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From: Joan Gaughan
Readers familiar 

with the Adult Learn-
ers Institute know 
that an ALI Kick Off 
does not require a 
football, referees or 
a helmet. The only 
thing required is cu-
riosity and a means 
of getting to the 
McKune Room at 
the Chelsea District 
Library, 221 S. Main 

Adult Learners 
Institute Announces 

its Fall Kick Off
Street in Chelsea, at 
10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
August 15. Comfort-
able chairs among 
friendly people as 
well as refreshments 
will be provided as 
you meet ALI Board 
members and the in-
structors who will be 
describing the classes 
they will be teaching 
at various locations 
throughout the area. 

This Fall term 
there will be classes in 
astronomy, Peru, Ko-
rea, folklore, vintage 
baseball, immigrants 
and the Border Patrol, 
ghost stories, climate 
change, Paris, foren-
sics, Chinese and Jap-
anese painting, local 
architecture, music of 
all kinds, Daniel Kish 
who is an expert on 
 continued on page 8

Sounds & Sights Festival

Story and more photos on page 6 Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski
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FROM: BARRY 
LONIK 
TOWNSHIP LAND 
PROTECTION 
CONSULTANT  
(734) 223-2321

The Webster Town-
ship Farmland and 
Open Space Preserva-
tion Program recently 
closed on a conserva-
tion easement purchase 
from Janice Schwarck.  

The property is just 
shy of 80 acres in size 
with frontage on the 
north side of Barker 
Rd. and the east side of 
Merrill Rd.  It is com-
prised almost entirely 
of prime and locally 
important agricultural 
soils that are used for 
hay and pasture, along 
with six acres of wet-
lands.  The property is 
close to Independence 
Lake County Park 
and the University of 
Michigan Mud Lake 
Bog research area.  The 

WEBSTER TOWNSHIP 
COMPLETES LAND 

PRESERVATION 
PROJECT

conservation easement 
ensures that the land 
will never be developed 
but it remains in private 
ownership and is not 
open to the public.

The Schwarck fami-
ly purchased this prop-
erty in the early 1950s.  
Patriarch Maxwell 
Schwarck was a black-
smith who used the 
land for cattle and hors-
es.  For many years the 
farm has been a cattle 
operation with cows on 
pasture and fed by hay 
grown on the property.

Conservation ease-
ments are permanent 
deed restrictions on 
the use of a property.  
Purchasing easements 
costs less than buying 
the property, and keeps 
the property on the tax 
rolls and contributing 
to the local economy.

In addition to Web-
ster Township’s ded-
icated land preserva-

tion millage, funding 
support was supplied 
by the Washtenaw 
County Natural Area 
Preservation Program 
and the federal Agri-
cultural Conservation 
Easement Program.  
Webster’s share was 9% 
of the appraised value 
purchase price.

Webster Town-
ship’s land preserva-
tion program is funded 
by a dedicated millage 
which voters passed 
initially in 2005 and 
renewed twice, all by 
large margins.  The 
Township has attract-
ed over $14 million of 
matching funds from 
other sources, a rate 
of over $5 to $1 of its 
own.  With this project 
the Township program 
has been involved in 
protecting 2,538 acres, 
with more projects set 
to close in the coming 
months.  
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Savings in
Chelsea

From: Lisa French
Senior living or-

ganization Brio Liv-
ing Services, former-
ly United Methodist 
Retirement Com-
munities (UMRC) & 
Porter Hills, is proud 
to announce that it 
has been named to 
the Summer 2023 list 
of Best and Brightest 
Companies to Work 
For® in the Nation by 
the National Associa-
tion for Business Re-
sources (NABR). Brio 
Living Services was 
also among the Top 
101 Highest Scoring 
Winners for the Na-
tional program. This 
is in addition to its 
recognition earlier 
this spring as a Best 
and Brightest Com-
pany to Work For® 

Local Senior Living Organization Recognized 
Among the Top Employers in the U.S.

Brio Living Services Named a Best and Brightest Company to Work 
For® in the Nation

in West Michigan, 
an honor Brio Living 
Services has earned 
for twenty-one con-
secutive years, and 
Best and Brightest 
ELITE Medium Busi-
ness in West Michi-
gan.  

This national pro-
gram honors organi-
zations that “display 
a commitment to 
excellence in opera-
tions and employee 
enrichment,” accord-
ing to a press release 
by NABR: “The Best 
and Brightest is a 
powerful communi-
ty of the nation’s elite 
leaders who share 
ideas, practices, and 
have proven they are 
employers of choice. 
This designation is a 
great recruitment tool 
to attract and retain 
talent.”  

The Summer Best 
and Brightest Nation-
al winners included 
137 organizations 
nationwide out of 
1,100 nominations. 

Winning organiza-
tions were assessed 
by an independent 
research firm that 
reviews a number of 
key measures such 
as compensation and 
benefits, employee 
education and devel-
opment, recruitment 
and retention, em-
ployee achievement 
and recognition, and 
work-life blend to 
name a few. NABR 
identifies best hu-
man resource prac-
tices and provides 
benchmarking for 
companies, like Brio 
Living Services, that 
continue to be leaders 
in employment stan-
dards.

