
 Volume 4  Issue 51

Phone: 734-636-6577
Fax: 888-355-0629

Hamilton
Publishing

facebook.com/ChelseaGuardianguardiannewspapersmi.com

December 31,
2021    

facebook.com/DexterGuardian

www.guardiannewspapersmi.com/dexter-guardian

See pages 6 & 7 for 
Dexter GuardianDexter Guardian

News

Story and more photos on page 9. Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski.

Withington’s Opens 
in Chelsea

Four Chelsea or-
ganizations are coop-
erating to provide a 
range of activities this 
year to commemorate 
and honor Dr. Mar-

Activities Planned for 
2022 MLK Jr. Day in 

Chelsea
tin Luther King Jr. on 
his birthday, a national 
holiday.  It is celebrated 
on Jan. 17 this year.

The First United 
Methodist Church will 
offer a multi-cultur-
al concert on Jan 16 at 
4.30pm.   The Chelsea 
District Library will 
feature a showing of the 
film The Butler on Jan 
17 at 5.30pm with a dis-
cussion after.  The Hu-
man Rights Commis-
sion will have a speaker 
and presentation that 
same week.  More de-
tails on these events 
will come in January.   
One World One Fami-
ly will again sponsor a 
collection followed by a 
Day of Service and So-
cial Action on Jan 17, 
the MLK Jr. Day hol-
iday.  Chelsea School 
District does not have 
classes that day.

From Jan 3 to Jan 
17, please consider do-
nating new school and 

art supplies for refugee 
families.  Area reset-
tlement agencies have 
said they never get 
enough of these.  Sug-
gested items are listed 
at http://www.owof-
chelsea.org and an Am-
azon wish list is here.   
Drop off locations in-
clude Chelsea District 
Library, First United 
Methodist Church lob-
by, the Chelsea Senior 
Center and the Cham-
ber of Commerce.  Fi-
nancial donations are 
also welcome.  Details 
are at www.owofchel-
sea.org.

On January 17, the 
MLK Jr. Day holiday, 
families and youth are 
invited to gather from 
10am to 3pm at the 
Chelsea Depot to work 
on projects to reach out 
in a personal way to of-
fer welcome to refugee 
families.  Projects in-
clude friendship brace-
lets, hand drawn cards, 

and even tie-dye socks.  
Youth may bring a pair 
of their own to do too.  
The art and school sup-
plies kits will be assem-
bled and all the items 
delivered to families 
through Jewish Family 
Services and Washten-
aw Refugee Welcome.  
Chelsea Depot Assn is a 
co-sponsor of the event.  
It will be a fun time that 
will make a difference 
for new families to the 
area.  Student and adult 
volunteers will staff the 
craft tables.  To vol-
unteer, please contact 
owofchelsea@gmail.
com.   Masks will be 
required and social dis-
tancing in place.  

For further infor-
mation contact:

Joanne Ladio, jla-
dio21@comcast .net 
734-748-3564 

Or Sudha Meyers,  
sudha.m.bhat@gmail.
com 
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Obituaries 
Jan Kathleen Nelson

Age 69, passed away 
on Friday, December 
10, 2021 at the Univer-
sity of Michigan hospi-
tal after a short battle 
with Cholangiocarcino-
ma (bile duct cancer.) 
She has embarked on a 
new adventure; one that 
is free of any additional 
pain and suffering. She 
was born on December 
1, 1952, in Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan, the daughter 
of Richard Keith and 
Barbara Arlene (Mast) 
Nelson.

Jan graduated from 
East Grand Rapids 
High School in 1970. 
She earned her Bach-
elor's Degree in psy-
chology from Mich-
igan State University 
and was working on a 
Master's Degree from 
Central Michigan Uni-
versity. Jan worked as 
a Probation Officer for 
several years before be-
coming a supervisor of 
the Washtenaw County 
Probation Department. 
She spent a few years 
working in Lincoln Park 
towards the end of her 
career but the majority 
of her time was spent 
in Ann Arbor. After 
retirement, she picked 
up a job as a teaching 
assistant for a special 
needs child. She always 
believed in doing good 
for others.

