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Dedication Ceremony – New Chelsea 
Historical Society’s “Fire House” Museum 
And honoring of our First Responders on 

the 20th Anniversary of 9/11  
September 11, 2021

Story and another photo on page 7.

Susan Filipiak 
contacted The Dex-
ter Guardian during 
the most recent power 
outage.  She lost power 
for 6.5 days.  Susan did 

In the Wake of Power 
Outage, Local Woman 
Encourages Activism

not intend on pushing 
for change.   Her focus 
was trying to get reim-
bursed for all the gas 
she used in her gener-
ator and making sure 
medically fragile peo-
ple were reimbursed 

for hotel stays.  She, 
like most of us, has a 
sense of justice and 
right and wrong.  The 
more she struggled to 
make her voice heard, 
the more unfair the 

A regular meeting 
of the Chelsea Board 
of Education was held 
August 23 at 6:30pm. 
The meeting was called 
to order and the min-
utes from the June 28 
budget hearing, the 
minutes from the June 
28 regular board meet-
ing, and the minutes 
from the July 12 work 
session were approved.

April and May 
2021 Finance reports 
were discussed next. 
Followed by staff re-
ports. 

Kimberly Gillow 
gave the report for 
North Creek: They are 
thrilled to be welcom-
ing these new teach-

Chelsea BOE Meeting 
August 23

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

ers at North Creek, 
Kelsey Zagata, Mi-
chelle Parling, Maddie 
Keating, Mackenzie 
Kriekard, Alison Pip-
pin, Micaela Hanrath, 
Laura Naar, and Kelly 
Kelly. 

Stacie Battaglia 
gave the report for 
South Meadows: Total 
School Enrollment is 
484. They had 6 class-
rooms of students in 
grades 1 through 6 at-
tend 8 weeks of sum-
mer learning. 

Ron Mills gave the 
Operations report: He 
gave Bond Construc-
tion Updates; WSEC: 
Construction projects 
are continuing and 
working towards be-
ing wrapped up before 

the start of the school 
year. Beach Middle 
School: Construction 
crews are working dil-
igently to complete all 
projects. Chelsea High 
School: New auxilliary 
gym and weight room 
are nearly completed. 
The new bleachers are 
being installed and are 
nearly completed. 

Scott Wooster gave 
the Technology report: 
Some main projects 
from the summer in-
cluded: WSEC 300 
Building, Preschool, 
data drops complet-
ed. North PA System, 
made decision in July 
not to pull out old PA 
System, plan to use 
this at the start of the 
school year then install 

the new PA system 
once school is up and 
running.

Deborah Over 
gave the Food Service 
Report and Lisa Book 
gave the Transporta-
tion Report. Lisa Nick-
el gave the Special Edu-
cation report: Summer 
Learning came to a 
close on August 19 and 
they provided services 
to over 100 students 
with IEP’s. 

Mike Kapolka pro-
vided the CHS report: 
he discussed the link 
crew 9th grade orien-
tation, professional de-
velopment planning, 
international and for-
eign exchange students 
and school theme; this 
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situation felt. So with-
out recourse that felt 
like justice, she turned 
to the media to inspire 
her neighbors to act. 

Susan started by 
lodging a complaint 
with Dana Nessle. Dana 
directed her to the 
Public Service Com-
mission.  Susan was 
assigned a case number 
and a rep from DTE.  
Once she spoke with 
the rep Susan learned  
that this was the larg-
est catastrophic out-
age DTE has ever had. 
According to DTE, a 
catastrophic outage is 
135,000 without pow-
er. The second largest 
was in 2017, at which 
time DTE promised to 
work hard to ensure an 
outage like that did not 
happen again.  Howev-
er, this past outage was 
the 6th catastrophic 
outage in the last eight 
weeks.  If it sounds to 
you, like it does to me, 
DTE is not working 
very hard to protect 
consumers  and pro-
vide top notch service. 
You are correct.  Susan 
learned through trying 
to find a bit of justice, 
that DTE is guaranteed 
a profit  and money is 
incentivised to invest in 
projects not maintain-
ing the grid.  Accord-

In the Wake of Power 
Outage, Local Woman 
Encourages Activism

ing to Dan Scrips, head 
of the Michigan Public 
Service Commission, 
the number one way 
to avoid outages is tree 
trimming.  DTE is at 
least 5 years behind on 
tree trimming.  The ar-
eas that it has caught 
up, experience far few-
er outages.

The companies are 
not rewarded or pe-
nalized for the number 
of outages or length 
of time customers are 
without power.  It is 
clear from current per-
formance, customer 
service is not a priority.  
It’s been clear for sever-
al years.  A Metro Times 
article from 2019 found 
some alarming issues: 
https://www.metro-
t imes .com/detroit /
dte-and-consumers-
energy-are-broken-
a n d - d a n g e rou s - i s -
i t - t ime-for-publ ic-
ly-owned-ut i l i t ies /
Content?oid=231

“A Metro Times 
analysis of the issues 
found the dangerous 
outages are a symptom 
of deeper problems at 
DTE and Consumers. 
State documents show 
both utility companies 
failed to upgrade aging 
infrastructure, despite 
collecting billions of 
dollars annually from 
Michiganders during 

recent decades. Now, 
equipment in the re-
gion's decaying grid is 
as many as 40 years be-
yond its functional life. 
As a result, DTE and 
Consumers customers 
spend more time in 
the dark than those of 
most utilities statewide 
or nationally.”

