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Mikaila loves leading 
the Bulldog band

By: Natalie Davies
La Jument Eques-

trian Lifestyle Bou-
tique is now open for 
business and looking 
to fill the need for 
horse apparel in Chel-
sea, the center of the 
horse show commu-
nity for hunter/jump-
er riders in Michigan, 
as well as promote the 
horse lifestyle.

“There are a cou-
ple of horse stores 

New Business Spotlight: 
Say Hey to La Jument

that are within an 
hour from here, but 
the things we specif-
ically wanted when 
going either had to be 
ordered or found on-
line,” co-owner Jordan 
Knepper said. “My 
wife and co-owner 
Juliane Knepper and 
I decided we wanted 
to make a horse bou-
tique our way and car-
ry the things that we 
want and think others 

would want so people 
can come in and feel 
it, see it and get it that 
day.”

The store current-
ly sports about 100 
different brands of ap-
parel from all around 
the US and the world 
including the brands 
Kask, Le Chameau, 
Cavalleria Toscana, 
Vestrum and Equiline.

Outside of riding 
gear, inside the store 

you can find a pleth-
ora of horse-themed 
items from mint julep 
kits and handmade 
chocolate to silver and 
gold jewelry and bath 
bombs. These items 
help expand the “life-
style” aspect of the 
store and are inspired 
by Juliane who is a 
horse admirer.

“We like the life-
style, so we have many 

St. Louis Center is 
announcing the retire-
ment of Public Rela-
tions Director Joseph 
Yekulis, effective Friday 
July 30, 2021. Yekulis 
has held this position 
since September 1, 
2005, and prior to that 
had been a member of 
the SLC Community 

PR Director Joe Yekulis Retires 
from St. Louis Center

Joseph Yekulis • Photos by Kelly Flaherty  continued on page 9
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From: Emily Tierney, 
Communications 
Specialist, American 
1 Credit Union

American 1 Cred-
it Union, partnered 
with  Jackson YMCA 
and Henry Ford Alle-
giance Health, recent-
ly donated $5,416 for 
funding and aware-
ness for the Ameri-
can Heart Association 
through its inaugural 
Step to the Beat 5K 
event.

The 5K took place 
June 14 through June 
30, 2021. To maximize 
event proceeds, Amer-
ican 1 Credit Union 
covered the costs of 
the event t-shirts and 
medals.

“Thank you to our 
sponsors, participants, 
and volunteers who 
helped make this event 
possible,” said Mar-
tha Fuerstenau, Pres-
ident/CEO of Amer-
ican 1 Credit Union. 
“I’m grateful so many 
people took the time 
to raise awareness for 
finding a cure for heart 
disease, while also be-

American 1 donates 
more than $5,400 to 
the American Heart 

Association with 
inaugural Step to the 

Beat 5K
ing active themselves. 
Our financial situa-
tions have the ability 
to impact our bodies, 
both mentally and 
physically, and it’s our 
honor to help unite 
these organizations to 
impact our communi-
ty.”

According to the 
American Heart As-
sociation website, the 
nonprofit organiza-
tion’s main hope is 
that scientific research 
will lead to better 
treatment, preven-
tion, and ultimately a 
cure for heart disease 
– America’s number 
one killer.

“We’re grateful 
for community part-
ners like American 
1 Credit Union, who 
push for healthy, 
whole communities,” 
said Katie Langston, 
Director of American 
Heart Association for 
Jackson and Washt-
enaw Counties. “The 
credit union took our 
mission to heart and 
jumped into action. 
With supporters like 

American 1, we’re one 
step closer to finding a 
cure for heart disease.”

The virtual 5K was 
sponsored by Avenue 
Auto, Lomar Machine 
& Tool Co., Orbit-
form, Jackson College, 
Team 1 Plastics, Cen-
tral Security Alarm, 
Inc., Jackson YMCA, 
Henry Ford Alle-
giance Health, Jack-
son County Chamber 
of Commerce, Huff 
Auto Group, Jackson 
Auto, Miller Shoes, 
JTV, Brooks Shoes, 
ProLogo, and North-
west Schools.

