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Aidan is off to 
University of Michigan

Soon there will be 
an exciting new busi-
ness opening in Chelsea 
for all the comic book 
fans, collectors and 

New Comic Book Shop 
Opening in Chelsea with 15 

year old taking the lead

Pictured is Nolan Povlich who is 15 with Godzilla. Nolan will be managing and leading the new 
comic book shop in Chelsea: ClockTower Comix & Collectables. Photos Courtesy of Suzei Povlich.

sports fans alike. Clock-
Tower Comix & Col-
lectables will be open-
ing its doors on August 
8.

Jason Povlich (who 
owns Jet’s Pizza in Chel-

sea) explained how 
the idea for the comic 
book store came to life: 
“It really all started for 
me in 1984 when the 
Tigers won the World 
Series. This caused me 

to become really pas-
sionate about baseball. 
This same year was the 
year I actually watched 
and comprehended Star 
Wars. These things gave 
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 ➢ continued from page 1

Correction:
In last week's front page story Running for 
Life it was stated that Dominic Kootsillas-

Conybeare ran in the Death Valley Race, he did 
not participate in this race. Chelsea Guardian 

apologizes for the error.

From Chelsea Senior 
Center

(Please note: this is 
NOT SJMC's "Market 
Bucks" program)

Are you or some-
one you know a senior 
in need of fresh local 
produce? Eligible se-
niors can enroll in less 
than 10 minutes over 
the phone by calling 
Ayana Curran-Howes 
at 734-492-5363 and 
she will mail the $20 

“Senior Project Fresh” 
through Washtenaw County 

Health Department

worth of coupons di-
rectly to you. If seniors 
are unable to go to their 
local farmers market 
themselves they can 
send a proxy.

This program’s 
specific eligibili-
ty criteria includes: 
1.) Be 60+ years of 
age OR 55+ years 
AND a member of a 
federally-recognized 
tribe/an urban Na-
tive American group, 

2.) Live in Washt-
enaw County, 
3.) Have a total month-
ly household income 
less than $1967 (single 
person) or $2658 (2 
person household).

For more informa-
tion visit their website, 
call 734-492-5363, or 
email Ayana at curra-
nhowesa@washtenaw.
org

Aidan is off to 
University of Michigan

Smart and talent-
ed are two of the best 
words to describe re-
cent Chelsea High 
graduate Aidan Del-
wiche.

He finished third 
in his class this year 
and will be attend-
ing the University of 
Michigan. “I am head-
ed to the University of 
Michigan in the fall,” 
he said. “I’d like to be 
active in some sort of 
group at the Univer-
sity of Michigan that 
works on autonomous 
navigation,” he said. 
“Whether it be MRov-
er or MAAV. I also plan 
on taking some time to 
play intramural sports, 
in particular Ultimate 
Frisbee.”

His favorite classes 
in high school: “I loved 
Mr. Pedlow’s AP Eco-
nomics class,” he said. 
“He always made class 
enjoyable while still 
teaching effectively. I 
also really enjoyed Or-
chestra with Mr. Fritze-
meier and eventually 
Mr. Sylvester, who re-
placed Mr. Fritzemeier 

when he retired. Being 
able to make music ev-
ery day is something 
special.”

“Mr. Fritzemeier 
was my favorite teach-
er by far,” he said. “He 
always had the stu-
dent’s best interest in 
mind, as well as he re-
ally pushed students to 
excel and be the best at 
what they do.”

His major in col-
lege will be Computer 
Science: “Artificial In-
telligence really fas-
cinates me,” he said. 
“Ever since hearing 
about the develop-
ments of autonomous 
navigation in cars, I’ve 
hoped to get into that 
field, and a computer 
science major is the 
way I’ll get into it.”

His father is Mi-
chael Delwiche and 
his mother is Jean Del-
wiche. He has one sis-
ter, Eliza Delwiche.

He participated in 
many activities in high 
school. He was a fid-
dler and the student 
representative for the 
Chelsea House Or-
chestra, a violinist and 
the president of the 
Symphony Orchestra, 

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

build leader for Team 
1502 Chelsea Robotics, 
Senior Class Treasur-
er, student officer for 
United Way of Chel-
sea, a Link Leader, as 
well as an active mem-
ber of National Honor 
Society. He also played 
Varsity Lacrosse.

