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REBEKAH LOVES 
SOFTBALL

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Chelsea High 
School softball has 
some serious talent 
coming back. Rebekah 
Zachrich will be a se-
nior in the fall and she 
is serious about her 
softball career.

There are several 
moments in softball 
that standout for her.. 

“A moment that is 
unforgettable for me 
individually was when 
I hit the walk off triple 
against Eaton Rapids,” 
Rebekah said. “But as 
team it would have to 

be winning the region-
al title this year.”

Her extra time (if 
there is such a thing) 
is usually spent at her 
love (softball).

“I play travel soft-
ball all summer for Fi-
nesse National. I really 
enjoy doing this,” she 
commented.

Advanced Fitness 
is her favorite class. 
Her favorite coach is 
her travel coach Kar. 
She wants to attend 
college.

“I am unsure where 
I will be going at this 

Breathe into the future
From: Susan 
Whitmarsh

If you look closely, 
really pay attention, the 
universe is constantly 
talking to us; sending 
us signals, signposts, 
messages to help steer 
and guide us along our 
path. About 6 months 
ago, I dreamt that I 
was living in a house 
by the sea. My daugh-
ter Ellie and I were in 
the bright, open kitch-
en, and in shuffles my 
mum, from her down-
stairs room. The next 

Local students are 
bringing art to the 
trails and streets of 
Chelsea. Hundreds 

Community 
Art on the 
B2BTrail

of elementary and 
middle school stu-
dents have designed 
colorful wooden 
boards with person-
al portraits and vi-
brant patterns in their 
art classes during 
the past school year. 
These boards will 
be displayed along 

Pictured is Susan Whitmarsh and Amy Busch 
outside of Breathe Yoga.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
day, as I was teaching 
Sivananda, a text came 
through from my sister: 
call me urgently: mum’s 
in the ER. (she actually 
said “casualty” but I’m 
translating for you…). 
It was a sign, and at that 
exact moment I made a 
decision.

At the end of this 
year, I will be moving 
back home, to England, 
to help take care of my 
Mum and start over. 
This is quite possibly 
the most difficult and 
life-altering decision 
of my life. But after 16 
years here in the States, 
it’s time.

So, what of the stu-
dio? 

Breathe into the future

This month, Breathe 
Yoga will celebrate 6 
years in business. I am 
delighted to announce 
that, as of July 1st, Amy 
Busch will become 
Breathe Yoga’s new lead 
instructor, and owner/
manager. I believe this 
switch in ownership to 
be the perfect solution, 
and one which will en-
sure the continuation 
of what has come to be 
for many of you, a wel-
coming space, a safe ha-
ven, and a source of joy, 
friendship and growth.

Amy and I used 
to practice alongside 
each other at Chelsea 
Wellness, and then she 
was one of my students 
there when I began to 

teach. She reminded me 
the other day that when 
we first opened, she was 
in our very first studio 
class and pretty much 
skipped down the street 
to class, so happy that 
Chelsea at last had its 
very own yoga studio. 
:) Amy was the first 
student to enroll for 
Breathe Yoga’s very first, 
and to date, only Teach-
er Training. So, a little 
over two years later - 
pretty much the same 
amount of time that I 
had been teaching be-
fore opening this space 
-  I think it’s fitting that 
I am now passing the 
baton on to her.

I hope that you will 
join in congratulating 

Amy and know that 
you will do your best 
to support them going 
forward.

It’s been a tough 16 
months as you know, 
and with your sup-
port and the support 
of our instructors, we 
have survived, and I 
have every confidence 
that with Amy at the 
helm we can get back 
to where we were prior 
to everything going tits 
up (there’s a Sue-ism 
for the books for you). 
I will be in the States 
until pretty much the 
end of the year, and I 
will continue to teach 
my classes and privates. 
For the period of July 
through October, I will 

work with Amy on a 
consulting basis, work-
ing to transition the 
business as smoothly 
as possible. But really, 
overall, it will largely 
be business as usual. 
Amy and I are excited 
to bring the studio back 
into full momentum 
over the summer and 
into the fall and will be 
working very hard to 
do that.

To our extraordi-
nary team of instruc-
tors, I want to express 
my sincere gratitude 
for the commitment, 
camaraderie and com-
passion with which you 
have continued to ap-
proach your work since 
the beginning of this 
pandemic, and from 
the very beginning - 
I seriously could not 
have managed it alone. 
I really hope that you 
are all largely unscathed 
and that you are mak-
ing sure to practice self-
care yourself, in addi-
tion to holding space 
for others to do so.

And to you, our 
wonderful commu-
nity, my students-be-
come-friends, and 
those special people 
who have kept me 
buoyant throughout, 
I will miss you dear-
ly. You have become 
my family away from 
home; a family not by 
blood but one bound 
and grown strong by 
the love of yoga and 

community. I am so 
incredibly honored to 
have met you on this 
journey, and to have 
walked a while along 
this path with you. 