Established in 
1950, American 1 
Credit Union to-
day serves over 
59,000 members 
with 16 branch loca-
tions across Jackson, 
Washtenaw, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Lenawee, 
and Wayne counties. 
American 1 is proud 
to serve the members 
of their communities 
by creating financial 
wellness through per-
sonal everyday bank-
ing.
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Farm to Table Event to Benefit 
5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s 

Farmers Markets

Chelsea inaugurated the series in August 2016. 
Alber’s Orchard was the country setting for the 2018 event.

Dexter’s Farm to Table planning committee

From: Shawn 
Personke

We’ve come full cir-
cle. The sixth annual 5 
Healthy Towns Farm 
to Table Fabulous Feast 
will take place on Sun-
day, Aug. 29, 2021, at 4 
p.m. at the Grass Lake 
Community Park & Pa-
vilion.

For the past 5 years, 
the fundraising dinner 
traveled to each of the 
five healthy towns. In 
2016, Chelsea present-
ed the first dinner, fol-
lowed by Grass Lake, 
Manchester, Dexter, 
and, in 2020, Stock-
bridge.  

Now the circuit be-
gins again.

This year’s chair, 
Sabrina Edgar, man-
ager of the Grass Lake 
Farmers Market, is 
joined by community 
members from the oth-
er four towns. 

“Hosting the Farm 
to Table dinner is a 
great way to showcase 
your town, celebrate 
the farmers, and local 
food.”

“One of our goals 
when we first started 
organizing the dinner 
was to build bonds 
between the commu-
nities,” Edgar added. 
“Through the planning 
committees, I’ve met 
some cool people. And 
on the day of the event, 
it’s great to see all these 
people from the 5H 
towns, getting to know 
each other, visiting 
about mutual friends, 
sharing connections, 
and talking about local 
food and the impor-
tance of our farmers.”

With Grass Lake 
celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, it’s a dou-
ble bit of fun.

“All of Grass Lake 
is bubbling about the 
sesquicentennial and 
we’re glad we could in-
clude the dinner as part 
of the celebration,” she 
said.

Edgar said she also 
wants people to know 
that the committee is 
planning for a Covid-
safe event.

“We’re providing 
more tables in the fresh 
air under the pavilion 
and tent so that people 
can eat and socialize 
with some space,” she 
said.

Chelsea’s market 
manager, Emily Gris-
wold, has been lining 
up the chefs to pre-
pare the food donated 
and purchased from 
each of the five farm-
ers markets. While the 
menu is still being fine-

tuned, she is excited 
to welcome back chefs 
from Smokehouse 52, 
Roaming Goat, and Sil-
ver Maples, with Com-
mon Grill providing 
the rolls. Additions to 
this year’s chef team in-
clude Chef Savur, Chel-
sea Burger, Kitchen Lit-
tle, Chelsea Alehouse, 
and Jolly Pumpkin. 
Lone Oak Vineyards 
is providing the wine, 
and Jolly Pumpkin, the 
beer. 

“Lone Oak has a 
new dessert wine that 
we’re including as a 
tasting to accompany 
the dessert course,” said 
Griswold. 

For the past three 
years, the event has also 
held an auction. This 
year’s online auction 
opens August 8 and 
runs through 3 p.m. 
on August 29. At that 
time, the most popu-
lar items head to a live 
auction format. Items 
are still being collected, 
but current highlights 
include a stay near the 
coast of Italy and a 
Dinner for 4 Prepared 
in Your Home by Chef 
Savur!

Stephen Petty, 
the new CEO of the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation, is excited to ex-
perience the Fabulous 
Feast and meet com-
mittee members who 
have been working on 
the event.

“One of the pri-
mary pillars of the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation,” said Petty, “is 
to encourage people 
to eat better, which in 
turn helps ensure bet-
ter long-term health 
outcomes. Our farmers 
markets play an essen-
tial role in the five com-
munities to support 
greater access to fresh, 
local foods at afford-

able prices.” 
He added that the 

markets also provide a 
great opportunity for 
community residents 
to stay connected local-
ly, offering music and 
other events that en-
courage people to come 
together.

