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Commencement 

Ceremony Class of 2020

From left: Riley Sumner, Mitch Reynolds, Vinny Yado and Aiden Boote.
Photos By Kitty Golding, JoAnne Reynolds, Chrissy Fitch, Dana Nold, Jason Sexton, 

Gretchen Steele and Leslie Lewis.

(Special Thank You 
to Gretchen Steele for 
providing information)

On Sunday July 12, 
Chelsea High School 
Class of 2020 held their 
commencement ceremo-
ny at Jerry Niehaus Field. 
Graduates and their fami-
lies gathered for the much 
anticipated graduation 
ceremony and to cele-
brate. Introductions and 

CLOCKTOWERCOMIX.COMCLOCKTOWERCOMIX.COM Photos By Sarah Gilbreath and Dave Wilcox
Story on Page 11

Natalie is senior 
ready
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From Chelsea Senior 
Center

(Please note: this is 
NOT SJMC's "Market 
Bucks" program)

Are you or some-
one you know a senior 
in need of fresh local 
produce? Eligible se-
niors can enroll in less 
than 10 minutes over 
the phone by calling 
Ayana Curran-Howes 
at 734-492-5363 and 
she will mail the $20 

“Senior Project 
Fresh” through 

Washtenaw 
County Health 

Department

worth of coupons di-
rectly to you. If seniors 
are unable to go to their 
local farmers market 
themselves they can 
send a proxy.

This program’s 
specific eligibili-
ty criteria includes: 
1.) Be 60+ years of 
age OR 55+ years 
AND a member of a 
federally-recognized 
tribe/an urban Na-
tive American group, 

2.) Live in Washt-
enaw County, 
3.) Have a total month-
ly household income 
less than $1967 (single 
person) or $2658 (2 
person household).

For more informa-
tion visit their website, 
call 734-492-5363, or 
email Ayana at curra-
nhowesa@washtenaw.
org



Page 3Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian July 17, 2020    

Good morning/af-
ternoon,

We want to start by 
thanking a few people. 
First off thank you to 
those who voted, Will 
and I are truly honored 
to be the ones to speak 
at our graduation.

Also, we want to 
thank all of the CHS 
staff for making high 
school a genuinely en-
riching experience, 
EVEN THOUGH I 
was definitely more of a 
pain than a pleasure to 
have in class like it says 
on my report card.

I would also like 
to thank my parents 
for sticking with me 
throughout all of my 
high school hardships.

We would also like 
to give Big round of ap-
plause for Mr Kapolka 
for holding out so we 
could have as close to a 
real graduation as pos-
sible with the current 
situation.

Alright, we finally 
made it to graduation 
after four long months 
of waiting, which I 
guess really isn’t that 
long considering that’s 
the amount of time it 
takes for Will to grow 
any sort of facial hair.

At the same time, 
you can miss a lot in 
four months. Just ask 

Class of 2020 Student Speech 
Jaylen Watson

all the kids that skipped 
class on a regular ba-
sis… you know who 
you are.

During these last 
four months we have 
also seen a lot of change.

We have seen 
things that not even our 
grandparents have seen.

Things like whole 
sports seasons being 
cancelled, the introduc-
tion of these beautiful 
masks as a social norm, 
and not being allowed 
to leave the house in 
fear of COVID 19.

We also missed 
prom, but nobody 
would have gone any-
way because the lights 
probably would’ve been 
on, and that’s just the 
beginning of the long 
list of things ruined by 
corona.

I did not have the 
honor of going here 
freshman year, but 
when I moved here as 
a sophomore I realized 
that Chelsea is different.

We are a school 
heavily driven by aca-
demics and the mindset 
that you must be bet-
ter than the next per-
son and creates a lot of 
competition between 
students. The high ac-
ademic standard that 
Chelsea prides itself of 
has made all of us better 

scholars and made us 
more prepared for our 
post secondary lives.

Graduated Chel-
sea alums have said 
time and time again 
that our schools aca-
demic standards have 
prepared them well for 
college and beyond, so 
just know that we are all 
ready to tackle the real 
world together.

If there’s anything 
that this extended 
spring break has taught 
us, it’s that we’re better 
together than apart. 
That means dropping 
the facades of endless 
competition and em-
bracing our classmates 
for what they are--peo-
ple. In 20 years, we ar-
en’t going to remember 
each other by class rank 
or SAT score like our 
school will. As a class, 
we will reminisce on 
the tasteful moments 
that high school provid-
ed, like, pep rallies, late 
nights with friends, and 
football games against 
Dexter (24 STRAIGHT 
BABY). Even as a pan-
demic has ruined the 
capstone of our senior 
year, we can still look 
back on our experienc-
es with the class of 2020 
as bonding and a con-
versation starter.