Proud moments of 
school included: “Cre-
ating an awesome tele-
scoping arm with Jo-
seph Norwood for our 
robot (as well as some 
help from Mr. Dickin-
son and Mr. Hilbert), 
and fiddling away in 
China with the Chelsea 
House Orchestra,” he 
said.

Some things he 
missed due to the clos-
ing of school: “It was 
very tough to see our 
finished robot arm not 
be used in competition 
once the coronavirus 
hit, especially after the 
hours and hours spent 
brainstorming, mod-
eling in CAD, revising 
our design, then finally 
creating the   arm,” he 
added. “However, we 
can’t do much about 
that! I think most im-
portant were the les-
sons I learned as I 
worked with Joseph 
(Norwood) on making 
the arm. Otherwise, 
besides missing prom 
and a traditional grad-
uation, I wasn’t too up-
set with the year end-
ing like it did.”

Other events 
missed: “Every sum-
mer I try to take my 
friend group called 
the “Smash Bros” to 
my grandparents’ lake 
house,” he said. “The 
coronavirus kinda stole 
that from us, however, 
that just means next 
summer will be even 
sweeter and more fun 
after all the anticipa-
tion.”

His advice for oth-
er students is strong: 
“Roll with the punch-
es!,” he said. “While 
school gets harder and 
our country continues 
to be in an odd state 
with the coronavirus, 
continue to keep push-
ing forward. The world 
stops for no one!”
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By: Michelle Elie, 
Realtor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@gmail.com

Several things are 
happening…..some nor-
malcy is taking place in 
our lives as businesses are 
opening back up, people 
are leaving their homes 
more frequently, the dog 
days of summer are here, 
and the Real Estate mar-
ket has returned to being 
red hot.  Homes listed at 
fair market value are sell-
ing quickly, many with 
multiple offers and above 
list, leaving buyers frus-
trated.

Considering what 
we’ve been through the 
past several months, I’m 
sure you’ll agree, the fig-
ures below are impressive.

Of the 34 homes 
listed in June, 18 are 
either under contract 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings
Average list price
Number of homes sold
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 June Chelsea Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings
Average list price
Number of homes sold
Average sale price

June Summary

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors ML

(have an accepted of-
fer) or sold. As I’m writ-
ing this, there are cur-
rently 55 homes active 
and available for sale 
in Chelsea. That num-
ber is about average for 
this time of year. For 
buyers, interest rates 
are at historic lows 
(spoke with a lender 
yesterday that locked 
a 30 year mortgage 
at 2.85%).  Obviously 
the lower the interest 
rate, the lower your 

payment which will al-
low you to bump your 
purchase price up a bit.  
Lenders have many 
buyer incentives right 
now – get out there 
and take advantage of 
them.   Remember, the 
real estate sales year 
parallels the school cal-
endar, and many times 
July sales slump a bit 
as many people are on 
vacations.  It’s always a 
good time to jump into 
the real estate market.

2020
34  

342,838
21

322,308 

2019
30

346,499 
26 

319,915 
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Savings in
Chelsea

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Tracy Rose
www.tracyrose.net

500 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Ann Arbor, MI  48108
734-769-3800        www.reinhartrealtors.com

734-726-5400

What is your 
home worth? 
Find out today!

Public Engage-
ment Efforts for Chel-
sea Pop Start July 7!

Please join the 
Chelsea Pop Project 
team as we kick off 
public engagement 
on Tuesday, July 7. A 
mixture of in-person 
and virtual engage-
ment events are part 
of the week’s efforts. 
The full engagement 
schedule is provided 
below:

S A T U R D A Y , 
JULY 11 - 9:00AM 
- CHELSEA COM-
MUNITY FORUM

Project coordina-
tors will be partici-
pating in the Chelsea 
Community Forum. 
Please visit the Chel-
sea Community Fo-
rum website to find 
the Zoom meeting 
login.

MONDAY, JULY 
13 - 6:30PM-8:30PM 
- FINAL DESIGN 
WEBINAR 

Zoom meeting 
details will be provid-
ed the day before the 
meeting is held on the 
project website.

