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Expect big things 
from Luke

Sometimes be-
ing a freshman can 
be pretty busy. Chel-
sea High School 
freshman to be Luke 
Mourad is definitely 
one such student.

Extracurricular 
activities are plenty 
for this young man.

“Some extracur-
ricular activities of 
mine include playing 
tennis, playing the 
piano and cello, dab-
bling in other musi-
cal instruments, be-

ing in CHO (Chelsea 
House Orchestra), 
and learning to code,” 
Luke said.

Memorable mo-
ments in his life are 
pretty good for being 
so young.

“Some memora-
ble moments in my 
life include visiting 
national parks, get-
ting into the All-State 
Orchestra, going to 
the Blue Lake mu-
sic camp, getting my 
black belt, and going 
on a service mission 

The Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce presents  THE 
CANDIDATE FO-
RUM 2021.

The Candidate Forum 2021

This evening event 
will allow the residents 
of the City of Chelsea 
an opportunity to lis-
ten to the candidates 

for Chelsea Mayor and 
Chelsea City Council 
answer pre-screened 
questions that are rel-
evant to all candidates.

Candidates for the 
Office of Mayor will 
answer questions from 
7-8pm.

Candidates for the 
City Council Seats will 
answer questions from 
8-9pm.

Please submit your 
questions for consid-
eration at chelseamich.
com. You can find the 
link to the submission 
form on the homepage. 
All questions must be 
received by September 
10th to be considered.

Marshall Motors & Arctic 
Breakaway Cancer Cruise-In 

A Success

Story and more photos on page 8 • Photos By Josh Glaspie
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with my church to 
help with hunger,” he 
explained.

He plays the cello 
and the piano. He en-
joys school.

“I enjoy math 
classes and orchestra 
class, but I am real-
ly looking forward 
to being able to take 
Computer Science 
courses next year in 
high school,” he said,

So far he has had 
good educators.

“I've had so many 
amazing teachers at 
Chelsea that it's hard 
to decide on a favor-
ite, but Mr. Brian 
Boos and Mr. Scott 
Riedel are a couple of 

Expect big 
things from 

Luke
teachers who taught 
me a lot of import-
ant things and made 
learning fun,” he add-
ed.

He has plenty of 
time to pick a college. 
As far as a life plan 
goes he has a good 
idea for the future.

 “I want to further 
explore and work in 
computer science to 
help advance technol-
ogy,” he said.

He lives with his 
mom, dad and older 
brother.

“My parents’ 
names are Emily Kuo 
and Ron Mourad,” he 
said. “My mom is a 
lawyer (she practices 
only in Illinois) and 

my dad is the provost 
of Albion College. My 
brother’s name is Pe-
ter Mourad and he is 
a rising junior who 
also goes to Chelsea.”

His advice to 
younger  athletes and 
scholars is a bit dif-
ferent than older stu-
dents. “Since I'm only 
a rising 9th grader, I 
suppose advice I give 
would be best direct-
ed at middle school-
ers,” he responded. 
“My advice is to give 
everything your best 
effort, and to stay on 
top of things rather 
than wait until the 
last minute.”United Method-

ist Retirement Com-
munities (UMRC) & 
Porter Hills is proud 
to announce the ex-
pansion of its Home 
Health services from 
the Grand Rapids area 
to the east side of the 
state. UMRC & Porter 
Hills recently received 
final state and federal 
approval to extend its 
home-based service 
across Michigan.

“Home Health 
started at Porter Hills 
in Grand Rapids in 
1995 and has one of 

UMRC & Porter Hills Announces 
Expansion of Home Health Services

Home Health Extends Reach Across Michigan
the highest satisfaction 
ratings in West Michi-
gan,” said Jamie Pal-
ma, Executive Direc-
tor of Certified Home 
Health and Avenues 
for UMRC & Porter 
Hills. “Since UMRC & 
Porter Hills began its 
journey of affiliation 
in 2019, our plan has 
been to extend Home 
Health to the east to 
bring high quality 
home care to more 
adults. Home Health 
is very well-known 
and established in the 
Grand Rapids area 
with very high quality 
service. We wanted to 
be able to share this on 
the east.”