As I began to think 

about what to say to 
you all today, I realized 
how the class of 2020 is 
a class of many first.

We are the first class 
to have not lived in a 
pre 9/11 world, a world 
where there wasn't as 
much security in air-
ports and loved ones 
could walk you onto 
your plane, and meet 
you right out of the 
gate when you landed. 
We were also in school 
when President Obama 
was elected into office, I 
remember watching his 
inauguration speech in 
my classroom. We also 
had to deal with not one 
BUT two viruses. Who 
remembers the ebola 
virus and all of the con-
cern that came along 
with it? Then this school 
year came, all of the ups 
and downs that come in 
every other school year, 
until corona.

I remember when 
China had the most 
cases and there weren't 
many cases in the US, 
then Mr Pedlow was 
telling us that corona 
would eventually make 
its way to the US. The 
week before we stopped 
going to school, Mr. 
Pedlow would make 
strange predictions and 
we would come back 
to school the next day 

living exactly what he 
predicted… this is not 
the only time i thought 
mr pedlow was crazy 
for those wondering. 
Once we got sent home 
we all thought we were 
going to get a nice, well 
deserved three week 
spring break, but three 
weeks turned into three 
months and time just 
flew by. In addition to 
being a class of first, 
we are also a class of 
change

Oftentimes we 
find ourselves caught 
between change and 
stagnancy. Our world 
moves swiftly and un-
forgivingly, and we find 
it hard to follow along. 
Held back by our par-
ents, peers, and some-
times pressures present 
in our local environ-
ments, we struggle to 
maintain our individ-
uality as we’re pulled 
from both sides.

Just as I’ve seen 
our community torn 
by recent events, I’ve 
seen so many positive 
qualities in my class-
mates. I’ve seen once 
shy classmates step 
up to champion social 
change, driven by an 
American movement 
but influenced by our 
own small town. In ad-
dition, I got to witness a 

football team go to Ford 
Field two years ago and 
followed it up with 
an undefeated regular 
season this year! I also 
had the opportunity 
to watch our very own 
XC team win a state 
championship in back 
to back years! These are 
just a few of our schools 
greatest moments and 
we as the class of 2020 
have shown that we 
are all capable of great 
things. I’ve seen it, we’ve 
all seen it.

To conclude my 
portion of the speech, 
I want to thank all of 
you for being each oth-
er's biggest supporters, 
through standardized 
testing, long nights 
studying, and all of life's 
fun moments. Think of 
today not as the end of 
something, but the be-
ginning of our future. 
After today, life's doors 
become a little bit wider 
and the opportunities 
that will arise are end-
less. Don't be afraid to 
try something new, and 
continue to carry your-
selves “the chelsea way” 
thank you all!

It is with great hon-
or that I welcome to the 
stage our second speak-
er, and my best friend 
Will Scott.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 continued on page 11

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Tracy Rose
www.tracyrose.net

500 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Ann Arbor, MI  48108
734-769-3800        www.reinhartrealtors.com

734-726-5400

What is your 
home worth? 
Find out today!

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

will be conducting a 
series of short inter-
views with Chelsea 
Residents for 52 weeks, 
bringing to light differ-
ing personalities and 
design styles in our 
community.  Perhaps 
you will meet some-
one new through these 

weekly interviews or 
perhaps it will be YOU! 
Stay tuned and follow 

us each week – we now 
introduce you to  Mi-
chelle Elie.

What is your cur-
rent profession? A Re-
altor for twenty years. 
Prior to real estate, I 
was an Occupational 
Therapist for 20 years.

Your family mem-
bers: Husband Vince, 
daughters Grace 24 
and Maria 23.

People think of 
me as: Tough  but real-
ly I am a softy.

When did you 
move to Chelsea and 
where did you live 
prior to coming to 
Chelsea? We moved to 
downtown Chelsea in 
2000, right as I was be-
ginning my real estate 

career. We spent the 
two previous years in 
Dexter, and before that 
we lived in the historic 
district of Kalamazoo.

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live?  I love be-
ing so close to every-
thing Chelsea has to 
offer. We can walk ba-
sically everywhere; to 
restaurants, the library, 
the bank, the farmers 
market, and of course, 
my office! I especially 
love the historic archi-
tecture in our neigh-
borhood, and I never 
grow tired of admiring 
the craftsmanship and 
beauty of my neighbors 
homes. I love that I can 
ride my bike safely in 
and around town, and 

when my kids were in 
school here, the loca-
tion couldn't have been 
more convenient.

