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Interview with Sue Shink:
Democratic Nominee for
State Senate, District 14

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com
I had the opportunity to speak with Sue
Shink as she campaigns for State Senate in District 14.
How has your
background prepared
you to lead?

Sue gave a little
laugh at the question.
The laugh implied,
“How has my background not prepared
me to lead.” “My
background prepared
me well.” Sue went
on to detail that she
spent four years as

county commissioner and four years as
a trustee for Northfield Township and
served as a volunteer
for many community
organizations.
She
worked for more civic
engagement, worked
on serious issues like
the dioxane plume in
Ann Arbor, fought for
more access to mental health and became
the Chair of Washtenaw County Board
of Commissioners,
leading the crisis response during Covid.
She was a part of placing the groundwork
for Washtenaw County citizens to receive
access to high-speed

internet, which is currently in the works.
What are your
priorities once elected to office?
governGood
ment for the district
first and foremost.
She always wants to
protect abortion, and
civil rights, and hold
polluters
accountable. She will address
inflation and work
to strengthen public education. There
are more things like
mental and physical health access, the
economy and worker
training, broadband
for Jackson County.
The list she gave made
continued on page 5

Shoptober #shopchelseamich
Halloween 2022
From: D&B Strategic
Marketing
Chelsea, MI: Halloween is one of the
most celebrated holidays of the year!
Love for Halloween
is
spine-chillingly strong, so during
“Shoptober” you will
find unique, creepy,
and fun Halloween
and Fall decor awaitcontinued on page 3

Legendary Bassist Tommy
Stinson Headlines CDL
Song Fest!

Story on page 7

Fill out the 5
Healthy Towns
survey for a
chance to score
Lions tickets!
From: Matt
Pegouskie
We are two weeks
into the 5 Healthy
Towns survey (5HFsurvey.com) and community members are
stepping up to the
plate. As of October
3rd, we have received
521 total responses.
Chelsea has 212 responses, Dexter 135,
Grass Lake 84, Stockbridge 51 (including
Gregory and Munith)
and Manchester 39.
Our goal is to reach
at least 250 responses
per community, and
hopefully exceed the
response rate in 2020
-Chelsea 639, Dexter
560, Manchester 519,
Grass Lake 481, and
Stockbridge 463.
5HF has a special
announcement
for
the month of October.
Anyone who com-

pletes the survey by
October 31st can enter into a drawing to
win two tickets to the
Detroit – Jacksonville
football game on December 4th. We also
have a variety of other
prizes valued at $200
or more that we will
draw when the survey
finishes on November
30th.
The survey (5HFsurvey.com) is an opportunity for you to
influence how we invest in our communities. Our Board of Directors and staff, and
your local Community Wellness Coalition,
use this information
to make funding decisions for your communities. We want to
learn what communities and demographic groups (seniors,
youth, those who are
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alone…) may need,
like nutrition, fitness,
or mental health resources. We want to
know what connects
you to your community, so we can fortify
those places and organizations. Mostly we
will learn how we can
help you stay or get
well.
We cannot get
to our goal alone. If
you or your organization uses social media, please consider
sharing the 5HFsurvey post from the 5
Healthy Towns or coalition Facebook pages. Encourage your
family and friends to
take the survey, and
help direct how we
invest in your communities. Learn more
by visiting 5healthytowns.org.
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Shoptober
#shopchelseamich
Halloween 2022

Featured Serendipity Books, Chelsea Village Flowers, Smokehouse 52 BBQ, Kitty Face. All
photos courtesy of D&B Strategic Marketing.

Featured La Maison, Bumbles Dry Goods, True North Jerky, Cottage Rabbit

➢ continued from page 1
ing you in Chelsea.
There are also several
haunts where you can
forage for food and
beverage to maintain
your vampire strength.
#shop chels eamich merchants have an
abundance of Halloween goods and treats
to carry away on your
broomstick. Ranging
from
not-your-basic witches to sweets,
indoor
scarecrows,
and outdoor pumpkins, and jack-o’-lanterns, seasonal-trendy
clothing, toys, books,
vintage goods, beautiful plants, and flowers

to enjoy throughout
the haunting season!
'Enjoy a seasonal
brew, glass of wine, or
your favorite cocktail
to ward off the werewolves, and bone-chilling air. Check out participating restaurants
at www.shopchelseamich.com for their latest
fall menus.
'Enjoy a seasonal
brew, glass of wine, or
your favorite cocktail
to ward off the werewolves, and bone-chilling air. Check out participating restaurants
at www.shopchelseamich.com for their latest
fall menus.