In love, light and 
joy,

Sue x
{Deep cleansing 

breath}
Breathe Yoga is a 

place of connection and 
a wonderful communi-
ty that Sue has built over 
the last 6 years. And in 
the yogic tradition of 
passing knowledge and 
practices from teacher 
to student, the journey 
of Breathe Yoga Chelsea 
will continue with me 
as lead instructor and 
owner, beginning July 
1, 2021. I am truly ex-
cited to move forward 
on the path ahead fol-
lowing in the footsteps 
of Sue with focus on 
learning, healing, and 
finding your way back 
to your true nature: Joy!  
I look forward to see-
ing you at class in our 
beautiful studio space 
or connecting with 
you online, as I teach 
and practice alongside 
you. I truly appreciate 
the dedicated and vi-
brant yoga community 
in Chelsea and hope to 
thrive and grow what 
Sue has so lovingly cre-
ated as we all Breathe 
into the future!

With love and grat-
itude,

Amy
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Hailey R. Pierce of 
Chelsea has earned a 
spot on Saginaw Val-
ley State University's 
Winter 2021 semester 
Deans' List.

To be eligible for 
the Deans' List, a stu-
dent must take at least 
12 credit hours and 
carry a semester GPA 
of 3.4 or better. More 
than 1800 students 
from SVSU were 
named to the list.

Saginaw Valley 
State University is a 
comprehensive uni-
versity with more 
than 90 programs 
of study for its more 
than 8,000 students. 
Located on a subur-

Hailey R. Pierce of Chelsea 
named to SVSU Deans' List 

for winter 2021 semester
ban campus in Michi-
gan's Great Lakes Bay 
Region, SVSU is com-
mitted to a support-
ive and empowering 
environment for stu-
dents.

SVSU emphasizes 
undergraduate teach-
ing and learning, and 
community-based re-
search. In 2015, SVSU 
received the Com-
munity Engagement 
classification from the 
Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement 
of Teaching, a distinc-
tion achieved by only 
7 percent of U.S. col-
leges and universities. 
By their senior year, 
84 percent of stu-

dents have engaged 
with community em-
ployers and agencies 
in internships, field 
placements or some 
other component of 
their academic prepa-
ration.

SVSU is establish-
ing itself as a leader 
in STEM education 
for the Great Lakes 
Bay Region, part-
nering with busi-
nesses, foundations 
and school districts 
to improve students' 
performance in math 
and science at the 
middle school, high 
school and university 
levels.

KALAMAZOO, 
MI (07/06/2021)-- 
More than 600 stu-
dents were named 
to the spring 2021 
Dean's List at Kalam-
azoo College.

The following lo-
cal students made the 
list:
Daniel Black of 
Chelsea
Ryan Hanifan of 
Chelsea

Local Students Named to 
Kalamazoo College Dean's 

List for Spring 2021
Kimberly Schmidt of 
Chelsea
Sophia Sjogren of 
Chelsea

Dean's List recog-
nition is earned with 
a grade point average 
of 3.5 or better.

Kalamazoo Col-
lege, founded in 1833, 
is a nationally recog-
nized residential lib-
eral arts and sciences 
college located in Ka-

lamazoo, Mich. The 
creator of the K-Plan, 
Kalamazoo College 
provides an individ-
ualized education 
that integrates rigor-
ous academics with 
life-changing experi-
ential learning oppor-
tunities. For more in-
formation, visit www.
kzoo.edu.

Cynthia Cole-
Heiss of Chelsea has 
been named to the 
Dean's List at John 
Carroll University for 
the Spring 2021 se-
mester.

Students eligible 
for the Dean's List 
must have complet-
ed a minimum of 12 
semester hours with-
in one semester and 
have a quality grade 

Cynthia Cole-Heiss of 
Chelsea named to Spring 
2021 Dean's List at John 

Carroll University
point average of at 
least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.

About John Car-
roll University:

John Carroll Uni-
versity  is located in 
University Heights, 
Ohio, a suburb of 
Cleveland. Its mis-
sion inspires indi-
viduals to excel in 
learning, leadership, 
and service in the re-
gion and around the 

world. One of 27 Je-
suit colleges and uni-
versities in the United 
States, John Carroll 
University is recog-
nized nationally for 
an exceptional four-
year graduation rate, 
teaching excellence, 
and a commitment to 
living a faith that does 
justice.

By: Michelle Elie, 
Realtor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@gmail.com

Happy summer 
Chelsea neighbors! I 
hope you're enjoying 
the warmer tempera-
tures and all that our 
community has to offer. 
As I know you're aware, 
the real estate market 
has been as scorching 
hot as our tempera-
tures. All I can say is 
everything you've heard 
about it is true; high de-
mand, low inventory, 
bidding wars, escalation 
clauses, multiple offers, 
appraisal gaps, waiving 
inspections ..... and on 
and on. Here's a sum-
mary of the 2nd quarter 
listing and sales activity 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings - 100
Average list price - 449,006
Number of homes sold - 103
Average sale price - 388,062
Sold homes averaged three bedrooms, 
two baths, and 1946 square feet

Here’s the 2nd Quarter Report Chelsea Real Estate recap;

2nd Quarter Report

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors ML

in the Chelsea market; 
Of the 100 homes 

listed last quarter, there 
are only 22 that aren't 
under contract (offers 
accepted) or sold. I also 
counted, and of the 103 
homes sold, 50 sold 
for over list price. The 
record breaker was a 
home that was listed at 
675,000 and sold for a 
whopping for 850,000. 
Yes, that's 175,000 over 
the list price!! Obvious-
ly that's the exception 
to the rule, but suffice 
it to say, if you're look-

ing to buy, be prepared 
to exceed the list price 
in order for your offer 
to win. Experienced 
buyers agents use strat-
egies to get the winning 
bid, and without having 
a buyers agent, it's ex-
tremely doubtful your 
offer will be accepted. 
The current market dic-
tates hiring Real Estate 
professionals to list or 
help you buy. Please feel 
free to reach out to me 
to help you with any of 
your real estate needs.