“Our communi-
ties love their farmers 
markets and the Foun-
dation is happy to sup-
port the annual Farm 
to Table event. Con-
gratulations to the 2021 
Fabulous Feast to bene-
fit the Chelsea Farmers 
Market, Dexter Win-
ter Marketplace, Grass 
Lake Farmers Market, 
Open Air Market of 
Stockbridge, and the 
Ac or n / Man c h e s t e r 
Farmers Market and 
Cafe.”

WHAT: 5 Healthy 
Towns Farm to Table 
Fabulous Feast, a multi-
course dinner! 

WHEN: Sunday, 
August 29, 2021, at 4 
pm

WHERE: Grass 
Lake Community Park, 
120 Brown St., Grass 
Lake, Michigan

HOW MUCH: 
Tickets are $75. 
Available online at 
Eventbrite (link below) 
or at the Farmers Mar-
kets in Chelsea, Stock-
bridge, Dexter, Grass 
Lake, and Manchester.

Online: 
h t t p s : / / f a r m -

2 t a b l e _ _ g r a s s l a k e .
eventbrite.com 

w w w. f a c e b o o k .
com/5healthytowns-
farmtotable

https://www.32auc-
tions.com/Farm2Table

For more infor-
mation about the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation or the five Farm-
ers Markets, visit ww-
w.5healthytowns.org.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
things, gifts and life-
style apparel for all 
ages,” Jordan said. 
“It's not just for the 
horse and rider, it’s a 
boutique for every-
one who loves the life-
style.”

The store was 

New Business Spotlight: 
Say Hey to La Jument

originally set to open 
March 2020, but with 
lags in the supply chain 
and the shutdown due 
to the pandemic, they 
started online at la-ju-
ment.com and opened 
the doors at the end of 
May this year “when 
horse show season 

was really picking up.” 
Currently about 70% 
of sales are in-person 
and 30% online.

“The delay of the 
opening let us refine 
our model and our 
vision a little bit, so I 
think it ended up be-
ing a good thing for 

us,” Knepper said. 
“I think more of our 
sales are in-person 
now, though, because 
many of the goods we 
sell are difficult to find 
or people haven't seen 
before, and in riding, 
many people still want 
to try on and make 
sure things fit a very 
specific way.”

La Jument means 
“the mare” or female 
horse, in French.

“It fits our goal - 
simple elegance, cen-
tered on the horse,” 
the website says. “The 
store is about our pas-
sion for the equestrian 
lifestyle and the center 
of that is uncompro-
mising care for hors-
es.”

Jordan’s love for 
horses stems from 
growing up next door 
to a horse barn in 
New Mexico where 
he helped his neigh-
bors take care of their 
horses. He moved to 
Michigan 15 years ago 
to work for the Henry 
Ford Health System 

as a vascular surgeon. 
His love for horses 
and the lifestyle con-
tinues to grow, as he 
and Juliane shared 
one of their first dates 
horseback riding, 
their children ride 
and now they own the 
boutique.

“Owning the store 

is like Christmas ev-
eryday,” Knepper 
said. “We get these 
things that we've al-
ways wanted, we open 
them up, put them 
out in the store and 
take pride in curating 
exactly what we and 
others want.”

Photo Courtesy of La Jument 
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Sounds & Sights on Thursday 
Nights August 5, 2021

Now in its sixth 
week, Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights 
continues its abbrevi-
ated free summer con-
cert series on Thurs-
day, Aug. 5 from 6:30 
until 8:30 p.m. Profes-
sional artists perform 
at seven staged areas 
located throughout 
downtown Chelsea 
showcasing music, 
chalk art, and crafts!

This week the 
family-friendly enter-
tainment features a 
make-and-take craft 
organized by Chel-
sea Area Girl Scouts 
alongside the free 
“How to Chalk” se-
ries at Palmer Com-
mons.  All ages are 
invited to create col-
orful works of art. 
This week the theme 
is “Robots, Aliens, 
and Monsters,” led by 
professional chalk art-
ist Seth Allison.