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? We do have a 
second home in down-
town Pentwater, just 
a half mile from Lake 
Michigan. It's a sea-
sonal home, so we go 
there as often as we can 
between May and Oc-
tober

What three words 
describe your style? 
Simple, comfortable, 
not cluttered.

What are you most 
inspired by in your 
design/decor? History.

When entering 

Michelle Elie
Photo Courtesy of Michelle Elie
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Thank you Jaylen, 
and thank you every-
one for being here. 
I’d also like to wel-
come all the relatives 
and friends watching 
from home. For some, 
navigating the inter-
net is more danger-
ous than navigating 
around certain Chel-
sea students on I-94, 
so I’m glad you made 
it safely.

Jaylen did an ex-
cellent job addressing 
change, and I want to 
examine that at a more 
personal level. High 
school itself is full of 
changes; it seems like 
decades have passed 
between our first 
game of Waddliatcha 
at Link Crew orien-
tation and today. In 
that time, we’ve met 
new friends and said 
goodbye to old ones. 
We’ve dropped sports 
and hobbies for new 
ones. We’ve moved 
from intro classes to 
challenging, tailored 
course loads (or for 
those of you with se-
nioritis, maybe it's the 
other way around).

At a time in our 
lives when everything 
seems to be changing, 
all of us have some-
thing we stick with. 
Chelsea has a unique 
mix of dedicated 
scholars and athletes, 
some of which have 
stayed faithful to their 

Class of 2020 Student Speech 
Change and Persistance - Will Scott

passion throughout 
high school. For ex-
ample:

- 10 A.M. Riley Da-
vis, Kierstan Anstead, 
Owen Brown, Abbie 
Bost and many oth-
er classmates sitting 
here have stuck with 
sports so long they’re 
going to be playing in 
college.

- NOON: Zander 
Hartsuff, Adam Haus-
er, Savannah Fisk, Jo-
siah Fitch and many 
other classmates sit-
ting here have stuck 
with sports so long 
they’re going to be 
playing in college.

- 2 PM: Myranda 
Montoye, Olivia Olk, 
Vinny Yado, Alex-
is Nelson, and many 
other classmates sit-
ting here have stuck 
with sports so long 
they’re going to be 
playing in college.

- 4PM: Garett 
Steele, Gabe Vowels, 
Mitch Reynolds and 
many other class-
mates sitting here 
have stuck with sports 
so long they’re going 
to be playing in col-
lege.

- Swager hasn't 
stopped volunteering 
his kids as free labor 
since they were born.

- I’m pretty sure 
Mr. Finger’s signa-
ture moustache hasn’t 
budged in at least a 
decade.

I could continue 
forever, but at its core, 
my point is: we have 
some level of con-
trol over the things 
we change. Sticking 
with sports for years, 
switching friend 
groups, and using 
your kids as work-
horses are all choices 
we make. In the com-
ing months and years, 
we’re going to shed 
parts of ourselves, and 
preserve others. At 
some point we’re all 
going to drop class-
es, join new friend 
groups, and just plain 
change as human be-
ings.

I want to chal-
lenge you to be dil-
igent in how you 
grow and change as 
adults. Chelsea is a 
great town, but it’s 
also a bubble. We 
stick with people who 
look like us, talk like 
us, and think like us. 
As we head out into a 
broader world, we’ll 
be bombarded by 
new viewpoints and 
ways of life. It’s easy to 
drown out these voic-
es and lock yourself 
into the friend group 
you’ve been a part of 
for ten years. It’s just 
as easy to fall away 
from your roots en-
tirely in an attempt to 
blend in.

I believe balance 
is found in the mid-

dle ground. Instead 
of drifting towards 
change or stagnancy, 
we can look for op-
portunities to grow.

We need to engage 
with people raised in 
different cities, states, 
and countries. In this 
way, we can purpose-

fully change ourselves 
into better individu-
als, carrying the em-
pathy of a tight knit 
community but ready 
to adapt to what is to 
come.

We’re being re-
leased into a social 
climate more mallea-

ble than it has been 
for generations past. 
Don’t waste this op-
portunity. Class of 
2020, change your-
selves for the better, 
and use it to change 
the world.
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All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM employee 
pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2015 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will 
qualify. Prices are good through 08/03/2020. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory 
By 08/03/2020.  See dealer for more details.

©2020 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2020 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$379 / 39/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500miles.

Stk. #K08065

2020 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$369/ 39 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500 miles.

Stk. #K08155

2020 ESCALADE 4WD
LUXURY

$689 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08189

2020 XT5 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$359/ 39 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500miles.