Featured - Withington’s, Merkel Furniture, FarmSudz, The Garden Mill

Savings in
Chelsea

Chelsea Guardian
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CHELSEA
ATHLETICS
ON THE SIDELINE:
WILLIE NELSON, OMELETTES, HANNIBAL
LECTER AND FRANKENMUTH

By Don Richter
drichter101@comcast.net
On the road again.
Just can’t wait to
get on the road again.
With all due respect to the legendary Willie Nelson,
who wrote and sang
the above two lines in
his hit single “On The

Road Again,” I have
been living the life of
a touring music performer the past few
weeks.
I’ve been traveling all over southeast
Michigan for my job
these past few weeks,
plus at the same time
going out to the west
side of the state for
a get-together with
a group of longtime
friends and driving up
to Frankenmuth for a
couple days to spend
time with family.
Whew.
It’s been quite the
few weeks behind the
wheel.

Visiting Frankenmuth, though, I must
say, was an interesting,
enjoyable and very
culinary satisfying experience. What a cool
place. I hadn’t been up
there in probably close
to 40 years. Dang, that
makes me sound old.
But in all actuality, it
really had been that
long of a time between
visits to Frankenmuth
for yours truly.
I need to go back
more often.
First off, the touristy section of the city
where I stayed and
spent all of my time
was one of the most

colorful, sumptuous,
decadent, overflowing flower-filled feasts
for the eyes I have
ever witnessed. The
whole scene felt as if
I was on some sort
of Disney set or cast
in a 1950s-era movie.
The downtown area
of Frankenmuth was
so perfect looking. I
expected to look over
my shoulder and see
Jimmy Stewart and
Donna Reed walking
arm-in-arm down the
sidewalk (kids, Google them).
I stayed at the
gorgeous
Bavarian
Inn downtown. The

The Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth.
hotel is smack dab in the Swiss Alps instead
the middle of every- of mid-Michigan.
While “Frankie,”
thing and looks like it
should be located in continued on page 6

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

JAMBOREE 2 @
OTSEGO BULLDOG
HERITAGE PARK INVITE 2022
ADRIAN
ALFORD BREAKS SCHOOL
RECORD....AGAIN!
SEPTEMBER 28, 2022
FLAT COURSE 50 DEGREES PARTLY SUNNY.

Coach Eric Swager's
10/1/2022
Comments:
We talked about
this race being a Mano
a mano Type of contest. Throw times out
the window, and just
compete on the hills!
Our individual Job
was to "beat our seed".
- finish higher than
expected. We did just
that. There were a few
crucial place shifts
in the second half of
the race that sealed
our victory. Zeb and
Bram were relentless,
beating 2 Pinckney
runners who defeated them earlier. Nick
moved up as our #4
runner, with a big
season best! We now
have the inside track
for the SEC title, and
we focus on some big
"festival-style" races
in the next few weeks.
I am thankful to be
Coach
Swager's we WILL be improved!
able to coach such a
Comments:
Iron sharpens iron,
diverse, fun group of
What a beautiful and (as Ric Flair says)
guys. Oh yeah, Conopportunity to run a -to be the man you gotnell won again.
fast course with great ta beat the man. My hat
competition. The top is off to EGR today, but
five teams in the state, there is more to this
and 10 of the top 12 story ....... .
This is a very tight,
were here! This was an
eye opener for some narrow course, and
of our younger run- with 30 full teams, I
ners, and I hope we think our back 4 runcan learn from it. We ners were not quite agwill have roughly the gressive enough in the
same competition next first mile. They were
week at Portage, and in place 100+ at the
Chelsea Guardian
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half mile mark, and
although they passed
people like crazy, it was
too far back, and - candidly - it cost us the
victory.
We now focus on
the prestigious Portage
Invite Next Saturday.
We will take the whole
team to this festival
atmosphere.
Expect
something special!
First off, Congratulations to Connell Alford, who shattered his
own school record with
a sizzling 14:53. He
took charge after 400
meters, and no one had
an answer. This places
him in the top 25 in the
nation. I am so proud
of his consistent work
ethic! He demolished
the pre-season state
favorite from Divine
Child, and looked unbeatable in the second
half of the race.
Our top 3 were outstanding, moving up
Chelsea-style
throughout the race.
Zeb recorded a lifetime
best, and Bram was
properly
aggressive
and also earned a medal. Leo had a lifetime
best, and what a learning experience for our
team.
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

