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From: Virginia 
Krueger

For the eighth 
year running, Chel-
sea District Library 
(CDL) is partnering 
with neighboring li-

Join the 2023 Washtenaw Read! 

braries for Washtenaw 
Reads, a community 
initiative to promote 
reading and civic dis-
course through the 
shared experience of 
reading and discuss-

ing a common book. 
This year’s choice is 
Such a Fun Age by 
Kiley Reid. The Read 
runs throughout Jan-
uary and February 
with a special author 
appearance on Feb-
ruary 5. Participating 
libraries include Ann 
Arbor, Chelsea, Dex-
ter, Milan, Northfield 
Township, Saline, and 
Ypsilanti.

About the book: 
Alix Chamberlain is a 
woman who gets what 
she wants and has 
made a living with her 
confidence-driven 
brand, showing other 
women how to do the 
same. She is shocked 
when her babysitter, 
Emira Tucker, is con-
fronted while watch-
ing the Chamberlains’ 
toddler one night, 

walking the aisles of 
their local high-end 
supermarket. The 
store’s security guard, 
seeing a young black 
woman out late with 
a white child, accuses 
Emira of kidnapping 
two-year-old Briar. A 
small crowd gathers, 
a bystander films ev-
erything, and Emira 
is furious and humil-
iated. Alix resolves to 

make things right.
But Emira her-

self is aimless, broke, 
and wary of Alix’s de-
sire to help. At twen-
ty-five, she is about to 
lose her health insur-
ance and has no idea 
what to do with her 
life. When the vid-
eo of Emira unearths 
someone from Alix’s 
past, both women 

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Pictured is Tasha Lynn owner of Fishville 
Farms, with Chelsea Area Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director Terris Ahrens 
at her ribbon cutting for her business. Photos 

courtesy of Tasha Lynn

This past fall, I start-
ed noticing craft shows 
hosted by Fishville 
Farms at the Chelsea 
Fairgrounds.  I  started 
getting curious about  
Fishville Farms Events.  
I had the opportunity to 
speak with Tasha Lynn, 
the owner of Fishville 
Farms about her busi-
ness. 

Tasha started Fish-
ville Farms with the 
idea that she would 
provide local small 
business owners with 
a safe place to sell their 
goods.  Her plan was to 
organize and host craft 
fairs.  But as she built 

Local Business Owner 
Operates from a Place of 

Compassion
the business, her plans 
evolved with the needs 
of the business owners 
with which she works.   
Tasha began organizing 
and planning craft fairs 
at malls in  Michigan.  
But after a scary expe-
rience for venders and 
shoppers, she set out to 
find a safe community 
in which to host events.  
Chelsea Fairgrounds 
met her needs.  The 
community of Chelsea 
has been incredibly sup-
portive.  The  evolution 
of the business came 
though business own-
ers needing help.   Ta-
sha explains that some 
of her vendors are un-
 continued on page 4

From: Susan Morrel-
Samuels

The Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation of 
the Community Foun-

Chelsea Area Players 
Receives Grant from Chelsea 
Community Foundation for 

“The Only Man in Town”

dation for Southeast 
Michigan has award-
ed a grant of $5,000 
to The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company for 

support of the Chelsea 
Area Players produc-
tion of “The Only Man 
in Town”, an original 
musical by Jason Eys-
ter. The show will pre-
mier June 9-11 at the 
Chelsea High School. 
Tickets will go on sale 
early in 2023. For more 
information, visit chel-
seaareaplayers.org

“The Only Man in 
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Connor McKen-
zie of Chelsea, a Trine 
University student, 
earned Dean's List 
recognition for the 
Fall 2022 term.

McKenzie is ma-
joring in Exercise Sci-
ence-Pre Phys Thera-
py 3+3.

To earn Dean's 
List honors, Trine 
University students 
must complete a min-
imum of 12 hours and 
have a grade point av-
erage of 3.500-3.749.

Join the conversa-
tion, #TrineU.

