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Chelsea District Library Celebrates 
2021 Friend and Volunteer of the 

Year Award Recipients

Story on page 4.

The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company 
(PRTC) will open its 
31st season with “Un-

The Purple Rose Theatre Company 
opens 31st Season with 

“Under Ceege”
A World Premiere play by Jeffry Chastang

der Ceege” a World 
Premiere by Ink-
ster, MI native Jeffry 
Chastang. Tickets are 

on sale now.
Lifelong residents 

of a Detroit, MI ag-
ing housing project, 
71-year-old Lucky 
bumps heads with 
her 49-year-old son 
Ceege  as they gam-
ble on change, each 

other, and the daily 
lottery.

“Under Ceege” 
contains adult con-
tent and may not be 
suitable for children 
under the age of 13.

Director Lynch 

Story and more photos on page 3. Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski.

Withington’s Opens 
in Chelsea
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 ➢ continued from page 1

We are starting 
a new fundraising 
campaign to keep 
ahead of the march of 
time with repairs to 
the CAHS Museum

The Chelsea Area Historical Society is pleased 
to announce the CAHS Building Legacy Fund

• We have set an 
initial goal of $20,000 
so that 2022 will see 
a needed full paint-
ing of the exterior, a 
handful of exterior 

repairs, and a new 
hot water heater

• We’ll continue 
to maintain and build 
this fund for future 
repairs such as the 

eventual need for a 
new furnace and new 
roofing in the years to 
come

• At the “Donate” 
section of our website 

(chelseahistory.org) 
you can choose be-
tween a General Do-
nation or a Building 
Legacy Donation

• Since CAHS is a 

501c3, all donations 
qualify as tax-deduc-
ible.

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

I had the opportu-
nity to visit Chelsea’s 
newest business this 
week.  I stopped into 
Withington’s, located 
on Main Street just 
before Agricole Fresh 
Food Mart.   I was im-
mediately struck by 
the beauty of the store.  
It sells primarily wine 
and beer.  But rath-
er than ugly buzzing 
fluorescent lights and 
standard industrial 
tile floors, it felt like 
stepping inside an art 
gallery.  Jay, the own-
er, immediately wel-
comed me inside.   

Upon entering, 
I was drawn to the 
shop. I was distracted 
by the bottles lining 

Withington’s Opens in Chelsea

the shelves. I took the 
opportunity to grab 
a hostess gift  and an-
other gift on my list. 
The owner Jay was 
extremely helpful and 
patient with my wine 
ignorance.  I explained 
the hostess was a red 
wine drinker.  He 
showed me several 
from different regions 
and  started to tell me 
about  the grapes.  He 
was trying to help me 
look like I knew more 
about wine than the 
pink Boones we used 
to pool our change to 
buy in college. I saw 
a bottle of red with 
an owl on the label.  I 
shouted “ohh an owl, “ 
and pointed, startling 
and interrupting Jay 
Friend as he spoke. He 
pulled the bottle down 

for me and I laughed 
as I shook my head 
that he’s trying to pro-
vide an education and 
I pick based on the 
picture on the label.  
Jay encouraged it and 
explained it’s a good 
way to learn what I 
like and I don’t.  “Yeah, 
“ I said to my wine 
snob friend, silent-
ly.   I don’t know the 
difference between a 
decent table wine  or a 
treasure, but I’m fairly 
certain Jay helped me 
find something that 
makes me appear to 
have more knowledge 
and better taste than I 
do.    If you don’t know 
much about wine and 
need help selecting a 
nice bottle, visit With-
ington’s.  Jay will help 
you choose and won’t 

make you feel stupid 
for not knowing much. 
I paid for my purchase 
and attempted to focus 
and work. 