*Zoom meeting is 

limited to 100 people.
Project Design 

Survey:
As part of the en-

gagement efforts, a 
short survey will be 
available on the proj-
ect website for people 
to take and share their 
thoughts regarding 
project elements. The 
survey will be made 
available in paper 
form at the in-person 
engagement efforts 
and will be online un-
til Friday June 10.

The Chelsea Pop 
project team will 

provide reasonable 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s 
for people when re-
quested. In-person 
engagement meetings 
are accessible for all 
participants. Meeting 
materials can be made 
available in alterna-
tive formats when re-
quested. Please make 
your request for ac-
commodations, to 
Suzann Flowers at 
either flowerss@mi-
wats.org or by phone 
at 734-994-3127 3 
days prior the meet-
ing to ensure avail-

ability.
To protect the 

health of all partic-
ipants, paper masks 
and hand sanitiz-
er will be available 
during all in-person 
public engagement ef-
forts.

The Chelsea Pop 
project is a 30-day 
demonstration proj-
ect that will be de-
ployed in the month 
of September along 

Freer Rd., Railroad 
St., McKinley St. 
and Dewey St. Proj-
ect partners include 
the City of Chelsea, 
Washtenaw Area 
Transportation Study 
(WATS) and Saint 
Joseph Mercy Health 
System. More infor-
mation can be found 
at the project website 
at miwats.org/chel-
seapop.

Suzann Flowers, 
Transportation Plan-
ner
Washtenaw Area 
Transportation Study
200 N. Main St,
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
flowerss@miwats.org
#chelseapop
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Due to all the 
weirdness going on 
this year, we have de-
cided to have a dif-
ferent format for the 
race. Basically, you 
will run the 5 k course 
on your own, submit 
your results, and then 
be eligible for awards. 
Here are the steps:

1. Take an en-
velope, put a $5 bill 
inside with a paper 
stating your name 
and phone number. 
Address to: Eric Swa-
ger. 13183 Mc Kinley. 
Chelsea, MI 48118. 
I need to receive the 
entry by July 31. The 
money goes to sup-
port the Chelsea Run-
ners - a worthy cause- 
so even if you don’t 
run it, we will certain-
ly take the five bucks.

2. Any time in July, 
run the full 3.5 loop 
course. See this link 
for the specific loca-
tion and map, (last 
year’s racer) or just 
shoot me an email or 

2020 Summer 
Switchbacks 
Information 

Sheet
call for directions.

h t t p s : / / w w w .
strava.com/act ivi-
ties/2568300540

3. Post your re-
sults here: www.face-
book.com/Switch-
BacksRace . Include 
a description of your 
experience. What was 
your time? Was it fun, 
miserable, thrilling, 
hot, etc? Did you see 
horses or any other 
critters? Did you do 
anything crazy (run 
backwards, carrying 
an anvil, while playing 
the bassoon, wearing 
only duct tape, etc.)? 
Include a

Strava link if you 
do that sort of thing. 
Pictures are encour-
aged!

4. Mike Holik will 
judge the entries, and 
award prizes to the 
top 5 posts. A course 
record will almost 
certainly earn an 
award, but creativity 
and uniqueness defi-
nitely matter.

Can you write 
your experience in 
iambic pentameter? 
Maybe a video of 
you telling the sto-
ry in sign language 
or Semaphore? What 
about a Claymation 
reenactment?

First Prize: A 
framed, signed 8.5. x 
11 Photo of the legend 
(Mike Holik) himself. 
There are less than 
five of these beauties 
in existence.

Second thru Fifth 
Prizes: Some com-
bination of Bumper 
stickers, cups, or the 
coveted “I am Mike 
Holik” t-shirts-.ap-
propriate for wed-
dings, Bar Mitzvahs, 
etc.

Any questions 
give me a call or email

734-433-9338
eswager@chelsea.

k12.mi.us
The old Fat Goat
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All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM employee 
pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2015 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will 
qualify. Prices are good through 08/03/2020. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory 
By 08/03/2020.  See dealer for more details.

©2020 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2020 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$379 / 39/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500miles.

Stk. #K08065

2020 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$369/ 39 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500 miles.

Stk. #K08155

2020 ESCALADE 4WD
LUXURY

$689 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08189

2020 XT5 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$359/ 39 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500miles.