Trine Universi-
ty, an internationally 
recognized, private, 
co-educational, res-
idential institution, 
offers associate's, 

Connor McKenzie 
named to Trine 

University Dean's 
List

bachelor's, master's 
and doctoral degrees 
in the Allen School of 
Engineering & Com-
puting, Ketner School 
of Business, College 
of Graduate and Pro-
fessional Studies, 
College of Health 
Professions, Franks 
School of Education, 
Jannen School of 
Arts & Sciences and 
Rinker-Ross School 
of Health Sciences. 
Trine is a member 
of the Michigan In-
tercollegiate Athletic 
Association and of-
fers 37 intercollegiate 
sports, 27 of which 
compete in NCAA 
Division III. Its golf 
program includes 
the university-owned 

18-hole champion-
ship Zollner Golf 
Course. Founded in 
1884 and accredited 
by the Higher Learn-
ing Commission of 
the North Central 
Association of Col-
leges and Schools 
( w w w. n c a h i g h e r-
learningcommission.
org), Trine operates 
a 450-acre campus 
in Angola, Indiana, 
and the College of 
Health Professions 
in Fort Wayne, with 
education centers in 
Detroit, Michigan, 
and Phoenix, Ari-
zona, and programs 
available worldwide 
through TrineOnline.

Ariana Danielle 
Alexander to Ariana 
Danielle Hayward.  

Name Change
Their biological fa-
ther died when they 
were five months, Da-

vid is their dad.
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Savings in
Chelsea

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

From: Wendy Welch
The Humane So-

ciety of Huron Valley 
(HSHV) offers pet own-
ers and lovers a lasting 
new way to honor lost 
pets with the “Love 
Stays Here” digital col-
lectible and online me-
morial wall.

Digital collectibles 
are unique images with 
unchangeable identify-
ing information that last 
forever.

“And these beauti-
ful remembrances carry 
the loving legacy of a pet 
forward by helping ani-
mals in need now,” says 
Jaci Schaecher, HSHV’s 
VP of Marketing and 
Development.

Those who wish to 
celebrate a past pet can 
mint a one-of-a-kind 
memorial for a donation 
of their choosing. That 
digital collectible will 
have a permanent place 
on the Solana block-
chain, a global database 
that exists on computer 
throughout the world. 
(For more information, 
see Frequently Asked 
Questions.)

The unique im-
age can then be shared 

Humane Society of Huron Valley honors pets’ 
forever legacy with first-ever digital memorials
“Love Stays Here” digital collectibles will honor lost pets and 

support animals currently in need
with anyone and will be 
placed on HSHV’s digi-
tal memorial wall.

“The process takes 
just a few minutes and 
is available to anyone 
with a few clicks,” says 
Schaecher. 

The “Love Stays 
Here” digital collectible 
is delivered using new 
technology by AirCatch 
that removes the key 
obstacles that prevent-
ed many from access-
ing the benefits of dig-
ital collectibles such as 
NFTs.

“No cryptocur-
rency or complicated 
cryptocurrency wal-
let onboarding is re-
quired,” says AirCatch’s 
Non-Profit Outreach 
Director Jason Sattler. 
“Yet these collectibles 
enjoy the permanence 

and authenticity that 
come from using the 
blockchain.”

AirCatch makes 
using the blockchain as 
easy as email, with the 
hopes of expanding the 
utility of digital collect-
ibles.

“We’ve donated our 
time and technology to 
the Humane Society of 
Huron Valley because 
we’re animal lovers who 
are excited about using 
digital collectibles to 
help inspire more altru-
ism in the world,” says 
Sattler. “Great causes 
like HSHV now can 
share the benefits of 
these technologies with 
their supporters to cre-
ate comforting and en-
during memories that 
help support their good 
works. ”

Local teen releas-
es a book; Amanda 
Abraham,  a 16 year 
old from Allen Park, 
just published a book.  
It was released a few 
days ago. It is a memoir 
titled “Dear Writing,” 
and is clean and  good 
for all ages.

I n t e r v i e w i n g 
Amanda, I was struck 
by how things have 
changed as I’ve aged.  
I could not have imag-
ined having a book 
published at 16.  But 
with the change in the 
publishing industry, 
publishing a book is a 
reality for even peo-
ple as young as 16.  
Eragon, by Christo-
pher Paolinin was self 
published at 15, prior 
to landing a major deal 
at 19.   Amanda set out 
to write with the inten-
tion of publishing. She 
explained, “I’ve written 
other books before but 
they weren’t up to my 
standards.  (This is) 
a more mature book 
for an older audience.” 