I learned about 
Withington’s through 
a Facebook post by 
Jay’s wife, Katy.  I no-
ticed that Katy had 
attended a university 
out of state, so I was 
curious if Jay and Katy 
were from Michigan.  
Katy is originally from 
Grand Rapids and Jay 
has lived in Marquette, 
Birmingham, and Ann 
Arbor.  Three years ago, 
they moved to Chel-
sea.  Jay has worked 
nearly twenty years 
for a beer and wine 
distributor.  When he 
saw the space become 
available, he wanted to 
follow his dream and 

open his own business.  
The decor of the shop 
is family inspired.  Jay’s 
father is an artist.  He’s 
done a few shows but 
he paints mostly for 
joy.   Jay used his fa-
ther’s art to create the 
theme of the store and 
it turned out wonder-
fully.   Jay elaborated 
that he was raised in 
an artistic family.  The 
benefit of shopping at 
Withington’s is that 
Jay knows the prod-
ucts, he can speak to 
the grapes, the loca-
tion, and  Michigan 
happens to be a great 
craft beer state and he 
has some vendors that 
normally only come 
to Ann Arbor so he 
has a selection that is 
not easy to find in this 
area. No need to drive 

to find that specialty 
beer.    And, due to his 
background, anything 
made with a purpose 
and artfully done will 
grace the shelves, in-
cluding beautiful cof-
fee table books and cof-
fee beans. Withington’s 
is open Monday- Sat 
10-7pm and Sunday 
12-5pm.   The address 
is 112 N. Main St.   If 
you’re looking for a 
nice gift to bring to a 
holiday gathering but 
you are unfortunately 
ignorant like me, Jay 
is happy to help and 
won’t laugh at your in-
experience. For more 
information and to 
check out their prod-
ucts visit their website 
at: https://withing-
tons.mybigcommerce.
com/.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
After a hiatus in 

2020, Chelsea District 
Library (CDL) staff 
and volunteers were 
excited to gather at 
our annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Party 
on Saturday, Decem-
ber 4. At this cele-
bration, CDL honors 
the individuals who 
have been particular-
ly generous in their 
service to the library. 
The awards originat-
ed in 1992 as a small 
way to recognize the 
enormous gratitude 
CDL has for those 
individuals who help 
to further its mis-
sion. These dedicated 
individuals provide 
great value to the li-
brary by doing work 
above and beyond 
the normal scope of 
the CDL staff, such as 
running the monthly 
book sale, scanning 
materials into CDL’s 
historical databases, 

Chelsea District Library Celebrates 
2021 Friend and Volunteer of the 

Year Award Recipients
creating innovative 
displays, and so much 
more. This year CDL 
celebrates the services 
of 2021 Friend of the 
Year Marjorie Ger-
man and 2021 Vol-
unteer of the Year Dr. 
Richard E. Burney.. 

Marjorie, often 
called Margie, was 
born in Franken-
muth, Michigan. As 
a child, she read ev-
erything that was age 
appropriate, because 
for Marjorie, read-
ing has always been a 
joy! Whenever Mar-
gie and her husband, 
Bob, moved to differ-
ent cities in Michigan, 
she always looked 
first for the town’s 
library. When they 
moved to Chelsea 
they were busy set-
tling into a new home 
with their children, 
and she found the li-
brary right away. One 
day the local news-
paper, The Chelsea 

Standard, landed on 
her porch with a job 
posting for a librari-
an at the McKune Li-
brary. She answered 
the advertisement 
and she was hired! 
From that moment 
on her heart was per-
manently attached to 
the library in Chel-
sea. She worked with 
one other person as 
a librarian, and they 
did everything from 
ordering the books 
to servicing patrons. 
She still enjoys all that 
the library offers, but 
most of all she enjoys 
meeting people and 
reading books.  She 
is happy and proud to 
be part of the Chelsea 
District Library—
which she warmly 
calls, “My Library.”

This year’s Vol-
unteer of the Year 
recipient is not your 
traditional library vol-
unteer. His work for 
the library occurred 

entirely outside off 
the library grounds, 
and only occasionally 
does he directly inter-
act with library mate-
rials. After a 50-year 
career as a General 
Surgeon and Profes-
sor of Surgery at the 
University of Michi-
gan, Richard Burney 
retired on October 
31, 2019. One of his 
goals for retirement 
was to make use of 
his Martin D48 gui-
tar a little more often. 
His daughter Edith 
Donnell, a Youth & 
Teen Librarian at the 
Chelsea District Li-
brary, had been jok-
ing with him about 
how they should 
start singing together 
again like when she 
was a child.  During 
the early, confusing 
weeks of library clo-
sure in the pandemic, 
Edith began working 
out of her parent’s 
house. Eager to con-