Home Health is 
fully certified to pro-
vide skilled care in 
the home. Clients are 
often recovering from 
orthopedic surgeries, 
have congestive heart 
failure or other cardiac 
health needs, or have 
serious wounds that 
require skilled care.

“Patients that 
might have previous-
ly been sent from the 
hospital to a skilled 
nursing center are 
often now sent di-
rectly home,” Palma 
explained. “Certified 
care is a covered ben-
efit under your insur-
ance. A doctor’s order 
is required, certify-

ing that the person is 
home-bound, and it 
would be a taxing ef-
fort to leave the home 
for those services. We 
work with physicians 
and provide the level 
of care and assistance 
needed while you re-
cover at home.”

Home Health’s 
team of over 55 pro-
fessionals includes 
registered nurses, oc-

cupational and physi-
cal therapists, speech 
language pathologists, 
licensed medical so-
cial workers, and 
home health aides. 
“Home Health pro-
vides exceptional care 
in the comfort of your 
own home,” said Pal-
ma. “We are thrilled 
to bring this service to 
the east.”

Over 60% of the 

older adults served by 
UMRC & Porter Hills 
receive care through 
its home- and commu-
nity-based programs, 
such as Home Health. 
In 2019-20, Home 
Health served 1,850 
adults.

To learn more 
about UMRC & Por-
ter Hills and its Home 
Health program, visit 
umrcph.com.
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Sam DeRosia, 
who will be in the 
4th grade this Fall at 
South Meadows El-

South Meadows 
Student’s Photo 

Chosen for Times 
Square Video

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

ementary, recently 
received some very 
exciting news. His 
photo was selected 
from more than 2,100 
submissions for the 
2021 National Down 
Syndrome Society 
(NDSS) Times Square 
Video!

On September 18, 
2021, the photo that 
Sam submitted will 
be one of just over 

500 photos of indi-
viduals with Down 
Syndrome that will 
appear on two adja-
cent ClearChannel 
Jumbotron screens in 
Times Square and will 
be live streamed on-
line. 

The Times Square 
video will kick off this 
year’s New York City 
Buddy Walk. Con-
gratulations to Sam!

Sam DeRosia
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Savings in
Chelsea

From: Virginia 
Krueger

Chelsea District Li-
brary (CDL) is excited 
to announce the pend-
ing arrival of the na-
tionally touring Small 
Wonders: Insects in 
Focus exhibition! In 
the air, water, and even 
under foot, insects in-
habit every domain 
of our daily lives, per-
forming essential func-
tions that balance our 
fragile ecosystem on 
earth.  By using cut-

Look What is Landing at the Library!

ting-edge technology 
and custom methods, 
artist Bob Sober created 
Small Wonders: Insects 
in Focus, an exhibition 
of breathtaking beauty 
that allows viewers to 
see this hidden world 
like they’ve never seen it 
before. Small Wonders 
aims to inspire, in an 
artistic way, our natural 
curiosity to understand 
the form, function, and 
diversity of nature. Visit 
the exhibition at the li-
brary Tuesday, Septem-
ber 7 through Wednes-
day, October 20. Gallery 
hours will correspond 
to CDL’s normal busi-
ness hours, but will 
close one hour prior 
to the library’s closing 
time. 

Creating hu-
man-scale images of 
insects, with resolution 
so high that every hair, 

to MSU Virtual Bug 
House tours, and a spe-
cial pollinator presenta-
tion from local beekeep-
er John Dohner, all ages 
will be able to dive into 
the artistic insect world. 
Be sure to check out the 
library’s program cal-
endar by visiting www.
chelseadistrictlibrary.
org and clicking on the 
events tab. 

The exhibition is 
organized by Exhib-
itsUSA, a program of 
Mid-America Arts Alli-
ance.

tive and inspiring way. 
For more exhibition 
information please vis-
it art.chelseadistrict-
library.org/smallwon-
ders.

Throughout Sep-
tember and October, 
CDL will offer exhi-
bition tours and fun 
prize drawings, host 
local Artist in Resi-
dence Frank Cianciolo, 
and provide a variety 
of programs and activ-
ities related to the Small 
Wonders exhibition. 
From painting bug-
themed kindness rocks 

artwork, in every sense 
of the word.

