments indicated that 
former students and 
parents of former stu-
dents expect nothing 
but continued success 
as an educator.

I opened the 

conversation with 
Mr. Ceo by asking 
him about his back-
ground.  He let  me 
know that he’d at-
tended Saline High 
School and the Uni-
versity of Michigan.  
Mr. Ceo became a 
middle school teach-
er at Saline.  In 2016 
he served as interim 
assistant principal in 
Saline and felt that he 
was ready for the next 
step and was interest-
ed in an administra-
tive role, and more 
leadership.  Mr. Ceo 
explained that he and 

Two Chelsea 
Businesses to 

Swap Locations

Story on page 5.

BULLDOGS WIN FIRST 
STATE TITLE!

Story and more photos on page 10. Photos By Catherine Knight.
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Nick Angel were both 
involved in an admin-
istrative organization, 
where he had the op-
portunity to get to 
know Mr. Angel. He 
learned about the po-
sition in Chelsea, did 
his research, and was 
familiar with Julie 
Helber as she was for-
merly in Saline.  Mr. 
Ceo felt as though the 
position was  a good 
fit for him.  

It was during this 
part of the conver-
sation that I became 
very impressed. I was 
trying to understand 
how difficult han-
dling a group of mid-
dle school children 
was.  Mr. Ceo was not 
weary, as I imagined 
anyone might be.  
Middle school is full 
of big emotions and 
limited testing.    Mr. 

Beach Middle 
School Hires New 

Principal
Ceo was the opposite 
of weary, he was  en-
thusiastic.  It was clear 
he loves working with 
kids and this partic-
ular age group.  I am 
a reporter but I am 
also a Mom.  I always 
imagine, when in-
terviewing someone, 
what I would want for 
my own kids.  Would 
I want Mr. Ceo in a 
leadership position at 
a school for my chil-
dren?  Yes 100%.  It’s 
clear he loves kids, he 
loves what I imagine 
is a challenging age 
group and he wants 
to provide them with 
his very best.  He ex-
plained that this age 
is super fun to be 
around because the 
kids are full of energy 
and developing their 
own world view.  

I asked Mr. Ceo 
what he hoped to ac-

complish at Beach 
and he explained that 
he believes Beach is 
the best middle school 
in the state.  He stated 
that he wants to keep 
the school moving in 
the right direction.  
He will provide mi-
nor tweaks to keep 
learning, growing 
and improving but 
his goal  is to make 
certain the school 
continues in the right 
direction.  It’s clear 
that Mr. Ceo has the 
utmost respect for 
the job as his prede-
cessor did.  Don’t ex-
pect major upheaval  
at the middle school.  
But do expect your 
children to be in the 
hands of someone 
who really loves his 
job and is passionate 
about creating a great 
learning environment 
for the students.

Just as nonprofit 
senior living organiza-
tions United Methodist 
Retirement Communi-
ties (UMRC) and Por-
ter Hills have affiliated 
as one organization, so, 
too, have their fundrais-
ing arms. The UMRC 
Foundation and Por-
ter Hills Foundation 
boards officially ap-
proved the merger into 
one UMRC & Porter 
Hills Foundation, ef-
fective July 1, 2021. The 
merger was announced 
publicly at the founda-
tion’s ThanksForGiv-
ing event held at the 
Frederik Meijer Gar-
dens and Sculpture Park 
on Thursday, November 
11.

“Our UMRC and 
Porter Hills team mem-
bers and boards have 
each worked more 
closely with each oth-
er since the affiliation 
took place in 2019,” 
said foundation presi-
dent Wendy Brightman. 
“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has also taught 
us that – together – we 
can do so much more to 
care for the older adults 
we serve. The same is 
true of our foundations. 
With our similar faith-
based backgrounds and 
traditions, and with 
Benevolent Care at the 
heart of all we do, it only 

UMRC and Porter Hills 
Foundations

Officially Join as One
Mission of Serving Older Adults 

Continues as Top Priority
makes sense for us to 
come together as well.”

Brightman empha-
sized the importance of 
upholding donor intent 
as a unified foundation.

“Consideration of 
our donors’ intent for 
all gifts remains par-
amount,” Brightman 
said. “Our single com-
bined focus allows us to 
better serve the needs 
of older adults and the 
mission of UMRC & 
Porter Hills, as we con-
tinue to honor and up-
hold donor intent for all 
gifts – past, present, and 
future.”

Combined, the 
UMRC & Porter Hills 
Foundation is one of the 
largest foundations sup-
porting aging services 
in Michigan.

“As one foundation, 
we can also help give 
voice to the growing 
number of older adults 
across our state and 
leverage our expertise 
from a single, statewide 
platform,” Brightman 
said.

Brightman contin-
ues in her role as pres-
ident of the UMRC & 
Porter Hills Founda-
tion, and the Founda-
tion will continue to 
maintain a presence 
in both Chelsea and 
Grand Rapids. Founda-
tion team members will 
be shared across UMRC 
& Porter Hills’ service 
area, which includes 24 
locations and service 
lines spanning 22 coun-
ties across Michigan’s 

lower peninsula.
The Foundation’s 

key fundraising initia-
tives include Benevo-
lent Care for qualified 
residents who have ex-
hausted their resourc-
es to remain in their 
UMRC & Porter Hills’ 
homes; Team Mem-
ber Support Services, 
including competitive 
scholarships and emer-
gency aid; Life Enrich-
ment programming; 
and capital improve-
ments. Gifts may be 
designated for specif-
ic funds, for initiatives 
across the state, or to be 
used where most need-
ed.