Local 16 year old 
Releases a Book

Amanda has been writ-
ing for over 10 years. 
I wanted to know if 
Amanda plans on con-
tinuing to write.”I’m 
very excited to keep 
writing, keep publish-
ing that sort of thing.” 

I wanted to know 
who her publisher 
is.”Writers Republic, 
a self publishing book 
company.”

I assumed that be-
ing a published author 
by the age of 16, a future 
in literature is pretty 
clear cut.  But Amanda 
explained that  she has 
other dreams. “I don’t 
want to pursue writing 
as a main career.  I want 
to be an anesthesiolo-
gist and writing will be 
a hobby.“

How can readers 
obtain a copy of the 
book?  Readers can 
order through Writ-
ers Republic, https://
www.writersrepublic.
com/bookshop/cate-
gory/memoir, Ama-
zon, Barnes and Noble. 
Amanda states that 
the best way to order 
is through Writers Re-

public.
I was curious as to 

what the book is about? 
“(It’s)  a compilation of 
letters to writing that 
describe a passion for 
living.  Daily encoun-
ters in life. Lots of refer-
ences to faith.  Talking 
to writing and hoping 
that writing will give 
you answers.  The goal 
is that through writing 
it can unveil questions 
and answers to life.” 

I immediately think 
Amanda has created 
a wise premise for a 
book.  Possibly because 
I do write or because 
it’s a  common tech-
nique, but writing is 
a way to uncover an-
swers.  It is why jour-
naling is so popular 
these days.  Therapy of 
sorts without having to 
pay for appointments. 
I wanted to ask if her 
16 year old self found 
the answers she need-
ed.  But, I didn’t want 
to give a spoiler for the 
book, which I can’t wait 
to read. 
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such hardship, the sup-
port of the community 
is really special and ap-
preciated.   Tasha feels 
more determined than 
ever to give back lo-
cally and support the 
community that has 
supported her.  If you’re 
looking for a family 
friendly safe place to 
shop search Fishville 
Farms Events page on 
Facebook and Insta-
gram or check out the 
website for a list of up-
coming events. 

Scan the qr code or 
Tasha can be reached 
on her business line at 
(517) 917-5776.

 ➢ continued from page 1

Local Business Owner Operates 
from a Place of Compassion

feel well suited for col-
lege and would like to 
become entrepreneurs.  

Tasha, recalls being 
18 and joining the Navy.  
Things were going really 
well until she was med-

ically discharged.   She 
found herself in a bad 
situation and ultimate-
ly, went homeless.  The 
struggles she endured 
and overcome, gave her 
compassion and  a de-
sire to help.  Tasha told 
me about a post on Face-
book she responded to 
in a local Chelsea group.  
A women with medical 
issues was looking for 
work.  Tasha reached 
out, offered a table and 
to help the woman start 
her own business.  The 
woman taught herself 
resin and filled the table 
with products within 
two weeks.  She arrived 
very pregnant.   The next 
event she came with an-
other table full of prod-

ucts and her baby.  The 
business has grown 
from planning craft 
shows to business men-
toring. It's clear that Ta-
sha finds helping others 
very rewarding.  If you 
haven’t seen one of the 
Fishville Farms events 
posted, you might no-
tice when you look, they 
are often combined with 
good causes.  During 
Nov. and Dec, there 
were food drives and 
in March there will be 
a children’s book drive.  
Books will be donated 
to Jackson and Washt-
enaw County public 
libraries for youth pro-
grams.  

Tasha reminds ev-
eryone that she is still 

pretty new to business  
and she may not have 
all the answers to ev-
ery question.  But if she 
does not have the an-
swer you need, you will 
learn it together.  She is 
mentoring to help. She  
was scammed when 
she first went into busi-
ness and it’s important 
to know that someone 
trustworthy is willing 
to help.  Learning and 
going it alone is daunt-
ing and  some less than 
honest people may take 
advantage.  