nect with the library’s 
young patrons, Edith 
started trying to rec-
reate Storytime on 
Facebook Live, us-
ing her father’s office 
space. Dr. Burney 
showed an interest in 
helping, and Edith, 
sensing an opportu-
nity to make Story-
times special (and en-
joy some special time 
with her dad), invited 
him to join her and 
provide musical ac-
companiment. The 
first Storytime Live 
was streamed live 
on March 25, 2020. 
Nearly every week for 
the next 17 months, 

Dr. Burney and Miss 
Edith have delighted 
their young audience 
online with stories 
and songs. 

The CDL staff 
thanks Marjorie, Dr. 
Burney, and all of 
the Friends and vol-
unteers who help us 
engage, inspire, and 
equip our communi-
ty! For information 
about volunteering, 
please contact Linda 
Ballard at 734-475-
8732 x202. For more 
information on be-
coming a friend, visit 
friends.chelseadis-
trictlibrary.org.
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If you are a teach-
er or staff member 
of school districts 
in Chelsea, Dexter, 
Grass Lake, Manches-
ter, or Stockbridge, 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation (5HF) wants 
you to know how 
much you are appre-
ciated.

As a token of our 
collective gratitude, 
5HF announced last 

5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation Opens its 

Wellness Centers to local 
School District Staff 

week that all school 
district staff mem-
bers will receive five 
free visits to any of 
its wellness centers 
in Chelsea, Dexter, 
Manchester or Stock-
bridge to be used be-
tween December 20, 
2021 and January 31, 
2022. Employees only 
need to present their 
employee identifica-
tion at any location 
and receive a punch 
card for the remain-
ing visits. Participat-
ing wellness centers 
include (please check 
for hours of opera-
tion):

• Chelsea Well-

ness Center, 14800 
East Old US 12, Chel-
sea

• Dexter Wellness 
Center, 2810 Baker 
Road, Dexter

• M a n c h e s t e r 
Wellness Center, 710 
East Main Street, 
Manchester

• S t o c k b r i d g e 
Wellness Center, 5116 
South M-106, Stock-
bridge

Says Steve Pet-
ty, 5HF CEO, “Our 
partnership with the 
schools helps us to 
reach so many fam-
ilies and children in 
the region with well-
ness programs. We 

especially acknowl-
edge that school staff 
members, who have 
demonstrated their 
tremendous resil-
ience during another 
challenging school 
year, need down time 
to focus on their own 
physical and emo-
tional well-being. 
Using the wellness 
centers as a place to 
move more, or access 
additional programs 
like strength training, 
gentle yoga or a spin-
ning class, can be just 
what a person needs 
to relax and restore 
during the holiday 
period.”

School districts 
were notified before 
the Thanksgiving 
break that the bene-
fit will take place in 
December. “We think 
the process we have 
created will make it 
easy to use our well-
ness centers,” says 
Cindy Cope, well-
ness center director. 
“We hope that every 
school staff member 
will take this oppor-
tunity to see what the 
wellness centers are 
all about!” 

“More than any-
thing,” says Petty, “we 
want our teachers and 
support staff mem-

bers to know just how 
much we respect and 
appreciate their dedi-
cation to our children 
and their vital contri-
butions to our com-
munity.”

 If you are a school 
district staff member 
and have questions, 
contact the Chelsea 
Wellness Center at 
734-214-0220 for de-
tails.

For more infor-
mation, contact Matt 
Pegouskie or Lori 
Kintz, at 734-433-
4599.
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Photos By Elissa Weidmeyer.

The Running Fit 
Holiday Hustle hap-
pened on Decem-
ber 11 2021.   After 
Covid-19 last year, the 
high winds threatened 
the race this year. The 
usual inflatables at 
the start and finish 
could not be up due to 
winds.  Packet pickup 
had to be moved be-
cause tents would not 
stay up.  The winds 

Running Fit Holiday Hustle Sped through Dexter

hindered the awards 
ceremony as well.  
Awards were mailed 
instead of the planned 
ceremony.  