SEC JAMBOREE 2 STOCKBRIDGE
MEET RESULTS INVITATIONAL

HERITAGE PARK, ADRIAN
STOCKBRIDGE JR/SR
- SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 HIGH SCHOOL, MICHIGAN
- OCTOBER 1, 2022

(50S/60S - SUNNY AND BREEZY)

In an incredibly hard fought race
Wednesday night the
Chelsea women came
up one place shy of winning the second SEC
Jamboree. The way the
team ran as a whole,
worked together, and
pushed themselves indi-

vidually was impressive
to watch. Natalia and
Sam Bieber led the team
again with Lauren’s season best run bringing
her across the line third
for Chelsea. Christina,
Rory, and Mireille all
had huge PRs and Seren,
Sam Dark, and Cyprus

all earned season best
times. Chelsea is currently second place in
the conference - one
point behind Adrian. If
the team keeps focused
and continues to work
hard, the SEC title is in
their reach at the Championships October 20th!

The Stockbridge Invitational is a flat, fast
course and the Chelsea Women's Cross
Country Team used
that course to turn out
some amazing performances Saturday. The
Varsity team earned a
second place trophy in
a field of 16. The Junior
Varsity team took first
place out of five teams
with Brooke running

alone out front to win
the race. Natalia led
the varsity team coming in 9th out of 127
runners. Lauren, Julia, Christina, Mireille,
Cyprus, and Rory all
ran PRs. Trilian, Seren,
Marah, Sam Dark, and
Audra ran season bests
and almost every person on the team earned
a medal for their race.
The team now has two

solid weeks of training
ahead of them with the
Father Gabriel Richard Invitational October 15th as their next
chance to test their
speed in competition.
This team’s work ethic
continues to pay dividends, so we expect to
see some great performances in two weeks!

with
Bestmaze Corn Maze Interview
Sue Shink:
FINAL
SEASON
A cross state gas pipeline project will put an Democratic
end to Mid Michigan’s favorite corn maze.

From: Mark
Benjamin owner and
designer of Bestmaze
mark@bestmaze.com
After 22 years of
operation along I-96
in Williamston, Bestmaze will cease to exist after this season. A
$550 million pipeline
project going from
Chelsea to Ovid will
cross the farm in 2023
and take out the maze’s
parking lot. A 14 feet
wide by 8 feet deep
trench will cut a mile
long gash through the
owners farm to install
the new 36” diameter
pipe and make operation of maze impractical for 2023 and
2024. So this is your
last chance to conquer
a favorite fall activity of Mid-Michigan.
Opening the 2022 season on Friday Sept. 16
the maze will run until Oct. 30. The mazes ticket booth will be

open Friday night’s
6-10 pm, Saturday
1-10pm and Sundays
1-8pm. New this year
will be an onsite app to
track your progress via
your phone. A “fog”
will cover the map and
disappear as you walk
down the paths revealing where you have
been but not the paths
ahead of you.
Bestmaze opened
in 2001 with a Great
Lakes Theme carving
a lighthouse, freighter,
and hot air balloon into
the maze. Other years
they carved themes
of space, dinosaurs,
Smokey Bear turning 75, Cruise ships,
knights and dragons,
The Wild West, King
Tut, Pirates, Under the
Sea, and more. For the
final maze theme Bestmaze is going out with
a roar, VIKINGS! People will enter the maze
and enter the Viking
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Longship, then off
through the maze to
find Odin’s Raven, the
Viking with his sword
and shield. Then into
the three triangles and
Thor's Hammer before exiting. Customers told the owners to
change their name to
Bestmaze during the
first year of operation. The maze won
several public “favorites” voting events for
mazes over the years.
Bestmaze is unique
because they have underground drainage
and also hand rake all
the trails to shed water.
Even after a heavy rain
the trails are not muddy while other mazes
are a mud bog. The
maze is designed and
installed by the owner;
not hired out to an out
of state company that
cuts mazes all over the
nation.
Upon news spread-

ing on Facebook of the
last season, past guests
are already sending
messages of sorrow
to hear the maze will
end.
Bestmaze has
been a fall tradition
for families as well as a
surprising number of
first dates. The maze
has also been the scene
of a few marriage
proposals, family reunions, office parties,
birthday parties, youth
groups and college
events . Many say they
are making a special
effort to attend this
year for one last tour
through their favorite
corn maze. Customers are encouraged to
see
www.bestmaze.
com for more info.
A new food truck
will be onsite and all
food truck profits will
fund the truck to become a traveling soup
kitchen for areas hungry this winter.
October 7, 2022