Stk. #K08381

2020 CT5

$419 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. # K08272
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No News To Report This Week

Chelsea Police Department 
Weekly Summary
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 ➢ continued from page 1
welcoming remarks were 
given by CHS principal 
Michael Kapolka. Student 
addresses were given by 
William Scott and Jaylen 
Watson. The certification 
of graduates and the pre-
sentation of diplomas was 
done by Superintendent 
of Chelsea Schools, Julie 
D. Helber.

CHS principal Mi-
chael Kapolka had these 
words for the graduat-
ing class: "They have re-
sponded in a time of great 
disappointment with an 
exuberant spirit of posi-
tivity when faced with ad-
versity and setback. Our 
Seniors refused to fall 
into the trap of reacting 
to events of their senior 
year with negativity, but 
rather, they responded 
with positivity and resil-
ience. I am very proud of 
this graduating class."

Congrats and best 
wishes again to the CHS 
Graduating Class of 2020!

Chelsea High School Commencement 
Ceremony Class of 2020

Pictured from left to right. Kyle Mitchell, Sam Michaels, Nate Quintana, Shane Nold, Ethan Litzinger, Micheal Mason, 
Max Konschuh and Mason Pustay.
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Class of 2020 - College/Career Plans
Ackley, Trevor William, Washtenaw Community 
College
Allen, Hunter Michael, Undecided
Almhiemid, Melina Cadria, Indiana University–
Purdue University Indianapolis*
Andres, Ariana Lentz, Michigan State University*♥
Anstead, Kiersten Nicole, Jackson College*♥
Ashe, Ella Kathleen, Grand Valley State University*♥
Ashley, Joshua Scott, Eastern Michigan University 
Balaka, Miller Boris, Ferris State University 
Banotai, Nathan Andrew, Michigan State 
University*♥ 
Barlas, Benjamin Walter, Associated Training 
Services, WI
Barney, Cannon Lee, Utah State University*♥
Basar, Joel Kennedy, Washtenaw Community 
College
Bean, Jasper Solomon, Undecided
Beauchamp, Olivia Grace, Michigan State 
University*
Bee, Mallery Artemis, Gap Year*♥
Black, Mitchell Wilson, Michigan State University*♥
Blissick, Olivia Dee, Eastern Michigan University*
Boone, Connor Ryan, University of Toledo
Boote, Aidan James, Junior Hockey 
Bost, Abigail Loryanne, Trine University
Boughton, Drew Allen, University of Michigan*♥
Britton, Austin Hunter, Workforce
Brodeur, Madison Kate, Eastern Michigan 
University*♥
Brosnan, Logan Ann, Undecided
Brown, Owen Samuel, Adrian College*
Burga, Olivia Anne, Washtenaw Community 
College
Burgess, Leah Isabelle, Purdue University*♥
Burlett, Madison Lynn, University of South 
Carolina*♥
Burrell, Maia Isabella Grace, Washtenaw 
Community College
Byerly, Andrew Jon, Michigan State University*
Caister, Lillian Rose, Michigan State University*♥
Canfield, Kayla Marie, Chelsea Young Adult 
Program
Carpenter, Marianna, Western Michigan University*
Chamberlain Zivsak, Benjamin Joseph, Carleton 
College*♥
Champagne, Joshua, Washtenaw Community 
College
Chen, Weiyi, Eastern Michigan University
Chizek, Emily Elizabeth, Calvin University*♥
Christie, Madeline Elizabeth, Washtenaw 
Community College*♥
Chu, Rui, Eastern Michigan University
Clark, Megan Nicole, Western Michigan University♥
Claus, Lily Madison Leigh, Michigan Technological 
University
Clouse, Courtnee Marie, Calvin University 
Cobb, Jaden Christopher, Workforce
Collins, Sydney Rose, Grand Valley State 
University*♥
Davis, Riley Elizabeth, Wayne State University*♥
Davis, John Gregory, Undecided
Dehoorne, Mathieu Elliot, Cincinnati Ballet 
Professional Training Division
Delwiche, Aidan Michael, University of 
Michigan*♥
DePaoli, Jack Michael, Western Michigan 
University* 
DeYoe, Morgan Patricia, Michigan State University
Dickinson, Mitchell Ray, Western Michigan 
University 
Dosey, Zachary William, Washtenaw Community 
College*♥
Doss, Pamela Reece, Michigan State University*♥
Dunahoo, Ethan Edward, 252 Electrical Union
Fahle, Owen Richard, Columbia College 
Chicago♥
Fannin, Nicholas Michael, University of 
Michigan*♥
Feldkamp, Kara Kay, Western Michigan 
University*♥
Fields, Kauri Lauryn, Cedarville University*♥
Fischer, Bradley Donavyn, Washtenaw Community 
College
Fisk, Savannah S., Eastern Michigan University*♥
Fitch, Josiah Jeffrey, Spring Arbor University*♥
Fiveland, Tom Scott, Washtenaw Community 
College
Fletcher, Megan Ashton, Northern Michigan 
University*♥
Ford, Maegan Lee, Central Michigan University*♥
Frazier, Fayth Marie, Wittenberg University 
Fredenberg, William Stephen, Harvard University*♥
Freyre, Gabriel William, Washtenaw Community 
College
Gibb, Phoebe Sue, Ensign College*♥
Gilbreath, Sarah Michelle, Michigan Technological 
University*
Glendening, Lucas Michael, University of Michigan*
Golding, Daniel Elliot, Northern Michigan 
University*♥
Green, Dominik David, Washtenaw Community 
College*♥