As it always does, 
the Holiday Hustle 
raised funds for lo-
cal Dexter nonprofits. 
Part of every entrance 
fee went to a local non-
profit. Two children of 
a friend of mine ran 
in the race. I asked 
her what she thought 
of the race and how it 

went.  She thought the 
race was well run.  It’s 
a race her family has 
done before, but she 
has not been involved 
in since 2017. I want-
ed to know if there 
were any special covid 
protocols? She saw a 
few people running in 
a mask but it was not a 
requirement. Howev-
er, she noticed the race 
was smaller this year 
and wondered if it 
had a smaller race cap 

as a precaution.  The 
biggest adjustments 
she saw were wind 
related.   There were 
cookies to be enjoyed 
at the finish and  her 
children are fast. To 
complete a 5k in un-
der 30 minutes is im-
pressive to me.  To do 
it with negative splits 
in 20 mile per hour 
winds and sleet is fair-
ly unbelievable to me.   
The idea of running 
sounds dreadful to me 

but running in that 
weather, unthinkable!   
If you came out and 
did it to stay healthy 
or to donate to a good 
cause, give yourself 
credit.  Many of us 
would stay in bed, sip 
hot cocoa and shop 
online rather than be 
out in that weather. 

 In spite of numer-
ous obstacles, Run-
ning Fit and multiple 
volunteers from the 
community, hosted 

the Holiday Hustle 
through downtown 
Dexter on Decem-
ber 11th. Local char-
ities benefited from 
the race, nice that 
the funds stay in the 
community so neigh-
bors are able to help 
neighbors.  The wind 
threatened, but race 
managers were flexi-
ble and adjusted and 
managed to provide 
a great race without a 
hitch. 
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Obituaries 
Jan Kathleen Nelson

Age 69, passed away 
on Friday, December 
10, 2021 at the Univer-
sity of Michigan hospi-
tal after a short battle 
with Cholangiocarcino-
ma (bile duct cancer.) 
She has embarked on a 
new adventure; one that 
is free of any additional 
pain and suffering. She 
was born on December 
1, 1952, in Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan, the daughter 
of Richard Keith and 
Barbara Arlene (Mast) 
Nelson.

Jan graduated from 
East Grand Rapids 
High School in 1970. 
She earned her Bach-
elor's Degree in psy-
chology from Mich-
igan State University 
and was working on a 
Master's Degree from 
Central Michigan Uni-
versity. Jan worked as 
a Probation Officer for 
several years before be-
coming a supervisor of 
the Washtenaw County 
Probation Department. 
She spent a few years 
working in Lincoln Park 
towards the end of her 
career but the majority 
of her time was spent 
in Ann Arbor. After 
retirement, she picked 
up a job as a teaching 
assistant for a special 
needs child. She always 
believed in doing good 
for others.

Jan loved to trav-
el and shared that love 
with her daughter. The 
two of them took mul-
tiple trips, both do-
mestically and interna-
tionally, together over 
the years. She believed 

there was so much more 
to life than the confines 
of your hometown and 
that you should get 
out there and experi-
ence the beauty of the 
world. If she wasn't on 
a trip, she was likely in 
the process of planning 
one. Outside of travel, 
Jan loved adventure, 
boat rides, volunteering 
at the Ark, being in the 
Ann Arbor Ski Club, 
animals (especially her 
cats,) crossword puz-
zles, music and theater, 
being a member of the 
Las Tortugas Pirates, 
reading, snorkeling, 
kayaking, playing her 
clarinet in the Washt-
enaw County Commu-
nity Band and the Ann 
Arbor Town Band, en-
joying time up north 
on Lake Margrethe, 
and spending time with 
her family and friends. 
When she was younger, 
she was on the Ski Pa-
trol, even while she was 
pregnant.  For a hand-
ful of years, Jan assisted 
with the Miss Washten-
aw County Pageant. Jan 
loved to be busy and 
live life to the fullest.