Jan loved to trav-
el and shared that love 
with her daughter. The 
two of them took mul-
tiple trips, both do-
mestically and interna-
tionally, together over 
the years. She believed 

there was so much more 
to life than the confines 
of your hometown and 
that you should get 
out there and experi-
ence the beauty of the 
world. If she wasn't on 
a trip, she was likely in 
the process of planning 
one. Outside of travel, 
Jan loved adventure, 
boat rides, volunteering 
at the Ark, being in the 
Ann Arbor Ski Club, 
animals (especially her 
cats,) crossword puz-
zles, music and theater, 
being a member of the 
Las Tortugas Pirates, 
reading, snorkeling, 
kayaking, playing her 
clarinet in the Washt-
enaw County Commu-
nity Band and the Ann 
Arbor Town Band, en-
joying time up north 
on Lake Margrethe, 
and spending time with 
her family and friends. 
When she was younger, 
she was on the Ski Pa-
trol, even while she was 
pregnant.  For a hand-
ful of years, Jan assisted 
with the Miss Washten-
aw County Pageant. Jan 
loved to be busy and 
live life to the fullest.

Jan was a phenom-
enal Mother. She raised 
her daughter primari-
ly on her own and was 
always supporting and 
encouraging her to go 
after her dreams. She 
was her daughter's big-
gest cheerleader. It was 
very evident how much 
she loved her one and 
only child. Jan also 
loved being a Grandma 
and absolutely adored 
her granddaughter, El-

eanor (3). Her daugh-
ter Erin remembers her 
Mom as a kind, strong, 
independent, silly, ad-
venturous, free spirited, 
fun, and beautiful hu-
man being. She loved 
that her Mom always 
stood up for what she 
believed in. She wasn't 
afraid to face the tough 
stuff in life and she nev-
er sweated the small 
stuff. She and her Mom 
were best friends. Erin 
also admired the brav-
ery her Mom showed 
throughout her battle 
with cancer. From the 
get-go, her Mom was 
ready to fight and she 
just did what she had 
to do. She now sees her 
Mom as her hero.

Jan had many hopes 
and dreams for the fu-
ture. She had tickets to 
various shows, multiple 
trips planned, home 
renovation projects she 
was excited to com-
plete, and was looking 
forward to attending 
her 50th high school 
reunion that was post-
poned two years due to 
COVID. She was also 
excited to watch her 
granddaughter grow 
up.

Jan is survived 
by her daughter, Erin 
(Nelson) Pratt of Ann 
Arbor; her son-in-
law, Daniel Pratt; her 
granddaughter, Eleanor 
“JoJo” Pratt,  her broth-
er, Jon Nelson of Satel-
lite Beach, Florida; and 
several extended family 
members. She was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents.

A Celebration of 
Life will be held next 
summer as one of Jan's 
wishes after her diag-
nosis was for "just one 
more summer." Memo-
rial contributions may 
be made to the Chol-
angiocarcinoma Foun-
dation (www.cholan-
giocarcinoma.org) or 
to Eleanor’s Education 
Fund (www.ugifts529.
com Code: M6P-83Q) 
Arrangements were en-
trusted to Cole Funeral 
Chapel in Chelsea.

Obituaries 
Rodger D. Sager

Rodger D. Sager 
of Chelsea, Mich-
igan. Age 77, died 
Saturday, December 
25, 2021 at St. Joseph 
Mercy Hospital in 
Chelsea. He was born 
February 6, 1944 in 
Allegan, Michigan, 
the son of Harold 
J. & Florence Erma 
(Friend) Sager.