“While these initia-
tives may evolve over 
time to best serve the 
mission of UMRC & 
Porter Hills, the UMRC 
& Porter Hills Founda-
tion will always keep 
the best interests of old-
er adults, their families, 
and our dedicated team 
members first and fore-
most,” said Brightman. 
“We will continue to be 
effective stewards of the 
funds with which we 
have been entrusted and 
to uphold donor intent.”

To learn more about 
the UMRC & Porter 
Hills Foundation, con-
tact the East Founda-
tion Office at 734-433-
1000 ext. 7502 or the 
West Foundation Office 
at 616-577-2297; or visit 
our website at umrcph.
com/foundation/.
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Savings in
Chelsea

Palmer Auto Ser-
vice is collecting dona-
tions of gift cards and 
new unwrapped toys 
for the annual ‘Toys for 
Tots and Teens’ toy drive 
during Hometown Hol-
iday. The smallest gift 
can mean the world to a 
child or teen who needs 
help. 

The toys and gift 
cards are taken to Faith 
in Action (FIA) in Chel-
sea and distributed to 
area children. Dona-

Chelsea’s Annual Toys for Tots & 
Teens Provides Gifts for Area Youth

tions of Gift cards can 
be dropped in Palmer’s 
secure key drop box and 
new unwrapped toys 
can be placed inside a 
contactless ‘Collection 
Box’ outside of Palmer 
Auto Service located at 
222 South Main Street.  

“The history of the 
community addressing 
needs through Faith in 
Action, and the creative 
solution set up by the 
Palmer family through 
Toys for Tots and Teens 
is a wonderful way for 
all of us to come togeth-
er to show that we care 
about our neighbors 
who might be strug-
gling during this oth-
erwise festive season,” 
said Sheri Montoye, Di-
rector of FIA, 

“The clients and 
families of Faith in 
Action are genuinely 
moved by the support 
we are able to offer 
during the holiday sea-
son as a result of your 
kind and generous toy 
donations.  Anything 
extra that we received 
is shared with area so-
cial workers to assist 
additional families and 
households who are 
facing personal chal-
lenges,” said Montoye. 

Suzie Palmer We-
ber, started the pro-
gram in 1988 when she 
reached out to Chelsea 
Schools, Chelsea Mill-
ing Company (Jiffy 
Mixes) employees, and 
the surrounding com-
munity to help fulfill 
the needs of local youth 
during the holidays. 
Several local businesses, 
service organizations, 
and school classrooms 
continue to conduct 
collection drives as part 
of the Hometown Hol-
iday Toys for Tots and 
Teens. To read more 
about the program’s his-
tory visit www.palmer-
autoservice.net/toys-
for-tots-and-teens. 

“We are honored to 
be a part of this Chelsea 
tradition and to help 
give back to our neigh-
bors and friends during 
the holiday season,” 
said Bob Mock, owner 
of Palmer Auto Service.

Toy donations will 
be delivered to Faith 
In Action at noon on 
Dec. 14. Toys for Tots 
and Teens also accepts 
monetary donations, 
which are used to pur-
chase local businesses 
gift cards.

For more infor-

mation about Faith In 
Action services, visit 
https://www.faithinac-
tion1.org.  For ques-
tions about the Toys 
for Tots and Teens Toy 
Drive, please phone 
Stephanie Heim at 
Palmer Auto Service, 
(734) 475-1301.
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Chelsea, MI. Ballet 
Chelsea will bring the 
magic of the holiday 
season to life with The 
Nutcracker!  Decem-
ber 11 at 2 pm and 7 
pm, and December 12 
at 2 pm. 

This annual pro-
duction will be held 
at the George E. Pot-
ter Center in Jack-
son, Michigan. The 
performance will fea-
ture dazzling scenery, 
beautiful costume 
designs, and the col-
orful characters you 
adore. Ballet Chel-
sea's rendition of The 
Nutcracker is a favor-
ite holiday tradition. 

Ballet Chelsea Presents its 24th Annual Production of 
The Nutcracker! 

Photos courtesy of Chris Hilgendorf, Michael Bessom, and Nigel Thompson

90 Dancers will make 
Tchaikovsky's score 
magical with live ac-
companiment from 
the Jackson Sympho-
ny Orchestra—a true 
Christmas Treasure. 

The Nutcracker is 
a classical ballet based 
on E.T.A. Hoffmann's 
1816 fairytale, The 
Nutcracker and The 
Mouse King. When 
Marie receives a nut-
cracker on the Eve of 
her family's holiday 
party, her dreams take 
her on a grand adven-
ture. Follow Marie and 
her Nutcracker Prince 
to the wondrous Land 
of Sweets. Meet the 

Snow Queen and King, 
Sugar Plum Fairy and 
Candy Cane, mischie-
vous rats and brave toy 
soldiers. It’s a spectac-
ular holiday treat for 
the entire family!  