The stellar line-up 

of Michigan artists 
includes folk and jazz 
musicians Duo One: 
Dede Alder and Josh 
Holcomb at Katie’s 
Korner on the library 
lawn, and the blue-
grass quartet, The 
King Family Band, at 
South Street.  

The East Middle 
Street stage features 
Ransom Jones with 
a funky-fresh mix of 
classic rock favor-
ites.  And just past the 
railroad tracks, Kari 
Holmes Trio per-
forms country at the 
Glazier Building. 

Around the cor-
ner, a diverse group 
of musicians called 
The Dorkestra com-
bines their study of 
jazz, African, Latin, 
world, and funk into a 
unique eclectic reper-
toire at the Clocktow-
er Gazebo. 

At The Grateful 
Crow restaurant, aL 

Jacquez performs 
blues, rock, and gos-
pel.

While strolling 
downtown, visitors 
can explore the in-
stallation of Sculp-
tureWalk Chelsea, 

a self-guided walk-
ing tour of 16 juried 
sculptures. 

Chelsea Area Fes-
tivals & Events is a 
not-for-profit organi-
zation that enriches 
Chelsea, and the sur-

rounding communi-
ties, by promoting the 
presentation of and 
participation in qual-
ity performing and 
visual arts throughout 
the year. 

For an updated 

list of performers and 
stage locations, please 
visit www.chelseafes-
tivals.com and follow 
@chelseafestivals on 
Facebook and Insta-
gram.

Kari Holmes Trio photo by Mark NaderDuo One: Dede Alder and Josh Holcomb

Ransom Jones
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Mikaila loves 
leading the 

Bulldog band

By all accounts Ju-
nior Mikaila Leonard 
will have an awesome 
year in the band as 
one of three drum ma-
jors for the upcoming 
marching season.

Mikaila has a lot 
of friends she has met 
through band. “I’ve 
met a lot of friends 
in band, especially 
throughout my sec-
tion,” Mikaila said. 
“You really start to 
make great connection 
with the people in your 
section after spend-
ing so much time with 
them, and you make 
friends that will last a 
lifetime.”  

She is multi-talent-
ed with instruments. 
“I play the flute during 
concert season, but I 
march piccolo. I enjoy 
learning new music on 
both, but I usually use 
my flute most of the 
time.”

The band does not 
do marching compe-
titions. “We don’t do 
competitions, but I en-
joy our marching band 
festival, exhibition, and 

band festival,” she said.
There is so much 

she likes about the 
band.

“I don’t know if I 
can just choose one, 
there’s too many! A 
couple things that I 
think would be my fa-
vorite is band camp, 
our car wash, the lock-
in at the school during 
band camp, and the ex-
hibition we put on,” she 
proclaimed. “Also just 
being with everybody 
because it feels like we 
are all a family.”

Things will be ex-
tra special for her this 
year. “This year I get 
the opportunity to be 
one of the drum ma-
jors for the Chelsea 
Band and will contin-
ue again next year,” 
she announced. “I am 
thrilled to have this 
opportunity and can’t 
wait to see what hap-
pens next!”

Hobbies for Mi-
kaila include hanging 
out with friends and 
family, spending time 
outside, playing  with 
her dogs, listening to 
music, going on a drive 
somewhere, practicing 

her instrument, and 
going shopping.

Her favorite classes 
are band and English. 
“My top choice (for col-
leges right now) would 
be the  University of 
Michigan,” she said. 
“I would like to  par-
ticipate in the schools’ 
marching band and  
join nursing school.” 
She wants to work in 
healthcare as either a 
pediatric nurse or Phy-
sician’s  Assistant (PA).

Her parents are 
Lisa Leonard (mom) 
and Craig Leonard 
(dad). Emma Leonard 
is her (twin sister),  and 
Olivia Leonard is her 
(older sister).

Her most memora-
ble moments in life are 
many.

“There are too 
many, but I think I’d 
have to say any family 
trip I’ve been on.”

Advice for younger 
band members is good.

“Live in the mo-
ment and don’t take 
anything for granted,” 
she said. 