   Rodger was a 
1962 graduate of 
Grand Haven High 
School. He then 
went on to Muskeg-

on Community Col-
lege, the University of 
Michigan, and final-
ly Eastern Michigan 
University, where he 
received his Mas-
ters degree. Rodger 
taught in the Ypsilan-
ti School District, and 
in the autistic pro-
gram in Garden City 
Schools, retiring in 
2004. He was a hunt-
er and fisherman, and 
enjoyed going to their 
condo in Oscoda, MI. 
Rodger came to know 

the Lord in 1983, and 
his faith was very im-
portant to him. He 
sang in the choir and 
taught Sunday School 
in several different 
churches. Rodger en-
joyed spending time 
with his family, es-
pecially his kids and 
grandkids.

On June 20, 1970, 
Rodger married Eu-
genia “Geanie” Fed-
erici, and she survives. 
He is also survived by 
two daughters, An-
gela (Bobby) Pratt of 
Spring Arbor, Eliza-
beth Searl of Chelsea; 
three grandsons, Mi-
cah Pratt, Dominic 
Searl, Jesse Pratt; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his 
parents, and his sister, 
Fern Gray.

Private services 
are being planned. 
Burial will take place 
at Oak Grove East 
Cemetery, Chelsea. 
Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
Big Blast Ministries, 
8070 Beechwood 
Blvd, Dexter MI 
48130, or the Amer-
ican Heart Associa-
tion. Arrangements 
by Cole Funeral 
Chapel, Chelsea.

Stressless® Mayfair 
shown in Paloma Vanilla

® Mary 

$400 OFF STRESSLESS
When you donate $50 or more to Food Gatherers

*Conditions apply, see store for details.

GET UP TO

Ends January 17, 2022

Together with Merkel Furniture, let's extend the 
season of giving.  Through January 17th, donate $50 

or more to Food Gatherers through Merkel, and 
save up to $400 on Stressless seating.

merkelfurniture.com
2 0 5  S  M a i n  S t ,  C h e l s e a ,  M I
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Savings in
Chelsea

From: Bobby 
Maldonado

St. Joseph Mer-

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Names 
Sarah Wilczynski Program 

Coordinator for Mental Health 
Awareness and Training Grant

cy Chelsea announced 
the hiring of Sarah 
Wilczynski as the pro-
gram coordinator for 
the $625,000 Men-
tal Health Awareness 
and Training (MHAT) 
Grant received in Sep-
tember 2021. 

“I cannot express 
how excited I am to 
begin working on the 
program this grant sup-
ports,” said Wilczyns-
ki.   “I have worked for 
St. Joe’s Chelsea for a 
number of years and 
cannot wait to contin-
ue with the hospital in 
this new role, bring-
ing important mental 
health training and re-
sources to the commu-
nities we serve.”

For the past two 
and a half years, Wil-
czynski has been a 
special projects co-
ordinator at St. Joe's 
Chelsea working with 
SRSLY to promote sub-
stance use prevention 
in Chelsea, Dexter, 
Manchester and Stock-
bridge.   In the new 
MHAT role, Wilczyns-
ki will be responsible 
for helping implement 

evidence-based men-
tal health awareness 
trainings,  supporting 
youth in developing 
a stigma reduction 
campaign,  identifying 
resources and support 
available for mental 
health, and working 
with community orga-
nizations to establish 
referral mechanisms 
to link youth to men-
tal health services.   
These efforts will fo-
cus on the communi-
ties served by St. Joe’s 
Chelsea, including 
Chelsea, Dexter, Grass 
Lake, Manchester and 
Stockbridge.

"We are extremely 
pleased to be able to 
offer these programs 
to the community,” 
said Reiley Curran, 
manager of Commu-
nity Health Improve-
ment at St. Joe's Chel-

sea.  “We are excited to 
have Sarah contribute 
in this new capacity.   
Her work with SRSLY 
over the past two and a 
half years has demon-
strated her passion and 
commitment to im-
proving mental health 
for youth."

Wilczynski holds 
a master’s in public 
health and bachelor’s 
in health communica-
tion from Grand Valley 
State University.   She 

enjoys volunteering in 
the surrounding com-
munities, is a member 
of the Rotary Club of 
Dexter, and wants to 
spend her career work-
ing to create happy, 
healthy communities. 

