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Friday, Dec 2nd 
Santa arrives in Pierce 
Park from 5-6:30 pm 
to light the tree and 
sing Christmas Car-
ols.  There will be free 
pizza from Jet’s and 
free hot cocoa from 
Lakehouse Bakery 
under the pavilion 
at Pierce Park.  Santa 
will arrive from 6-6:30 
pm light the tree and 
lead a Christmas sing-
along.  Sadly, the Live 
Nativity in Palmer 
Commons was can-
celed this year.  Nor-
mally it takes place 
at 6:30 and 7:00 pm 
on the same day as 
the tree lighting cer-
emony but had to be 
canceled this year.  

Chelsea’s 35th Hometown 
Holiday is Here!

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Instead, check out 
the enchanted Alley 
between Culture Cre-
ations and WhiteTail.  
It is set to be decked 
out from December 
2nd to the 4th.

The Kiwanis will 
be holding their drive-
through gourmet nut 
sale in Chelsea State 
Bank parking lot from 
11am-2 pm on De-
cember 3rd.  For $25 
you can purchase a 
2.25lbs can of roasted 
and lightly seasoned; 
almonds, cashews, 
pecans, Brazil nuts, 
and pistachios. Or for 
$25 you can purchase 
a nine-inch round 
tin of dark chocolate 
almonds and pret-
zels, milk chocolate 
cashews and raisins, 

double-dipped milk 
chocolate peanuts, 
peanut butter pret-
zels, and milk choco-
late toffee peanuts. All 
proceeds are used to 
support youth, senior 
and community orga-
nizations, 

Dec 3rd is also 
the All the Trim-
mings Holiday show. 
A wonderful holi-
day artisan show fea-
turing vintage and 
antique Christmas 
decorations, collect-
ibles, handmade ted-
dy bears, rug hook-
ing supplies, jewelry, 
wood carvings, statio-
nery, and fresh greens. 
Free admission, free 
parking and refresh-
ments.

Saturday, Dec. 3, 

2022 10 am – 3 pm at 
the Chelsea Commu-
nity Fairgrounds Ser-
vice Building, 20501 
Old U. S. 12, Chelsea.

Saturday De-
cember 3 is also the 
St Barnabas Quilt  
Show and Sale  from 
10 am-3 pm  across 
from the fairgrounds.  
There will be a  free 
quilt raffle, crafts, 
and baked goods and 
great prices. 

The Chelsea First 
United Methodist 
Church is hosting 
The Material Girls  
Children’s Christmas 
Bazaar,  a daily tradi-
tion for my daughter 
and I  from 9:30-3pm.  
All proceeds will go 
to Faith in Action.  

Two Chelsea Residents Sue the City of Chelsea 
for Withholding Citizen Complaints and Police 

Disciplinary Records

Two advocates for 
racial justice have sued 
the City of Chelsea for 
denying their Freedom 
of Information Act 
(FOIA) request for com-

plaints and disciplinary 
records associated with 
five officers who tick-
eted Black Lives Mat-
ter protesters during 
the summer of 2020. 

The advocates, Theresa 
and Kerry Plank, are 
among the 29 Chel-
sea residents that the 
Chelsea Police Depart-
ment (CPD) charged 

with “impeding traf-
fic” during the demon-
strations. A judge later 
dismissed the charges 
on the ground that the 
police officers violated 
the First Amendment 
rights of the protesters. 
The Civil Rights Liti-

gation Initiative at the 
University of Michigan 
Law School is repre-
senting the Planks in 
their suit.

“In order to restore 
public trust between the 
police and the Chelsea 
community, it is critical 

that the Chelsea Police 
Department be trans-
parent about its officers’ 
misconduct,” said Kerry 
Plank. “We hope this 
case will result in im-
proved public safety in 
our community as we 

From: Nicole Bell
Chelsea State 

Bank joins the Inde-
pendent Community 
Bankers of America 
(ICBA) in encour-
aging consumers to 
shop locally—online 
or in person—when 
purchasing gifts for 
friends and family 
during the holiday 
season.

When you sup-
port locally owned 
and operated busi-
nesses by shopping 
or dining locally, $48 
out of every $100 is 
returned to the local 
economy, boosting 
job growth, charitable 
giving and civic en-
gagement (compared 
to just $14 out of ev-
ery $100 spent at na-

tional chains). Local 
businesses also create 
62% of new jobs in the 
U.S. annually, which 
means your support 
for these businesses 
also helps keep the lo-
cal economy thriving.