Be sure to share 
this sweet treat with 
your favorite people 
and celebrate the holi-
day season with Ballet 
Chelsea and the Jack-
son Symphony Or-
chestra.  

Please note the 
Potter Center is re-
quiring masks be worn 
during the perfor-
mances to help keep 
everyone safe for the 
Holiday Season.  

Ballet Chelsea re-
lies on the support of 
its friends, followers, 
students, and donors 
to create world-class 
productions and pro-
vide quality adaptive 
dance and assisted 
living outreach pro-
grams. If anyone is 
interested in under-
writing a portion of 
production expenses 
or donating to Ballet 
Chelsea’s communi-
ty-driven programs, 
don't hesitate to con-
tact Jean Delwiche at 
jean@balletchelsea.
org.or visit the web-
site at this link to learn 
more.

Left to right: Megan Hayduk on violin, Peter 
Mourad at the piano, and Phoebe Harris 

on cello will play Beethoven’s Piano Trio in 
Bb major, Op 11 at the Hometown Holiday 

Concert on December 5. 

The beauty of live 
chamber music will 
once again resound 
to usher in the season 
during the Home-
town Holiday Concert 
at 3 and 7 p.m. at the 

Hometown Holiday Concert Returns

Pictured are advanced chamber orchestra 
students who will be playing pieces in 

Sunday's concert. Left to right: Tomás Merkel 
on cello and Seren Angus on bass will play 

Allegro by G. Rossini to open the Hometown 
Holiday Concert on December 5. 

First United Method-
ist Church, 128 Park 
Street, on December 
5.

Featuring Nathan 
Peters, Paula Elliott, 
David Schultz, and 

Sara Cumming, the 
Chelsea Chamber 
Players (CCP) will 
perform quartet music 
by Emilie Mayer and 
Florence Price—com-
plex pieces worthy of 
the festive return of 

the annual event fol-
lowing the pandemic 
pause in 2020.

Advanced cham-
ber musicians from 
Chelsea High School 
will open the pro-
gram. Tomás Merkel 

and Seren Angus will 
play a duet by Ros-
sini; followed by a 
Beethoven piano trio 
performed by Megan 
Hayduk, Phoebe Har-
ris, and Peter Mourad.

“We are doing our 
best to present live 
music in the safest way 
possible,” said Cum-
ming, the group’s cel-
list. A limited number 
of in-person attendees 
will be permitted at 
the free performances, 
with overflow at the 
3 p.m. performance 
seated in the adjoin-
ing hall to watch the 
livestream. Audience 
members will be re-
quired to wear face-
masks and social dis-
tance. 

For those who 
are not able to at-
tend in person, the 
3 p.m. performance 
will livestream on the 
Chelsea First YouTube 
Channel at https://
www.youtube.com/
channel/UC-oDHg-
9zaImC42npYW0Ev-
TA. 

The concert will 
conclude with Christ-
mas carols.

Chelsea Chamber 
Players would have 
celebrated their 20th 
anniversary in 2020 
with a huge commis-
sioned work by Chel-
sea composer Brian 
Brill, but the premiere 
was postponed due to 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Cumming said 
the group expects to 
reschedule it when 
circumstances per-
mit 150 or more per-
formers in the church, 
which includes Chel-
sea High School or-
chestra and choir stu-
dents playing with the 
professionals to pres-
ent the new piece. 

A n n i v e r s a r y 
t-shirts will be avail-
able to purchase for 
$18 at the concert. 
Proceeds support 
CCP’s free concerts. 

About Chelsea 
Chamber Players 
(from chelseacham-
b e r p l a y e r s . c o m ) : 
Since 2000, the Chel-
sea Chamber Players 
has provided live mu-
sic concerts to Chel-
sea and surrounding 
communities, and ed-
ucational experiences 
through workshops 
in local schools and 
masterclass opportu-
nities. Contract mu-
sicians perform as 
duo, trio and quartet 
ensembles, supported 
by a small number of 
volunteers. Since the 
spring concert of 2004, 
all Chelsea Chamber 
Players concerts have 
been free of charge.

There are excit-
ing changes afoot for 
two of our downtown 
women-owned small 
businesses. Serendip-
ity Books, currently 
located at 113 West 
Middle Street, and 
Copper Crate Mer-
cantile and Unique 
Rentals, to be found at 

Two Chelsea Businesses to 
Swap Locations

108 East Middle Street, 
are packing everything 
up and swapping loca-
tions. 

“A swap that works 
to the benefit of two 
vastly different busi-
nesses is a pretty un-
usual thing,” said Mi-
chelle Tuplin, owner 
of Serendipity Books, 
“but this move is a 

positive and exciting 
step for both of us and 
we are just thrilled.”

KaTina Blanchard, 
owner of Copper Crate 
Mercantile and Unique 
Rentals added, “we are 
so fortunate to be a 
part of a supportive 
and cooperative busi-
ness community where 
individuals really do 

work together.”
The big move will 

happen at the end of 
the year. Copper Crate 
Mercantile and Unique 
Rentals will close on 
December 26th and 
reopen at 113 West 
Middle Street at the 
beginning of the new 
year after kitchen ren-
ovations.   Serendipity 

Books will be closed 
on January 1 and re-
open at 108 on East 
Middle Street on Janu-
ary 15.  