For more informa-
tion about the MHAT 
grant please visit  St. 
Joe's website  or con-
tact Sarah Wilczynski 
at  sarah.schmidt@st-
joeshealth.org.



Page 5Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian December 31, 2021    

If you are a teach-
er or staff member 
of school districts 
in Chelsea, Dexter, 
Grass Lake, Manches-
ter, or Stockbridge, 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation (5HF) wants 
you to know how 
much you are appre-
ciated.

As a token of our 
collective gratitude, 
5HF announced last 

5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation Opens its 

Wellness Centers to local 
School District Staff 

week that all school 
district staff mem-
bers will receive five 
free visits to any of 
its wellness centers 
in Chelsea, Dexter, 
Manchester or Stock-
bridge to be used be-
tween December 20, 
2021 and January 31, 
2022. Employees only 
need to present their 
employee identifica-
tion at any location 
and receive a punch 
card for the remain-
ing visits. Participat-
ing wellness centers 
include (please check 
for hours of opera-
tion):

• Chelsea Well-

ness Center, 14800 
East Old US 12, Chel-
sea

• Dexter Wellness 
Center, 2810 Baker 
Road, Dexter

• M a n c h e s t e r 
Wellness Center, 710 
East Main Street, 
Manchester

• S t o c k b r i d g e 
Wellness Center, 5116 
South M-106, Stock-
bridge

Says Steve Pet-
ty, 5HF CEO, “Our 
partnership with the 
schools helps us to 
reach so many fam-
ilies and children in 
the region with well-
ness programs. We 

especially acknowl-
edge that school staff 
members, who have 
demonstrated their 
tremendous resil-
ience during another 
challenging school 
year, need down time 
to focus on their own 
physical and emo-
tional well-being. 
Using the wellness 
centers as a place to 
move more, or access 
additional programs 
like strength training, 
gentle yoga or a spin-
ning class, can be just 
what a person needs 
to relax and restore 
during the holiday 
period.”

School districts 
were notified before 
the Thanksgiving 
break that the bene-
fit will take place in 
December. “We think 
the process we have 
created will make it 
easy to use our well-
ness centers,” says 
Cindy Cope, well-
ness center director. 
“We hope that every 
school staff member 
will take this oppor-
tunity to see what the 
wellness centers are 
all about!” 

“More than any-
thing,” says Petty, “we 
want our teachers and 
support staff mem-

bers to know just how 
much we respect and 
appreciate their dedi-
cation to our children 
and their vital contri-
butions to our com-
munity.”

 If you are a school 
district staff member 
and have questions, 
contact the Chelsea 
Wellness Center at 
734-214-0220 for de-
tails.

For more infor-
mation, contact Matt 
Pegouskie or Lori 
Kintz, at 734-433-
4599.



Page 6Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian December 31, 2021    

facebook.com/DexterGuardianwww.guardiannewspapersmi.com/dexter-guardian



Page 7Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian December 31, 2021    

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The meeting be-
gan with the Approv-
al of the Minutes. 1. 
Regular City Council 
Meeting – December 
13, 2021.  

Meeting minutes 
were approved with 
one addition. 

Approval of Agen-
da;  The agenda was 
approved 

Declaration of 
Conflicts of Interest. 
Zach will not partic-
ipate in the consent 
agenda because his 
employer is involved. 

C o m m u n i c a -
tions;: 

1. Upcoming 
Meeting List on page 
11 of the packet.  No 
Comments or Ques-
tions.

Dexter City Council Meeting December 27
REPORT:
1. Public Ser-

vices Superintendent 
– Dan Schlaff.  Wa 
asked about the ice 
rink.  Citizens can 
call city offices about 
the ice rink.  The city 
will send out email 
updates and post on 
Facebook when it 
opens. Water break 
on Thursday that Dan 
updated the council 
on. 