Page 4Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian July 16, 2021    

Savings in
Chelsea

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

A few years ago 
Jason Eyster noticed 
the leaves of oak trees 
in the area turning 
yellow rather than 
the healthy summer 
green. He noticed 
that the trees with 
the yellow leaves were 
dying and wanted to 
know why.  He con-
tacted several orga-
nizations to find an 
answer.  He quickly 
realized most did not 
care or have an an-
swer. A collaborative 
citizen science group 
was born from this 
curiosity.  He sought 
others who might 
have an interest; res-
idents from both 
Chelsea and Dexter 
began investigating 
and researching the 
issue.     

The group iden-
tified 52 trees in the 
area  that seemed to 
be suffering from the 
same issues.    The 
group contacted 
MSU.  MSU sent peo-
ple over; the DNR  
and  plant pathology, 
and collected tissue 
and soil samples.  The 
hypothesis was the 

Curiosity May Save the Oaks
oaks were suffering 
from a disease called 
iron chlorosis, a form 
of malnutrition in 
trees. But according 
to the samples, there 
was plenty of iron in 
the soil.   The group 
was perplexed.  Why 
would this problem 
start happening and 
why now? The  group 
consists of a variety 
of people with a va-
riety of backgrounds; 
chemists, photogra-
phers, school chil-
dren, and  physicians.  
Someone in the 
group brought up the 
question of acid rain. 
Could it be an issue of 
acid rain?  Acid rain  
killed half the Black 
Forest   in the 1990s.   
But when the group 
found the research 
and trends in acid 
rain, it found acid 
rain has improved 
greatly in Michigan.  
Acid rain isn’t killing 
the oaks.  In fact the 
group discovered that 
acid rain had like-
ly been helping the 
oaks.  The soil in this 
area is very alkaline.  
According to Meagan 
Shinn of Horticul-
ture Magazine, “On 

alkaline soils certain 
nutrients, particu-
larly iron, are locked 
up.”   Ironically, acid 
rain neutralizes the 
soil  making the iron 
more readily available 
to plants.  Due to im-
provements in acid 
rain, plants in Mich-
igan are having a dif-
ficult time obtaining 
nutrients.  People in 
agriculture may al-
ready be aware.  The 
group spoke to a com-
pany that provides 
fertilizer to farmers.  
The company ex-
plained that farmers 
of certain crops are 
having to supplement 
iron  when in years 
prior the need was 
not there.  

But, iron chloro-
sis is  still  a theory.   
Always curious,  the 
group sent samples 
from four trees. Three 
were yellow and the 
fourth was green. If 
the theory was cor-
rect the trees suffering 
from iron chlorosis, 
yellow leaves being 
a symptom prior to 
the death of the tree, 
would   have low iron 
levels.  But, the tree 
with the green leaves 

had less iron than 
all the yellow trees.   
The group, with a 
wealth of knowledge 
and backgrounds, 
including Profes-
sor emeritus George 
Hochmuth, Plant Nu-
trition and soil Fertil-
ity, The University of 
Florida,  was invited 
to speak but opted to 
continue to work with 
the group because 
nobody else is really 
studying the subject 
at this point.  The 
knowledge gleaned 
could be potentially 
groundbreaking, not 
just for Washtenaw 
County Oaks, but 
possibly in different 
parts of the coun-
try and world.    The 
expert from Florida 
suggested  the group 
test whether or not  
the issue is iron chlo-
rosis or if it might be 
manganese chlorosis.  
The group plans on 
testing by utilizing a 
foliar spray method  
that a backyard gar-
dener might use on 
tomato leaves.  How-
ever, foliar sprays 
only work on the 
leaves sprayed.  So, 
as a true solution for 

oaks it probably is not 
the answer.  But the 
group can test leaves 
for iron and manga-
nese  and come up 
with a plan or a pro-
tocol  to address the 
issue.    What started 
as simple curiosity 
and a collaboration 
between  a variety of 
backgrounds , is turn-
ing into a ground-
breaking community 
science group.  Resi-
dents of both Dexter 
and Chelsea are work-
ing together to search 

for answers and solu-
tions.    Between the  
overall curiosity, and 
unwillingness to take 
not sure or shoulder 
shrugs as an answer, 
a group of neighbor-
hood scientists might 
be coming up with a 
way to save the beau-
tiful old oaks the area 
is known for. 

https://www.hort-
mag.com/gardens/
plants-for-alkaline-
soil  (link to the arti-
cle quoted in the sto-
ry).
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United Methodist 
Retirement Commu-
nities (UMRC) & Por-
ter Hills is delighted to 
announce the recent 
opening of the newly 
renovated Mackinaw 
Dining Room located 
at its historic Chelsea 
Retirement Commu-
nity (CRC) campus. In 
addition to infrastruc-
ture improvements, 
this project includes 
updates to the dining 
room, a new patio deck 
with gas fireplace, and 
lounge space where 
residents can gather.