From: Mario Nanos
As Michigan 

healthcare providers 
battle an ever-grow-
ing overdose epidem-
ic and an increasing 
number of people 
visit our emergency 
rooms or are hospital-
ized with a substance 
use issue, the quality 
of care these patients 
receive has come into 
greater focus. Health 

Bringing Recovery 
into Hospitals:  

How our regional 
healthcare providers 
are responding to the 

substance misuse crisis
systems, like society 
in general, have long 
been associated with 
stigma around sub-
stance use disorder 
(SUD). Across our re-
gion, healthcare pro-
fessionals are working 
to tackle this stigma 
so that all patients are 
treated with the digni-
ty they deserve.

Join Washtenaw 
Families Against Nar-

cotics on Monday, Au-
gust 9, at 7 p.m. for a 
conversation with pro-
viders from some of 
Southeast Michigan’s 
top healthcare systems 
about much-needed 
SUD-treatment re-
form. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to tune 
into a free Zoom pan-
el discussion to learn 
how health systems 
can use empathet-

ic, evidence-based 
treatments to help set 
those in crisis on a 
path to recovery. Our 
panelists for the Au-
gust Washtenaw Fam-
ily Forum include: 

• Sarah Wedepohl 
– Director of Health 
Initiatives, Commu-
nity Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

• Michael Gratson, 
MD, and Matthew 
Orsey – Beaumont 
Health

• Andrew King, 
MD – Detroit Medical 
Center

• M i c h a e l i n a 
Bolton, MD, and Ryan 

Reece, MD – Hurley 
Medical Center

• Mark Weiner, 
MD – IHA/Trinity 
Health

• Emily McCall, 
LMSW, CAADC – 
Michigan Medicine

• David Yanga, 
MD – Ascension 

About Washt-
enaw Families 
Against Narcotics 
Washtenaw Families 
Against Narcotics is 
one of over 20 active 
chapters of Fami-
lies Against Narcot-
ics (FAN) in the state 
of Michigan. FAN is 
a community-based 

program for those 
seeking recovery, 
those in recovery, fam-
ily members affected 
by addiction and com-
munity supporters. 
FAN seeks to change 
the face of addiction, 
dispel the stigma of 
addiction, and edu-
cate the community as 
well as those affected 
by addiction. 

To donate or learn 
more about recovery 
resources available 
within the Washten-
aw County communi-
ty, please visit: www.
WashtenawFAN.org.

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
WALKING CANES, LAWNS, 

GROCERIES AND PIZZA

So it’s Week 8 of 
my doctor-imposed, 
couch-ridden isolation 
from the rest of the 
world.

Somebody please 
help me. I’m losing 
my mind sitting on 
my couch and using 
crutches to get around. 
My arm pits are scaly, 
red and chafed. My one 
good leg is turning into 
a bad leg since I’m us-
ing it so much to hob-
ble around. And the 
walls and furniture of 
my house are scuffed, 
chipped and gouged 
because of the numer-
ous times I’ve smashed 
into them with my 
crutches. The innards 
of my house look like 
I’ve been engaged in an 
eight-week nunchuck 
battle with Bruce Lee.

Eight weeks ago, I 
jumped off the roof of 
my shed and fractured 
my tibia just below the 
knee, partially tore my 
calf muscle, twisted my 
ankle, injured my heel 
and somehow cracked 
a rib. Why would I do 
something like that? I 
don’t know. I’m a guy 
and forgot I’m not 25 
anymore, I guess.

Anyhow, ever since 
then I’ve been relegat-

ed to my couch per my 
doctor’s orders. Though 
after four weeks of do-
ing nothing but resting, 
icing, compressing and 
elevating my injured 
leg, I couldn’t take the 
boredom and isolation 
anymore and decided, 
crutches and all, to go 
back to work in a lim-
ited capacity.

I must say, through-
out this entire ordeal, 
people have been 
amazing. I’ve received 
help for many different 
things from many dif-
ferent people.

From my work col-
league driving 45 min-
utes out of her way on a 
Tuesday to pick me up 
at my house and take 
me to urgent care the 
day after I injured my-
self. Then finish part of 
her job and come back 
later to pick me up 
from urgent care and 
take me home. She even 
brought a cane she had 
from her house to help 
me walk. And, to top 
it all off, she stopped 
at Culver’s on the way 
home so I could get a 
double butter burger, 
fries and a chocolate 
malt. Thank you, Lori.