2. Community 
Development Manag-
er – Michelle Aniol;  
The report is in the 
packet.  Jamie asked 
about the  hourly rate 
six thousand dollars 
would get the city. 
The assistant manag-
er starts on Jan 4th. 

W a s h t e n a w 
County Sheriff; There 

is a report in the 
packet. No comments 
or questions on it. 

City Manager Re-
port – Justin Breyer.  
Ice rink is up, waiting 
for it to freeze and 
that’s about it from 
Justin.  The mayor 
wanted to know how 
long the holiday stuff 
typically stays up.  
Usually to mid Feb-
ruary

Mayor Report 
– Shawn Keough. 
Happy New Year. 
No questions on the 
mayor's report. 

Council Member 
Reports: 

a. Council Mem-
ber Griffin spoke 
about and encour-
aged a city-wide sur-
vey.  She offered to 
provide much of the 

work on the survey. 
The mayor suggested 
that questions should 
be added to the goal 
setting workshops. 

Consent Agenda:
1. Consideration 

of: Bills & Payroll 
in the amount of: 
$276,948.66. 

Consideration of: 
Proposal from Carl-
isle-Wortman Asso-
ciates for Community 
Development Depart-
ment Staffing Assis-
tance for an Amount 
not to Exceed $6,000.  
The consent agenda 
was approved. 

Council Com-
ments; Donna wished 
everyone a happy 
New Year.  Paul said 
the same and is hop-
ing next year  is bet-
ter.  Zach asked if 

after the New Year if  
people can participate 
remotely. Council can 
if in military service.  
But the public will be 
able to continue to 
be  remote. Zach was 
disappointed  that the 
fire station was not 
discussed.  Sanam did 
not feel that her in-
tent about her agenda 
item was represented 
accurately.  Sanam 
wanted to remind ev-
eryone that she was 
born in a country that 
does not have any 1st 
amendment rights.  
She became a citizen 
as an adult and she 
swore her allegiance 
to this constitution. 
She does not believe 
having a disclaimer 
on a survey that says, 
“this is me,” or “this is 

the council,” is an in-
fringement on those 
rights.   She wants  
to have the language 
of a disclaimer easi-
er for the council. A 
simple cut and paste 
option so the coun-
cil can clarify if he or 
she is speaking for the 
council as a whole or 
for themselves.   Sa-
nam feels misrepre-
sented. Sanam has the 
right to give feedback 
to her representatives 
on the council.  She 
strongly believes in 
the First amendment. 
Jamie stands behind 
everything she’s writ-
ten or said. 

The meeting ad-
journed.
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 ➢ continued from page 1

We are starting 
a new fundraising 
campaign to keep 
ahead of the march of 
time with repairs to 
the CAHS Museum

The Chelsea Area Historical Society is pleased 
to announce the CAHS Building Legacy Fund

• We have set an 
initial goal of $20,000 
so that 2022 will see 
a needed full paint-
ing of the exterior, a 
handful of exterior 

repairs, and a new 
hot water heater

• We’ll continue 
to maintain and build 
this fund for future 
repairs such as the 

eventual need for a 
new furnace and new 
roofing in the years to 
come

• At the “Donate” 
section of our website 

(chelseahistory.org) 
you can choose be-
tween a General Do-
nation or a Building 
Legacy Donation

• Since CAHS is a 

501c3, all donations 
qualify as tax-deduc-
ible.

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

I had the opportu-
nity to visit Chelsea’s 
newest business this 
week.  I stopped into 
Withington’s, located 
on Main Street just 
before Agricole Fresh 
Food Mart.   I was im-
mediately struck by 
the beauty of the store.  
It sells primarily wine 
and beer.  But rath-
er than ugly buzzing 
fluorescent lights and 
standard industrial 
tile floors, it felt like 
stepping inside an art 
gallery.  Jay, the own-
er, immediately wel-
comed me inside.   