Stk. #K08381

2020 CT5

$419 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. # K08272
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
LAUNDROMATS, RESTAURANT BOOTHS, 

EMPTY TABLES AND DEFYING LOGIC

I'm so tired of mo-
ments that defy logic. 

It's an ailment that 
only seems to affect a 
select few of the popu-
lace. Sadly, I've had this 
affliction for as long as I 
can remember. 

Let me further ex-
plain. 

A few years ago I 
was attending a com-
munity festival with 
a friend of mine. We 
decided to stop and 
get something to eat. 
The festival had a pic-
nic-type area with 30 to 
40 or so long tables, row 
after row, underneath a 
massive circus-like big 
top tent. My friend and 
I were one of maybe 
20 or so people taking 
a seat and stopping for 
something to eat at that 
moment. Everyone else 
was out from under-
neath the tent enjoying 
the arts and crafts and 
rides, etc. of the festival. 

With so few people 
eating and stopping to 
sit down, my friend and 
I had our pick of where 
to park our rear ends 
among all the large, 
sprawling empty tables. 
We had timed it perfect-
ly -- or so we thought. 
We decided on a spot 
away from everyone 
else at the end of one of 
the long, empty, white 
table-clothed tables. Ev-
eryone in the area was 
spread out, enjoying 
their meals and giving 
each other much-need-
ed space and breathing 
room away from the 
maddening crowds out-
side the food area. 

My friend and I 
sat next to each other, 
shoulder to shoulder 
at the end of the table. 
Suddenly, she got up 
from her chair laugh-
ing, saying she had 
forgotten to get herself 
something to drink. So 
she went back to the 
serving line and wait-
ed to pay for her drink. 
In the meantime, I sat 
alone at the end of a 
long, double-the-con-
ference-room-sized ta-
ble enjoying my ham-
burger and fries. I could 

An example of a "defying of logic" moment is 
when someone sits facing you, instead of with 
their back toward you, in the restaurant booth 

in front of you.

have thrown a ball and 
had a difficult time 
hitting someone, my 
friend and I were that 
isolated from everyone 
else -- which was by de-
sign. 

This is where the 
defying of logic comes 
into play and a mo-
ment that is all too fa-
miliar to someone like 
me who is afflicted 
with "DOL" (defying of 
logic) ailment. While 
looking down and tak-
ing a bite of my burger, 
I unexpectedly heard 
the chair across from 
me move. I glanced up 
thinking it would be 
my friend deciding to 
sit across from me. Of 
course that wasn't the 
case. Instead, plopping 
themselves down di-
rectly across from me 
was a complete strang-
er. With easily five hun-
dred other chairs and 
innumerable empty ta-
bles to chose from, this 
individual decided to sit 
directly across from me. 

It defied logic.
Years later, it still 

defies logic.
She was an older 

woman. Maybe she was 
lost? Maybe she was 

lonely? I don't know. 
So, while waiting for 
my friend to return, this 
stranger and I sat there 
staring at each other 
underneath a gigantic, 
basically empty food 
tent area with 20 or so 
completely empty tables 
scattered throughout 
the venue. 

Why? 
When my friend 

returned, she gave me a 
puzzled, "Who the heck 
is this person?" look. I 
silently shrugged my 
shoulders. The lady ate 
her bag of chips as if 
my friend and I weren't 
even sitting across from 
her. She never said a 
word. My friend and 
I finished our meals 
quicker than I'm sure 
either of us wanted -- 
we needed the break. 
We talked quietly in 
front of this stranger, 
trying not to acknowl-
edge the awkwardness 
of the situation or the 
infringement of our 
personal space. 

We scarfed down 
our meals, got up, threw 
out our trash and left 
the food tent area. The 
lady continued sitting 
and eating her bag of 

chips, never once look-
ing at either of us. 

It defied logic. 
Situations and mo-

ments similar to the 
one mentioned above 
happen to me ALL THE 
TIME. It happens so of-
ten, I have a running 
joke with a colleague 
of mine texting, calling 
or e-mailing her when 
a "DOL" moment oc-
curs. She also is afflicted 
with the "DOL" ailment 
and shakes her head in 
knowing commisera-
tion. She also informs 
me of when she has a 
"DOL" moment. Other 
friends and colleagues 
of ours don't under-
stand when we try to 
explain our "problem" 
-- lucky for them they 
aren't burdened by such 
illogical nonsense. 