Gross, Ryan Ethan, Undecided
Gurganus, Isabel Marie, Continue Cosmetology 
Education
Guthre, Scott Louis, Eastern Michigan University
Hackett, Brendan William, Western Michigan 
University
Hale, Allison Jade, Washtenaw Community College
Hall, Rebecca Brinlea, Eastern Michigan University*
Hansen, Wesley Paul, Undecided
Hartsuff, Zander Reid, Calvin University*♥
Hash, Benjamin Lee, Wayne State University
Hauser, Adam Thomas, University of Wisconsin 
Whitewater
Heim, Justin William, Workforce
Henderson, Skyler Cree, Chelsea Young Adult 
Program
Hepburn, Devon Keith, Undecided
Higgins, Thea Pappas, Michigan State 
University*♥
Hochrein, Tyler William, Undecided
Howard, Taylor Nicole, Rocky Mountain College of 
Art and Design
Iannelli, Jaron Tyler, Eastern Michigan University 
Honors College
Jacobusse, Grace Elizabeth, Gap Year
Javis, Nicholas Louis, Ferris State University
Johnson, Keller Malley, Oakland University
Jones, Kayla Nicole, University of Toledo♥ 
Jones III, Boyce Ray, Workforce
Kaemming, Nicholas Daniel, Undecided
Kasper, Morgan Michelle, Gap Year
Keaton, Arthur Maeve, Gap Year
Kennings, Thomas William, University of 
Michigan*♥
King, Suhjin Jha, Washtenaw Community College 
Knight, Kyle Robert, Workforce
Koch, Mikayla Anne, Washtenaw Community 
College
Kolman, Elizabeth Grace, Michigan Career and 
Technical Institute
Konschuh, Maxwell Robert, Washtenaw 
Community College
Koseck, Erik Robert, Western Michigan University
Kosowski, Andrew Thornton, Workforce
Krakowiak, Samantha Marie, Eastern Michigan 
University 
Krause, Riordan Lawrence, University of 
Michigan*♥
Krause, Deaglan Starr, University of Western 
Ontario*♥
Krauss, John Caleb, Undecided
Kurowicki, Sidney Paige, Washtenaw Community 
College
Kurth, Morgan Elizabeth, Brigham Young 
University*♥
Lehman, Reagan Mackenzie, Ohio State 
University*♥
Letourneau, Kaitlin Paige, University of Michigan 
Lewis, Alexander Philip, Western Michigan 
University*♥
Lin, Edanjen Tung, University of Michigan*♥ 
Litzinger, Ethan Thomas, Washtenaw Community 
College 
Long, Mya Ann Marie, Western Michigan 
University 
Loring, Sarah Elizabeth, Grand Valley State 
University*♥
Loy, Emma Madison, Eastern Michigan University
Luna Perez, Valeria, University of Arizona
Mahalak, Eleanor Grace, Full Sail University*♥
Martin, Cole Nathan, Undecided
Mason, Michael Nicole, Eastern Michigan 
University
Mason, Chelsea Thomas, Travel
Mater, Ava Renae, Central Michigan University 
Honors College*♥
Matusko, Nickolaus Bernard, Michigan 
Technological University*♥
Maynard, Lilian Ann, Penn State University*♥
McDonald, Emma Irene, Washtenaw Community 
College
McGuffin, Riley Caroline, Grand Valley State 
University 
Michael, Samuel James, Olivet College
Mitchell, Andrew Ferguson, Grand Valley State 
University
Mitchell, Kyle James, Grand Valley State University
Montoye, Myranda Louise, Oberlin College*♥
Neal, Hailey Adriana, Undecided
Nelson, Alexis Therese, Hope College
Nold, Shane Douglas, Muskegon Community 
College
Northrop, Sawyer McClellan, Michigan 
Technological University♥
Norwood, Joseph Flint, Gap Year*♥
Olk, Olivia Lynn, University of Michigan*♥
Park, Chaemin, University of Pittsburgh
Patton-Scott, Green Eva, Washtenaw Community 
College
Perkins, Paulina Alicia, Michigan State University
Pfeiffer, Ethan Samuel, Adrian College*♥
Pierce, Carolyn Elizabeth, Washtenaw Community 
College*♥