“Obviously, we are 
both big fans of Mid-
dle Street,” said Mi-
chelle “and we couldn’t 
be more excited for 
what lies ahead.”

 ➢ continued from page 1
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The meeting be-
gan with the Approv-
al of the Minutes. The  
meeting minutes were 
quickly approved 
without any changes.

Pre-arranged Par-
ticipation:

1. Partners in 
Architecture – 3515 
Broad St. Presenta-
tion. Stephan  Lech-
man  from Partners in 
Architecture, provid-
ed a presentation of 
the new city hall proj-
ect.   He went over 
the floor plans and 
discussed the chang-
es that will be made. 
He gave the plan for 
the scope of work in-
cluding maintenance 
needs.  He showed 
us the plans for the 
exterior.  He went 
over the construction 
budget estimate.    He 
also gave a proposed 
schedule.   Council 
members gave input  
and asked questions. 

E. Approval of 
Agenda. Zach sug-
gested M5 be post-
poned due to a coun-
cil member not being 
present.  If  M5 is 
removed the May-
or asks that 7 be re-
moved.  The agenda 
was approved minus 
M5 and M7.

H. Non-arranged 
Participation:  Matt 
Williams from JanPro 
introduced himself 
during non-arranged 
participation. 

I. Communica-
tions:

1. Upcoming 
Meeting List

J. Reports:
1. Public Services 

- Tim Stewart gave 
the report.  He is un-
sure about the timing 
of Christmas lights.  
He did mention there 
was a problem that 
should be fixed with 
the leaf machine, with 
Dan Schlaff stepping 
in to help with ques-
tions as needed. 

2. Community 
Development Man-
ager – Michelle Aniol  
provided her report 
and answered sever-
al questions. There 
was some discussion 
regarding the condi-
tional zoning  issue 
mentioned in Mi-
chelle’s report.  The 
issue will be before 
planning in Decem-
ber. 

3. There was a 
sheriff report provid-
ed. Someone is im-
personating a Washt-

Dexter City 
Council Meeting
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

enaw County Sheriff 
on the phone.  No-
body will contact you 
on the phone and ask 
for money to get out 
of trouble.  It’s some-
one trying to com-
mit fraud.   Call the 
non-emergency line 
and report the call. 
Do not send anyone 
money.  The issue with 
LaFontaine delivery 
drivers unloading cars 
in an unsafe way was 
discussed.  Shop with 
a Cop is coming up in 
early December. 

5. City Manager 
Report – Justin Breyer 
gave his report.

6. Mayor Report 
– Shawn Keough dis-
cussed an event with 
children.  The kids 
gave feedback on park 
ideas.  The kids like 
the idea of  ping pong 
tables.  The fire board 
adopted the spending 
plan budget.  Dexter’s 
costs will go up and 
was not in the budget 
last July.   Dexter is not 
the only communi-
ty that will see an in-
crease.  Dexter Town-
ship will  incur more 
costs as well.   Donna 
wanted to know the 
reason for the in-
crease.  The Mayor ex-
plained that  they are 
ramping up to four 
full time firefighters. 
They went from two 
stations manned full 
time to three manned 
full time.  

7. Council Mem-
ber Reports;

Consent Agenda: 
was approved. 

M. New Business- 
Consideration and 
Discussion of;

1. Consideration 
of: Application for 
Amendment to Con-
ditional Rezoning 
Agreement for 7714 
Ann Arbor St. En-
core Theatre.  The En-
core theater is asking 
to eliminate  volun-
tary conditions. Dan 
Cooney spoke and ex-
plained why the desire 
to change happened.  
The motion passed. 

2. Consideration 
of: Text Amendment 
to the Zoning Or-
dinance for Plug-
In Electric Vehicle 
(PEV) Stations .   Mi-
chelle explained the 
amendment.  It will 
establish regulations 
that will allow PEV 
stations and create ap-
propriate guidelines.  
Zach asked several 
questions and offered 
some suggestions  on  
the wording.  The mo-

tion carried. 
3. Consideration 

of: Amendment to 
City Council Rules; 
Zach provided an 
overview of the chang-
es, which are specific 
to how open seats on 
council are filled.   The 
motion carried. 

4. Consideration 
of: First Street Park 
Sidewalk Connec-
tion and Project Rec-
ommendation from 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission Coun-
cilmember Michels 
bright up some con-
cerns.  The Mayor 
stated that he wanted 
to see how the budget 
pans out.  The motion 
was made to post-
pone.  The motion 
carried. 

6. Discussion of: 
Rental Inspection Or-
dinance and Property 
Maintenance Code;  
Looking at the first 
draft of zoning ordi-
nance updates in the 
next few months. This 
will likely go in front 
of the public in 2023.  
If it is determined to 
be a council priority 
there will be a push 
to get it done faster.   
The mayor expressed 
concern for safety  for 
renters.   The mayor 
believes most land-
lords have safe struc-
tures but for those 
that don’t, the Mayor 
would like to encour-
age safer conditions 
for renters.   Coiun-
cilmember Michels is 
in favor of  the may-
or’s suggestions, citing 
that the role of local 
government is health 
and safety.  He would 
also like to include  
short-term rental reg-
ulations.  The firechief 
is in favor of it and 
brought up the ques-
tion of who is qual-
ified to enforce the 
code. 