Bob Sober, a visual 
artist as well as techno-
logical pioneer whose 
photographic tech-
niques are the subject 
of educational tutorials, 
offers a series of images 
that bring the natural 
world to a scale rarely 
experienced until now. 
"My attitude is that the 
insect is the artwork," 
says Sober. "My role is 
to create a human scale 
image that may allow 
the viewer to see the 
patterns, textures, col-
ors and details that have 
always been present, but 
too small to appreciate. 
I also hope that my im-
ages stir a new curiosi-
ty in the viewer as they 
have in me. A sense of 
wonder about the world 
around them..." Small 
Wonders finds viewers 
at the intersection of art 
and science, and brings 
together two fields of 
thought in a provoca-

dimple, and tiny struc-
ture is clearly revealed, 
was impossible prior to 
the technological ad-
vancements of the past 
ten years. High-reso-
lution digital cameras, 
fast personal comput-
ers, economical digital 
storage, and powerful 
software applications 
capable of assisting with 
the assembly of hun-
dreds or thousands of 
individual photographs 
create the opportunity 
to capture accurate im-
ages of insects as they 
truly exist. These new 
ways of seeing confront 
viewers with the idea 
that insects display the 
elements we attribute 
to good design or beau-
tiful artwork. Wild, 
multi-colored patterns 
sometimes come from 
hair, sometimes from 
iridescent scales, and 
other times from colors 
integral to the insect’s 
exoskeleton. These tiny 
creatures are indeed 
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By: Kitty Golding
One delightful 

component of interi-
or design is that there 
is always a hidden 
story woven through 
the finished space. 
We continue to intro-
duce you to some of 
our past clients and 
share some tales along 
with showcasing a few 

INTERIOR DESIGN MATTERS 
The Inside Story

Photos By: Kitty Golding
projects we’ve been 
honored to work on.  
Honestly, one of our 
favorite aspects about 
this work is getting to 
know our clients and 
partaking in a portion 
of their story.

The Martinez 
Family invited us to 
transform their main 
living spaces into 

an eclectic, inspir-
ing home where they 
could entertain fam-
ily and co-workers. 
Gaston from Lima, 
Peru and Vicki, raised 
in Venezuela, have 
called America home 
for a while, and Ann 
Arbor a shorter time, 
but haven’t forgotten 
their roots.   When 
meeting them for the 
first time, we were 
immediately inspired 
by the colorful art 
and accessories they 
had collected from 
their home countries. 
Implementing com-
plimentary patterns, 
textures and colors, 
we wove their senti-
mental and beautiful 
pieces throughout the 
design, highlighting 

their interest.
A few musts were 

placing their bar cabi-
net into a usable posi-
tion for their holiday 
parties, turning their 
dining room into a 
place where people 
wanted to linger over 
conversation and cre-
ating more interest 
with details. Chang-
ing out the tired 
builder grade-style 
light fixtures in the 
front entry, dining, 
kitchen and powder 
room were small ways 
to make big impacts.  
Painting their existing 
carved wooden cof-
fee table was a simple 
choice that brought 
some additional color 
into the living room.  
We also brought in a 
painted wooden three 
panel screen, to fill in 
an empty corner and 
add some additional 
design pizzaz.  Folding 
leather contemporary 
chairs and a comfy 
sectional, along with a 
cowhide rug centered 
the living room space, 
which was directly 
seen upon entering 
the front door. 

Gaston, the man-
ager of their home, 
was always a gracious 
host, providing us 
with the best ever Café 
Americana and a joke 
or two, loved how the 

artwork was installed 
in groupings that 
made sense togeth-
er.  He also has more 
than a green thumb 
and we learned about 
some of his fascinat-
ing interior plants and 
garden he has created 
outside their home. It 
was special to see how 

the plants and art they 
love came together in 
a new way. When we 
were finished, it was 
Vicki’s turn, a Dom-
ino’s Pizza Vice Pres-
ident, to host a party 
and try out the new 
digs.  We heard it was 
a success!