Nominee for
State Senate,
District 14

➢ continued from page 1
me feel tired and I am
not tasked with trying
to address and solve
these issues.
How can constituents learn more about
you?
“I have a website
at www.votesueshink.
com it has a contact
portal.” She gave me
her personal phone
number to put in the
paper as well, even
though I asked multiple times if she was
sure. She said everyone that called had
a real question, she
was happy to answer
and she’s happy to get
to know her constituents. If you want
to know where Sue
stands on an issue or
have a question you

need to be answered
before making a decision with confidence,
you can call Sue at
(734)709-6223.
I asked Sue if
there’s anything else
she’d like people to
know. She stated that
she’s running to serve,
to do what the district
needs done and to listen to people in our
community. She understands the needs
of the community
and is prepared to address them at the state
level.
If you are running
for office and would
like to be interviewed
for
The
Chelsea
Guardian, email me
at anbingham@gmail.
com.
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ON THE SIDELINE:
WILLIE NELSON, OMELETTES, HANNIBAL
LECTER AND FRANKENMUTH

➢ continued from page 4
as my sister calls Frankenmuth, is a feast
for the eyes, it’s also
certainly and without doubt a feast for
the stomach. I swear
I gained 10 pounds
during the two days I
spent in the “‘Muth,”
as I call it.
One of the largest
meals I had in Frankenmuth was a chicken dinner (is there
anything else?) at
Zehnder’s Restaurant.
World famous for
their chicken dinners,
Zehnder’s did not disappoint. Oh man, I
couldn’t stop eating.
The food was so delicious. To make me
stop inhaling pieces
of chicken after pieces
of chicken after pieces of chicken, etc., the
staff at Zehnder’s was
forced to take drastic
measures. Like Hannibal Lecter, in the
movie “Silence of the
Lambs,” the waitstaff
at Zehnder’s had to
place a mask over my
mouth and strap me
to a dolly and wheel
me out of the restaurant before finally releasing me to my family waiting outside by
the car. Sadly, I don’t
think I’m allowed to
return.
On my last day in

the “‘Muth,” I stopped
in to check out Bronner’s. Dubbed as one of
the largest, year-round
Christmas-themed
attractions in the
world, Bronner’s certainly lived up to that
boast. With temperatures outside in the
80s and blue, sunny
skies above, the atmosphere of Bronner’s
still felt like Christmastime in December
as Christmas tunes
blared throughout the
parking lot and inside
the place itself. With
every
conceivable
Christmas
decoration and themed item
imaginable
lining
shelves upon shelves
upon shelves in a football-field sized building, Bronner’s was
amazing.
On the way home,
just before turning
onto the freeway, I
decided after all the
walking I did at Bronner’s that I was hungry. I gazed to my
right and saw the sign
for Tony’s Restaurant.
I had completely forgotten that Tony’s was
nearby Frankenmuth
in the neighboring
town of Birch Run. I
had eaten there multiple times before returning from other
trips not associated
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with “Frankie.” Tony’s
is known statewide
for its LARGE SERVINGS of food. And
I mean LARGE. So
LARGE that my farmer’s omelette was made
with NINE EGGS.
The omelette was as
large as a couch pillow. After getting over
the initial shock and
awe of the mammoth
monstrosity of an omelette heavily plopped
down in front of me,
I proceeded to de-

vour it completely in
a fairly easy fashion. I
haven’t yet figured out
what that actually says
about me.
Either way, it’s
been a crazy, funfilled whirlwind of a
few weeks recently.
On the road again.
Just can’t wait to
get on the road again.
I just need a nap
first.
And a larger pair
of jeans…