Jan was a phenom-
enal Mother. She raised 
her daughter primari-
ly on her own and was 
always supporting and 
encouraging her to go 
after her dreams. She 
was her daughter's big-
gest cheerleader. It was 
very evident how much 
she loved her one and 
only child. Jan also 
loved being a Grandma 
and absolutely adored 
her granddaughter, El-

eanor (3). Her daugh-
ter Erin remembers her 
Mom as a kind, strong, 
independent, silly, ad-
venturous, free spirited, 
fun, and beautiful hu-
man being. She loved 
that her Mom always 
stood up for what she 
believed in. She wasn't 
afraid to face the tough 
stuff in life and she nev-
er sweated the small 
stuff. She and her Mom 
were best friends. Erin 
also admired the brav-
ery her Mom showed 
throughout her battle 
with cancer. From the 
get-go, her Mom was 
ready to fight and she 
just did what she had 
to do. She now sees her 
Mom as her hero.

Jan had many hopes 
and dreams for the fu-
ture. She had tickets to 
various shows, multiple 
trips planned, home 
renovation projects she 
was excited to com-
plete, and was looking 
forward to attending 
her 50th high school 
reunion that was post-
poned two years due to 
COVID. She was also 
excited to watch her 
granddaughter grow 
up.

Jan is survived 
by her daughter, Erin 
(Nelson) Pratt of Ann 
Arbor; her son-in-
law, Daniel Pratt; her 
granddaughter, Eleanor 
“JoJo” Pratt,  her broth-
er, Jon Nelson of Satel-
lite Beach, Florida; and 
several extended family 
members. She was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents.

A Celebration of 
Life will be held next 
summer as one of Jan's 
wishes after her diag-
nosis was for "just one 
more summer." Memo-
rial contributions may 
be made to the Chol-
angiocarcinoma Foun-
dation (www.cholan-
giocarcinoma.org) or 
to Eleanor’s Education 
Fund (www.ugifts529.
com Code: M6P-83Q) 
Arrangements were en-
trusted to Cole Funeral 
Chapel in Chelsea.

Photos courtesy of Michael Bessom

Ballet Chelsea's 
Nutcracker Perfor-
mance was holiday 
enchantment at its 
best! This annual pro-
duction, held at the 
George E. Potter Center 
in Jackson, Michigan, 
brought theatrical am-
biance to the perfor-
mance. The Nutcracker 
dazzled with gorgeous 
scenery, beautifully de-
signed costumes, and 
the colorful characters 
we all adore. 90 Danc-
ers made Tchaikovsky's 
score magical with live 
accompaniment from 
the Jackson Sympho-
ny Orchestra—a real 
Christmas Memory. 

Ballet Chelsea ex-
tends heartfelt grati-
tude to the community 

Ballet Chelsea’s 24th 
Annual Production 
of  The Nutcracker - 

a Huge Success! 

for unswaying support. 
Jean Delwiche, Direc-
tor of Business Man-
agement, shared her 
Nutcracker experience, 
"Pre-event there was a 
feeling of anxious antic-
ipation in the air. It felt 
like we shared precious 
moments experiencing 
this Christmas treasure 
together".  

Wendi DuBois, 
Artistic Director com-
mented, “This was one 
of our very best Nut-
cracker performances 
because of the height-
ened joy of being back 
on the stage. We shared 
the love of dance and 
music with our audi-
ences after a two-year 
break from fully pro-
duced live-performanc-

es”. 
The atmosphere at 

the Potter Center was 
filled with joy, from the 
small children decked 
in their holiday cloth-
ing running to take a 
peek at the musicians as 
they warmed up, to the 
audience who reacted 
to the nuances of what 
was happening on the 
stage.  The symbiotic 
relationship between 
all creative aspects of 
the production came 
together in an ethereal 
way resulting in a truly 
magical experience. The 
attendance at all three 
performances was on 
target with Ballet Chel-
sea's expectations. They 
sold all 600 Nutcracker 
ornaments throughout 

the performances! 
Next year will mark 

Ballet Chelsea’s 25th 
anniversary of The 
Nutcracker and the 5th 
year of their collabora-
tion with the Jackson 
Symphony Orchestra. 
To celebrate, Ballet 
Chelsea is planning the 
return of the beloved, 
pre-performance "Sug-
arplum Tea".