Nonsense such as 
the instance where your 
sitting in a booth in a 
restaurant and the wait-
ress places an individu-
al in the booth in front 
of yours. Instead of sit-
ting with their back in 
front of you, this indi-
vidual decides to sit in-
stead facing you. That's 
a "DOL" moment.

Or when you pull 
into a parking spot, turn 
your vehicle off and 
make a quick phone call 
before heading into the 
store or business and a 
random stranger pulls 
up seconds later in the 
parking spot right in 
front of your vehicle 
or next to your vehicle 
or diagonal to your ve-
hicle and decides to sit 
in their car and make 
a phone call, as well. 
That's a "DOL" mo-
ment. 

When people don't 
know "birthday card et-
iquette" and instead of 
walking by and check-

ing back after taking a 
lap around the store, 
they stand right next 
to you searching for 
the same type of card. 
Again, a "DOL" mo-
ment. 

When you go to 
pay for a newspaper out 
of a stand outside of a 
restaurant -- a stand 
that every single time 
you've used it before, 
takes your change, re-
liably unlocks the door 
and allows you to grab a 
newspaper -- suddenly 
jams not allowing you 
to open its door, cre-
ating a loud banging 
sound as you try mul-
tiple times to force the 
door open, as a large 
group of people stand 
nearby talking and pre-
tending not to notice 
the situation occurring 
next to them. That's a 
"DOL" moment. 

When you're in 
a laundromat late at 
night and your clothes 
have finished drying 
in a top machine of a 
double-decker-type 
dryer and you go to 
take them out, fold 
them and place them 
in your hamper. While 
minutes later, the low-
er machine of the same 
double-decker-dryer 
stops and a guy enters 

A "defying of logic" moment happened to this 
columnist in an empty laundromat involving a 

double-decker dryer.

the completely empty 
laundromat to empty 
and fold his clothes. So 
two random dudes play 
"pardon me, excuse me" 
as they bump into each 
other grabbing for their 
clothes in an otherwise 
quiet and totally emp-
ty laundromat. Such a 
"DOL" moment. 

Or when you run 
into a store for a quick 
one-item purchase and 
get behind someone in 
line who can't find their 
checkbook or whose 
credit card doesn't 
work or who fumbles 
for their change or has 
to buy 16 Lotto tickets 
or is paying for 30 items 
or -- you get the picture. 
That's a classic "DOL" 
moment. 

I could go on and 
on. These types of de-
fying of logic moments 
happen to me every 
week -- sometimes ev-
ery day. 

I know, a strange 
column this week. 
Thanks for letting me 
vent a little. I needed it, 
big time. 

Ironically, some 
might say it defies logic 
I get to write a column 
every week. 

That's a "DOL" mo-
ment I don't mind...
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 20-1467 Location: 100 block of South Street

Date: July 1, 2020 Time: 5:01 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 100 block 
of South Street for the 
report of a fraudulent 
bank transfer that had 
been attempted on the 
complainant’s bank ac-
count. The complainant 

stated that they had 
been alerted by their 
bank that a large trans-
fer request had been 
submitted on the bank 
account in question. 
The complainant ad-
vised the bank that she 
did not authorize the 
request so the transfer 

was cancelled. The com-
plainant did not lose 
any money because the 
transfer had not fully 
processed. Case closed 
pending further infor-
mation from the bank 
on where and who sub-
mitted this request.

Rick Eder, LUTCF
1250 S. Main St., Chelsea

(734) 475-9184
RickEderAgency.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, 
Farm and more

Chelsea

From D&B Strategic 
Marketing

The American In-
dependent Business 
Alliance (AMIBA) has 
been promoting Inde-
pendents Week over 
the Fourth of July to 
unite local indepen-
dent businesses and 
citizens in celebration 
of the entrepreneurial 
spirit and freedom our 
local businesses em-
body. 

The #shopchel-
seamich independent 
merchants are us-
ing this opportunity 
to showcase locally 
owned businesses that 
exemplify the unique-
ness of Chelsea. “We 
have a reason to cel-
ebrate - these friends 
and neighbors embody 
the spirit of entrepre-
neurship and individ-
uality in our commu-

Celebrating our Independents!
#shopchelseamich July 2020  

nity,” said member and 
owner of The Garden 
Mill, Jennifer Fairfield.  