N. Council Com-
ments;  Zach brought 
up the idea of a cost 
recovery ordinance, 
which is included in 
insurance and a good 
way to start  equip-
ment funding. Con-
grats to Zach’s ex-
change student who 
earned her varsity let-
ter in football.  Donna 
expressed how grate-
ful she was for Alex, 
and what a pleasure it 
was to work with him 
in committee.  Happy 
Thanksgiving!

P. Adjournment. 
The meeting ad-
journed.

For tickets and 
showtimes please visit: 

https://www.theencoretheatre.org/
or call 734-268-6200734

Holiday light pa-
rade is coming up De-
cember 11! Remember 
to come downtown 
around 5:45, parade 
will start at 6pm. If 
you want to be in the 
parade make sure to 
go to www.dexterdaze.
org for details and to 
register!

Holiday Light 
Parade in Dexter
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski

I had the privilege 
of stopping by Dex-
ter’s newest shop to-
day.  Tiani Body Care 
had its grand opening  
a little over a week 
ago.   It sits next to 
the post office where 
Dexter Print and Em-
broidery was located 
prior to outgrowing 
the space.  

Tiani is a brand I 
recognize.  I’ve used 
products from the 
brand before.  Vi-
olet greeted me  at 
the door of the sun-
drenched, wonderful 
smelling shop.   I told 
Violet that I’d previ-
ously used this brand. 
She stated that she got 
her start five years ago 
and had been selling 
at local farmer’s mar-
kets and was now in 
stores across Michi-
gan. 

Violet explained 
that she drove by and 
saw the vacant prop-
erty and thought it 
would make a won-
derful  soap shop.  She 
was ready to move to 
a retail space.  The 
proximity to the post 
office is perfect for 
her because she sells 
online through Etsy 
and her own website. 
Violet is a fifth gener-
ation Dexter girl.  Vi-
olet grew up  on the 
Whitney Farmstead.   
Due to the location 
of the driveway, she 
attended Ann Arbor 
schools.  Now she 
lives in town. Her 
child and the one she’s 
expecting will attend 
Dexter schools. Hav-
ing a shop right in 
town is perfect for her 
family.  

Violet explains 
that her products are 
kid friendly and sen-
sitive skin friendly. 
She began her ca-
reer as a biochemist  
and prior to creating 
Tiani as a full time ca-
reer, she worked in a 
plant research lab for 
Michigan State. Vio-
let has the science and 
experience to create 
soaps, lotions, sham-
poo and skin care that 

Tiani Body Care Moves to Dexter

will nourish and pam-
per your skin.   Tiani 
boasts eco-friend-
ly packaging.  She is 
teaming up with Bee 
Joyful and you will 
soon be able to obtain 
Tiani liquid soap as a 
refill  at Bee Joyful.  

While getting to 
know Violet, I was 
taking advantage of 
looking at the prod-
ucts without other 
customers.  As we 
head into December, 
my eyes are peeled 
for presents.  Tiani 
offers gift boxes for 
the holidays.  Some 
are premade and she 
also offers the option 
to create your own.  
I will be back this 
week to create boxes 
for friends and fami-
ly.  Everything smells 
delightful and not in 
that fake chemical 
way, in that, real bo-
tanical way.  Saturday 
mornings, the shop 
will have Raterman 
Bread in the store.  
While the idea of ob-
taining fresh bread in 
a soap store may seem 
odd, Violet’s husband 
Nick is the baker.  Vi-
olet makes products 
that soothe the skin 
and Nick naturally 
ferments the bread 
which soothes the 
intestinal tract. The 
products go together 
perfectly.  

Tiani Body Care’s 
main goal, according 
to the website,  is to 
create safe and qual-
ity products made 
with local ingredients.   
Shopping at Tiani not 
only supports a local 
Dexter family, it also 
supports local Mich-
igan farmers.  Shop 
local from a company 
that shops local!   Store 
hours are Wed-Sun-
day 10am-6pm.   You 
can also browse prod-
ucts online from 
home at https://www.
tianibodycare.com/
shop  This holiday sea-
son, stop by  and grab 
some natural balm for 
your poor dry hands, 
and be sure to wel-
come Violet and her 
family to downtown. 
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 continued on page 10

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
TRAFFIC JAMS, PRESS PASSES, 
NFL GAMES AND THANKSGIVING

I hope everyone 
had a Happy Thanks-
giving.

I hope that ev-
eryone stuffed them-
selves with turkey and 
pumpkin pie, the two 
most important foods 
at every Thanksgiving 
dinner. And, of course, 
I hope that everyone 
enjoyed the delicious 
leftovers for the next 
few days.

I prepared myself 
for this year’s Thanks-
giving bounty by cre-
ating a new hole near 
the tip of my belt. I 
definitely need the ex-
tra room this holiday 
season.