October 7, 2022

The super-sized, nine-egg omelette at Tony’s
Restaurant.
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Legendary Bassist Tommy Stinson
Headlines CDL Song Fest!
➢ continued from page 1
From: Virginia
Krueger
Chelsea District
Library (CDL) is
thrilled to announce
that CDL Song Fest
returns on Saturday,
October 22. This annual celebration of
the art and craft of
songwriting begins
at 1pm with a Teen
Showcase featuring
local teen music acts
in the CDL Reading
Garden. The showcase will feature the
bands WildChildz,
Wicked Cricket, the
Jazz Project, the UFO

Factory, and individual artist performances. Following
the showcase, musicians of all ages can
hone their skills at a
songwriting workshop in the McKune Room led by
seasoned songwriter Judy Banker. Described as “…one of
the brightest stars on
the acoustic music
scene” by PULP online and “a monster
singer-songwriter”
by SEMIBluegrass,
Judy Banker is known
for her hook-driven
songs with intensely

personal, evocative
lyrics, and her singular, expressive voice.
The Fest culminates
at 7pm at Robin hills
Farms with a performance and in-depth
interview with headliner Tommy Stinson.
Tommy Stinson’s
musical career path
is a fascinating story
that he shared in an
interview with CDL’s
Chris Berggren and
board member Gary
Munce: At eleven years old, Tommy picked up a bass
guitar in his brother Bob’s room. Bob

asked if he wanted
to learn how to play
it and Tommy answered, “Sure.” He
later attempted to
change his mind, realizing the strings hurt
his fingers, but Bob
needed a bass player
for his neighborhood
band, and so he was
able, through bribery and coaxing, to
get Tommy to stick to
it. “Which obviously was a savior of my
life,” Tommy admits.
“I’d already been to
jail like three times…
so I was really going
down a bad path.”

And what an incredible turn Stinson’s path took—the
neighborhood band
that began in 1979 in
the Stinson home in
South Minneapolis
evolved into one of
the most popular alternative bands of the
1980s—the Replacements. Stinson was
only fourteen years
old when he started
touring the country
performing.
After
their famous breakup
in 1991, Stinson’s career continued with
solo recordings and
time spent perform-

ing with Bash & Pop,
Guns N’ Roses, Soul
Asylum, and currently Cowboys in the
Campfire.
Hear more of
Stinson’s
musical
journey in an indepth interview with
ann arbor 107one’s
Martin Bandyke and
a live performance
in the Prairie House
at Robin Hills Farm
on Saturday, October
22 at 7pm. All CDL
Song Fest events are
free of admission and
open to the public.

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
Grant Announcement
On June 6, 2022,
the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
formally approved a
grant for
$3,500,000
in
matching funds to

the Huron Waterloo
Pathways Initiative
(HWPI) to further
develop non-motorized trails throughout Southeast Michigan. The grant, which
was broken into two
sections of funding,
is the largest grant
awarded to-date to
HWPI. Funds will be
distributed over the
next three years and

Chelsea Guardian

will be matched by a
combination of public dollars and private
funding raised by
HWPI.
$1,500,000 of the
overall grant will be
put towards construction of new sections of the Border
To Border Trail (B2B
Trail) in Washtenaw
County. The current
B2B Trail consists

of
approximately
35 non-continuous
miles throughout the
county. When complete, the B2B Trail
will span a continuous 43.9 miles from
one end of the county to the other. These
funds will play a significant role in closing the nearly 10-mile
gap and completing
the trail in the coming years.
remaining
The
$2,000,000 of the
grant will go towards
development of a new
segment of the Iron
Belle Trail (IBT) in
Van Buren Township,
which broke ground
this week. This section of trail will
connect to the easternmost edge of the
B2B Trail in Ypsilanti
Township in Washtenaw County, and
extend into Van Buren Park, through the
city of Belleview, and
eventually into the
Lower Huron Metropark. This project
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will be operated and
owned by Van Buren
Township and Wayne
County, with significant
consultation
and partnership from
HWPI and Washtenaw County Parks and
Recreation Commission (WCPARC).
HWPI would like
to thank the Ralph
C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation for their tremendous support of
our project, and continued leadership in
bettering the Southeast Michigan community. We deeply
appreciate the trust
that the Board of Directors, President and
CEO Dave Egner, and
Director of the Parks
and Trails Initiative,
JJ Tighe, have placed
in us through this
grant.
For
additional
information
about
HWPI please visit our
website at: huron-waterloo-pathways.org
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Jeff
Hardcastle,
HWPI Board Chair
- Tel: 734-604-0017,
jdh@hardwoodsolutions.com
Kiff Hamp, HWPI
Executive Director,
Tel:
734-276-9723
kiffhamp@huron-waterloo-pathways.org
ABOUT HWPI:
Our mission is to
facilitate the development of non-motorized recreational
pathways and to help
link Michigan’s growing network of trails.
We are working in
partnership with the
WCPARC to complete the Border To
Border Trail and realize our vision of
healthy, active and
connected communities.
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Curiouser Clay & Washtenaw Technical
Middle College Awarded Grant