The event side of the 
business has really tak-
en off at Chelsea Fair-
grounds.  Tasha is grate-
ful for the great support 
from the Chelsea com-
munity.  Fishville Farms 
Events joined the Chel-
sea Chamber and the 
Chamber is now host-
ing events with Fishville 
Farms .  After surviving 

sure of Michigan Craft 
Food Laws and might 
need support, direction, 
or questions answered.  
She is contacted by local 
teens who might need 
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WHAT:              Join 
Emagine Entertainment 
for a unique, sensory 
friendly screening of 
PUSS IN BOOTS: THE 
LAST WISH on Sat-
urday, January 7 with 
specific modifications 
made to ensure an en-
joyable experience for 
individuals with senso-
ry needs and their sup-
porters. Emagine Enter-
tainment understands 
that movies should be 
as accessible as possi-
ble for everyone, as this 
sensory friendly special 
program makes going 
to the movies a more 
enjoyable experience 
for families, children, 
and teens with sensory 
needs.

What does Sensory 
Friendly mean?

First, it means sen-
sory friendly experience 
(lights up a bit, sound 
down a bit)

Second, if your 

child needs to get up, 
move, dance, sing…No 
problem.

 Third, guests are 
welcome to bring a safe 
snack for any food aller-
gies or food avoidance/
restrictions.

Films will be shown 
in 2D.

*Note there are no 
modifications made to 
the film.

SYNOPSIS:        PUSS 
IN BOOTS: THE LAST 
WISH  (Rated PG)

Puss in Boots dis-
covers that his passion 
for adventure has taken 
its toll: he has burned 
through eight of his nine 
lives. Puss sets out on an 
epic journey to find the 
mythical Last Wish and 
restore his nine lives.

WHO This movie 
is open to friends, fam-
ilies, children and teens 
with sensory needs 
along with their sup-
porters.

WHEN: Saturday, 
January 7, 2023 – First 
Showing of the Day. 
Check theaters for 
showtimes.

WHERE: Tickets 
are available at the box 
office, online at Emag-
ine-Entertainment.com 
or through the Emagine 
App.

To purchase tick-
ets and for a full list of 
showtimes, visit Emag-
ine-Entertainment.com

Sensory Friendly 
Films will be playing at 
the following locations:

 Michigan:
Emagine Birch Run
Emagine Canton
Emagine Hartland
Emagine Macomb
Emagine Novi
Emagine Rochester 
Hills
Emagine Saline
Emagine Woodhaven
Quality 10 Powered by 
Emagine

JOIN EMAGINE 
ENTERTAINMENT FOR 
A SENSORY FRIENDLY 

SCREENING OF 
“PUSS IN BOOTS: 
THE LAST WISH”

An exclusive, sensory-friendly 
screening for individuals with sensory 

needs Saturday, January 7, 2023
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From: St. Louis 
Center

The Neuman fami-
ly holds a special place 
in the hearts of St. 
Louis Center staff and 
residents. Together, 
Norm and Kathi have 
been major support-
ers and contributors 
to the Center for more 
than 35 years. This is 
their heartwarming 
story of perseverance.

Every Child is 
Special and Has Their 
Own Needs

Norm and Kathi 
Neuman met in high 
school. They married 
in 1969 in Levittown, 
Pennsylvania, and 
soon welcomed their 
daughter, Christine. 
The family grew when 
she was joined by a lit-
tle brother, Joe, who 
changed Norm and 
Kathi’s world.

“When you have 
a child born with a 
disability, you really 
don’t know what the 
future holds. Downs 
Syndrome was one of 
the more prevalent 
disabilities at the time. 
It was a little frighten-

Stories that Inspire – The Neuman Family: 
Helping Others through Perseverance

ing. We were actually 
encouraged to have 
Joe institutionalized, 
but Norm and I were 
committed to helping 
Joe live a normal life,” 
said Kathi.

 “God knew that 
Joe would need loving 
care and life-long sup-
port. Norm and I were 
his chosen parents, 
and we thank God for 
giving us Joe, who is a 
very special gift.”

Taking A Stand 
for Equal Rights

 Kathi dedicat-
ed herself to learning 
more about Down 
Syndrome and its im-
pact on families it af-
fects. She wanted to 
better understand her 
son’s needs in order to 
support him. She also 
strived to help others 
understand and accept 
everyone affected by 
intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities 
(I/DD).