“We proudly sup-
port our community’s 
economic engines—
small businesses—

Chelsea State Bank 
and ICBA: Shop Local 

for the Holidays
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Two Chelsea Residents 
Sue the City of Chelsea 

for Withholding Citizen 
Complaints and Police 
Disciplinary Records

move forward together.”
After police officers 

killed George Floyd and 
other Black Americans 
during the summer of 
2020, a group called 
Anti-Racist Chelsea 
Youth organized sev-
eral peaceful marches 
in support of the Black 
Lives Matter movement 
in Chelsea. Chelsea 
police ticketed 29 pro-
testors, including the 
Planks, for “impeding 
traffic” while partici-
pating in these protests. 
Although Chelsea City 
Council voted unani-
mously to recommend 
that CPD dismiss the 
tickets, former Chelsea 
Police Chief Edward 
Toth refused to do so. 
Ultimately, 14A District 
Court Judge Anna M. 
Frushour dismissed the 
civil infractions on First 
Amendment grounds.

The City of Chelsea 
hired two firms to con-
duct independent in-
vestigations into CPD’s 
response to the protests. 
The first firm conclud-
ed the Department’s 
response had led to “es-
calating cycles of recip-

rocal mistrust” between 
CPD and the Chelsea 
community. Similarly, 
the second investigation 
found “a measure of 
distrust and dissatisfac-
tion regarding transpar-
ency and engagement 
of the agency,” as well as 
“a lack of empathy and 
compassion on the part 
of CPD.” It concluded 
that “[t]ransparency 
about police conduct is 
critical to building and 
maintaining trust be-
tween officers and resi-
dents.”

In May, the Planks 
submitted a FOIA re-
quest with the City of 
Chelsea asking for cit-
izen complaints and 
records of disciplinary 
action against five CPD 
police officers and for-
mer Police Chief Ed-
ward Toth. They be-
lieved the requested 
documents would shed 
light on the Depart-
ment’s procedures with 
respect to citizen com-
plaints and officer dis-
cipline.

The City denied 
the request for records 
about the officers, cit-
ing a FOIA provision 

that allows the police to 
keep such records secret 
“unless the public inter-
est in disclosure out-
weighs the public inter-
est in nondisclosure in 
the particular instance.”

On November 8, 
the Planks filed a FOIA 
lawsuit in Washtenaw 
County Circuit Court 
for the documents. 
According to the com-
plaint, the FOIA ex-
emption cited by the 
City does not apply be-
cause of the strong pub-
lic interest in improving 
police transparency and 
accountability in Chel-
sea.

“The goal of the 
lawsuit is to increase 
police accountability 
and promote transpar-
ency when it comes to 
police misconduct,” said 
Rachel Moore, a stu-
dent attorney with the 
Civil Rights Litigation 
Initiative. “Given the 
community’s demands 
for safe and transpar-
ent policing, the public 
interest in disclosure 
clearly outweighs the 
department’s interest in 
keeping disciplinary re-
cords secret.”
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Savings in
Chelsea

Washtenaw Coun-
ty residents who don’t 
have health insurance 
or access to a health 
care provider are in-
vited to join COVID 
Plan4Health, a new 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Depart-
ment program that 
connects people to 
free antiviral treat-
ment (Paxlovid) if 
they test positive for 
COVID-19. Treat-
ment is especially 
important for peo-
ple at higher risk for 
severe illness from 
COVID-19, which 
includes more people 
than many realize.

“If you’re not 
up-to-date on your 
COVID-19 vaccines 
(including a bivalent 
booster) or have risk 
factors like being old-
er or not very phys-
ically active, you’re 
more likely to get real-
ly sick from COVID, 
even if your initial 
symptoms are mild,” 
says Juan Marquez, 

Free COVID-19 Treatment Available Through the 
Washtenaw County Health Department

Washtenaw residents without health insurance or access to a medical provider can 
join COVID Plan4Health for free COVID-19 treatment and tests

MD, MPH, Washt-
enaw County Health 
Department medical 
director. “Other high-
risk factors include 
being a current or 
former smoker, hav-
ing conditions like 
asthma, cancer, or 
diabetes, and being 
overweight or obese. 
We encourage all 
Washtenaw residents 
who meet these cri-
teria and don’t have 
access to medical care 
to join COVID Plan-
4Health.”

This program is 
intended for people 
without health insur-
ance or access to a 
health care provider. 
People who do have 
a health care provid-
er should go to their 
provider for treat-
ment if needed.