Susan would like to 
encourage her neigh-
bors to demand  their 
credit.  Susan stated 
that it had increased to 
$100 from $25, neither 
amount would  cover 
the cost of gas for gen-
erators, hotel rooms for 
people who need elec-
tricity to run medical 
equipment or a freezer 
or refrigerator full of 
food.  I still see $25 as 
the credit.  But the larg-
er the number of peo-
ple who demand their 
credit, the more incen-
tive DTE has to avoid 
credits in the future.  
Like most company 
rebates, they are bank-
ing on most people not 
taking the effort to ap-
ply.  AG Nessle would 
like to make credits 
automatic without the 
need to apply.  But that 
will take some time.  If 
you’re fed up with your 
lackluster service and 
want to voice your dis-
dain, take the time and 
apply for your credit 

here:
h t t p s : / / n e w -

look.dteenergy.com/
wps/wcm/conne c t /
dte-web/home/prob-
lems-and-safety-land-
ing/common/prob-
lems/damages-claims.

If you have con-
sumers and not DTE 
you can apply here: 
(https://www.consum-
ersenergy.com/outag-
es/outage-credit).

If you’d like to 

file a complaint with 
AG Nessle you can 
do it here:  https://
www.michigan.gov/
a g / 0 , 4 5 3 4 , 7 - 3 5 9 -
82915_82919_86407---
,00.html.

According to Su-
san, you will be direct-
ed here: File a formal 
complaint with the 
Michigan Public Ser-
vice Commission by 
calling 800-292-9555 
or 517-284-8100 or 

submit a complaint 
electronically https://
mpsc.force.com/com-
plaints/complaintform.

Thanks to Susan 
Filipiak for her dili-
gence and hard work 
to ensure her voice 
and all our voices are 
heard.  We may not 
have a choice, we may 
not be able  to boycott, 
but we can collectively 
pressure  and call for 
change.
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From: Virginia 
Krueger

When the nation-
ally touring Small 
Wonders: Insects 
in Focus exhibition 

Local Artist Featured 
with Library Art 

Exhibition!

opens September 7 
at Chelsea District 
Library (CDL), the 
public will also be in-
vited to see the works 
of local CDL Artist 
in Residence, Frank 
Cianciolo. A Michigan 
native, Cianciolo is an 
avid nature photog-
rapher, owner of the 
historic Clinton The-
ater, illustrator, and 
a musician of Frank 
Allison and the Odd 
Sox fame. Frank’s pho-
tography, illustrations, 
and animation capture 
the intricate details of 
bugs in all shapes and 
sizes and provide the 
perfect complement 
to the Small Wonders 
exhibition. 

Reflecting on his 
draw to nature pho-
tography, he recounts, 
"As a child I learned of 
a place called the wil-
derness, a wild place 
far away. Throughout 
my life I've given wit, 
time, and money to 
save this beautiful dis-
tant place. Through 
photographing insects 
I discovered  the ma-
jestic wilderness that 
we need to save is right 
outside our windows."

Engage and em-
brace the beauty of 
the natural world with 
Cianciolo throughout 
September and Octo-
ber. Kids will delight 
in a musical hike on 
the StoryBook Trail 

where they will pick 
up expert bug hunting 
tips. Adults can dive 
into macrophotogra-
phy in a special event 
held on the Border-to 
Border trail in Lyn-

don Township, and all 
are welcome to join 
Cianciolo for music, 
stories, and more at 
the historic Chelsea 
Depot for an Evening 
with the Artist.  Learn 

more about Ciancio-
lo, see samples of his 
work, and register for 
programs by visiting 
art.chelseadistrictli-
brary.org.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 continued on page 7

The Candidate 
Forum 2021

The Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
presents THE CANDI-
DATE FORUM 2021.

This evening event 
will allow the residents 
of the City of Chelsea 
an opportunity to lis-
ten to the candidates 
for Chelsea Mayor and 
Chelsea City Council 
answer pre-screened 
questions that are rel-
evant to all candidates.

Candidates for the 
Office of Mayor will 
answer questions from 
7-8pm.

Candidates for the 
City Council Seats will 
answer questions from 
8-9pm.

Please submit your 
questions for consid-
eration at chelseamich.

com. You can find the 
link to the submission 
form on the homepage. 

All questions must be 
received by September 
10th to be considered.