“I joined the local 
ARC in Bucks County, 
PA in 1971 right after 
Joe was born. When 
he reached school 
age, I joined with oth-

er parents to start a 
grassroots effort trav-
elling to Harrisburg, 
the Pennsylvania State 
Capital, to help sup-
port and implement 
Federal bill 94-142 
that guaranteed ed-
ucation for students 
with special needs,” 
Kathi said. “We were 
parents who demand-
ed that our children 
be allowed to have the 
same educational op-
portunities as all other 
children.” 

When Norm was 
promoted to Vice 
President of Com-
share in 1982, they 
moved to Michigan to 
be near the headquar-
ters in Ann Arbor. 
Joe was enrolled as a 
student in a self-con-
tained classroom at 
Abbott Elementary 
School. Shortly af-
ter enrolling, Kathi 
found out that the 
school district’s pol-
icies regarding equal 
education for children 
with I/DD needed 
significant improve-
ments. She, along with 
a number of parents, 
initiated contact with 
the Michigan state leg-
islature, thus starting 
her journey to protect 
the civil rights of chil-
dren in Michigan with 
special needs.

Kathi and Norm 
met Fr. Enzo Addari 
at a Special Olym-
pics event being held 
at Eastern Michigan 
University in 1984. 
They were immedi-

ately drawn to the 
Servants of Charity 
priests’ mission and 
became involved at St. 
Louis Center.

For more than 35 
years they have both 
been active mem-
bers of the Center’s 
Community Advisory 
Council, Endowment 
Fund, Legacy Cam-
paign, and numerous 
fundraising events; 
working tirelessly to 
help support St. Louis 
Center, the residents, 
and the Servants of 
Charity.

After Norm retired 
over twenty years ago, 
he and Kathi decided 
that they would focus 
their retirement years 
on helping children 
and adults with I/
DD. Both Norm and 
Kathi have been very 
involved in helping 
St. Louis Center grow 
into the wonderful, in-
tentional community 
it is today.

Joe and the Neu-
mans have Persevered

 Joe is now fif-
ty-two years old and 
presently lives with 
Norm and Kathi at 
their home in Chelsea 
MI. Before the Covid 
pandemic, Joe lived in 
an apartment in Ann 
Arbor, MI for almost 
20 years with anoth-
er man with Downs 
Syndrome. He spends 
most of his time help-
ing Kathi around the 
house in Chelsea or 
at their place in Gay-
lord, MI. He loves to 
perform daily chores 
including running the 
vacuum cleaner, and 
emptying the dish-
washer. Joe loves to 
play golf with his dad 
in the summer and to 
drive a snowmobile in 
the winter. He is great 
fun to be around, and 
he loves to socialize.

Joe requires a great 
deal of on-going life-
skills support, as do 
most adults with I/
DD. Joe is in good 
health, but it is com-
mon for many of his 

older peers (55 to 65 
years old) to experi-
ence a quickening de-
cline in health. Many 
have lost their parents 
who were their life-
line. This leaves many 
of them without the 
life-skills support they 
had throughout their 
lives.

Fortunately for 
Joe, there are plans 
in place to take care 
of him well after his 
parents are gone. Un-
fortunately, that is not 
the case for the ma-
jority of adults with I/
DD. Many loving and 
caring parents are not 
financially able to pro-
vide long-term care 
for their adult children 
after they are gone. 
The necessary plan-
ning was never done 
by the parents or by 
the government. His-
torically adults with I/
DD passed away well 
before their parents. 
As a result, many par-
ents thought that they 
would outlive their 
child. However, with 
much better health 
care readily available 
and the children living 
more active lives, they 
are now outliving their 
parents.

These facts have 
compelled Norm and 
Kathi to work tireless-
ly to spread the word 
to other families about 
St. Louis Center whose 
mission is to provide 
aging adults with I/DD 
life-long support in a 
residential communi-
ty that is full of love 
and compassion. Be-
cause of the Neumans’ 
perseverance and ded-
ication to Joe, they’ve 
made a lasting impact 
on the residents of the 
Center. We all thank 
them greatly for all 
they’ve done.
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From: Adam Winters
Washtenaw United, 

Girls’ HS Ice hockey, 
closed out December 
with a pair of League 
wins this past weekend. 
On Friday night, the 
United hosted Walled 
Lake, defeating the 
Wild 3-2. On Saturday, 
the United traveled 
to Canton to take on 
Plymouth-Canton-Sa-
lem, beating the Pen-
guins 8-0.