Page 8Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian August 13, 2021    

 ➢ continued from page 1

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
NERF BASKETBALL, POLICE 

OFFICERS AND EMERGENCY ROOMS

On August 8, the 
5th Annual Cancer 
Cruise-In was held at 
501 Coliseum Drive 

It’s now Week 10 
of my leg injury.

I can’t believe it’s 
taking my body so 
long to heal. 

My bones used to 
heal so quickly when 
I was younger.

I remember when 
I was 18-years-old 
and a freshman in 
college. I fractured 
my foot playing one-
on-one Nerf bas-
ketball in my dorm 
room against my 
roommate. I wish I 
could say I made a 
sick move on one of 
the campus outdoor 
basketball courts in 
front of some hot co-
eds before fracturing 
my foot, but, alas, it 
was only stepping 
awkwardly on my 
roommate’s foot as 
I attempted to slam 
dunk a Nerf ball.

Not cool.
It was my first 

week of college.
I didn’t even 

know my RA’s (Resi-
dent Assistant, better 
known as the dorm 

floor boss — normal-
ly an upperclassman) 
name.

Funny thing is, my 
RA my freshman year 
later would become 
a somewhat promi-
nent, high-ranking 
Ann Arbor police of-
ficer. I saw him ran-
domly once years later 
when I was covering a 
high school football 
game at Ann Arbor 
Pioneer High School 
back in the day. As 
I walked by, we met 
eyes and nodded to 
each other. I didn’t 
really know him that 
well in college, he was 
only my RA that first 
year, but we both rec-
ognized each other’s 
faces somehow. I said, 
“Hi, how’s it going, 
man?” He respond-
ed, “Good, good. I see 
your foot has healed.”

I just laughed and 
continued on my way.

How did he re-
member that incident 
so long ago?

The day I fractured 
my foot playing Nerf 
basketball, that RA 
(now that high-rank-
ing Ann Arbor police 
officer), who didn’t 
even know me, drove 
me downtown to a 
hospital emergency 
room, helped me get 
checked in and stayed 
with me the entire 
time as doctors took 
x-rays and fitted my 
foot with a cast. It was 

late at night by the 
time we got back to 
the dorm.

I never forgot his 
kindness and care. 
Especially since I was 
a freshman in college 
and it was my first 
week at school. I also 
knew nobody who 
had a car and I was 
a long way from my 
hometown.

After that night, 
we never really spoke 
much, except for po-
lite hellos and head 
nods as we passed 
each other in the 
dorm lobby or cafete-
ria or down a random 
hallway.

Once my foot 
healed, we both 
played together on 
our dorm floor foot-
ball and basketball 
teams, but that was 
the extent of our so-
cial interaction. After 
the school year end-
ed, I never saw him 
again.

I always remem-
bered his name, 
though. And every 
now and again I’d see 
his name in the Ann 
Arbor newspaper be-
ing quoted regarding 
some police matter 
or event. I wondered 
if it was my RA from 
freshman year.

Seeing him at the 
high school football 
game in his police 
uniform, looking 
all important and in 
charge, I knew he 
must have been the 
guy whose name I 
recognized in the pa-
per all those years. 
I figured he must’ve 
been my freshman 
RA.

I was surprised 
he remembered me. 
It had been almost 30 
years since he drove 
me to the emergen-
cy room that night. I 
recognized his face, 
though older, and 

more than anything, 
I recognized his 
voice. It was a very 
distinctive, low, bari-
tone-type deep voice. 
He could’ve made an 
excellent, late-night 
disc jockey.

As the football 
game ended and I was 
leaving the  field, I saw 
him in the distance. 
He was standing with 
a couple other police 

officers. I waved. He 
gave a wave back. I 
yelled, “Thanks for 
helping me out that 
night.” He yelled back 
in that deep, booming 
voice and gave me a 
big, toothy smile, his 
arms stretched out on 
either side, “It’s what I 
do.”

We both laughed.
I recently read he 

retired from the po-

lice force after a long 
and distinguished ca-
reer.

How can that be?
It seems like yes-

terday we were both 
in college and he was 
driving me in his beat 
up, rusted out Volk-
swagen to the emer-
gency room.

How time flies.
Sometimes I wish 

it would slow down...