A gift from former 
UMRC Board member, 
Rich Brown and his 
wife, Karen, of Plym-
outh, Michigan, helped 
make the lounge area 
possible, according 
to Wendy Brightman, 
President of the UMRC 
and Porter Hills Foun-
dations. “This new 
lounge, named ‘Gracie’s 
Grotto’ to commemo-
rate their beloved Ital-
ian greyhound, Gra-
cie, offers a beautiful 
and comfortable space 
where residents can 
mingle before and after 
their meals, play games, 
and enjoy snacks, sips, 
and socializing,” said 
Brightman.

Rich Brown, who 
served on the UMRC 
Board from 2004 
through 2019, includ-
ing as board chair in 
2018 and as UMRC 
affiliated with Porter 
Hills in 2019, said he 
and Karen were hon-
ored to help support 
this project. “I have 
great compassion for 
the residents and team 
members of UMRC 
& Porter Hills,” said 
Brown. “The concept 
of upgrading the din-
ing room was appeal-
ing, especially knowing 

UMRC & Porter 
Hills Opens Newly 

Renovated Mackinaw 
Dining Room at 

Chelsea Retirement 
Community

Donors’ Gift Names Gracie’s 
Grotto Lounge

how important the din-
ing room environment 
is for residents. It’s part 
of their home, and we 
see it as something that 
adds to their comfort 
and enjoyment.”

Regarding the new 
lounge, Karen Brown 
added, “A grotto is a 
warm, secluded area 
to relax in and to en-
joy together. We hope 
residents will enjoy 
the conviviality of this 
space, giving them a 
special place to get to-
gether and socialize.”

UMRC & Por-
ter Hills Chief Project 
Development Offi-
cer, Kate Collins, who 
led the project, said, 
“UMRC has been serv-
ing meals and nour-
ishing older adults in 
this same part of the 
Chelsea Retirement 
Community building 
since it opened in 1906. 
Our plans for this new-
ly renovated space in-
cluded weaving in old 
and new, including the 
use of many historic 
photos of CRC. Be-
cause it is our residents’ 
home, we encouraged 
their participation in 
choosing the chairs, sil-
verware, and place set-
tings in the new dining 
room.”

The dining room 
menu has also been 
updated, including a 
signature dessert of 
Mackinac Island fudge 
in keeping with the 
theme of the space. Ap-
petizers are also avail-
able in Gracie’s Grotto.

“With this proj-
ect, we are excited to 
change the whole feel 
of dining for our res-
idents,” said Collins. 
“Friendships will be 
created here in Gracie’s 
Grotto. We could not 
have had this scope of 
a project without gifts 
like the Browns’. These 
extras bring love and 
joy to those we serve.”

To learn more 

about Chelsea Retire-
ment Community or 
UMRC & Porter Hills, 
visit umrcph.com.

Building on a foun-
dation of 165 years of 
combined service to 
older adults, United 
Methodist Retirement 
Communities (UMRC) 
& Porter Hills is a faith-
based, nonprofit orga-
nization whose mission 
is: Welcoming all, part-
nering together, en-
riching lives. Its vision 
is: A world in which 
all are empowered to 
age well. Together, 
UMRC & Porter Hills 
represents the second 
largest nonprofit senior 
living organization in 
Michigan. With a tra-
dition of exceptional 
quality and a commit-
ment to cutting-edge 
care, UMRC & Por-
ter Hills and its affili-
ates combine to serve 
over 7,400 older adults 
each year, from 24 lo-
cations and service 
lines, across 22 coun-
ties in Michigan’s low-
er peninsula. umrcph.
com|734.433.1000 and 
616.949.4975

The UMRC Foun-
dation is the chari-
table arm for United 
Methodist Retirement 
Communities, with 
headquarters in Chel-
sea, Michigan. Since 
its inception in 1998, 
the UMRC Founda-
tion has provided over 
$18,500,000 through 
its Benevolent Care 
Fund to help UMRC 
residents remain in 
their homes when 
they outlive their re-
sources. The mission 
of the UMRC Foun-
dation is to promote 
the wellness, dignity, 
and independence of 
seniors by supporting 
UMRC residents, staff, 
and the communities 
UMRC serves. umrc-
foundation.umrcph.
com|734.433.1000

Rich and Karen Brown and the drawing behind them is of their Italian 
greyhound, Gracie Mae, for which Gracie’s Grotto was named.
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Sounds & Sights on Thursday 
Nights July 22, 2021

Photos Courtesy of Mark Bogarin Photography.

Now in its fourth 
week, Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights 
continues its abbrevi-
ated free summer con-
cert series Thursday, 
July 22, from 6:30 until 
8:30 p.m. Professional 
artists perform at sev-
en staged areas located 
throughout downtown 
Chelsea showcasing 
music, magic, and 
chalk art.

The family-friendly 
entertainment features 
Alexander the Magi-
cian alongside the free 
“How to Chalk” sem-
inar at Palmer Com-
mons.  All ages are in-
vited to create colorful 
works of art. This week 
the theme is “Mythical 
Creatures” led by pro-
fessional artist Seth 
Allison.