One of these years 
I’m going to wear my 
pajama bottoms and 
slippers to Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with my 
family. I would be so 
much more comfort-
able. Heck, I’m even 
thinking of bringing 
my own pillow and 
blanket for the cer-
tain after-meal “turkey 
sleep coma” on the liv-
ing room couch.

I love Thanksgiv-
ing.

I love being with 
family.

I love putting my 
hand on my stuffed 
belly and saying “I 
can’t have any more 

food” and then “forc-
ing” myself to a sec-
ond helping.

I love watching 
football on Thanks-
giving. Even though 
my beloved Lions al-
ways seem to lose in 
their traditional Tur-
key Day tussle — es-
pecially during this 
winless season — I 
still tune in every year 
with hopeful eyes.

Speaking of the Li-
ons, one of my favor-
ite Thanksgiving Day 
memories was cover-
ing the annual game 
for Heritage Newspa-
pers in the early 2010s.

Detroit was play-
ing the Green Bay 
Packers. Besides the 
Lions, the Packers are 
my favorite team. I 
can’t even adequately 
describe how excited 
I was to be attending 
the nationally tele-
vised NFL contest and 
covering the game as a 
member of the press.

The day of the 
game certainly didn’t 
start out well.

My fellow sports 
writing colleague Dave 
Merchant and I were 
both assigned to cover 
the game for Heritage 
Newspapers. There 
were a couple guys 
from our local cov-
erage area who were 
playing for the Packers 
and it was our job to 
cover the contest and 
interview both players 
post game in the lock-
er room.

I picked Dave up 
a couple hours before 
kickoff. We traveled 
up from Downriver 
(Detroit’s southern 
suburbs) and made 

our way downtown 
and instantly got stuck 
in a massive Thanks-
giving Day traffic jam. 
We needed to get press 
passes at the Will Call 
booth at Ford Field so 
that we could park in 
a designated area and 
take a shuttle to the 
stadium. We needed 
to be at the designat-
ed area at a certain 
time and because of 
the stand still traffic 
jam, we were run-
ning late. We could 
see Ford Field — we 
just couldn’t get there. 
With time getting 
tight, Dave decided to 
jump out of my SUV 
and like Barry Sand-
ers run and weave his 
way around multiple 
traffic-jam-stalled ve-
hicles all the way to 
Ford Field far in the 
distance.

Thinking back, we 
had no plan. I was just 
going to drive around 
in the slow traffic jam 
and hopefully find 
Dave in the now swell-
ing mass of people 
and vehicles near Ford 
Field after he got our 
shuttle passes from 
Will Call.

As I got close to 
Ford Field and was 
about to be swept 
away with the traffic, I 
strained my eyes look-
ing for Dave in the 
crowd of people walk-
ing toward the stadi-
um. Then, in a scene 
straight out of “Char-
iots of Fire,” I saw 
Dave emerge from the 
crowd, shuttle passes 
in hand, jogging at a 
quick pace, toward my 
barely moving vehicle. 
We met eyes. I swear 

I heard the “Chariots 
of Fire” movie theme 
song in the distance 
as he neared my SUV. 
I threw open my pas-
senger door and he 
jumped in. In a mo-
ment of providence, as 
soon as Dave hopped 
in my vehicle, traffic 
eased up and I was able 
to “Steve McQueen” 
my way through the 
downtown Detroit 
streets to our desig-
nated parking garage 
and our waiting shut-
tle.

The rest of the day 
went pretty smooth-
ly. The shuttle got us 
to Ford Field with no 
trouble dropping us 
off near the stadium’s 
press entrance. With 

official press passes in 
hand, we got through 
each checkpoint and 
security area before 
taking the stadium el-
evator to the top level 
of Ford Field and the 
press box area.

It was fun hob-
nobbing and rubbing 
shoulders with local 
and national sport 
writers and TV per-
sonalities in the large 
press box area. It was 
cool having a pre-
game Thanksgiving 
meal with everyone 
and sitting at a table 
and talking shop with 
people I had either 
watched on TV or 
read in the local news-
papers for years.

The game went as 

everyone predicted 
with a Lions blowout 
loss to the Packers. Af-
ter covering the game, 
Dave and I took the 
elevator down to the 
locker room area of 
Ford Field. We wait-
ed with other sports 
writers, reporters and 
TV crews to enter the 
Packers locker room. 
After a few minutes, 
the locker room door 
flung open and the 
press was allowed in. It 
was pretty cool walk-
ing by quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers as he 
was being interviewed 
by a mob of reporters 
at his locker. I remem-
ber linebacker Clay 
Matthews also nearby 
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being swamped by the 
press at his locker.