Prodin, Olivia Ann, University of Michigan*♥
Pustay, Mason Allen, Wayne State University
Quintana, Nathan Devan, Undecided
Resteman, Christian Liviu, Eastern Michigan 
University
Rettig, Kenna Rae, Washtenaw Community College
Reyes, Maxwell James, Lawrence Technological 
University
Reynolds, Mitchell Roderick, Olivet College
Robbins, Abigail Christian, Grand Valley State 
University*♥
Robinson, Carson Alan, Lansing Community 
College
Rosolowski, Emily Lin, Michigan State University*♥
Sackett, Aislynn Mayree, Undecided
Samek, Raymond Anastacio, Washtenaw 
Community College
Sanborn, Zachary Howard, Michigan State 
University
Scheese, Madelyn Rose, Grand Valley State 
University*
Schmidt, Darian Alexis, Grand Valley State 
University
Schreiber, Destri Cole, Eastern Michigan University
Schumann, Alexa Nichole, University of Toledo*♥
Scott, William Henry, University of Michigan*♥
Sexton, Abbey Elizabeth, University of Mississippi*♥
Shore, Abigail Helen, Eastern Michigan University*
Shore, Andrew Thomas, Eastern Michigan 
University
Skiotys, Aleksa Karina, Michigan State University*♥
Snyder, Olivia Katherine, Undecided
Soriano, Emily Ruth, University of Toledo*♥
Spadafore, Ryan Anthony, Michigan State University
St. Amour, Sydney Ellen, Michigan State 
University*♥
Steele, Garrett Patrick, Junior Hockey
Steinaway, Alex Benjamin, Undecided
Stofflet, Ross Sprague, Jackson College
Struk, Katharine Marie, Undecided
Sumner, Riley Michielsen, Western Michigan 
University
Suntheimer, Grace Malone, Gap Year
Sutch, Casteen Elizabeth, Eastern Michigan 
University
Sweeny, Kayla Marie, University of Michigan*♥
Taylor, Amanda Ruth, Gap Year
Tokarski, Cassidy Leigh, Michigan State 
University*♥ 
Trimble, Jordan Renee, Washtenaw Community 
College
Van Batavia, Kyra Renee', University of 
Minnesota*♥
Van Riper, Brennan Wesley, Washtenaw Community 
College*
Vandegrift, Brynn Elise, Undecided
Vandehey, Hayley Diane, Washtenaw Community 
College* 
Vowles, Gabriel Tal, Oakland University
Wang, Jiayuan, Eastern Michigan University 
Watson, Jaylen Anthony, University of Michigan 
Dearborn*♥
Weinreich, Kelsey Ann, Washtenaw Community 
College
White, Christopher Thomas, Great Lakes Maritime 
Academy*♥
Wireman, Benjamin Gray, Michigan Technological 
University*♥
Woodward, Leila Jasmine, Washtenaw Community 
College
Wotta, Zachary James, Washtenaw Community 
College
Wozniak, Teresa Ann, Eastern Michigan 
University*♥ 
Wurster, Rebecca Elise, Western Michigan 
University*
Xu, Jiajian, Eastern Michigan University 
Yado, Vincent Joseph, Tiffin University* 
Yeasting, Benjamin Edward, Undecided
Zeller, Abaigail Brooke Elizabeth, Michigan State 
University

DISTRICT DIPLOMAS
Baird, Aidyn Chalmer, Workforce
Blough, Abigail Kayleigh, Eastern Michigan 
University 
Cope, Daija Renee, Undecided
Daggett-Bainton, Madelynn Michelle, Jackson 
College
Kozminski, Rachel Rose, Eastern Michigan 
University 
Malone, Donna Kay, Undecided
Simmerman, Kelsey Grace, Eastern Michigan 
University

HONORARY DIPLOMAS 
Baskar, Abitha - High School completion, India
Hermosa Campos, Hugo Alejandro – High School 
completion, Paraguay
Poonpoka, Nicha - High School completion, 
Thailand

*Cum Laude Graduate
(Gold Honor Cords)

♥Member of National Honor Society
(Red Honor Cords)

Class Officer/Student Council
(Blue Honor Cords)
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 ➢ continued from page 1
Chelsea senior Na-

talie Davies is ready 
for her 2021 school 
season. In sports she 
runs cross  country, 
track (distance runner, 
never ran less than an 
800 meter race), played 
basketball until junior 
year, and played soft-
ball until her sopho-
more year.