Upon entering, 
I was drawn to the 
shop. I was distracted 
by the bottles lining 

Withington’s Opens in Chelsea

the shelves. I took the 
opportunity to grab 
a hostess gift  and an-
other gift on my list. 
The owner Jay was 
extremely helpful and 
patient with my wine 
ignorance.  I explained 
the hostess was a red 
wine drinker.  He 
showed me several 
from different regions 
and  started to tell me 
about  the grapes.  He 
was trying to help me 
look like I knew more 
about wine than the 
pink Boones we used 
to pool our change to 
buy in college. I saw 
a bottle of red with 
an owl on the label.  I 
shouted “ohh an owl, “ 
and pointed, startling 
and interrupting Jay 
Friend as he spoke. He 
pulled the bottle down 

for me and I laughed 
as I shook my head 
that he’s trying to pro-
vide an education and 
I pick based on the 
picture on the label.  
Jay encouraged it and 
explained it’s a good 
way to learn what I 
like and I don’t.  “Yeah, 
“ I said to my wine 
snob friend, silent-
ly.   I don’t know the 
difference between a 
decent table wine  or a 
treasure, but I’m fairly 
certain Jay helped me 
find something that 
makes me appear to 
have more knowledge 
and better taste than I 
do.    If you don’t know 
much about wine and 
need help selecting a 
nice bottle, visit With-
ington’s.  Jay will help 
you choose and won’t 

make you feel stupid 
for not knowing much. 
I paid for my purchase 
and attempted to focus 
and work. 

I learned about 
Withington’s through 
a Facebook post by 
Jay’s wife, Katy.  I no-
ticed that Katy had 
attended a university 
out of state, so I was 
curious if Jay and Katy 
were from Michigan.  
Katy is originally from 
Grand Rapids and Jay 
has lived in Marquette, 
Birmingham, and Ann 
Arbor.  Three years ago, 
they moved to Chel-
sea.  Jay has worked 
nearly twenty years 
for a beer and wine 
distributor.  When he 
saw the space become 
available, he wanted to 
follow his dream and 

open his own business.  
The decor of the shop 
is family inspired.  Jay’s 
father is an artist.  He’s 
done a few shows but 
he paints mostly for 
joy.   Jay used his fa-
ther’s art to create the 
theme of the store and 
it turned out wonder-
fully.   Jay elaborated 
that he was raised in 
an artistic family.  The 
benefit of shopping at 
Withington’s is that 
Jay knows the prod-
ucts, he can speak to 
the grapes, the loca-
tion, and  Michigan 
happens to be a great 
craft beer state and he 
has some vendors that 
normally only come 
to Ann Arbor so he 
has a selection that is 
not easy to find in this 
area. No need to drive 

to find that specialty 
beer.    And, due to his 
background, anything 
made with a purpose 
and artfully done will 
grace the shelves, in-
cluding beautiful cof-
fee table books and cof-
fee beans. Withington’s 
is open Monday- Sat 
10-7pm and Sunday 
12-5pm.   The address 
is 112 N. Main St.   If 
you’re looking for a 
nice gift to bring to a 
holiday gathering but 
you are unfortunately 
ignorant like me, Jay 
is happy to help and 
won’t laugh at your in-
experience. For more 
information and to 
check out their prod-
ucts visit their website 
at: https://withing-
tons.mybigcommerce.
com/.
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From: Sally Amos-
O’Neal, Washtenaw 
County Community 
Mental Health 
(WCCMH)

On January 1, 
2022, Washtenaw 
County residents who 
want substance use 
treatment support 
can call a 24/7 hotline, 
734-544-3050, to re-
ceive an immediate 
screening, referral to 
a community-based 
provider, or guidance 
on how to get con-
nected to services.

The calls will be 
answered by licensed 
mental health and 
substance use profes-
sionals at Washtenaw 
County Community 
Mental Health (WC-
CMH).