From: Eli Zemper
curiouserclay@
gmail.com
Owner of Curiouser Clay, Eli Zemper,
and Washtenaw Technical Middle College
have been awarded a
grant of $13,990 from
the State of Michigan Arts and Culture
Council (MACC) to
fund a year-long artist-in-residence program called Storytelling in Clay. The grant
was awarded through
the MACC peer review
process and was one
of 639 applications to
compete for MACC
fiscal year 2023 funding.
Schools receiving
a MACC grant award
are required to match
those funds with their
own resources and
funding. WTMC has
always received significant volunteer support from the staff and
community. Kyle Linford is the director of
this year-long creative
project with administrative assistance from
Christine Williams.
Storytelling
Through Clay is a
year-long, three-part
campus art project at
Washtenaw Technical
Middle College. Eli
Zemper, owner of Curiouser Clay, a mobile
community clay workshop provider based
in Chelsea, is the artist- in-residence and

lead facilitator for this
project.
In part one, students will read excerpts
from Amy Krouse
Rosenthal’ Encyclopedia of An Ordinary
Life. Students will author a series of creative
writings based on their
own “ordinary” lives
and will learn about
creative language elements, storytelling,
and structures. Students will share their
writing through readalouds and peer editing exercises.
In part two, students will develop one
of their stories into a
podcast script. After
writing these scripts,
students will record
their stories and edit
them on sound-editing
software. By the end
of part two, students
will have a polished
three-to-five-minute
storytelling
podcast
that features a story
about their own “ordinary life”. Students will
download these MP4s
and they will be assigned a QR code that
will be used at the end
of the project.
In part three, students will create ceramic sculptures that
either realistically or
symbolically depict an
aspect of their story.
Students will learn how
to use clay as a medium to visually express
content, theme, and
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emotion.
Completed sculptures will be
placed around campus.
The culmination of
the project will include
a campus sculpture
walk that leads participants to sculptures
around campus. Each
sculpture will have a
QR code that connects
the viewer with the
podcast so viewers can
enjoy the storytelling
podcast while viewing
the sculpture.
This artist-in-residence program is designed to complement
the work in BASE.
WTMC’s
teaching
model is somewhat
unique among schools
in Michigan. In the
course of their time at
WTMC, students will
earn a high school diploma as well as a technical certificate and/
or a 2-year associate’s
degree in a variety of
fields.
Because of this
shortened/intensified
academic
timeline,
students are assigned
to a small group called
BASE (Better Accounting for Student Efforts)
which includes a faculty advisor who is responsible for helping
students create their
Education Development Plan (EDP) and
guiding each student
through their academic career and transition from high school
courses at WTMC
to college courses at
Washtenaw Community College.
This advisor works
closely with students
throughout their time
at WTMC. BASE is
designed to be small,
close-knit groupings
of students in order to
help students attend
to their emotional
well-being as well as
academic achievement
and college and career
preparation.
Participation
in
BASE is an important
ingredient in students’
academic and social/
emotional growth. Because student wellness
is a priority at WTMC,