Many students suf-
fered academically and 
emotionally from the 
effects of the pandemic.  
With the new school 
year, there is trepida-
tion for how full time, 
in person schooling will 
go. Some students were 
able to adjust to a vir-
tual setting.  However, 
it has been my profes-
sional experience that 
these students tended 
to by shy, introverted, 
or highly disciplined.  
Most teens and young 
adults do better, if not 
thrive on the social in-
teractions that school 
provides.  In addition, 
this is a venue where 
they develop their ad-
vanced social skills, and 
work out the develop-
mental stage of explor-
ing their own personal-
ity and sense of self.

In my practice, the 
top three mental health 
issues for teens I see are 
anxiety, depression, and 
low self-esteem.  Atten-
tion Deficit Hyperac-

Mental Health 
and Academic 

Success
tive Disorder is another 
common impairment.  
So how can parents and 
other adults in their 
sphere of influence help 
their son or daughter 
minimize the emotion-
al upheavals that some 
will face?  This article 
will address some tech-
niques and common 
solutions to aid a stu-
dent to reach their aca-
demic potential.

First and foremost 
is to not ignore your 
child’s sadness or ex-
treme stress. Most teens 
will have the auto re-
sponse of “I’m fine…
it’s nothing… It’s ok,” 
or some other turn of 
phrase that she will use 
to avoid talking about 
how they are truly feel-
ing. While you cannot 
force them to reveal 
what is going on, you 
can set the environment 
to foster them to open 
up. A car ride or a walk.  
An activity that helps 
distract them so they 
don’t feel pressured or 

are under a microscope.
Trust your instincts. 

As a parent you do 
know your child best.  
However, many times 
a parent will not trust 
their instincts for vari-
ous reasons.  Resistance 
by the teen to get help or 
change negative habits 
is common.  Obvious-
ly, don’t hover and blow 
simple mood swings 
out of proportion. But if 
you see a pattern devel-
oping, or the little voice 
in your head says this is 
not right or out of sync 
with their normal be-
haviors, then act.

Look for signs that 
your child is troubled.  
Isolating. Unreason-
able anger. Decrease in 
grades.  There are others 
signs, but these tend to 
be the most common. 
If you’re teen exhibits 
some of these behav-
iors, or others that are 
troubling to you, then 
attempt to gather in-
formation outside of 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
year’s theme will be 
#Legacy.

Nick Angel gave 
the BMS report: he 
discussed communica-
tion, and announced 
new staff positions for 
the year. He mentioned 
they have a large new 
student cohort of 31 
students. BMS Build-
ing Theme for 2021-
2022 School Year: “Ev-
eryone You Meet Has 
Something to Teach 
You.”

Brad Bush gave 
the Athletics report: 
Currently have 53% 
of males and 38% of 
females participating 
in Fall sports. Initia-
tives for the school 
year: High School 
Student Athlete Advi-
sory Board and Head 
Coaches Retreat.

Consent action 
items were then dis-
cussed: Among others 
discussed, Superinten-
dent Helber recom-

Chelsea 
BOE 

Meeting 
August 23

mended the Board ac-
cept a donation in 
excess of $1,000 from 
the Chelsea Kiwanis 
Club to support those 
families who do not 
qualify for GSRP Pre-
school but still require 
financial assistance. 
Individual action items 
were next: Among oth-
ers discussed, Super-
intendent Helber rec-
ommended the Board 
approve the resolution 
authorizing Chelsea 
School District to join 
the Juul lawsuit.

Upcoming events: 
Monday August 30 
- Student’s First Day, 
September 3-6- No 
School, Labor Day 
Weekend, Monday 
September 13-6:30pm-
Board Meeting-WSEC, 
Monday September 
2 7 - 6 : 3 0 p m - B o a r d 
Meeting-WSEC.

The meeting then 
went into a closed ses-
sion and adjourned af-
terwards.
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The Chelsea Area 
Historical Society 
(CAHS) will hold a 
dedication ceremony 
at their museum, 128 
Jackson Street (oppo-
site the Chelsea Train 
Depot) at 11:00 am 
on Saturday, Septem-
ber 11, 2021.  Visitors 
will be able to see the 
newly constructed 

Dedication Ceremony – New 
Chelsea Historical Society’s “Fire 
House” Museum And honoring of 
our First Responders on the 20th 

Anniversary of 9/11  
September 11, 2021

 ➢ continued from page 1

CAHS Fire House 
which houses their 
antique fire wagon 
and other significant 
items tied to fires in 
Chelsea history and 
our Fire Department.  
Fire and Police De-
partment leaders will 
be on-hand as we also 
recognize the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11 
and remember in par-
ticular our First Re-
sponders everywhere.

The new Fire 
House and expand-

talking to them.  For 
example, talk to a fa-
vorite teacher, another 
parent that has contact 
with them, one of their 
close friends if possible. 
And of course the other 
parent if they are in the 
picture. If you get con-
firmation, or you still 
are worried, then set 
up a time to talk with 
them.  Timing is im-
portant as well as your 
delivery. If you are suc-
cessful in getting them 
to acknowledge not all 
is well, do not judge. 
Use empathy and com-
passion, no matter what 
it is.