Artistic Director 
Wendi DuBois' adapta-
tion of "Little Women" 
is something to look 
forward to in the spring. 
The performance will 
be at the Potter Center 
on April 30. Mark your 
calendars. 

Ballet Chelsea is a 
relatively small studio 
that relies on the sup-
port of its friends, fol-

lowers, students, and 
donors to create world-
class productions and 
provide quality adaptive 
dance and assisted liv-
ing outreach programs. 
If anyone is interested 
in underwriting a por-
tion of production ex-

penses or donating to 
Ballet Chelsea's com-
munity-driven pro-
grams, please contact 
Jean Delwiche at jean@
balletchelsea.org.or ; 
visit the website at this 
link to learn more.
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
CONTINGENCY PLANS, SKIN RASHES, 

IMPEACHMENT AND THE SECRET SERVICE

Welp, it’s now go-
ing on four weeks or 
so since I ditched my 
crutches.

On Memori-
al Day, I foolishly 
jumped off the roof 
of my shed and frac-
tured my tibia just be-
low my left knee, torn 
my calf muscle, twist-
ed my ankle, bruised 
my heel and cracked 
a rib.

It wasn’t my best 
day.

My entire summer 
and basically fall was 
spent recuperating 
on my couch. Since 
I don’t have Elon 
Musk money, I had 
to continue to work 
— using my crutch-
es. I have a physical 
job where I walked, 
err, “crutched,” many 
miles each night. To 
say the least, it wasn’t 
a very fun time for 
me. I’ve never been 
much of a “desk guy” 
or “cube dude” but 
these past six months 
toiling on crutches 
each and every day 
have converted me — 
give me a desk job any 
day.

But it’s nice to 
not have to use my 
crutches. I’m still 
a bit gimpy getting 
around, but my ortho 
doc says I should get 
stronger with time. I 
have a few exercises 
I’m doing each day, 
along with plenty of 
stretches, to help with 

my rehabilitation, but 
I want to be better 
now. It’s frustrating.

Not that I was 
competing in mara-
thons or playing in a 
semi-pro basketball 
league prior to my in-
jury, but I think I’m 
most disappointed 
in the fact I’ll never 
be able to really run 
hard or cut sharply in 
an athletic way ever 
again. That’s kind of 
disheartening and 
a bit sobering. I’m 
certainly not 25 any-
more. I get it. I do. I 
really do now. I’ve 
never had a serious 
injury until now. Oh 
sure, I’ve fractured 
bones in my foot play-
ing basketball and 
twisted ankles and 
gotten black eyes and 
bruises playing sports 
as a young man and 
even into middle age, 
but nothing had ever 
happened that put me 
out of commission for 
six months.

I think I’ve aged 
15 years in the six 
months I was on 
crutches and relegat-
ed to my couch. “Mr 
Invincible,” which I 
thought I was phys-
ically, was — well 
— not. I never knew 
that. Now I do. I 
guess I had to learn 
sometime. It doesn’t 
make it any easier. I 
guess everyone learns 
they’re not “invinci-
ble” sooner or later. 
My time just hap-
pened later.

Being injured in 
your 50s is a hum-
bling experience. I 
have to back into sit-
ting into my vehicle. 
I have to wait a few 
minutes to position 
myself and gather 
my strength and mo-
mentum to exit my 
vehicle. Before my in-

jury, I hopped in and 
hopped out of my car 
without even think-
ing. Now, just getting 
from my back door to 
my vehicle parked in 
my driveway is akin 
to the Secret Service 
creating a contingen-
cy plan to safely get 
the president to and 
from the stage where 
he’s speaking to his 
waiting limo.

Secret Service 
Agent No. 1 (talking 
into his upturned 
wrist) — “Any visu-
al on squirrels? Can’t 
have the “columnist” 
(that’s code for me, 
the president) trip-
ping over any critters 
and re-injuring his 
leg.”

Secret Service 
Agent No. 2 (also 
talking into upturned 
wrist) — “Negative on 
squirrels, but I have 
optics on random, 
loose tree branches 
scattered all over the 
driveway.”