Dave found his in-
terviewee, defensive 
tackle Cullen Jenkins 
(Belleville, CMU) and 
proceeded to get down 
to business asking his 
questions. As Dave 
conducted his inter-
view, I surveyed the 
crowded and noisy 
locker room looking 
for my “target” — 
rookie offensive guard 
T.J. Lang (Birmingham 
Brother Rice, EMU). I 
finally found him in a 
far corner of the room. 
He was quietly taking 
off his shoulder pads. 
No one was around 

ON THE SIDELINE:
TRAFFIC JAMS, PRESS PASSES, 
NFL GAMES AND THANKSGIVING

 ➢ continued from page 9 him. I introduced my-
self and started my 
interview. He was so 
laid back and friendly. 
Just a young guy, and 
recent EMU graduate, 
living his dream of 
playing in the NFL. By 
the end of our inter-
view, I glanced over my 
shoulder and noticed 
multiple other sports 
writers and reporters 
now standing behind 
me taking notes and 
reaching their tape re-
corders closer to hear 
Lang’s answers to my 
questions. Of course, 
Lang would go on to 
become an All-Pro 
guard and longtime 
fixture on the Green 

Bay offensive line and 
later end his stellar 
career with his home 
state Lions. I always 
joke to myself that I 
was probably his first 
interview as an NFL 
player.

After our inter-
views were over, Dave 
and I headed out of the 
stadium to the wait-
ing shuttle. Later that 
night, we would write 
our stories.

It was a Thanks-
giving Day I’ll never 
forget.

Hope everyone 
had a Happy Thanks-
giving.

Now pass me some 
pumpkin pie...

Andi Evers
Hockey

University of Michigan-Dearborn
Mom:  Jackie Evers

Friday November 
26 the undefeated Chel-
sea Bulldogs claimed 
their first State Cham-
pionship by defeat-
ing Unity Christian in 
historic fashion.  The 
Bulldogs trailed by 14 
entering the 4th quar-
ter and gave up a 35 
yard touchdown run 
by Cameron Chandler 
giving Unity Christian 
what seemed to be an 
insurmountable lead.  

BULLDOGS WIN FIRST 
STATE TITLE!

But as Lee Corso would 
say “Not so fast my 
friend”.   Chelsea came 
storming back with 3 
straight touchdown 
passes from Lucas 
Dunn to Lucas Hanifan.  
The last one tied the 
game with 1:20 left on 
the clock.  Chelsea’s de-
fense would then force 
a fumble which would 
lead to the climax of the 
dramatic come back as 
Hunter Shaw kicked a 
33 yard field goal to win 
the Division 4 State Ti-
tle 55-52.  Lucas Dunn 

passed for 308 yards and 
6 touchdowns.  Lucus 
Hanifan had 9 catch-
es for 139 yards and 
5 touchdowns.  Tren-
ton Hill rushed for 150 
yards on 33 carries and 
a touchdown.  Overall 
this was a great offen-
sive performance with 
a defense that stood up 
and created multiple 
turnovers in the 4th 
quarter to get the ball 
back for the offense.  
Congratulations Bull-
dogs!  State Champs has 
a nice ring to it.

By Tom Hamilton 
tomchelseaguardian@gmail.com

 ➢ continued from page 1
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When:
Friday, December 3

Two Shows: 6:30 pm and 7:00 pm

Where:
Palmer Commons

Start your Christmas season out with inspiration! Come
experience the peace and beauty of the live Nativity scene,

Christmas carols sung by the choir, and real animals.
This is a non-denominational event and there is no charge.

Handicap accessible.
For questions relating to the event, please contact Deanna 

Robbins at 734-645-5500 or deanna@gateway-restoration.com
Follow the event on Facebook at Chelsea’s Live Nativity

Open Invite to Chelsea’s 
Live Nativity

O’ Come Let Us Adore Him
. . .Bundle Up Your Children, Friends, 
and Family And Come Listen to the 

Greatest Story Ever Told
By: Laura Perkins, 
Laura Perkins 
Animal Behavior, 
Chelsea

Today I want to 
spend some time 
talking about one of 
my favorite canine fea-
tures - tails!    Watch-
ing your dog’s tail can 
give you so much in-
formation about how 
they might be feeling.  

The first step in 
understanding your 
dog’s tail movements 
is to know what your 
dog’s tail looks like 
when they are re-
laxed and chill.    My 
two dogs naturally 
carry their tails dif-
ferently when they 
are just hanging in 
the house.    Dan typi-
cally carries his tail 
up a bit with a slight 
curve.    Doug carries 
his tail straight down 
and loose.    Over the 
next day or so, notice 
your dog’s tail shape 
and how she carries it 
when she is just calm-
ly moving around the 
room.  

One of the most 
well-known canine 
body language move-

When a Wag isn’t Happy

Jet, anticipating a ball 
throw.

ments is the tucked 
tail.  If your dog’s tail is 
tucked up tight so that 
it is almost touching 
their belly, this is an 
indicator that they are 
very worried.    Some 
dogs will tuck their 
tail more tightly than 
others.    Dan doesn’t 
really tuck his tail, 
but he does drop it 
much lower than 
normal.    Along with 
the tucked tail, you 
will usually observe 
stiffness in your dog’s 
tail.    In these situa-
tions, the best way to 
help your dog is to 
make the scary thing 
stop for them.  If you 
can’t do that, reassure 
them, let them have a 
cozy place to hide, and 
offer yummy goodies.  