Most stressors on 
teens can be improved 
by simple changes in 
lifestyle or environ-
ment.  For example, 
if your child is hav-
ing trouble with other 
peers, help them prob-
lem solve, or just be 
a listening board for 
them to vent. If the is-
sue is more serious, 
then obviously an in-
tervention by you or a 
professional is critical. 
For example if she is 
being bullied, direct 
contact with the school 
is indicated. If the is-
sue is more personal 
in nature, and you do 
not feel you have the 

Mental Health 
and Academic 

Success
resources to address 
it, then seek a licensed 
therapist with at least 
five plus years of post 
masters experience in 
adolescent therapy. At 
minimum get an eval-
uation to determine 
the severity of what 
is causing your child 
emotional angst.

The transition back 
to school is always dif-
ficult to some extent 
for most teens and chil-
dren. While the schools 
do everything in their 
power to ease that tran-
sition, there are things 
that you can do to help.  
Most things that par-
ents do are common 
sense.  Getting them 
to start a week or two 
prior to school to go-
ing to bed earlier and 
getting up earlier. Be 
encouraging. Going 
from middle school to 
high school is much 
more difficult so pa-
tience and understand-
ing from you is critical. 
Setting up a routine 
prior to the start of 
school is helpful. Lim-
iting video games and 
phone time is also crit-
ical.  Make sure your 
child has the maturi-
ty to handle a smart 
phone or the level of 
games they are playing. 
Cyber bulling is real 

and can be extremely 
harmful. So monitor 
social media sites your 
son is on. Many parents 
take the phone or com-
puter away by a certain 
time at night so that 
excessive screen time 
is manageable. And 
of course the basics: 
healthy meals, hydra-
tion, sleep, and time for 
study.

Again, the key is to 
trust your instinct, but 
do not overreact unless 
the situation or event 
puts them at physi-
cal or emotional risk. 
Also be aware that life 
changing events such 
as a death in the family, 
or divorce, impact all. 
Address these events 
as you see fit, but also 
make the school aware 
if the child is still recov-
ering from the event.

The stress and dif-
ficulty of raising an ad-
olescent in this world 
is beyond the scope of 
this article. But hope-
fully, I have given you 
some ideas to ponder.  
Balance in life is the 
key to most problems. 
Achieving balance in 
your life as well as your 
child’s, is hard but not 
impossible. Carry on 
and keep calm!

Michael Patterson, 
LMSW

 ➢ continued from page 4

ed Founder Room 
and other physical 
improvement were 
made possible by a 
grant from the Chel-
sea Foundation.  All 
are welcome to this 
event and to tour the 
museum.  Question 
can be directed to: 
President@Chelsea-
History.org or call 
us at 734-476-2010.  
More details at the 
CAHS website:  Chel-
seaHistory.org
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

From: Leslie Fry
Chelsea Girls 

Field Hockey is ready 
to kick off the Fall sea-
son. “We graduated a 
strong senior class in 
2020. We are look-
ing forward to seeing 
how our current play-

CHELSEA 
FIELD HOCKEY 
EXCITED FOR 
FALL SEASON

CHELSEA BULLDOGS FIELD HOCKEY

ers step into those 
roles. Currently there 
is an experienced se-
nior class who have 
been part of the pro-
gram since middle 
schools and we’re ex-
cited to see what they 
will accomplish this 

season,” states head 
coach Leslie Fry.

Fry said their key 
games are going to 
be their SEC games 
which include: (Dex-
ter, Saline, Skyline, 
Pioneer, Huron and 
Pinckney).

From: Eric Swager
We come off a 

very successful recent 
few years.  After back 
-to back state cham-
pionships in 2017-18, 
we were 4th place in 
both 2019 and 2020.      
We have qualified for 
the state finals in 19 
straight years - one of 
the best streaks in the 
state, any division.

We lost several 
cogs in the machine 
to graduation, All-
Stater Erik Reiber, as 
well as other varsity 
guys, Owen Smith, 
Jimmy Alford, and 
Caden Faupel.

Jimmy and Erik 
will both move on to 
compete at the col-
lege level.

We return All-
state runner Connell 
Alford, as well as all 

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

CHS BOYS 
CROSS COUNTRY 
FALL PREVIEW

Connell Alford  10th
Massimo Cugliari  10th
Jackson Dell  10th
Grayson Eckland  12th
Bram Hartsuff  11th
Jakob Hawkins  11th
Ethan Kapolka  11th
Colin Kovick  12th
Mikhail McElrath  10th
Gabriel Muckle  11th
John Muckle  11th
Jonas Norwood  12th
Colby Pfeiffer  12th
John Putnam  12th
Nicholas 
Spruce-Maddox  11th
Leo Swager  9th
Zebedee Swager  11th
Connor Zatkovich 10th

Fall 2021 
Roster:

Region performers 
Bram Hartsuff and 
Zebedee Swager.