BASE has an in-person component once a
week on Mondays from
10-11am. During this
time, students work
on a BASE curriculum
that addresses academic concerns such as
college readiness and
improving/achieving
scores for prerequisite
college placement tests
in reading and writing
as well as emphasizing
the soft skills of resilience and self-advocacy.
The
Storytelling
Through Clay project
is intended to strengthen this social-emotional work and provide
deeper
foundations
for authentic peerto-peer connections.
An additional benefit of this multi-disciplinary project is that
it also connects to and
strengthens curricular
work in English and
art.
Two of WTMC’s
top school improvement goals are fostering positive school
culture and supporting
student mental health
and wellness. It’s no
secret that engagement
in the arts, particularly making things with
others, helps foster
community connectedness and mental
well-being. According
to Americans for the
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Arts “just 30 minutes
of active arts activities
daily may lower anxiety and depression and
increase life satisfaction.”
Learning
about
yourself through creative writing and reflection helps deepen
your
understanding
of yourself and your
connection to others.
Learning about each
others’ stories helps to
build deeper understanding and tolerance
of difference within
communities. Working with clay has a relaxing/meditative effect, and planning and
completing an idea in
clay leads to a sense
of
accomplishment.
Additionally, having a
school-wide year-long
art inquiry provides
a shared experience
and an easily accessed
touch-point for students to start and con-

tinue
conversations
around and connect
with one another.
The MACC peer
review process allows
for each grant application to be competitively considered by a
panel of in-state and
out-of-state arts and
culture professionals.
This ensures the taxpayers, who support
this project through
legislative appropriations, and all other
visitors or residents
in Michigan will have
access to the highest
quality arts and cultural experiences.
A complete list of
grant awards around
the state is available by
contacting MCACA
at (517) 241-4011, or
by visiting the MACC
website at www.michigan.gov/arts.
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Partner With Us: October 8 - 17
Ballet Chelsea’s 2022 Fundraising Campaign

From: D&B
Strategic Marketing
Ballet Chelsea is
launching their third
annual Digital Fundraising
Campaign,
Partner With Us, running from October 8
through October 17.
This campaign is a
critical component to
Ballet Chelsea’s financial viability as a non
profit arts organization.
If you value the
arts in our community please consider
making a donation to
Ballet Chelsea during
their Partner With Us
campaign
running
October 8-17, Text
BALLETCHELSEA
to 44-321, follow the
link, and help Ballet Chelsea remain
dancing for the years
to come!
Since 2020, Ballet Chelsea has raised
$72,500 with an impressive 72% raised
by studio dancers.
This year’s Partner
With Us fundraising
goal is $35,000. Ballet Chelsea is sharing
a small portion of
the proceeds with the
Chelsea High School
Alumni Arbor, giving back to the community that supports
them.
Ballet Chelsea has
established itself as
a multifaceted arts
organization within
Southeast Michigan.
Through hard work
and generous community support, the
nonprofit
organization continues to
provide high caliber
dance training, arts
education, and performance opportunities to students from
many mid-Michigan

communities.
Ballet Chelsea is
devoted to raising
funds to provide financial aid and scholarship to make dance
accessible for all.
Ballet Chelsea provides over $20,000 in
scholarships and class
discounts to its students each year. They
have also developed
an Adaptive Dance
Program (ADP) to
provide free therapeutic, and inclusive programming to
dancers who may not
otherwise have the
opportunity to dance.
The ADP classes are
free thanks to numerous
individual
donors and corporate
sponsors including
the 5 Healthy Towns
Foundation, Ann Arbor Area Community
Foundation, Chelsea
Community Foundation, The Wilkinson Foundation, and
Community Foundation for Southeast
Michigan. Over 350
students and 40 aides
move with Ballet
Chelsea’s ADP Program.
Community outreach performances
and events include
the University of
Michigan Gift of Arts,
Chelsea pre-schools
and middle schools,
Chelsea Retirement
Community,
Towsley Memory Care,
John Ganton Countryside Grand, and
Silver Maples of Chelsea. Ballet Chelsea
also performs during
Sounds & Sights on
Thursday Nights, and
at the Chelsea District
Library and in the
summer of 2022 the
launched a free series

of community classes
downtown Chelsea at
Palmer Commons.
Wendi DuBois,
Ballet Chelsea Artistic Director, shared
her
sentiments:
“Ballet Chelsea has
learned to work on
and through multiple platforms and remains committed to
growing our community connections into
the future. Our commitment to excellence
in dance education
for all who wish to
dance remains at the
forefront of our mission. Ballet Chelsea’s
deep investment into
the communities we
serve will continue
to result in access to
movement and music
for all.”
This year marks
an incredible milestone for the organization, Ballet Chelsea
will be celebrating
their 25th Anniversary production of The
Nutcracker with four

Ballet Chelsea’s Adaptive Dance Program, April 2022.
performances
this
December. Since Ballet Chelsea’s first production in 1997, The
Nutcracker continues
to fill hearts and souls
with a magical holiday experience.