She was named a 
team captain for cross 
country this year. Na-
talie likes staying busy. 
"Running has made 
me stronger, smarter, 
tougher, and a better 
person,” Natalie said. “It 
has also introduced me 
to so many good peo-
ple and friends. I am 
thankful to be a part of 
the Chelsea cross coun-

Natalie is senior ready

try and distance track 
teams."

Her favorite class-
es in high school have 
been all the English 
classes she has taken, 
especially AP English 
Language with Mr. 
Zainea and Journalism 
with Mr. Schilt, Spanish 
with Mr. Rodriguez, AP 
Physics with Mr. Swa-
ger, and Honors Alge-
bra 2 with Mr. Mitchell. 

Natalie explained 
that by taking these 
classes she not only be-
came a better student, 
but also a better per-
son. “I have learned a 
lot in all of the classes 
I have taken at CHS, 
but these classes are 
some of the ones I have 
found the most enjoy-
able and have learned 

the most in,” she said. “I 
really like English and 
language classes if you 
can’t tell, but I also en-
joy classes where teach-
ers make every day dif-
ferent from the last. 

“In all of my fa-
vorite classes, I have 
learned about life out-
side of the curriculum. 
I have learned to see 
and understand differ-
ent viewpoints and how 
to talk, write, and com-
municate on my own. 
I have grown from al-
most all the classes I 
have taken, so it is hard 
to choose only a few fa-
vorites.”

Her parents are 
Amy and Jeremy. Nora 
and Iris Davies are her 
siblings.

Natalie is unsure 

what college she would 
like to attend after high 
school or what she will 
be majoring in. She has 
a variety of possible ca-
reer path ideas differ-
ing from engineering, 
to government work, or 
journalism.

Along with being a 
student athlete, Natalie 
also has been an active 
contributor to Chelsea 
High Schools’ news-
paper, the Bleu Print, 
since her sophomore 
year. She is extremely 
excited to be one of the 
editors in the upcom-
ing school year.

“I love being able to 
find stories and share 
them,” she said. “Jour-
nalism is the perfect 
way to do that. I love in-
terviewing and figuring 

out the most effective 
way to share the stories 
of passionate people. I 
am unsure what career 
I will have in the future, 
but I definitely haven’t 
crossed being a jour-
nalist out as an option.

She has won the 
Chelsea Excellence 
award as a junior. Na-
talie has taken 9 AP/
Honors courses so far 
and has a weighted 
GPA over a 4.0.

“For track, my 
sophomore year I made 
all region in the 2 mile 
and was part of the 
all-region 4x8 team.

XC I made all 
league junior year and 
was the first girl in 2 
years to run under 20 
minutes (I ran 1953 
at the Gabriel Richard 
meet),” she said.

She has never com-
peted in a state meet 
and would really like to. 

“That is one of my 
goals for cross country 
this year if we end up 
able to have a season,” 
she said.” “I haven’t been 
able to run as much as I 
would have liked in the 
last 8 months because 
of my injury from cross 
country, but that hasn’t 
kept me from finding 
new ways to stay active. 
I find ways to move and 
exercise almost every 
day. From chair cardio 
and biking to swim-
ming and pool jogging, 
I have been staying in 
shape and am ready to 
run.”

Last year was tough. 

“I was sad when track 
season was canceled 
because so many of my 
best friends are seniors 
this year who had been 
training all winter, and 
I knew they would nev-
er get a chance to com-
pete wearing a Chelsea 
uniform again. Person-
ally, I probably would 
not have been able to 
run much during track 
season because I had a 
lingering injury from 
cross country season,” 
she said. “Not having 
any specific races to 
train for made it easier 
for me to take off the 
extra time I needed to 
heal my injury. I enjoy 
school, so I was also 
disappointed about 
school being closed for 
the rest of the year. I 
do understand why it 
was, though, and want 
my teachers, classmates 
and all their families to 
be safe.”

Her advice to oth-
er students is strong. 
“Work hard and good 
things will happen,” she 
said. “It won’t always 
be what you expect or 
wish for, but something 
good will come out of 
it. Don’t forget to look 
for silver linings and 
appreciate any sort of 
progress, no matter 
the size, because some-
times the final product 
won’t be where you see 
it. Don’t be afraid to try 
new things and always 
stay open to new per-
spectives.“

your home, how do 
you want it to feel? 
Comfortable and invit-
ing.