SSA No. 1 — 
“Dang it, man, pick 
those up ASAP, the 
“columnist” is open-
ing the back door. 
Focus. I need laser 
focus or you’re going 
to be guarding the 
“First Lady’s Colum-
nist’s” dog. Remove 
the branches. Repeat. 
Remove said branch-
es — NOW!”

SSA No. 2 — “I’m 
on it. Don’t wait for 
me!”

SSA No. 1 — “We 
are out the door. Re-
peat the “columnist” 
has left the “paper.” 
Are branches cleared? 
Any loose rocks? It’s 
raining. Could be 
slippery. What are we 
doing people? Talk to 
me!”

SSA No. 2 — 
“Branches cleared. 
No rocks. Rain is fall-

ing, but umbrella is 
open and working. 
Repeat umbrella is 
open AND working.”

SSA No. 1 — 
“Good. Good work.”

SSA No. 2 — 
“Vehicle door open. 
“Columnist” safely 
in vehicle. Seat belt 
buckled. Door is 
closed and locked.”

SSA No. 1 — 
“Whew. Okay, every-
body exhale. Good 
job people. Take a 
breather. He’s off to 
work so he won’t be 
back for another eight 
hours. But stay sharp, 
we have to be ready 
for anything...”

As I walk, I find 
myself looking much 
closer at the ground 
in front of me now. 
Any obstacle needs to 

be seen and avoided. 
Another fall or twist-
ed ankle and I’ll be in 
a whole lotta’ hurt. I 
don’t want to go down 
that path again.

So, the injured 
leg is finally healing. 
That’s the good news. 
The bad news? For the 
past two weeks I’ve 
been battling an aw-
ful skin rash on both 
arms and my face. It’s 
a mystery how I got 
this annoying thing. 
I’ve been told by med-
ical friends it’s proba-
bly due to some sort 
of allergy. But I’m not 
allergic to anything.

Well, I take that 
back. Maybe I’m “al-
lergic” to good luck, 
since these past six 
months I haven’t had 
any of it.

SSA No. 1 — “The 
“columnist” has a 
rash on his arms and 
face. Repeat, the “col-
umnist” has a rash 
on his arms and face. 
How did this happen 
people? What are we 
going to do? Hello? 
Anybody??”

SSA No. 2 — 
“Ahhh, I’ve got 
nothin’. This guy’s a 
walking disaster. I 
quit...”

Six months on 
crutches.

Four weeks off 
crutches.

Two weeks with 
annoying skin rash.

I can’t win.
Somebody im-

peach me.
The “columnist” 

gives up...
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Department 

Weekly Summary
Incident #: 21-2381

Location: 1100 block of S. Main Street

Date: December 13, 2021

Time: 2:24 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers respond-
ed to the 1100 block of 
S. Main Street for the 
report of a larceny of 
money from a cash reg-
ister. The complainant 
stated that when they 
opened the cash reg-
ister to give change to 
the first customer of 

the day, they noticed 
that all of the “startup 
cash” was missing from 
the cash register. The 
complainant stated that 
they had closed on Sat-
urday December 11th 
and knew the cash was 
in the register at that 
time. The theft was be-
lieved to have occurred 
sometime between clos-

ing time of the business 
on December 11th and 
December 13th at ap-
proximately 11:30 am. 
There were no signs 
of forced entry at the 
scene. The case remains 
open pending some in-
terviews with people 
who had access to the 
building.

Travis says, “I’ve been 
living with this play 
for years and we have 
done live readings 
and now to actually 
say, Okay, it’s going 
to happen, this script 
that we’ve been work-
ing with and dream-
ing about and laugh-
ing about and crying 
about is going to hap-
pen.”

By the time the 
curtain goes up on 
the first performance 
of “Under Ceege,” it 
will have been 679 
days since the last 
staging at The Purple 
Rose. The COVID-19 
pandemic closed The 
Purple Rose nearly 
two years ago. 

P e r f o r m a n c e s 
run from Thursday, 
January 20 through 
Saturday, March 12, 
2022. Previews, with 
reduced-price tickets, 
are available through 
Thursday, January 27. 
Opening night is Fri-
day, January 28.