Ballet
Chelsea
needs your support!
If you value the arts
in our community
please consider making a donation by
going to balletchelsea.org, or as part of

the Partner With Us
campaign
running
October 8-17, Text
BALLETCHELSEA
to 44-321, follow the
link, and help them
remain dancing for
the years to come!

A moment from Mother Ginger in Ballet Chelsea’s The Nutcracker,
performed by artists of Ballet Chelsea’s Performance Company with
musicians from the Jackson Symphony Orchestra.

Ballet Chelsea’s, free, outdoor recreational
class, summer 2022
Chelsea Guardian
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Obituaries
Douglas Sprague

Douglas
Neil
Sprague of Canton,
Georgia passed away
on Sunday, September
11, 2022 at Northside
Hospital Cherokee at
the age of 76.
Douglas was born
in Ann Arbor, Michigan on May 22, 1946,
the only child of Graham Ernest and Helen Louise (Schweinfurth) Sprague. He
graduated from Chelsea High School in
1964 and went on to
graduate from Michigan State University
in 1968 with a Bachelor's Degree in Marketing, where he was a
member of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity.
He married his
college love, Nancy
Roseberry, in 1969 in
Saginaw, Michigan.
They were married for
52 years.
Douglas proudly served his country
in the United States
Air Force from 19691973. He was stationed at Minot Air
Force base in Minot,
North Dakota and
spent his last year
overseas in Seoul,
South Korea.

Douglas
loved
providing for his family, spending his entire
35-year professional
career in the automotive industry. From
1973-1977 his father,
Graham E. Sprague,
was his mentor at
Sprague Buick-OldsOpel, Inc., in Chelsea,
Michigan. From 1977
until his retirement
in 2008, he worked
in various sales management
positions
for American Honda,
Isuzu, Kia, and Suzuki. Douglas resided in
five states including
Michigan, North Carolina, Illinois, Florida,
and Georgia. He was
especially proud that
his many automotive industry contacts
were also his lifelong
friends.
Douglas remained
active in retirement,
planning
family
cruises and traveling
the world. He enjoyed
playing tennis, pickleball, golf, bridge, and
pinochle at Soleil Laurel Canyon in Canton,
Georgia. He was also
an avid reader.
Douglas was preceded in death by his
parents; his maternal
aunt and uncle, Doris
S. and Clifford "Pete"
Wilson of Eaton Rapids, Michigan; and
several cousins.
Surviving are his
wife, Nancy (Roseberry) Sprague of Canton, Georgia; his sons,
Matthew Sprague of

Los Gatos, California;
Steven Sprague, and
his wife Meredith;
two granddaughters,
Juliana and Emily
Sprague; two grandsons, Alan and Graham Sprague, all of
Roswell, Georgia; his
brother-in-law, Donald Roseberry, and his
wife Carolyn, of Birch
Run, Michigan; one
nephew, Greg Roseberry, and his wife
Leena; two grandnephews, Noah and
Cameron
Roseberry, all of Ann Arbor,
Michigan; and many
more family members
and friends. Douglas
was a supportive husband and father, and
a beloved pop-pop,
uncle, and brother-inlaw.
The family wishes to thank the
Northside Hospital
Cherokee doctors and
nurses for their loving care of Douglas.
The family will gather at a future date for
a private interment at
Oak Grove Cemetery
in Chelsea, Michigan.
Memorial contributions may be made
in Douglas Sprague's
name to the American Cancer Society.
"The function of a
man is to live, not to
exist. I shall not waste
my days in trying to
prolong them. I shall
use my time."
~ Jack London,
American Novelist

Chelsea Police
Department
Weekly
Summary
No News to Report this Week

CHELSEA BULLDOGS
FOOTBALL

BULLDOGS SHUTOUT YPSILANTI

Photos By Crystal Meads

Chelsea Guardian
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From: Josh Lucas
The Bulldogs defeated Ypsilanti 44-0
on Friday September
30.
“We had a 35-0
lead at the end of the
first half. Great team
defense and everyone
got involved on offense. We were able to
play all of our guys on
our team and many of
our sophomore guys
got to play in the 4th
quarter,” stated head
coach Lucas.
The Bulldogs host
Tecumseh
Friday
night at home for the
SEC White league title.
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