Jackie Dell had 
an outstanding track 
season, and hopes to 
be in our top 5, and 
Senior Jonas Nor-
wood has looked 
sharp in early season 
long runs.

Junior Nick 
Spruce and incoming 
freshman Leo Swager 
both hope to crack 
the top varsity 7.

We have some 
good depth, as Seniors 
Grayson Eckland and 
Colby Pfieffer have 
been hammering the 
mileage, while Ethan 
Kapolka and Misha 
McElrath come off 
improved seasons in 
2020.   John Putnam, 
Colin Kovich, Con-
nor Zatkovich, and 
the fabulous Muckle 
twins - Gabe and John 
round out the return-
ers.        Newcomers 
Jay Hawkins and  Mo 

Cugliari have shown 
some good early sea-
son work ethic as 
well.

Pre-season Rank-
ings finds SEC-White 
foes Adrian and 
Pinckney ranked #1 
and #2 in the state - 
so the league sched-
ule should be a barn-
burner for us.

Of course we ul-
timately shoot for 
the end of the season 
- Regionals and the 
State finals.

We have had a 
very good summer of 
training, and the at-
titude of the squad is 
aggressive but realis-
tic.    We hope to stay 
healthy, and give our 
best this fall.

Continued thanks 
goes out to all the par-
ents, volunteers, and 
the supportive Ath-
letic Department that 
makes our continued 
success possible.

Varsity Blue Team Splits  Time
Jonas Norwood  1021
Connell Alford  932
Colby Pfeiffer  1116
Nick Spruce  1030
Varsity Gold Team Splits
Zebedee Swager  1054
Bram Hartsuff  948
Leo Swager  1100
Jackie Dell  1030
Open Race results  Times
2. Ethan Kapolka  1108
3. Misha McElrrath  1115
4. Grayson Eckland  1155
6. Mo Cugliari  1205
7. Colik Kovich  1217
15. John Putnam  1252
45. Jay Hawkins  1405
48. John Muckle  1415
49. Gabe Muckle  1418

MICHIGAN CENTER HAY 
BALE RELAY 8/18/2021
@ ELLA SHARP PARK. 80 DEGREES 

DRY SUNNY
3 KILOMETER DOUBLE LOOP COURSE

Coach Eric Swager's 
comments:

This is a low-key af-
fair, and a great way to 
give the runners an ear-
ly taste of competition. 
It is especially helpful 
for the new guys.

We split our top 
guys into two semi-
equal teams, and turned 
them loose. A decent 
gauge of their fitness is 
how many guys are at or 
under 1100. This year, 
we sit at seven! Both 
Connell and Bram were 
well under 10:00 - a tes-
tament to their summer 
work ethic.

Ethan was the top 
high school finisher in 
the open race, and 6 of 
those guys earned med-
als.

It is a long season, 
so back to work!!!

Varsity Team Finish Order
1. Chelsea Blue 41:39
2. Chelsea Gold 42:14
3. Stockbridge
4. Grass Lake

(7 full teams competed)
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL MEMORIES, 

ALL-STARS AND GAME-ENDING STRIKEOUTS

From: Andrew 
Thomson

Comments from 
head swim coach, 
Thomson: “We are ex-
cited to get back in the 
pool for the 2021 girls 
swim & dive season 
after a roller coaster 
season in 2020.   What 
started with outdoor 
swimming in August 
2020, finished with a 
pause the week of state 
meet in November and 
a re-start of the season 
after the winter break to 
sprint to the state meet 

CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS SWIM & DIVE

CHS GIRLS 
SWIM READY 
FOR SEASON!

Fall 2021 Roster:
Sydney Barston 9th
Gabriella Burgess 10th
Amelia Christie  11th
Kiera Crawley  10th
Sofia DeMea 9th
Amanda Dosey 12th
Paiton Doyle 9th
Tallulah Gorby 9th
Marina Hinz-Johnson 10th
Hayley Hopkins 9th
Clara Johnson 9th
Addison Kennedy 9th
Alyssa Kint  9th
Sophia Knickerbocker  9th
Riley Monahan  11th
Keygan Monahan  9th
Jessica Neff  12th
Lily Paddock  10th
Chelsea Paddock  12th
Camryn Rossi  9th
Trista Schreiber-Tracy  9th
Hannah Shooshanian  11th
Lily Snyder  10th
Fiona Stoker  11th
Martina Tomas Roldan 10th
Isabella Treglia  12th
Isabelle Tuell  9th
Bella Turner  12th
Emma  Zachrich  10th

finish line in January.   
A season that normally 
lasts 15 weeks took us 5 
months to complete!

This year's team has 
a totally different  look 
too.  We are young with 
a lot of new faces.   Of 
our 29 members, only 8 
are juniors and seniors!   
Our freshman class of 
13 girls is the largest 
since 2015.   They are 
energetic with plenty 
of talent and looking to 
start making a mark in 
the program.