“We are thrilled to 
receive recognition, 
as not only a Best and 
Brightest organiza-
tion in West Michigan 
for the twenty-first 
year in a row, but also 
a Best and Bright-
est organization in 
the nation,” said Brio 
Living Services Chief 

Human Resources 
Officer Michelle Hen-
derson. “This honor 
is a direct reflection 
of our team members 
at Brio Living Ser-
vices who help deliver 
on our mission each 
day: Welcoming all, 
partnering together, 
enriching lives. We 
could not be more 
proud of this designa-
tion and of our dedi-
cated team members 
who work tirelessly to 
improve the lives of 
older adults.”  

“Those companies 
that made the list of 
Best and Brightest 
Companies to Work 
For®, as well as those 
companies that con-
tinue to make the list, 
are truly remarkable,” 
said Jennifer Kluge, 
President and CEO of 
NABR and The Best 
and Brightest Pro-
gram. “Given today’s 
need for talent, reten-
tion of talent, and the 
further issues relat-
ed to the pandemic, 

these companies have 
proven they are supe-
rior to market condi-
tions. They are elite 
thinkers, and this 
honor demonstrates 
their commitment to 
excellence.” 

This year’s Best 
and Brightest Com-
panies to Work For® 
in the Nation winners 
will be honored at the 
in-person 2023 Best 
and Brightest Na-
tional Summit held 
on September 27-28 
in Detroit, Michigan, 
as well as featured in 
the online edition of 
Corp! Magazine and 
in the Wall Street 

Journal.
To learn more 

about the Best and 
Brightest Compa-
nies to Work For® 
program, visit thebe-
standbrightest.com.  
For more informa-
tion about Brio Liv-
ing Services, go to 
MyBrio.org or visit 
MyBrioCareers.org to 
join our team in a job 
you’ll love.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Sounds and Sights 
2023 wrapped up the 
weekend of July 28.  The 
weather did not initial-
ly look like it would 
cooperate for the chalk 
contest and exhibition, 
but the rain cleared 
and the sun showed for 
the artists. The artists 
created their master-
pieces in the parking 
lot adjacent to Palm-
er Commons, while 
Palmer Commons fea-
tured the Kid’s Zone.   

Sounds & Sights Festival

Across the street on the 
lawn of the library was 
the artist's market, and 
down the road was the 
food court. 

We arrived as what 
appeared to be profes-
sional chalk artists cre-
ated work outside the 
contest.   My daughter 
squealed with delight 
to see Taylor Swift’s 
face coming to life.   
We walked through 
the parking lot adja-
cent to Palmer Field 
and admired the work 
of impressive local art-
ists.   Some were still 

completing work.  As 
we headed toward the 
kids zone, we saw an 
opportunity to vote for 
our favorite artist. My 
daughter  selected a 
magical sea turtle list-
ed under, “adult 2,” as 
her favorite.  I agreed 
with her choice.  It was 
beautiful.  We headed 
to the kids zone and I 
immediately felt over-
whelmed by the num-
ber of people and the 
amount of excitement.  
There were booths 
with fun activities and 
things to buy like  pick-

ing a rubber duck for a 
prize at the co-op pre-
school booth, balloon 
animals, snow cones, 
hot dogs and lemon-
ade.   Culver's hosted 
a quarter toss in which 
my daughter won 3 
custards!  Our day 
was made.  She kicked 
a board in half at the 
ATA Chelsea booth 
and enjoyed the inflat-
able bounce houses.  

We headed across 
the street to the artist 
market and browsed 
paintings, wind chimes 
and tie dye clothing 

. Finally we headed 
to check out the food 
court to see what types 
of tasty options were 
available.   There were 
elephant ears,  burg-
ers, and plenty of great 
options in the food 
court.  Though I did 
not stay for their social 
tent or music, Sounds 
and Sights was an ex-
cellent, well organized 
event.   We had a great 
time on a Thursday 
evening and on the big 
finale events.  As a per-
son who grew up with 
the Art Fair, Sounds 

and Sights is much less 
stressful, easier to park 
and kid friendly.   My 
impression was it was 
an event hosted by a 
warm, friendly close 
knit community. We 
were excited to learn 
later  Adult # 2 won  
Best in show, Best use 
of color, and People’s 
Choice. Congratula-
tions to Chelsea’s own 
Aaron Turek  for a 
resounding win this 
Sounds and Sights. We 
thought your turtle 
was beautiful! 
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CHELSEACHELSEA
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SCHEDULE 2023
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly Summary

 ➢ continued from page 1

Incident #: 23-2905

Location: 200 block of Jefferson St.

Date: July 25, 2023

Time: 4:58 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
officers were dispatched 
to the 200 block of Jef-
ferson Street for the 
report of an indecent 
exposure complaint. 
The complainant called 
and reported that he 
was working in the 
200 block of Jefferson 
St. when he observed 

a white male, approx-
imately 20-30 years 
old expose himself 
while driving down the 
street. The complainant 
stated that the suspect 
was driving a black 
in color Toyota Prius 
and was heading East 
down Jefferson Street. 
The complainant stat-
ed that as the suspect 

vehicle approached, the 
complainant noted that 
both front windows 
were rolled down and 
the suspect could be 
seen exposing his gen-
itals through the driv-
er’s side window. The 
case remains open and 
is under active investi-
gation.