“ W a s h t e n a w 
County Community 

24/7 hotline for Washtenaw County substance use 
treatment support starting January 1 

Washtenaw County residents will be able to call 
734-544-3050 for substance use treatment support

Mental Health, with 
its fully staffed 24/7 
access line, is best po-
sitioned to serve as 
the new access point,” 
says James Colaianne, 
the chief executive of-
ficer at Community 
Mental Health Part-
nership of Southeast 
Michigan (CMH-
PSM).

The switch aligns 
Washtenaw with the 
other regional coun-
ties overseen by the 
CMHPSM—Lenaw-
ee, Livingston, and 
Monroe—who all 
use their community 
mental health agen-
cy as the main access 
point for substance 
use disorder services.

“It’s important to 
note,” says Lisa Gentz, 
program administra-
tor for millage ser-

vices at WCCMH, 
“that WCCMH will 
not supplant the 
county’s core sub-
stance use treatment 
providers. They will 
connect callers with 
the region’s excep-
tional community 
based providers—in-
cluding Dawn Farm, 
Home of New Vision, 
and other providers 
in our network.”

“We expect this 
change to be a huge 
improvement for 
those seeking sub-
stance use treatment,” 
says Trish Cortes, di-
rector of WCCMH. 
“Substance use needs 
are mental and phys-
ical health needs. 
People who request 
this support need it as 
quickly as possible.”

CMHPSM and 

WCCMH believe that 
the new 24/7 screen-
ing process will sig-
nificantly speed time 
to treatment—and 
make it easier for res-
idents to access ser-
vices when they’re 
ready to take that 
step.

Before the pan-
demic, dozens of 
substance use treat-
ment providers and 
stakeholders were 
convened by the 
Washtenaw Health 
Initiative to discuss 
ways to improve the 
region’s substance use 
treatment system. A 
single point of entry 
access process, and a 
universal screening 
tool, were some of the 
main recommenda-
tions that came out 
of this substance use 
treatment systems 
improvement pro-
cess.

“I think Washt-
enaw County’s move 
to a single point of 
access is a big step in 
the right direction,” 
says Tim Shewcraft, 
peer recovery project 
coordinator at Mich-
igan Medicine. “I feel 
the population is best 
served by simplify-
ing the process for 
the many community 

providers attempting 
to provide patients 
with referrals to this 
much needed care.”

“As a harm reduc-
tion specialist work-
ing with this popula-
tion for over 20 years, 
many of these indi-
viduals are frustrated 
with access barriers 
to our care system,” 
says Lemont Gore, 
street outreach co-
ordinator at Unified: 
HIV Health and Be-
yond. “I’m confident 
and hopeful that sim-
plifying our access 
route, via [Washten-
aw County] Commu-
nity Mental Health, 
will enhance the pro-
cess for those seeking 
help and also encour-
age others to consider 
their options.”

The intake pro-
cess will also allow 
WCCMH to con-
tinue to collect data 
about substance use 
treatment needs and 
outcomes, such as 
time from assessment 
to treatment, as the 
WCCMH access sys-
tem is integrated with 
CMHPSM’s electron-
ic health record.

For substance 
use disorder emer-
gencies—such as an 
overdose or immi-

nent danger—people 
should continue to 
call 911 for immedi-
ate professional help.

For all other 
needs, the 24/7 access 
line will connect call-
ers to local, profes-
sional services. Res-
idents can also call 
the access line with a 
broad range of ques-
tions, including how 
to help loved ones and 
how to navigate the 
county’s substance 
use treatment system.

W a s h t e n a w 
County Community 
Mental Health

W a s h t e n a w 
County Community 
Mental Health  (WC-
CMH) promotes 
hope, recovery, resil-
ience, quality of life, 
and wellness by pro-
viding high quality, 
integrated services to 
eligible individuals. 
Thanks to the Pub-
lic Safety and Mental 
Health Preservation 
Millage, WCCMH 
expanded its services 
to all county residents 
regardless of insur-
ance, ability to pay, 
or crisis severity. For 
guidance on how to 
get connected to ser-
vices, call 734-544-
3050.