Friday’s game 
against Walled Lake 
would prove an excit-
ing, evenly matched 
contest. The United 
would never trail in 

WASHTENAW UNITED CLOSES OUT 
DECEMBER WITH 2 WINS, ALUMNI GAME

the game, opening the 
scoring just 3:46 into 
the first period. Unit-
ed forward Mikaylah 
Niethammer (Saline, 
‘25) would knock in a 
rebound to pick up her 
first goal as a United 
player. The Wild would 
score 5 minutes later to 
tie the game up. Rae-
gan Kopitsch, (Dex-
ter, ‘24) would regain 
the lead for the United 
with 1:31 to go in the 
first period.

Wild Center Lau-
ren Willis would add 
her second goal of the 
game to knot the game 
at 2-2 with 1:23 to go 

in the second period, 
proving to be the only 
goal scored of the pe-
riod. The third period 
was back and forth, 
with United goaltender 
Trista Tracy (Chelsea, 
‘25) and Wild goal-
tender Skyler Mack 
keeping both of their 
teams in the game. 
With the game looking 
like it would head to 
overtime, United cen-
ter Sydney Clark (Sa-
line, 25) picked up the 
game winner with 16 
seconds to go, beating 
Mack glove side. Abby 
Schroeder (Saline, ‘26) 
picked up her second 

assist of the game on 
the game winning goal, 
Rylee Kennedy (Milan, 
‘24) would also assist.

Saturday’s game 
against Plymouth-Can-
ton-Salem (PCS) would 
prove less dramatic 
than Friday’s game. 
Washtenaw would 
open the scoring early, 
with defenseman Mad-
die Conrad (Chelsea, 
25) getting the first of 
the United’s 8 goals on 
the night. Sydney Clark 
would score 2 goals in 
the game, while Kop-
itsch and Lilly Schlack 
(Saline, 26) would 
register 3 points each. 

Chloe Dillen (Saline, 
24) would lead all play-
ers with 4 points in the 
game. Nora Stevenson 
(Saline, 25) tallied her 
first goal as a United 
player, picking up the 
8th and final goal with 
2:13 remaining in the 
3rd period. Goaltender 
Trista Tracy picked up 
her 2nd shutout of the 
season, 4th in her ca-
reer as a United player, 
taking over the top spot 
of career shutouts from 
Julia Scarcella (Saline, 
22).

On Tuesday, De-
cember 20th, the Unit-
ed hosted the team’s 
5 Alumni for a game 
featuring the Alumni, 
coaches, and family 
members against this 
year’s United team. 
All 5 Alumni were 
in attendance for the 
game. Linzy Costella 
(Manchester, ‘21), Jil-
lian Eggleston (Dex-
ter, ‘22), Reese Caryl 
(Saline, ‘22), Makenna 
Lupi (Saline, ‘22), and 
goaltener Julia Scarcel-
la (Saline, ‘22) led the 
Alumni team to victo-
ry. The team’s annual 
Holiday party followed 
the game.

The United are 
currently tied for 2nd 
place in the Western 
Conference of the first 
Division of the Michi-

gan Girls’ High School 
Hockey League. The 
team will return to play 
on January 11th at Sky-
line-Huron.

INFORMATION-
AL ADDENDUM: 
Washtenaw United is 
a High School Girls’ 
Hockey Team skating 
out of the Ann Arbor 
Ice Cube. The team 
serves High Schools 
within Washtenaw 
County that do not 
have a dedicated team 
to play for. Currently, 
Pioneer and the com-
bined Skyline-Huron 
have dedicated teams. 
Washtenaw United is 
made up of players from 
Saline, Dexter, Chelsea, 
Manchester, Milan and 
private schools within 
the county. The team is 
in its third year of play.

Email: Washten-
awUnitedHSHockey@
gmail.com

Website: https://
www.migirlshshock-
ey.org/page/
show/7468678-washt-
enaw?subsea-
son=845257

Facebook: @
WUHSGirlsHockey

Twitter: @WUHS-
GirlsHockey

Instagram: @
WashtenawUnited-
Hockey

Washtenaw Coun-
ty’s Public Safety and 
Mental Health Pres-
ervation Millage Ad-
visory Committee has 
awarded $2.3 million 
over three years to the 
Washtenaw Interme-
diate School District 
(WISD) to fill gaps in 
youth mental health 
programming. The 
grant will give schools 
and parents additional 
support to respond to 
unmet youth mental 
health needs.