This year Bella 

Turner looks to finish 
her senior season on a 
high note.  After coming 
out of the COVID pause 
last January, she did her 
best to stay tough and 
finished as a double all 
state  sprinter in the 50 
and 100 freestyle.   She 
hopes to exceed that 
goal this fall.  Riley Mo-
nahan also is looking 
to make waves in her 
junior year, after mak-
ing it to the state meet 
in the 500 freestyle last 
year.  She looks to move 
from just getting on the 

podium to earning a 
medal this fall.   Aman-
da Dosey is another se-
nior to watch in diving.  
After earning a spot in 
the state meet last year, 
she has an even bigger 
goal of finishing all 11 
rounds and making it 
to the podium this fall.   
Division 3 diving can 
be tough, and there will 
be serious competition 
again this year, but that 
has never stopped her 
up to this point.

The Bulldogs also 
will have a goal of mak-
ing sure all three relays 
make it to the state meet 
this year.   Turner, Mo-
nahan and Dosey are 
all part of that equation.  
Senior Chelsea Paddock 
was also part of the relay 
team last year, and will 
look to make an impact 
this fall.   Jess Neff and 
Amelia Christie look 
to challenge each oth-

er each and every meet 
this fall too as everyone 
looks to earn a spot!

While the SEC 
White Division looks 
completely different for 
swim & dive this fall 
with Dexter moving 
up to the Red Division, 
Chelsea will still plan to 
swim our rivals to the 
east.  We will be at Dex-
ter on September 14.   
The Bulldogs will host 
Milan on September 21, 
which is always a great 
non-conference match-
up.   Maybe the biggest 
meet of the season will 
come on September 23 
when we host Jackson.   
The SEC White Divi-
sion championship is 
truly up for grabs for 
the first time in many 
years, and Chelsea and 
Jackson will be fighting 
tooth and nail to try and 
earn that championship 
this fall.”

Like many peo-
ple in Michigan,   I’ve 
been following the 
success of the Taylor 
North Little League 
All-Star baseball 
team and its run to a 
state title and a Great 
Lakes Regional cham-
pionship. With their 
regional crown, the 
Taylor North All-Stars 
qualified for the Lit-
tle League World Se-
ries in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania.

For the past two 
weeks, Taylor North 
has been playing in the 
World Series in a two-
loss elimination tour-
nament against 15 of 
the best Little League 
All-Star baseball 
teams from through-
out the nation. At 
press time, Taylor 
North was one of only 
four All-Star squads 
left in the tournament 
with an unbeaten 2-0 
record. Taylor North 
defeated Florida’s Lit-
tle League All-Star 
state champion 8-0 in 
its opening game in 

Williamsport. In its 
second game, Taylor 
North beat the Texas 
Little League All-Star 
state champion 6-5. 
As of press deadline, 
Taylor North needed 
three more wins to be 
crowned Little League 
World Series champi-
ons.

The state of Mich-
igan has had only one 
Little League baseball 
World Series champi-
on in the history of the 
tournament. In 1959, 
the Hamtramck Little 
League All-Star team 
captured a World Se-
ries title for the Great 
Lakes State’s only na-
tional championship.

Watching Tay-
lor North advance 
through the state 
tournament, followed 
by regional competi-
tion and finally World 
Series games, remind-
ed me of my youth. 
When I was 12-years-
old (which is the ap-
proximate age group 
for Little League base-
ball) I was selected 
for my Little League’s 
All-Star team. I start-
ed at third base for 
the Westland Central 
North All-Star team. 
For those unaware, 
Westland is a Detroit 
suburb near Livonia 
and Plymouth. When 
I was growing up, 
Westland had a pop-
ulation of just over 
90,000. In those days, 

Westland had four 
Little League baseball 
districts — Central 
North, Central West, 
Central East and Cen-
tral South. Everybody 
back then played Lit-
tle League baseball. 
So to be one of 36 
12-year-olds, in a city 
of over 90,000, to start 
for Westland’s four 
Little League All-Star 
baseball teams, was a 
pretty big deal — at 
least to my young self.

We played our All-
Star tournament at 
Quandt Park (I think 
that was the name) in 
Lincoln Park. The field 
we played our games 
on was gorgeous and 
well-manicured, com-
plete with covered 
dugouts and a grass 
infield — something 
I had never played on 
back in Westland. To 
my 12-year-old eyes, 
this was the big-time. 
The stands on both 
sides of the field were 
packed, people also 
lined the fences all 
the way down to the 
outfield area. There 
was a huge two-sto-
ry press box behind 
home plate with an 
announcer and an of-
ficial scorekeeper.

There were mul-
tiple All-Star teams 
competing at Quandt 
Park from numerous 
cities in the western 
suburbs and Down-
river area. In our 

first game, my team 
squared off against 
a fellow Westland 
squad, Central East 
All-Stars. I don’t re-
member the score, but 
we won. I had an op-
posite field single and 
had a clean game de-
fensively with a couple 
of put outs from my 
third base position.