Directed by Lynch 
Travis, the cast fea-
tures artists Sandra 
Love Aldridge (De-
troit) and Jonathan 
West (Allen Park). 
Set design is by Sar-
ah Pearline, proper-
ties by Danna Segrest, 
costumes by Suzanne 
Young, lighting by 
Noele Stollmack, and 
sound by Tom Wha-
len. Danna Segrest 

The Purple Rose Theatre 
Company 

opens 31st Season with 
“Under Ceege”

A World Premiere play by Jeffry 
Chastang

is the rehearsal stage 
manager. 

The production 
sponsors are Hen-
ry Ford Allegiance 
Health and Secret 
Crisis Comics. Un-
derwriting support 
for the season comes 
from the Ford Mo-
tor Company Fund, 
The Hamp Family 
Fund, The Shubert 
Foundation, Matilda 
R. Wilson Fund, the 
Michigan Council for 
Arts and Cultural Af-
fairs, and the National 
Endowment for the 
Arts. Media sponsors 
include Michigan Ra-
dio, and HOME.fm.

Ticket Informa-
tion

All performanc-
es will be held at The 
Purple Rose Theatre 
Company, 137 Park 
Street, Chelsea, Mich-
igan 48118. The per-
formance calendar 
can be found HERE.

Ticket prices 
range from $25 to $51 
with special discounts 
for students, seniors, 
teachers, members 
of the military and 
groups (12+). For 
more information or 
to make reservations 
call (734) 433-7673 or 
go to www.purplero-
setheatre.org.

Patrons attend-
ing a performance 
must comply with 
COVID-19 safety 
protocols while at The 

Purple Rose Theatre. 
This includes wearing 
a mask and showing 
proof of full vacci-
nation with a valid 
photo ID while in 
the theatre building. 
More information on 
COVID safety at The 
Purple Rose can be 
found HERE.

About The Purple 
Rose Theatre Com-
pany

Founded in 1991 
by actor, playwright, 
musician and Chelsea 
native Jeff Daniels, the 
Purple Rose Theatre 
Company is a creative 
home for original 
American plays. In 
the 168-seat theatre, 
patrons experience 
an intimate encounter 
with live theatre.

The PRTC also 
provides classes, 
readings, lectures and 
tours. It commissions 
new work from estab-
lished and early-ca-
reer playwrights. As 
a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit professional 
theatre, the PRTC op-
erates under a Small 
Professional Theatre 
agreement with the 
Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciation.

For more infor-
mation contact PRTC 
Managing Director 
Katie Hubbard at 
(734) 433-7782 x16, 
khubbard@purplero-
setheatre.org.

Incident #: 21-2412

Location: 700 block of Taylor Street

Date: December 16, 2021

Time: 6:19 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
officers responded to 
the 700 block of Taylor 
Street for the report of 
a damage to property 
and attempted larceny 
complaint. The com-
plainant stated that he 
had heard a couple of 
loud banging noises 
outside and turned the 
outside light on and 
looked out the window. 

The complainant ob-
served a subject wear-
ing dark blue or black 
pants and a red hoodie 
running in a northern 
direction. A search of 
the area did not locate 
anyone matching that 
description in the area. 
Nothing was found to 
have been taken from 
the vehicle however, 
one of the side windows 
had been broken out. It 

was reported that sev-
eral other vehicles were 
targeted in this general 
area during the same 
approximate time-
frame, in those related 
incidents there was no

reported forced en-
try and in most cases 
there was either none 
or minimal reported 
monetary loss.

Incident #: 21-2426

Location: 400 block of Chandler Street

Date: December 16, 2021

Time: 5:52 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
an officer responded to 
the 400 block of Chan-
dler Street for the re-
port of a larceny from 
auto complaint. The 
complainant stated that 
sometime between the 

evening of December 
15th and the afternoon 
of December 16th an 
unknown suspect(s) 
had gained entry into 
the garage through an 
unlocked service door. 
Once inside the garage 
the suspect(s) entered 

a vehicle and went 
through the console 
and glovebox and some 
items were taken. At the 
time of the report there 
was no information on 
a potential suspect.