The stellar music 
line-up includes blues 
s i n g e r- s o n g w r i t e r 
John Latini at Katie’s 
Korner on the library 
lawn, and a-rockin’ 
Johnnie Cash tribute 
band, Cash is King, at 
South Street.  

The East Middle 
Street stage features 
Creole du Nord with 
a mix of Cajun and 
Zydeco.  And just past 

the railroad tracks, the 
country band Fangs & 
Twang returns to the 
Glazier Building. 

Around the corner, 
David C. Bloom and 
Friends perform jazz 
at the Clocktower Ga-
zebo. Outside of The 
Grateful Crow restau-
rant, Ian Stewart per-
forms acoustic blues 
and roots.

While strolling 
downtown, visitors 
can explore the new 
installation of Sculp-
tureWalk Chelsea, a 
self-guided walking 
tour of 16 juried sculp-
tures. 

Chelsea Area Fes-
tivals & Events is a 
not-for-profit organi-
zation that enriches 
Chelsea, and the sur-
rounding communi-
ties, by promoting the 
presentation of and 
participation in quality 
performing and visu-
al arts throughout the 
year. 

For an updated 
list of performers and 
stage locations, please 
visit www.chelseafes-
tivals.com and follow 
@chelseafestivals on 
Facebook and Insta-
gram.
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Obituaries 
Larry Brink

On July 8, 2021, 
many hearts were 
broken by the loss of 
the kind and beautiful 
soul of Larry Bruce 
Brink, who died at 66 
years young. He was 
born on January 18, 
1955, in Ann Arbor, 
MI, son of Ron Brink 
and Ellen Smith, who 
both preceded him in 
death. His wife, Kerri 
Pranger, his broth-
ers, Randy Brink and 
Doug (Pat) Brink, his 
sister Cathy (Marty) 
Thomson, his daugh-
ter, Brandy Marino, 
and his grandsons, 
Gianni and Cristiano 
Marino, will forever 
miss him and his big 
heart, generous spirit, 
and witty sense of hu-
mor. His sister, Lau-
rie Tear, also preced-
ed him in death, and 
she was dearly missed 
by Larry. His absence 
will be felt by family 
and friends, alike, as 
well as both the Mei-
jer and Lowe’s stores 
on Jackson Road, 
and the Pepsi-Cola 
Company, maker of 
Mountain Dew.

From an early age, 
Larry was a character. 
At age three, he sur-
prised his family with 
a house fire, after 
playing with match-
es under the bed. At 
eight, he wrote a let-
ter to the Beach Boys, 
which impressed 

them enough to send 
photos and para-
phernalia in return. 
Growing up, Larry 
worked with his fa-
ther, watching, learn-
ing, and developing 
an amazing talent for 
carpentry, which led 
to a career in con-
struction. A master of 
all trades, Larry could 
do just about any-
thing—rough fram-
ing, finish carpentry, 
plumbing and electri-
cal, as well as auto re-
pair. Not a huge fan of 
authority, he enjoyed 
working for himself. 
His work ethic, pas-
sion for quality, and 
easy-going personal-
ity earned him a fol-
lowing of loyal clients.

In 1979, Larry 
became a father. A 
true kid-at-heart and 
a loving dad, he and 
his daughter, Brandy, 
made many happy 
memories—fishing, 
listening to Randy 
Travis and Dwight 
Yoakam, practicing 
for driver’s ed (before 
age 10), and sharing 
lots of laughs.

In 1984, he met 
his best friend and fu-
ture wife, Kerri. True 
partners, they worked 
together to transform 
their lives, proceeding 
on a five-year mission 
to change their small 
house in Ann Ar-
bor into a beautiful 

and spacious home, 
which Larry designed 
himself.

In 1998, they fi-
nally tied the knot. 
Through their 37 
years together, they 
shared a close bond 
and deep love, grow-
ing together in qui-
et Christianity, and 
sticking together 
through thick and 
thin. Larry practiced 
many of the fruit of 
the Spirit character-
istics: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, 
and gentleness. He 
was a generous man, 
always thinking of 
others’ needs before 
his own. Larry would 
give you the shirt off 
his back, which was 
probably why he so 
rarely wore one.

In 2009, Larry 
proudly earned the 
title of grandfather, 
and instantly loved 
his grandsons, Gi-
anni and Cristiano, 
with his whole heart. 
Larry was a wonder-
ful grandpa, watching 
the boys weekly, play-
ing right alongside 
them, letting them 
cover the kitchen 
counter with trains, 
feeding them Oreos, 
and even doing mid-
night blankie runs in 
times of crisis.

A visitation is 
scheduled for on Fri-
day, July 16, 2021, 
5-7:30 p.m., with a 
service beginning 
at 7:30 p.m., led by 
Rev. Kathy Schell, at 
Staffan-Mitchell Fu-
neral Home, Chel-
sea. At a later date, 
Larry will be bur-
ied in Bloomington 
Cemetery in Platte, 
SD, alongside many 
generations of Ker-
ri’s family. In lieu of 
flowers, Kerri asks 
that contributions in 
memory of Larry be 
made to the Plymouth 
Heights Christian 
Reformed Church, 
1800 Plymouth Ave 
SE, Grand Rapids MI 
49506, or to Hope 
Network,  https://
hopenetwork.org.

the Dexter-Chel-
sea Road segment of 
the Border-to-Bor-
der Trail, at the en-
trance of the Chelsea 
District Library and 
throughout the city 
of Chelsea. This art-
work celebrates the 
connections across 
our community and 
beautifies our area.