A new report 
from the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 
shows that adults with 
mi ld- to-mo derate 
COVID-19 who were 

prescribed Paxlovid 
were over 50% less 
likely to be hospital-
ized with COVID-19. 
In addition to protect-
ing the health of indi-
viduals, COVID-19 
treatments can help 
prevent our local hos-
pital systems from be-
ing overwhelmed as 
they respond to a rise 
in respiratory illness-
es.

How COVID 
Plan4Health works

Once someone 
has joined COVID 
Plan4Health, they can 
request treatment via 
email or text message 
if they test positive for 
COVID-19. Patients 
will be able to pick up 
their prescription for 
Paxlovid either from 
the Health Depart-
ment or local phar-
macy.

In addition to free 
treatment, those who 
join COVID Plan-
4Health will be sent 
free at-home rapid 
tests. COVID Plan-

4Health is a part-
nership between the 
Washtenaw County 
Health Department 
and CareEvolution.

How to join 
COVID Plan4Health

Joining COVID 
Plan4Health is free 
and only takes a few 
minutes. People can 
join by filling out a 
short form online at 
https ://covidplan-
4 h e a l t h . org / wch d 
to see if they quali-
fy. Phone assistance 
is also available for 
those who need it 
(734-544-6700). The 
COVID Plan4Health 
website will soon be 
available in Spanish.

“Join COVID 
Plan4Health today so 
you’re prepared if you 
need treatment in the 
future,” says Dr. Mar-
quez. “COVID treat-
ments must be started 
within the first few 
days of having symp-
toms to be effective. 
We hope this program 
gives peace of mind to 

those who may need 
treatment quickly if 
they get COVID-19.”

People can also 
join COVID Plan-
4Health once they 
have already tested 
positive.

Resources
• COVID Plan-

4Health information-
al flyer

• Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment COVID-19 
treatment webpage

Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment

The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment promotes 
health and works to 

prevent disease and 
injury in our commu-
nity. Our mission is to 
assure, in partnership 
with the community, 
the conditions neces-
sary for people to live 
healthy lives through 
prevention and pro-
tection programs.

Local public health 
information and up-
dates are always avail-
able at www.washt-
enaw.org/health. The 
Health Department 
also provides frequent 
social media updates 
(@wcpublichealth) 
and sends regular 
email updates, sign 
up at http://bit.ly/
WCHD555.
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Unpack the lights 
and find a poinsettia, 
it’s time for the Dexter 
Community Band’s 
annual holiday con-
cert.

The band this year 
will get people in a 
holiday mood the first 
weekend of Decem-
ber with a free con-
cert on Sunday, Dec. 

Pull Out that Festive Sweater, the Dexter 
Community Band’s Annual Holiday 

Concert is Coming Up
DCB’s Free Holiday Concert to be Held Sunday, Dec. 4 at 3 p.m. 

4. Start time is 3 p.m. 
The location is Center 
for Performing Arts in 
Dexter High School, 
2200 North Parker 
Road.

The music vari-
ety will feature cre-
ative arrangements 
and many recogniz-
able favorites. Jingle 
Bells, Rudolph, Frosty, 

Good King Wenc-
eslas, Silver Bells, O 
Christmas Tree and 
something about let-
ting it snow.

Pieces include 
Leroy Anderson’s A 
Christmas Festival 
and The Eighth Can-
dle, a rhythmically 
dynamic celebration 
of Hanukkah from 

Steve Reisteter, who 
gave the French horns 
a special part to shine 
at the end.

Joining the band 
for several pieces will 
be a quartet of local 
singers: Kristin Hoff-
man-Peavler, Jeni 
McFarland, Frank 
Dougherty and John 
McLaughlin.

While mask 
wearing is option-
al, masking is highly 
recommended and 
complimentary masks 
will be available.

After the Dec. 4 
concert, Dexter Com-
munity Band will 
perform two other 
concerts during the 
2022-2023 season.

• March 5, 2023 
— Gotta Dance

• May 21, 2023 
— Movie Heroes

Several members 
of the band will also 
be performing at 11 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
10, at Briarwood Mall 
as part of the Lucy 
Anne Lance Show.