My neighbor, Ted, 
has been cutting my 
lawn for the past eight 
weeks. I’m a little jeal-
ous — my lawn actual-
ly looks better since he’s 
been cutting it. I don’t 
know what his secret is, 
but a part of me kinda 
wants to remain injured 
so my lawn can contin-
ue looking so nice. I’m 
kidding — sort of. He’s 
a U-M fan and I’m an 
MSU guy. Who says 

Wolverines and Spar-
tans can’t get along? 
Thanks, so much, Ted. 
I owe you.

To my immedi-
ate family, thank you. 
My goodness, I haven’t 
seen my family this 
much since we all lived 
together in the same 
house when we were 
younger. Almost every 
week someone from 
my family has visited 
to keep me company 
and bring groceries or 
something from fast 
food for me to munch 
on. Heck, my brother-
in-law trimmed some 
of my bushes out front 
of my house for me last 
week, while my 6-foot-
3, 245-pound neph-
ew, a former Marine, 
brought me some his-
tory books to read (we 
both love the subject) 
and, along with my sis-
ter (his Mom), weeded 
part of my flower and 
shrub beds.

My significant oth-
er has been wonderful, 
as well. Though living 
an hour and a half away 
(to be closer to her job) 
she’s making an effort 
to help out and nurture 
her “big dummy” of a 
man who doesn’t “have 
enough sense” to use a 
ladder to get down off 
a roof. She loves me so 
much...   Hi honey. Yes, 
I’ll “hurry up and heal.” 
Ludington is still beau-
tiful in August and Sep-
tember — I promise.

And finally, I 
couldn’t close this col-
umn without giving a 
shout out to my peeps 
at Cottage Inn in Chel-
 continued on page 9
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 ➢ continued from page 1

 ➢ continued from page 8

 From:  Joanne Ladio
(Member, Chelsea 
Human Rights 
Commission) 

The workplace 
should be a welcoming 
environment for every 
employee, but it isn't 
always easy to achieve 
a culture of inclusivity.  
Given the importance 
of this culture to the 
workplace, The Chel-

Free training on creating 
an inclusive workplace

sea District Library, the 
Chelsea Area Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
City of Chelsea Human 
Rights Commission 
as well as St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea invite 
business owners, em-
ployers, and the gen-
eral public to join us 
for a presentation on 
how to promote DEI in 
your workplace. Learn 

about some of the 
practices that are used 
at the St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea Hospital, and 
how to apply them in 
your own business and 
life. 

St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea Hospital 
will share why hav-
ing a deliberate focus 
on creating a culture 
that embraces diversi-

ty by recognizing the 
uniqueness of indi-
viduals, communities, 
groups and their per-
spectives and expe-
riences is critical for 
optimal organizational 
performance.   SJMC 
believes that optimal 
organization perfor-
mance can only be 
achieved if a conscious 
and deliberate effort is 

present to continuous-
ly work towards the 
creation of an accept-
ing and nurturing work 
climate where similari-
ties and differences are 
respected, supported 
and valued.   SJMC is 
on a journey to create 
an environment where 
an individual's authen-
tic self is welcomed 
and celebrated.

The presenters are 
a distinguished group 
and include the Presi-
dent of St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea, the Direc-
tion of SHMC Mission 

Services and the Chief 
Human Resource Offi-
cer for The Ann Arbor, 
Livingston and Chel-
sea St. Joseph Systems.

Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion in the 
Workplace, Tuesday, 
August 10 via zoom.  
6.30 to 8.30pm.  