In our second 
game a day later, we 
lost to the local Lin-
coln Park All-Star 
team. To this day, I 
swear that club had 
a 6-foot 12-year-old 
pitcher who threw 
90 miles per hour 
from the mound. He 
mowed us down. The 
best hitters in my Lit-
tle League were no 
match for this grown 
man, err, I mean, 
12-year-old kid. De-
spite a furious, last in-
ning comeback where 
my team cut the defi-
cit to one run, we ran 
out of gas. Sadly, and 
it still haunts me to 
this day, I struck out 
swinging to end the 
rally and the game.

I never felt such 
heartbreak in my 
young life.

I felt like I let my 
teammates down. I 
can still hear the ball 
hitting the catcher’s 
mitt as I swung and 
missed ending the 
game. I can still hear 
and see the Lincoln 
Park players and fans 

erupting in cheers and 
celebration after the 
final out.

That was a memo-
rable summer, indeed. 
Though my team, 
Westland Central 
North lost in the sec-
ond round of the tour-
nament, the Westland 
Central West All-Star 
baseball team (which 
crushed my team in a 
scrimmage before the 
actual tournament) 
made it all the way 
to the state semifinals 
before losing to Peto-
skey 2-1. To this day, 
I believe it’s still the 
farthest a Westland 
team has ever gone in 
the Little League state 
tournament.  I believe 
a team from Grosse 
Pointe won the state 
championship that 
year.

I still have my 
powder blue and 
white Westland Cen-
tral North All-Star 
ball cap. It sits prom-
inently, dirt and sweat 
stains and all, on a 
shelf near my desk 
in my “man cave” at 
home.

Around a decade 
ago, when I random-
ly happened to be in 
the area, I drove by 
the park where my 
Little League baseball 
All-Star drama played 
out all those years ago. 
The complex looked 
the same as I remem-
bered it as a young 

man. As I pulled into 
the parking lot and 
saw the field, I felt an 
ache in my stomach. 
Despite almost 35 
years later, the pain 
of striking out to end 
the All-Star game still 
lingered deep down 
inside.

I remained friends 
throughout high 
school and even into 
college with most of 
the guys on that All-
Star team. Our start-
ing pitcher and best 
player ended up play-
ing Division I college 
baseball at EMU and 
spent a few years play-
ing professionally in 
the Toronto Blue Jays 
organization. I re-
cently found out our 
starting second base-
man is now a doctor 
at Walter Reed Hospi-
tal near Washington, 
D.C. Our second best 
player, a first base-
man/pitcher, became 
a decorated Westland 
Firefighter, receiving 
multiple awards for 
heroism in the line of 
duty. He passed away 
in a tragic boating ac-
cident when he was in 
his late 20s. I’m still 
not over that incident.

Good luck Taylor 
North Little League 
All-Star baseball 
team. Go and win it 
all. Enjoy every sec-
ond.

It all goes so fast...
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly Summary

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on rou-
tine patrol an officer 
took a complaint by 
phone regarding a 
larceny that had oc-
curred earlier in the 
day. The complainant 
stated that they had 
some guests over to 
their house to visit. 
At some point the 
suspect a 42-year-

old Jackson man was 
found to have taken 
two sets of keys be-
longing to a car and 
a motorcycle. The 
victim also reported 
that $120.00 in cash 
was also taken from 
the victim’s purse. At 
the time of the com-
plaint the suspect 
was no longer on 
scene.

Incident #: 21-1445

Location: 200 block of W. Middle Street

Date: August 16, 2021

Time: 6:00 pm

From: Josh Lucas
Trenton Hill RB
Lucas Dunn QB
Diego Medel LB
Ben Strzyzewski WR
Nick Fisk WR
Cole Munson WR
Lucas Hanifan WR
Robert Sutch OL
Russell Sullvian OL
Liam Conti DB

“Week 1 vs. Tren-
ton is a big game, we 
obviously want to win 
our home opener and 
get off to a great start. 
Any league games will 
be key games for us. 
We usually get every-
one's best games each 
and every week so we 
need to stay focused 
and not look past 
any opponent,” stated 
head coach Lucas.

Chelsea Varsity Football Roster

CHS BULLDOGS FOOTBALL 
PREVIEW FALL 2021

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
FOOTBALL

From: Mario 
Zuniga-Gil

Athletes to Watch 
this season: Colin Hay 
(SR), Ryan Martin 
(SR), Jose Ortiz-Mar-
tinez (SO).

Key Games for 
you this season:  Par-
ma Western away 
8/27 (that was the 
District final we won 
last year), Dexter at 
home 9/16.

Thoughts on the 
upcoming season 
and any other info 
you would like the 
Chelsea community 
to know: “We  have a 
young varsity team, 
but also more play-
ers than the program 
has ever had and the 
first freshman team 
in program history. 
We will be good again 
this year, especially 
if our players under-

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS SOCCER

CHS BOYS SOCCER FALL 
PREVIEW 2021

stand that they need 
an extra bit of per-
sonality and positive 
leadership to make up 

for the lack of experi-
ence. We have a lot of 
talent, and the com-
mitment of this boys 

to the program and 
to soccer is unbeliev-
able. It will be a fun 
season.”