Incident #: 23-2986

Location: E. Old US 12 X N. Freer Rd.

Date: July 30, 2023

Time: 1:20 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer observed 
a vehicle turn onto E. 
Old US 12 from S. Main 
Street. The officer ac-
tivated his stationary 
radar and determined 
that the vehicle was 
driving in excess of the 
posted speed limit. The 
officer followed and 
stopped the vehicle for 
the speeding violation 
a short distance down 
the road. Upon making 
contact with the driver 

the officer noted that 
there was an odor of 
alcohol coming from 
the vehicle. The officer 
asked the driver if he 
had consumed any al-
cohol this evening and 
the driver stated that 
he had not. The driver 
was asked if he would 
perform some stan-
dard field sobriety tests 
to determine if he was 
under the influence of 
alcohol and said that he 
would. After complet-
ing the standard field 

sobriety tests, it was de-
termined that the driv-
er was under the in-
fluence of alcohol and 
suspected of being over 
the legal limit. The sus-
pect, a 41-year-old Ann 
Arbor man was placed 
under arrest. The case 
remains open pend-
ing laboratory analysis 
by the Michigan State 
Police Crime Lab and 
warrant review by the 
Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment is closing 
Sugarloaf Lake Beach 
in Waterloo Recre-
ation Area and Inde-
pendence Lake Beach 
due to high levels of 
E. coli bacteria. Sug-
arloaf Lake Beach is 
in Lyndon Township 
at 500 Loveland Rd, 
Chelsea. Independence 
Lake Beach is located 
at Independence Lake 
County Park, 3200 Jen-
nings Rd, Whitmore 
Lake.

The high levels 
were detected through 
routine testing done at 
public bathing beach-
es during the summer 
months. The closure is 
effective immediate-
ly and will remain in 
effect until follow-up 
tests show the levels 
are considered safe for 
swimming.

Although the pub-
lic beaches at Sugarloaf 
Lake and Indepen-
dence Lake are closed 
to swimming, other 
forms of recreation 

Advisory: Washtenaw 
County Beach Closures

Sugarloaf Lake & 
Independence Lake beaches 

closed for swimming
that do not involve 
body contact with the 
water, like fishing, are 
permitted. For up-
dates, visit the Health 
Department’s website 
or social media (@wc-
publichealth).

The Michigan Pub-
lic Health Code allows 
for public beach clo-
sures if E. coli bacte-
ria levels exceed set 
thresholds. E. coli bac-
teria can cause gastro-
intestinal illness and 
are a particular con-
cern for people with 
weakened immune 
systems. Individuals 
with questions or con-
cerns regarding public 
beach water sampling, 
or those who believe 
they may have become 
ill after swimming in 
the impacted waters, 
are encouraged to call 
the Washtenaw County 
Environmental Health 
Division at 734-222-
3800 during normal 
business hours, or visit 
www.washtenaw.org/
envhealth.

For the most up-

dated information on 
public beaches, as well 
as a listing of water 
sample results, please 
visit the Michigan 
BeachGuard website at 
www.egle.state.mi.us/
beach.

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department

The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment promotes 
health and works to 
prevent disease and 
injury in our commu-
nity. Our mission is to 
assure, in partnership 
with the community, 
the conditions neces-
sary for people to live 
healthy lives through 
prevention and protec-
tion programs.

Local public health 
information and up-
dates are always avail-
able at www.washt-
enaw.org/health. The 
Health Department 
also provides frequent 
social media updates 
(@wcpublichealth) and 
sends regular email up-
dates, sign up at http://
bit.ly/WCHD555.

blindness, and…ike-
bana for which a walk 
in your garden might 
be helpful. Plus, ways 
to manage your mon-
ey in retirement. 

As in the past, 
several of ALI’s class-
es are free. In addi-
tion, class assistants 
not only attend the 
class for which they 
assist at no charge but 
they may attend an 
additional class at no 
charge as well.

This Fall sees the 
inauguration of two 
new technologies 
both of which have 

Adult Learners 
Institute Announces 

its Fall Kick Off
come through dona-
tions. A grant from 
the 100 Women of 
Chelsea made it pos-
sible for us to upgrade 
our audio-visual 
equipment. The most 
significant change 
that students will no-
tice is that the sound 
system has been im-
proved. The second 
change which has al-
lowed us to upgrade 
our web site was 
made possible by the 
generous gift of an 
anonymous donor. 

Nobody loses at 
this Kick Off, but 
someone will win 

a $25 certificate for 
Fall 2023 or Winter/
Spring 2024 classes. 
Registrations will also 
be accepted. If you 
cannot make the Kick 
Off, more informa-
tion and access to the 
Fall catalog is avail-
able at the ALI web-
site at www.Adult-
LeanersInstitute.org 
or call 734-292-5540. 
Catalogs are also 
available at libraries, 
grocery stores and 
various other loca-
tions throughout the 
area.