Please regis-
ter with the Library 
here.   (https://chelsea.
evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?Even-
t I d = 1 6 1 1 8 & b a c k -
To=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/08/01)

Advisory Council from 
1994-2004. During his 
time at the Center, he 
has seen many changes 
take place to improve 
the facilities for the 
residents who reside 
there with intellectu-
al and developmental 
disabilities. “An in-
credible transforma-
tion took place when 
we began the ‘Legacy’ 
capital campaign fol-
lowing the 50th Anni-
versary in 2010,” said 
Yekulis. “We began by 

PR Director Joe Yekulis Retires from St. Louis Center

Joe MC’ing an event
creating a new Wel-
come and Orientation 
Center in 2011, then 
came the Special Needs 
Playground in 2013, 
the Assisted Living 
program in Fr. Guanel-
la Hall in 2014, and 
the Children’s Homes 
in St. Louis Guanella 
Village in 2018. With 
the closing of the Chil-
dren’s Program this 
year, those homes are 
now being converted 
into Adult Foster Care 
Homes. Five more 
buildings were added 

to the Village at the end 
of 2020, and eventually 
just about all of the res-
idents living on campus 
will have his/her own 
room.”

Additional high-
lights of Yekulis’ career 
at SLC included two 
back-to-back trips to 
Italy in 2010 and 2011. 
“The first trip was a 
family trip that enabled 
us to see all of the his-
torical places in the 
life of the founder of 
the Servants of Chari-
ty, St. Louis Guanella, 
from Rome to Como 
to Fraciscio, Italy in 
the Alps where he was 
born,” said Yekulis. 
“Then in 2011 Fr. Enzo 
Addari organized a trip 
for 50 people from the 
United States to attend 
the Canonization of St. 
Louis Guanella in Vati-
can Square on October 
23rd. I was given the 
privilege of being a part 
of the pre-canonization 
ceremonies to recite 

a piece in English in 
front of the papal altar 
to about 30,000 people. 
Then during the reces-
sional, Pope Benedict 
came within 50 ft. of 
me as he made his way 
back into the Vatican. 
Vatican City and Rome 
are two of the greatest 
places in the world to 
visit.”

Prior to his work at 
St. Louis Center, Yeku-
lis was a Washtenaw 
County Commissioner 
for ten years represent-
ing Western Washt-
enaw County, and be-
came President of the 
Michigan Association 
of Counties in 2001. He 
was also a member of 
the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment for 17 years, and 
worked throughout the 
county as a Road Patrol 
Deputy and a Sergeant. 
As a deputy, he was a 
paramedic and traffic 
crash Reconstruction-
ist, and as a sergeant, he 

became the first Cen-
tral Dispatch Director 
in 1990 and helped to 
implement the new 
9-1-1 system county-
wide. 

Reflecting on his 
time at St. Louis Cen-
ter, Yekulis said, “There 
are many wonderful 
people who care about 
people with develop-
mental disabilities, and 
it’s been a privilege to 
get to know everyone 
who has been a part 
of the St. Louis Center 
family for the past 27 
years. I want to thank 
all of the people from 
the community who 
have helped St. Louis 
Center along the way, 
especially the folks who 
have supported our golf 
outings, fundraising 
dinners and the special 
events that I’ve been 
privileged to MC and 
write about. St. Louis 
Center has a regional 
following that includes 
the Catholic Diocese 

of Lansing, the Italian 
American Commu-
nity in Oakland and 
Macomb Counties 
and the Knights of 
Columbus throughout 
Michigan. They’ve all 
become special friends 
on a personal level, and 
being here has been a 
special part of my life.”

Joe and his wife 
Denise have two dogs 
Stella and Betsy Ross, 
and are residents of 
Chelsea, where they 
have lived for the past 
41 years. Joe will con-
tinue his work in the 
Knights of Columbus 
as the head of the 4th 
Degree in the Lansing 
and Kalamazoo Dio-
ceses. 

St. Louis Center is 
located in Chelsea, MI, 
and has been caring 
for people with I/DD 
for the past 61 years. 
For more information, 
please visit www.st-
louiscenter.org, or call 
734-475-8430.

sea. I’m sure all of you 
read my column every 
week. I hear there are 
actual bare-knuckle 
brawls (and these are 
just the young ladies 
who work there) to 
see who gets to read 
my column first each 
week. Anyhow, aside 
from my humble brag, 
thank you all so much 
for going the extra mile 
for me — your injured 
customer.