Another time to 
really work at ob-
serving your dog’s 
tail is when they are 
playing or patrolling 
their yard.    Each 
morning, Doug and 
Dan go out and sur-
vey the perimeter of 
our yard.  During this 
time, they carry their 
tails high.    Doug’s 
tail curves and Dan’s 
tail curls more than 
normal.    They might 
swish their tails 
a bit as they sniff 
things.   When we are 
getting ready to play 
they also have their 
tails up above their 
backs.    They swish 
them in anticipation 
of a ball or stick being 

thrown.    Some dogs 
may stiffen their tails 
just before you throw 
the item.  In this case, 
they are getting ready 
to chase!  All of these 
tail movements sug-
gest that your pup is 
happy and alert.   The 
swishy-er their tail is, 
the more playful they 
are feeling.  

Now let’s talk 
about wagging 
tails.    Wagging tails 
can sometimes mean 
that your dog is hap-
py.    But there are 
times where a wag-
ging tail may suggest 
that your dog is a bit 
nervous or feeling de-
fensive.    There are a 
couple of key things 
to look for in deter-
mining which of these 
is in play:

Stiff, rigid wag-
ging or slow wagging 
indicates nervous-
ness.    Swishy, loose 
wagging, fast wagging 
and wiggly wagging 
indicate playfulness 
or happiness.    Your 
dog’s tail may be up 
high in either situa-
tion - if it’s high and 
wagging fast and loose 
they are likely feeling 
good.   If it’s high and 
wagging slowly with 
smaller movements 
they may be more ap-
prehensive.    If your 
dog’s tail is high as 
they are approaching 
something/someone, 
observe carefully.    If 
you aren’t sure wheth-

er they are comfort-
able or not, the best 
thing you can do is to 
guide them in anoth-
er direction and give 
plenty of space from 
the thing/person.  

Over the next 

few days or weeks, 
I encourage you to 
observe your dog’s 
tail.   I bet you’ll learn 
something new about 
your dog’s preferenc-
es!    And if you’d like 
to learn more about 

canine body language 
a great resource is 
the book Doggy Lan-
guage by Lili Chin. 
It’s full of excellent il-
lustrations and covers 
dog body language 
from head to toe. 
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Summary
Incident #: 21-2214

Location: 100 block of Orchard Street

Date: November 23, 2021

Time: 2:01 pm

INFORMATION: 
While at the police sta-
tion an officer took a 
telephone complaint 
regarding a debit card 
fraud that had just 
been discovered on a 
business account. The 
complainant stated that 
while reviewing the re-
cent bank statements 
she noticed several re-
cent transactions that 

appeared out of the or-
dinary with the normal 
course of spending. The 
majority of the pur-
chases were made to an 
online Crypto currency 
broker. At the time of 
the report there was no 
information on a po-
tential suspect or where 
the transactions had 
taken place.

By: Kitty Golding 
Have you ever 

visited the Earhart 
Mansion now part of 
Concordia College’s 
campus in Ann Arbor?

Once an historic 
400-acre dairy farm 
on Geddes Road along 
the Huron River, the 
property, known as 
“the Meadows,” was 
purchased by oil ty-
coon Harry Boyd 
(H.B.) Earhart and his 
wife Carrie in 1916. 
They moved their 
family of four children 
to Ann Arbor to enjoy 
the “small town living” 
that the communi-
ty offered at the time. 
They lived in the origi-
nal home on the prop-
erty until they decided 
to build a new home 
on the land, complet-
ed in 1936. Much of 
it remains intact to-
day, including decora-
tive plaster, hardware, 
crystal chandeliers, 
Pewabic tiles and 
more. We had the 
privilege of decorating 
Mr. Earhart’s mahog-
any paneled study for 
“A Manor Christmas” 
in 2018. 

You could almost 
smell the George 
Washington Tobac-
co that H.B. Earhart 
used to smoke after 
we transformed the 
now ordinary meet-
ing room, back to a 
very masculine en-
vironment rich with 
a palate of green and 
chocolate-burgundy 
grounded with plaid 
and leather. The an-
tique brass sconces, 
original to the room 
were ornamented 
with pheasant feath-
ers, pinecones and 
greenery. Merkel’s 
was invited to help us 

INTERIOR DESIGN MATTERS 
The Inside Story

and furnished a few 
outstanding pieces 
as well as the gentle-
man’s mirror. To cre-
ate the cozy window 
seat, we designed cus-
tom trimmed pillows 
and a long plaid cush-
ion.   The inspiration 
for the design of this 
room started with the 
fact that it still proudly 
displayed a whole lot 
of handsomely aged 
wood.   We built up 
from there, adding 
layers with furniture, 
accessories and fab-
rics.  Our trees were 
adorned with coppery 
ribbon, feathers, seed 
pods, small birch bun-
dles, and various or-

naments in coppers, 
blues, golds, silvers 
and currant.  One of 
my favorite details of 
this space is the se-
cret panel door that 
covers a set of hid-
den steps leading to 
the basement billiards 
room.  Mr. Earhart  
entertained the men 

in these rooms while 
the women would re-
tire to  the living room 
or the ballroom.   We 
had a lot of fun de-
signing this room 
for the weekend long 
Christmas event and  
hope that Mr. Earhart 
would have approved 
of our choices and en-
joyed entertaining his 
guests in this timeless 
room.  

More can be found 
about the manor in 
this online article 
https://aadl.org/aaob-
server/18380

Photographer: Dwight Burdette  The Earhart 
Manor

Interior Photos by Angela Brown 
Photography

The secret panel door