Coach Pat Clarke 
returns for his 51st 
year of coaching cross 
country in Chelsea by 
greeting a very young 
and talented group of 
16 runners.  “We grad-
uated six senior run-
ners from last year’s 
team,” said Clarke 
when describing this 
year’s prospects. “ We 
are very young, inex-
perienced, and enthu-
siastic. This group are 
very hard workers and 
are dedicated to their 
training. We could be 
as good or better this 
year than last year, but 
how much better is the 
question,” Clarke con-
cluded. “Right now, 
we are working hard to 
become better runners 
and we are bonding 
well as a team.”

Leading the  group 
of returnees are senior 
captains: Rachel Bull-
ock and Kate Gaiser. 
Both girls are return-
ing All-League runners 
from last year. Gaiser is 
a four year veteran who 
is running as well as 
ever this season. Bull-
ock is an All-Region 
runner from last year. 
These veteran women 
should provide us with 
some excellent lead-
ership on the team”, 
Clarke commented.

The junior class has 
a very talented group 
of veterans in Audra 
Guthre, Julia Kause, 
and Brooke Matusik. 

CHELSEA GIRLS’ CROSS 
COUNTRY PREVIEW

VERY YOUNG GIRLS' CC TEAM 
LOOKS PROMISING THIS SEASON!

Guthre is a returning 
All-League runner  and 
All-Region runner.

In the sophomore 
class we have a very 
large class that has a lot 
of potential. The soph-
omores are: Seren An-
gus, Samantha Dark, 
Cyprus Gabriel-Men-
egay, Bella Hagen, Tri-
lian Krug, Marah Put-
nam, Leila Wells, and 
Claire Zarinnia. Angus 
broke the 20 minute 
barrier last year. She 
is recovering from an 
injury, but should give 
us some much need-
ed experience on the 
team soon. Krug is the 
leading returning run-
ner on the team having 
gone 19:22 for the 5K 
last year. Trilian was 
All-League and All-Re-
gion last season.“ This 
group of sophomores 
will also lend a great 
amount of depth and 
numbers to the team. 
This group is a hard 
working bunch who 
will improve drastically 
as the season progress-
es and make serious 
contributions to the 
team before the season 
concludes.” Clarke add-
ed.

Finally we have a 
good group of fresh-
men whose attitude is 
great. The freshman 
are:  Natalia DeMea, 
Christina Roberts, and 
Lauren Thompson. On 
the middle school track 
team Roberts was a 

6:02 miler, DeMea was 
a top 400m person, 
and Thompson was the 
best 3200m person.” I 
coached these three last 
spring and they were 
the ones that I really 
wanted for cross coun-
try”, Clarke comment-
ed.

This year in the 
SEC White Division, 
(which includes Adri-
an, Tecumseh, Pinck-
ney, Ypsilanti, and Jack-
son), Pinckney will be a 
favorite to win,. The Pi-
rates are defending SEC 
Champions, Regional 
Champions, and were 
14th in the state in Di-
vision 2. They return 5 
of their top seven run-
ners from last season.   

Adrian will field 
a solid team as usual. 
They were 2nd in the 
Lenawee County Meet 
last season. They return 
one of the top young 
runners in the state 
in Freshman Sophy 
Skeels.

Tecumseh will be a 
co-favorite with Pinck-
ney to win the league. 
They return 5 of their 
top seven runners. In 
the pre-season ratings 
they are ranked 10th 
in the state in division 
2. They also bring in 
an outstanding middle 
school runner in Mad-
ison Morris who won 
the Lenawee County 
Meet last season.

Jackson will again 
field a solid competitive 

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

team this season.
Ypsilanti is again 

fielding a team. It is 
good to have them back 
competing again.  

 This year we will go 
to the regional at Lake 
Erie Metropark. There 
will be at least 5 of the 
top 30 teams in the state 
there. It will be very in-
teresting to see how this 
meet turns out.  

The Chelsea girls 
are eager to prove them-
selves this season. This 

team is one of the hard-
est working groups that 
Chelsea has had. The 
girls are working hard 
and coming together 
as a team. If they con-
tinue to improve, get 
healthy,and get men-
tally tough they should 
make their presence 
felt in any meet they 
run in. “We are work-
ing very hard and I 
really like this team’s 
attitude. I’m excited 
by the possibilities this 

season promises. We 
are a very young deep 
team that must remain 
focused on our goals 
and on keeping the end 
of the season in mind. 
Improvement has to 
be foremost in our 
thoughts. We have tal-
ent, and we must work 
on the TEAM concept 
of running! After that 
we’ll try to avoid inju-
ries and see how the 
season unfolds.” Clarke 
concluded.