“We’ve seen such 
an increase in the 
mental health needs of 
students,” said Shan-
non Novara, WISD 
program manager for 
community and school 
partnerships. 

“Younger people 
aren’t always aware 
of resources, so they 
look to adults to sup-
port them, especial-
ly adults they find in 
school every day. We 
want to make sure that 
we’re appropriately le-
veraging the resourc-
es that are available in 
this county because it’s 
going to take every-
one pulling together 
to support our young 

$2.3 MILLION AWARDED TO FILL GAPS 
IN YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH CARE

Washtenaw County’s Public Safety and Mental Health Preservation Millage 
funds expansion of the Washtenaw Intermediate School District's mental 

health programs
people.”

An evaluation of 
Washtenaw County’s 
youth mental health 
needs and the ser-
vices available in our 
community identified 
a number of service 
gaps. The $2.3 million 
millage grant will help 
fill those gaps by pro-
viding WISD with the 
resources needed to 
respond to the youth 
mental health crisis 
along three tiers: uni-
versal prevention, early 
prevention, and refer-
ral and crisis services.  

Tier 1. Universal 
prevention 

• Offer 12 Youth 
Mental Health First 
Aid training cours-
es over the next three 
years, training approx-
imately 240 school staff 
and community mem-
bers;

• Launch a new 
mindfulness training 
curriculum–Learning 
2 Breathe–for 41 teach-
ers to implement in 
classrooms over three 
years;

• Host a book 
study program for 
school staff to discuss 
equity-centered, trau-

ma-informed educa-
tion;

• Combat stigma 
for families through a 
public campaign, help-
ing them identify signs 
and symptoms of men-
tal health needs, ways 
to support their chil-
dren, and school- and 
community-based re-
sources; and

• Develop a par-
allel system of support 
to provide substance 
use disorder preven-
tion, early interven-
tion, and crisis re-
sponse, and connect 
students and parents 
with resources.

Tier 2. Early pre-
vention 

• Develop an 
approach to identify 
students who use sub-
stances and connect 
them to care;

• Facilitate Mom 
Power, a program that 
engages mothers of 
young children facing 
adversity and stress 
and provides skills to 
meet the child’s so-
cial-emotional needs;

• C o o r d i n a t e 
Handle with Care, an 
initiative that notifies 
schools when a student 

has witnessed or expe-
rienced a potentially 
traumatic event; 

• Contract with 
the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and 
Human Services to re-
design the Education 
Project for Homeless 
Youth to help at-risk 
children get connect-
ed to care through an 
embedded prevention 
worker; and

• Continue to 
support school-based 
social workers for reg-
ular education stu-
dents through millage 
matching dollars.

Tier 3. Referral and 
crisis services 

• Hire a new staff 
member embedded in 
WISD to help bridge 
care gaps between 
WISD and WCCMH; 
and 

• C o o r d i n a t e 
with hospitals, prima-
ry care physicians, so-
cial workers, and other 
partners to expand stu-
dent support services 
throughout the com-
munity.

For three years, 
Washtenaw County 
Community Mental 
Health (WCCMH) 
and the Washtenaw 
Intermediate School 
District have worked 
together to provide 

school-based adoles-
cent mental health 
services using state 
and millage funding. 
The millage has also 
provided funding for 
youth mental health 
programming to com-
munity partners, in-
cluding Corner Health 
Center, the National 
Alliance on Mental 
Illness - Washtenaw 
County, the National 
Center for Youth Op-
portunity and Justice, 
Ozone House, Washt-
enaw County Health 
Department, Washt-
enaw County Sheriff 's 
Office, and Ypsilanti 
Community Schools.
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Chelsea Police
Department 

Weekly Summary
Incident #: 22-4284

Location: 500 block S. East St.