Chelsea School 
District art teachers, 
Penny Olsen, Kim 
Eder, and Rachel 
Brander discuss what 
this program meant 
to participating stu-
dents, "When Chelsea 
School District's 3rd-
8th graders were of-
fered the opportuni-
ty to design portrait/
pattern boards for the 
B2B Trail, they burst 
with enthusiasm and 
creative ideas! Each 
board is an import-
ant celebration of the 

Community
Art on the 
B2BTrail

child within. We are 
immensely proud of 
these students who 
embraced a challeng-
ing art project in sup-
port of their commu-
nity."

The B2B Trail of-
fers opportunities for 
everyone in the com-
munity to get out and 
enjoy the trail - for 
health, recreation, 
nature and beauty. 
The trail connects 
you to cities, parks, 
and many scenic des-
tinations throughout 
Washtenaw County. 
These boards will be 
displayed for four to 
six weeks in the com-
munity and through 
Labor Day on the B2B 
Trail.

The boards will 
be installed mid-July 
and displayed in town 
through mid-August 
and along the B2B 
Trail through Labor 

Day.
A special thanks 

to these local part-
ners, businesses and 
clubs who donated 
supplies and time 
to make this proj-
ect possible: Chelsea 
Kiwanis Club, Chel-
sea District Library, 
Hardwood Solutions, 
McKinley, SRSLY and 
HWPI Volunteers.

For additional 
information on the 
B2B Trail please visit 
the HWPI website at: 
www.b2btrail.org

CONTACT IN-
FORMATION:
Kristin Warzyniec, 
HWPI Community 
Engagement Coor-
dinator- kristin@
b2btrail.org
Susan Faulkner, 
HWPI Executive 
Director- susanfaulk-
ner@b2btrail.org

 ➢ continued from page 1
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

point but yes I will be 
playing softball in col-
lege,” she said.

Her hobbies in-
clude working out and 
spending time with her 

REBEKAH 
LOVES 

SOFTBALL
friends and family.

My parents are Jake 
and Amy Zachrich,” 
she said. “Siblings are 
Rollen and Emma 
Zachrich.”

Advice to younger 

athletes is strong.
“Always remem-

ber that somebody is 
always watching and 
they do notice how 
hard you are working,” 
she exclaimed.

EVAN IS A STEP ABOVE

Photo By Chris Sing

Chelsea seniors in 
the fall have a lot of 
talent to show. Evan 
Sing is one such stu-
dent who happens to 
be very special and 
talented.

“I’m currently in 
Nice, France for a lan-
guage program,” Sing 
said. “I play tennis and 
my extracurricular ac-
tivities include arbor 
club, which I’m the 
president of, and quiz 
bowl, which I founded 
my freshman year at 
CHS. I’m super proud 
of all the progress we 
made and everything 
we’ve accomplished in 
such a short time,” he 
said

“In our first three 
seasons we have beaten 
some of the best teams 
in the region and have 
finished 3rd and 2nd 
in the state champion-
ship for class B. Other 
than being captain of 

quiz bowl I have an 
interest in travel and 
foreign languages.”

During the lock-
down last year he de-
cided he wanted to do 
something useful with 
his time so he spent 
a lot of time learning 
French which has paid 
off a ton. “I’m only two 
days into the month 
long program but in 
terms of best memo-
ries I’m sure this will be 
one of them,” he said. 
“It’s a beautiful town 
and it’s super reward-
ing to be able to speak 
with the locals all 
while being right next 
to the beach. Other 
great memories for me 
include winning the 
personal finance state 
championship this 
year and competing 
at nationals,” he said. 
Sing has learned a ton 
of stuff about finance 
that he never would 
have known other-
wise and it was great 

to work as a team with 
super smart kids.

His favorite class 
was AP Econ with 
Mr. Pedlow which 
prepared her well for 
the personal finance 
challenge and the Eco-
nomics challenge as 
well. 

Life after high 
school looks bright for 
this future superstar.

“After high school 
I’d love to do some-
thing with some inter-
national flair to it,” he 
said. “I’ve always been 
interested in diplo-
macy and foreign lan-
guages so I think I’ll 
probably study that. 
In terms of schools I 
would love to go to 
either Georgetown 
or SciencesPo here 
in France, which is a 
social science school 
with campuses all over 
the country.”

He has two broth-
ers. Casey graduated 
in 2017 and he’s now 
doing a sports intern-
ship in Wisconsin. 
Zak is going into 9th 
grade this fall and he 
likes history and foot-
ball. His mom is Chris 
Sing and his dad is 
Eric Sing.