Chelsea Bulldogs College 
Signing

Emilee Underwood
Concordia University
Softball
Parents: Jennifer and Joel 

Underwood
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 ➢ continued from page 1
Participants must 
reserve a 3- minute 
shopping slot in ad-
vance.   Here is the 
link: https://www.sig-
nupgenius.com/go/
20f0a44aeaa229-chel-
sea

On December 3  
Chelsea District Li-
brary is hosting teen 
and tween homemade 
gifts between 1 and 
3 pm   Registration 

Chelsea’s 35th 
Hometown 

Holiday is Here!
is required https://
c h e l s e a d i s t r i c t l i -
br ar y. l i bn e t . i n fo /
event/6798468

December 3 from 
2pm-5pm Robin Hills 
is hosting a holiday 
party  with a hot co-
coa bar, Santa and 
Mrs Clause, a color-
ing area  and festive 
adult drinks.

December 3 The 
Chelsea Light Parade 
will be from Old US to 

Jackson St starting at 
6pm.  Lights out after 
the parade will feature 
hot cocoa smores and 
live music hosted by 
Main Street Church  
The festivities will 
continue throughout 
the month.  Be sure to 
check the Hometown 
Holiday guide for up-
coming events here: 
https://chelseamich.
com/hometown-holi-
day/.

Chelsea State Bank 
and ICBA: Shop Local 

for the Holidays
and encourage con-
sumers to shop locally 
during the holidays 
and year-round,” said 
Joanne Rau, President 
and CEO, Chelsea 
State Bank. “When 
you reinvest in the 
businesses that sup-
port your neighbors, 
you’re making an in-
vestment in our col-
lective future—sup-
porting your friends 
and neighbors and 

helping our commu-
nity prosper.”

As the primary 
and preferred lend-
ing source for the 
nation’s small busi-
nesses, community 
banks continue to 
fund entrepreneurs’ 
dreams—one loan at 
a time. In fact, com-
munity banks make 
more than 60 percent 
of all small business 
loans under $1 mil-
lion and serve as the 

only physical bank-
ing presence in near-
ly one in three U.S. 
counties.

Show support for 
local entrepreneurs 
and small businesses 
throughout the year. 
To find our nearest 
community bank lo-
cation, visit ICBA’s 
community bank lo-
cator at www.banklo-
cally.org.

 ➢ continued from page 1
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Chelsea Police
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 22-3907

Location: 700 block of Taylor St.

Date: November 21, 2022

Time: 12:09 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the lobby 
to take a report of a 
larceny of a flag. The 
complainant stated 
that sometime between 

November 20th at 5:00 
pm and November 21st 
at approximately 12:00 
pm an unknown sus-
pect(s) had stolen a flag 
from its holder which 
was attached to the 
house. At the time of 

the report there was no 
information on a pos-
sible suspect. The case 
remained open pend-
ing further lead devel-
opment.

Incident #: 22-3942

Location: 200 block of W. Summit St.

Date: November 23, 2022

Time: 10:19 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was as-
signed a theft report 
by telephone. The com-
plainant stated that she 
had recently noticed 
that two smaller sized 
flags that were displayed 
in the flower pot on the 

porch were missing. 
The complainant stated 
that they reviewed the 
available security vid-
eo and determined that 
the flags were visible on 
November 19th at ap-
proximately 12:00 pm 
and the next available 
footage was at 10:00 pm 

that same day and the 
flags were no longer in 
the flower pot. At the 
time of the report there 
was no information 
on a potential suspect. 
The complaint remains 
open pending further 
investigation.

Incident #: 22-3943

Location: 200 Block of Congdon St.

Date: November 23, 2022

Time: 10:44 am

INFORMATION: 
While at the police sta-
tion the complainant 
came into the lobby and 
stated that they’d like to 
report a theft of a flag 
and damage to the flag 
pole at his house. The 

complainant stated that 
the flag was last known 
to be there on Novem-
ber 18th at approxi-
mately 6:00 pm and 
the flag was discovered 
missing on November 
21st at approximate-

ly 5:00 pm. The com-
plainant did not have 
any further informa-
tion on a potential sus-
pect at the time of the 
report. The complaint 
remains open pending 
further investigation.

Incident #: 22-3958

Location: 1600 block of Commerce Park Dr.

Date: November 24, 2022

Time: 11:35 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers were dis-
patched to the 1600 
block of Commerce 
Park Dr. for the report 
of a larceny from auto 
complaint. Upon arriv-
al the officer met with 
the complainant who 

stated that they had 
parked their vehicle on 
November 23rd at ap-
proximately 10:00 pm 
and when they returned 
to their vehicle on No-
vember 24th at approx-
imately 11:35 am they 
noticed that the vehicle 
was uncharacteristical-

ly loud. Upon further 
inspection the vehicle 
was found to have had 
the catalytic convertor 
cut from the vehicles 
exhaust system. At the 
time of the report there 
was no information on 
a possible suspect.