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

Marshall Motors & Arctic 
Breakaway Cancer Cruise-In 

A Success

in Chelsea. Accord-
ing to Josh Glaspie, 
General Manager of 
Arctic Breakaway, 
they raised $1,300 
and had about 200 
cars and motorcycles 

present. The Break-
away provided break-
fast, lunch and some 
specials for partici-
pants and there were 
dash plaques for the 
first 100 vehicles.



Page 9Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian August 13, 2021    



Page 10Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian August 13, 2021    

The Chelsea Cheer 
Team is so excited to 
announce that we are 
bringing back Little 
Cheer for the 2021 sea-
son! We are ready to 
work with our Future 
Bulldog Cheerleaders 
again. 

The Chelsea Bull-
dog Little Cheer Clinic 

LITTLE 
CHEER IS 
BACK IN 

CHELSEA!
2021 practices will be 
held September 1 and 
September 8 at Pierce 
Lake Elementary and 
the little kids will then 
cheer alongside the 
Varsity Cheerleaders 
at the Home CHS Var-
sity Football Game on 
Friday, September 10th 
(until halftime). Fee for 

clinic is $50 but includes 
T-shirt & bow. 

To register:  https://
f o r m s . g l e / 9 N -
hhzh2Z6HMbjBvU6. 
or email  ccheercoach@
gmail.com. Registration 
and Payment deadline is 
August 18, 2021.

Launched in 2019, 
Ahead of the Curve is 
an innovative new web-
based program by Cath-
olic Social Services of 
Washtenaw County that 
aims to make Washten-
aw County a caregiv-
er-friendly community. 
The goal is to help tra-
ditional caregivers and 
community members 
identify at-risk, isolat-
ed older adults and link 
them to existing com-
munity resources before 
a crisis occurs. 

The Ahead of the 
Curve website (www.ge-
taheadwashtenaw.org) 
consists of a searchable 
online Senior Resource 
Directory listing more 
than 500 county-wide 
resources for older 
adults, an online quiz to 
help older residents and 
their caregivers get con-
nected with resources, 
and a blog that covers 
a range of topics from 
interesting older adults 
in Washtenaw County 
and interviews with lo-
cal agencies that serve 
seniors. The website is 
also home to a five-part 
caregiver training that 
covers signs to look for 
that could indicate elder 
abuse, what to do if el-
der abuse is suspected, 
and how to have a con-
versation with an adult 
who may be the victim 

Ahead of the Curve 
program to add community 

calendar for Washtenaw 
County Caregivers

of abuse.  
Ahead of the Curve 

is excited to unveil a 
new Events Calendar on 
the website that show-
cases upcoming events 
and activities for older 
adults and caregivers 
such as support groups, 
educational program-
ing, and social outings 
organized by local com-
munity agencies. The 
addition of the Events 
Calendar will make 
Ahead of the Curve a 
one-stop shop for com-
munity members all 
ages to find resources 
and support. 

Ahead of the Curve 
is a program of Cath-
olic Social Services of 
Washtenaw County and 
is open to all people in 
Washtenaw County. 
Catholic Social Services 
of Washtenaw County, a 
leader in providing ser-
vices to older adults for 
the past 25 years, strives 
to help people live safe, 
meaningful, and inde-
pendent lives with a 
focus on stewardship, 
acceptance, dignity, 

and caring for the dis-
advantaged. For more 
information, visit us 
at www.csswashtenaw.
org. Additional support 
is provided by the Area 
Agency on Aging 1-B.  

Ahead of the Curve 
is generously supported 
by the Michigan Health 
Endowment Fund 
(Healthy Aging). The 
Michigan Health En-
dowment Fund works to 
improve the health and 
wellness of Michigan 
residents and reduce 
the cost of healthcare, 
with a special focus on 
children and seniors. 
Find more information 
about the Health Fund 
at www.mihealthfund.
org. 

We all have a role to 
play in building a more 
aging-friendly commu-
nity. More information 
can be found at www.
getaheadwashtenaw.
org. To schedule a com-
munity presentation, 
contact Rachael Daw-
son-Baglien at rdaw-
sonbaglien@csswasht-
enaw.org. 