Date: December 21, 2022

Time: 11:52 am

INFORMATION: 
While at the station a 
complainant came in 
and stated that they 
wished to file a fraud 
complaint. The com-
plainant stated that be-
tween December 18th 
and December 21st an 
unknown suspect(s) 
had made several fraud-
ulent transactions on 
their account. The com-
plainant stated that sev-

eral of the transactions 
were able to be stopped 
however there was ap-
proximately 5 transac-
tions that had success-
fully gone through. The 
complainant stated that 
the incident had been 
reported to their bank 
and the bank was able 
to provide a shipping 
address where some 
of the items had been 
sent. Telephone con-

tact was made with the 
person who resided at 
the address where the 
items were supposed to 
be shipped to in Penn-
sylvania and they de-
nied any knowledge of 
the orders. The subject 
stated that they work 
evenings and are cur-
rently in the process of 
moving. The case was 
closed due to lack of in-
vestigative leads.

 ➢ continued from page 1
find themselves on a 
crash course that will 
upend everything 
they think they know 
about themselves, 
and each other.

Such a Fun Age 
was longlisted for 
the 2020 Book Prize 
and was the 2020 
Goodreads Choice 
Debut Novel winner. 
This book will get you 
thinking about race, 
privilege, the trans-
actional relationships 
we have as employers 
and employees, and 
also the complica-
tions of what it means 
to become an adult.

In February, CDL 
will partner with 
Serendipity Books 
to offer the Home-
town Book Club as an 
event to promote dia-
logue about this year’s 
Read.You can pick up 
a copy to check out at 

Join the 
2023 

Washtenaw 
Read! 

CDL or purchase one 
of your own at Ser-
endipity Books. Read 
Such a Fun Age and 
join CDL and others 
at Serendipity Books 
to discuss the book 
on February 14 at 
7pm.

Kiley Reid will 
read from her book 
during the Washt-
enaw Reads Author 
Event on Sunday, 
February 5 at 4pm, at 
the Ann Arbor Dis-
trict Library at 343 
S. Fifth Ave., Ann 
Arbor. There is no 
charge for the event 
and it is open to the 
public. A Q & A will 
follow, with the op-
tion of purchasing a 
book for signing. 

 CDL director 
Lori Coryell stress-
es the importance of 
the community read. 
“At CDL we value op-
portunities to build 

community and pro-
mote understanding. 
Washtenaw Reads is 
one such opportuni-
ty where readers all 
across the county are 
united in a shared 
experience. Through 
reading and discus-
sion, we are informed, 
enriched, and en-
lightened—and the 
community we live 
in becomes better for 
it,” Coryell said. The 
library has purchased 
numerous copies of 
the Washtenaw Read 
to ensure patrons 
have the chance to 
read the book and 
join in on the discus-
sions. For more infor-
mation on Washten-
aw Reads and other 
related events, visit 
washtenawreads.org 
or call 734-475-8732 
ext 219.

Town” tells the story of 
the rise and fall of Frank 
Glazier, the most prom-
inent citizen in Chelsea 
at the turn of the cen-
tury. This world pre-
mier is a classic tale of a 
successful entrepreneur 
who dominates the eco-
nomic and political life 
of a small town, only to 
overreach and lose ev-
erything. It is a saga of 
family love and loyalty. 
The score features poi-
gnant ballads, spirited 
dance numbers, and 
witty lyrics.

Chelsea Area Play-
ers is celebrating its 
50th anniversary in 
2022. CAP enriches the 
educational and cultur-
al life of the community, 

Chelsea Area Players Receives Grant from Chelsea 
Community Foundation for “The Only Man in Town”

promotes understand-
ing and appreciation of 
an important art, pro-
vides worthwhile enter-
tainment, encourages 
interest and active par-
ticipation by the com-
munity in all phases of 
theatre through dra-
matic productions and 
related activities, and 
fosters and supports 
the involvement of chil-
dren, adolescents and 
adults in the dramatic 
arts.

The Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation is 
a permanent charitable 
endowment totaling 
more than $2.8 million 
created through gifts 
from generous individ-
uals, families, and busi-
nesses who care about 

Chelsea. The Chelsea 
Community Founda-
tion has provided more 
than $1.8 million in 
grants to nonprofit or-

ganizations working 
to address community 
needs and opportuni-
ties that improve the 
quality of life in the 

City of Chelsea and 
surrounding areas. The 
Chelsea Community 
Foundation is an af-
filiate of the Commu-

nity Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan. 
For more information, 
please visit www.chel-
seafound.org.      
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