He has great ad-
vice for younger stu-
dents: “My advice for 
younger students is 
that a little bit of time 
spent doing anything 
every day can add up 
quickly to huge prog-
ress.”
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FINE ARTS FUN 
LEARNING PRE-
SCHOOL is set and 
ready to begin this fall 
in Chelsea! Registra-
tion is now open and 
days of operation will 
match the Chelsea 
District Schools Cal-
endar with some op-
tional “drop-in” days 
when Chelsea schools 
are closed. This pre-
school is geared for 
ages 4, 5, and 6 and is 
limited to 6 children. 
I’d like to introduce 
myself to you!  I’m 
Sharon Broyles and 
would love to help 
you with your little 
one(s)!

What motivated 
you to create this? 
Children have always 
been very precious to 
me. I fully enjoy help-
ing children explore 
their interests in a 
creative and fun way. 
After teaching for sev-
eral years in the pub-
lic and private school 
setting including ho-
meschooling children 
of other families, I de-
cided it was my turn 
to create a school that 
I thought was the best 
of the best. Using my 
Masters in Education, 
applying wonderful 
child centered work-
shops, and having a 
variety of materials, 
the preschool branch 
of FINE ARTS FUN 
LEARNING has been 
launched! Having a 
cap of 6 full time stu-
dents, ages 4, 5, and 
6, would allow great 
opportunity to follow 
closely each child’s 
interests, questions 
and way of learning. 
This also allows better 
conditions to stay on 
track with common 
core academic steps. 
Because of specif-
ic learning materials 
that are gathered to 
build, paint, create 
structures, garden, 
have science experi-
ments, cook, learn to 
draw and much more, 
the classroom is very 
prepared for the the 
children as they begin 
this creative journey. 

Fine Arts Fun Learning 
Preschool

Designing curricu-
lums in the past has 
allowed me to tailor 
each step of learning 
to the child’s inter-
est, ability and needs. 
Children need in-per-
son communication 
and learning.

Creating this pre-
school is a way to 
share my gifts and 
help parents with life 
management and the 
education of their 
children during and 
beyond this recent 
Covid time.

A bit of back-
ground: In 2002, 
side career of music 
snuck up on me and 
overlapped my teach-
ing after attending a 
dulcimer festival in 
Evart, MI. I followed 
the encouragement of 
others to begin pub-
lic dulcimer perfor-
mances and leading 
workshops at sever-
al music festivals in 
several states. After 
many years of fol-
lowing this enjoyed 
ambition, because I 
truly missed the little 
ones, in 2010 FINE 
ARTS FUN LEARN-
ING preschool was 
developed to teach 
academics to homes-
chooled families and 
this has now lead to 
limiting my teach-
ing to preschool aged 
children and continu-
ing with a handful of 
adult guitar, dulcimer 
and uke students.

How do you de-
scribe this new learn-
ing option? This op-
tion will be a hybrid 
of a homeschool-style 
setting and a private 
preschool setting - 
open to the public for 
ages 4, 5, and 6. We 
will start our day with 
singing, musical in-
struments and stories 
and will have contin-
ual science observa-
tions of the fish pond, 
frog life, their own 
gardens and other na-
ture settings to then 
create conversations, 
math graphs, books, 
paintings and more. 
Occasional cooking 

and sign language 
will be explored as 
well. Playing out-
doors to encourage 
language and kind-
ness on good weather 
days will be the norm 
and focus on group 
and individual tasks 
in reading and writ-
ing, math and sign 
language will also 
be a regular part of 
our journey together. 
Scheduled visitors 
such as the librarian, 
a fireman and others 
will give opportuni-
ty to ask questions 
directly to the com-
munity helpers. This 
school is designed 
to help children gain 
skills through play 
and creativity and to 
enable them to en-
ter first grade with 
confidence, self man-
agement, emotional 
balance, self aware-
ness and have wide 
range of academic 
and art skills. I’m sure 
smiles and laughter 
will be a part of each 
lesson. Happiness 
helps learning! With 
my style of teaching, 
though the children 
may be different ages 
and working with dif-
ferent learning styles, 
they will always have 
what they need to 
take their personal 
next step forward in 
the learning process. 
This allows for con-
stant personalized 
attention and great 
encouragement to-
ward their specific 
needed growth areas. 
This, then, leads to 
discovering strengths 
and abilities as well. 
Gaining personal and 
group communica-
tion skills, learning 
how to manage disap-
pointments and share 
kindness as they in-
teract often with oth-
ers is a highlight of the 
course. Here, answers 
to their questions are 
explored through 
conversation, draw-
ing, painting, build-
ing, drama, and writ-
ing with flexibility 
in the curriculum in 

order to nurture their 
curiosities. Along 
with this approach, 
the Michigan kinder-
garten common core 
will be followed. Be-
fore classes begin, I 
will conduct a profes-
sional evaluation at 
no cost. Throughout 
the year, an ongoing 
growth evaluation 
will be maintained 
and the end of the 
year will have a sep-
arate follow up eval-
uation. Parent con-
ferences will be set as 
needed and a private 
FaceBook page for 
parents will be avail-
able for communica-
tion about highlights 
of the day. Because I 
can now follow this 
professionally de-
signed curriculum 
without limitations, I 
will enjoy enriching 
the lessons in creative 
ways to advance the 
child's learning. Class 
time is from 9 am - 1 
pm throughout the 
school days which 
follows the Chelsea 
School District calen-
dar.