ON THE SIDELINE:
WALKING CANES, LAWNS, 

GROCERIES AND PIZZA
I order Cottage Inn 

quite often, especially 
since I’ve been injured. 
I initially asked to have 
my pizza delivered to 
my front door, which 
has two bushes next to 
it. My back door is ad-
jacent to my driveway 
and the door every piz-
za delivery person has 
knocked on in the 14 
years I’ve lived in my 
house. Because of my 
injury, and because my 
couch is closer, I asked 

to have my pizza deliv-
ered to my front door. 
To my happiness, my 
pizza was brought to 
my house and delivered 
to my front door.

That initial “front 
door” request was eight 
weeks ago. Now, ever 
since, every time I or-
der from Cottage Inn, 
the person on the other 
end of the phone asks, 
“Do you want your piz-
za delivered to the back 
door or the front door 

with the bushes?” I al-
ways chuckle to myself 
and smile when I hear 
this question. “Only in 
a small town,” I say to 
myself. I love it.

Heck, Cottage Inn 
even went so far as to 
deliver a sub and a 2-li-
ter of pop to me while I 
was at work at a prop-
erty in Chelsea. It was 
past their “normal op-
erating hours” but I 

explained my situation 
and how it would be 
difficult for me to get 
to their business to pick 
up my order. When the 
young lady delivered 
my sub and 2-liter of 
pop to the place where I 
was working, I thanked 
her profusely for going 
out of her way, especial-
ly since it was officially 
past her working hours. 
She smiled and laughed 

and said, “It’s okay, I 
don’t mind. I heard you 
were the “crutches guy” 
and I remembered you. 
I hope you feel better.”

Only in a small 
town.

Thank you every-
one.

Eight weeks into 
my injury.

I feel better al-
ready...
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Summary

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol offi-
cers were dispatched 
to the 6000 block 
of Werkner Rd. for 
the report of a fam-
ily trouble involving 
a mother and son. 
Upon arrival, the of-
ficers were met by a 
22-year-old Chelsea 
man who was out-
side on the porch 
talking on his cell-
phone. One of the of-
ficers remained and 
spoke with the adult 
male subject while 
the other officer 
continued into the 
house to speak with 
the female subject. 
The female subject, a 
64-year-old Chelsea 
woman, stated that 
her son was visibly 
intoxicated when he 
arrived home and he 
became upset over 
an incident that had 
taken place earlier 
in the evening and 
began yelling and 
screaming, escalat-
ing to the punching 
of walls in his bed-
room. The female 
subject stated that 

nothing physical had 
taken place however 
she needed police as-
sistance with calm-
ing her son down. 
Upon interviewing 
the male subject, 
he stated that he ar-
rived home and was 
upset over an inci-
dent that had taken 
place while he was 
in town earlier in the 
evening. The com-
plainant stated that 
he had gotten into 
an altercation with 
his mother and had 
been “Choked”. No 
visual injury aside 
from some slight 
redness of the neck 
area was visible. The 
complainant com-
plained of neck pain. 
The complainant 
was transported to 
the hospital at his re-
quest for a medical 
evaluation. The case 
was submitted to the 
Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office 
for review and de-
nied citing a lack of 
criminal elements of 
the crime; the case 
was closed.

Incident #: 21-1228

Location: 6000 block of Werkner Rd.

Date: July 21, 2021

Time: 12:16 am

This  is a great 
family event or out-
ing for you and your 
coworkers. Curlers 
will receive instruc-
tion from our Curling 
coaches and will get 
to end their time slot 
with a scrimmage. 
All skill levels are 
welcome. Your $30 
registration also in-
cludes the all you can 
eat pizza, salad, and 
pop being served in 
the upstairs banquet 
room at The Arctic 
Breakaway from 7:00 
– 11:00 pm. You can 
also register for just 

Curling Fest is Back 
at The Arctic Coliseum!

the dinner for $15 
(No Curling). Ad-
vanced registration 
is required.  Open 
skate is included for 
all ticket holders  and 
skate rental will be 
available on site.

A big thank you to 
our presenting spon-
sor,  Rick Taylor Real 
Estate, for making 
this event possible!

Visit  chelseam-
ich.com to register or 
email  terris@chelsea-
mich.com.

See you at the Col-
iseum!