What is one ele-
ment or trend in de-
sign you do not like? I 
don't care for antique 
"period" decor in an 
old house as I don't 
ever feel comfortable 
in that type of setting. 
It feels like a museum 
to me.

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an existing 
one? Never have, and 
never want to!

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 
design of your home 
- if so, what did you 
find most helpful? As 
a matter of fact, I used 
a company called Kitty 
and Company to help 
me coordinate a cus-
tomized back splash in 
our kitchen.

What is the big-
gest design issue you 
struggle with? I don't 

 ➢ continued from page 4 really feel like I design 
my home. I'd like to 
have a better flair for 
that, but I think I'm 
satisfied with what I 
have.

As you think 
about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have incor-
porated some of them 
in your own home? I 
grew up in a huge 100 
year old brick home on 
the west side of Lan-
sing. My dad was a real 
estate developer, and 
when he bought the 
house, it had 500 acres 
surrounding it (all the 
land was farmed by the 
original owners). There 
were many barns and 
outbuildings, that were 
our playground. Grow-
ing up in an old home 
is what shaped my love 
for historic architecture 
and the unique features 
found only in turn of 
the century homes. 
The house I grew up 
in was based on func-

tional use - I am one 
of eight children (five 
younger brothers), so 
there weren't any valu-
ables displayed our 
house. Only required 
furnishings that could 
withstand my brothers 
abuse. I've kind of car-
ried that into my home 
now. I don't have a lot 
of "stuff " in my house.

Have you stayed 
true to a style through 
the years, or have you 
fluctuated in your 
tastes?  I pretty much 
rely on comfortable, 
functional style. I guess 
I take after my Mom in 
that way, although for-
tunately I don't have 
eight kids.

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
select one item from 
your home to keep, 
what would it be and 
why?  It would be tied 
between the vintage 
upright piano and a 
school masters desk 
we bought on our hon-
eymoon 28 years ago. 
Both hold significant 

sentimental value.
 Which room in 

your home gets the 
most use? Our living 
room which is in the 
center of the house. It's 
the largest room in the 
house and has a comfy 
seating/gathering area 
in addition to housing 
a vintage upright piano 
and a desk.

Name an item you 
purchased for your 
home that you regret 
buying? Honestly, I 
like everything in my 
house! Am I the only 
one that can say that??

No room is com-
plete without: Pictures 
of my kids.

By nature I am:  A 
Minimalist.

What had you 
been doing to pass 
the time during the 
COVID-19 State shut-
down?  I read quite 
a few books, and my 
daughter Maria and 
I walked A LOT. We 
went to all the trails 
around Chelsea, Stock-
bridge and Dexter 

many times! In addi-
tion to that, I basically 
went crazy.

Has any local ven-
ue particularly caught 
your eye - if so why? 
I've always loved The 
Potting Shed and Bum-
bles. Both stores have 
such well thought out 
and unique inventory. I 
believe everyone on my 
gift list has at least one 
gift from both stores.

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie – Chicago 
because of the music 
and dancing. I also love 
comedies and one of 
my favorites is Young 
Frankenstein.

Favorite Histor-
ical Place You have 
visited - Prague, Czech 
Republic.

Scent- I love "clean 
laundry" scented can-
dles.

Music–   I love the 
music I grew up with; 
Carly Simon, The Doo-
bie Brothers, Stevie 
Wonder.

Meal-  Jets Pizza!

TV show-  Schitt's 
Creek.

Travel Destina-
tion (on your bucket 
list)– I'd like to tour 
Germany.

Season- The fall 
(aka football season).

Color-Yellow.
C o l l e c t i o n s – 

Memories.
Museum - Detroit 

Institute of Art.
Hobbies- Golf, 

bike riding.
Favorite Design 

Style-Art Deco.
Tree – Lilac bushes 

and Dogwoods.
Item on a book-

shelf  - I love historical 
fiction set in the World 
War II time period.

 Kitty’s note:   Mi-
chelle and I have 
known each other for 
awhile now- I love her 
charming older home 
in downtown Chelsea 
and am envious of the 
location- and yes, she 
has a very fitting kitch-
en backsplash to her 
home style!  Michelle 
diligently showed us 
many homes when 
we were looking a 
long while back, even 
though we could never 
find one that ended up 
working!  Michelle has 
a fun sense of humor 
and loves this commu-
nity – but you already 
knew that!
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