In the summer 
weeks, watch for 
children’s summer 
day camps of music, 
mountain dulcimer 
(instruments provid-
ed), drawing and oth-
er art forms.

What is your 
experience? I have 
gained a Masters in 
Education with ad-
ditional classes in 
children’s music and 
sign language. and 
have taught mainly 
preschool through 
1st grade most of my 
career. A favorite po-
sition was as Reading 
Specialist for lower 
elementary students. 
Private and group 
instrument music in-
struction through my 
business has been the 
main areas of instruc-
tion in the last several 
years.

What can parents 
expect to see in the 
end? A comparison 
of the pre and post 
evaluations will be 

discussed as well as 
suggestions for mov-
ing forward.

Students will 
show significant ad-
vancement in read-
ing, language, math, 
communication, self 
management skills 
according to each 
child’s ability and ac-
cording to their full 
or part-time enroll-
ment. They will likely 
see their child begin 
to think and explain 
situations on their 
own with sound rea-
son and judgement.

What steps are 
taken to enroll? 1) 
You are invited to re-
quest a detailed infor-
mation Parent Hand-
book that would 
likely answer all of 
your questions and 
is available by email 
(sharonmbroyles@
gmail.com) or phone 
(765-720-7373). Par-
ent’s can then request 

an appointment for 
an Open House to 
meet each other, an-
swer questions, and 
have a tour of the 
classroom. 3)

Once parents de-
cide this is what they 
want for their child/
children, they are 
welcomed submit the 
application and regis-
tration forms needed 
to move forward. 4) 
Once accepted into 
the program, a date 
is set to receive a pro-
fessional evaluation 
at no cost before the 
student begins. 5) A 
waiting list will be es-
tablished if needed.

What is the tui-
tion? Tuition seems 
to be just under what 
most well known day 
care and preschools 
in Ann Arbor and 
and surrounding ar-
eas are set at. I would 
be happy to talk with 
anyone about details.
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From: The Purple 
Rose Theatre

Late last week, 
The Purple Rose The-
atre received notice of 
an award through the 
SBA's Shuttered Venue 
Operators Grant pro-
gram. The Save Our 

By: Wendy 
Welch, HSHV 
Communications 
Director

The Humane So-
ciety of Huron Valley 
(HSHV) applauds the 
Washtenaw County 
Board of Commis-
sioners for passing 
a  resolution Wednes-
day opposing wild-
life killing contests  in 
Michigan and en-
couraging the state to 
ban them outright.

The resolution 
notes  that such con-
tests promote indis-
criminate killing, are 
counterproductive to 
wildlife management 
and violate respon-
sible hunting prac-
tices. It also states 
that, while all wildlife 
play a critical role in 

Purple Roses 
Theatre Receives 
Shuttered Venue 
Operators Grant

Stages Act, now the 
Shuttered Venue Op-
erators Grant (SVOG) 
program, was created 
to prevent widespread 
closures of arts/the-
ater/concert venues all 
over the country that 
have been devastated 

by the loss of revenue 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. "We are re-
lieved and honored 
to receive this federal 
grant funding. It will 
help tremendously as 
we reopen The Purple 
Rose Theatre to the 
public", says Managing 
Director, Katie Hub-
bard.

Washtenaw County 
Board of Commissioners 
commended by HSHV for 
opposing wildlife killing 

contests  
Michigan’s ecosys-
tem, mesocarnivores 
like coyotes, foxes 
and bobcats are es-
pecially important, 
naturally controlling 
rodent populations 
and keeping diseases 
like Lyme disease in 
check.

Wildlife killing 
contests  are also op-
posed by dozens of 
animal protection 
and conservation or-
ganizations in Mich-
igan, and have been 
outlawed by several 
states in recent years.

During these 
events, people com-
pete for prizes (e.g., 
cash or guns) by 
killing animals. The 
killing contests have 
nothing to do with 
wildlife management, 

and the animals’ re-
mains are not used for 
any purpose. Typical-
ly, animals are lured 
in, shot, then tossed 
as garbage after prizes 
are collected.

“This is such a 
disregard for animal 
life and disrespect 
for nature. Wildlife 
killing contests are 
nothing but a blood 
sport, much like dog 
fighting and trophy 
hunting where people 
kill for fun and priz-
es. But animals are 
not just killed. Some 
suffer painful inju-
ries, then are left to 
run off and die slow-
ly. And some young 
ones are left behind 
to starve or die of ex-
posure,”  says Tanya 
Hilgendorf, HSHV’s 

President and CEO.
“Animals are sen-

tient beings who feel 
physical pain and ex-
perience a range of 
emotions and social 
connections,” notes 
Hilgendorf. “Killing 
and causing animal 
suffering in the name 
of fun is cruel and 

morally reprehensi-
ble.”

“We are deeply 
grateful to the Washt-
enaw County Board 
of Commissioners for 
their forward think-
ing, and we hope the 
state will take note. 
It is time for Michi-
gan to join Arizona, 

California, Colora-
do, Massachusetts, 
Vermont and Wash-
ington in banning 
these killing sprees. 
We urge state policy-
makers to take action 
to end cruel and un-
sporting wildlife kill-
ing contests in Mich-
igan.”