According to AMI-
BA’s Multiplier Effect 
of Local Independent 
Businesses, on aver-
age, 48 percent of each 
purchase at local in-
dependent businesses 
is recirculated locally, 
compared to less than 
14 percent of purchas-
es at chain stores. As 
the primary customer, 
residents are integral 
to sustaining these in-
dependent businesses 
that help define a com-
munity and contribute 
to its sense of place.

“We are fortunate 
to have been an inde-
pendent business in 
Chelsea for soon to be 
96 years.” said business 
owner George Merkel. 
“Merkel Furniture and 
Carpet One is open 

with safety measures 
in practice to keep our 
staff and clients guard-
ed so that we can look 
forward to the 100-
year mark!” 

The #shopchelsea-
mich members invite 
Chelsea to help cele-
brate by participating 
in The Indie Challenge.  
The Indie Challenge is 
to try fulfilling as many 
of your needs at local 
independent business-
es during July. 

Follow us on Face-
book @shopchelsea-
mich and visit our 
website, www.shop-
chelseamich.com each 
week, we will be show-
casing local businesses 
to provide a little more 
insight into who they 
are and why they chose 
the path of Indepen-
dent Business Owner.

me the love and passion 
for sports and sci-fi. You 
can’t sell comic books, 
collectables in this genre 
without being passion-
ate about it. In addition 
to this I grew up in a 
yard sale/flea market 
family. I just watched 
them as I was growing 
up buying and selling. 
When I was eight or 
nine years old I started 
collecting baseball cards 
and going to baseball 
card shows. Actually, 
selling baseball cards 
was my first business. 
After this I just turned 
into a collector and be-

New Comic Book Shop Opening in 
Chelsea with 15 year old taking the lead

 ➢ continued from page 1 gan doing sports card 
shows. I have always 
bought and sold toys 
and cards. Then around 
1997 or 1998 when Star 
Wars was re-released, I 
was buying and selling 
those collectibles and 
this became so big that 
I had to quit my job. 
From the time I was 20 
until about 24 I ran a 
collectable toy business. 
I had a blast doing this 
and I almost opened a 
shop then.”

Jason says that the 
love and passion for 
comics has always been 
in his blood, but for 
him the most important 

thing is the new shop 
will be a family affair. 
Jason and his wife Su-
zei have five sons. Their 
15 year old son Nolan 
will actually be taking 
the lead in ClockTower 
Comix and doing most 
of the managing and 
working in the shop. 
Jason explains: “I have 
five sons and what does 
a dad do with five sons? 
You read comic books, 
you collect action fig-
ures, and you play. So 
we have always done 
that. Having a family 
of all boys, all superhe-
ro movies, all of that, I 
started taking them to 
Comic Con and they 
started buying and col-
lecting their own stuff. 
My son Nolan, who will 
be the leader here, his 
favorites are Godzilla 
and Predator. He was 
the most passionate 
about going to shows 
with me and collecting. 
We were going to shows 
every weekend. Then 
one day I suggested we 

should open a com-
ic book store together 
and that Nolan should 
run it. Nolan has been 
working at Jet’s Pizza 
doing dishes for eight 
years and now he will be 
running his own comic 
shop business. All five 
sons are actually part-
ners and they all pitched 
in their own money to-
wards the shop. I am re-
ally happy about getting 
to experience this with 
my sons.”

Nolan is very ex-
cited about leading the 
comic shop: “I am very 
excited. I never expect-
ed for this to actually 
happen personally, and 
now that it is happen-
ing it is just so exciting. 
I am most excited about 
working with my dad 
and my brothers and 
once this opens will 
definitely be working 
here the most.”

ClockTower Comix 
will be joining the only 
other comic book shop 
in Chelsea, Secret Crisis 
Comics. Jason says the 
two shops will actually 
compliment each other 
and having two stores 
will actually draw more 
comic fans to Chelsea. 
“There will be items 
similar or the same that 
we both will have, but 
we will be different,” Ja-
son stated. “There is just 
so much in this genre. 
One way we are differ-
ent is that we will have 
sports cards, which are 
definitely back.” In ad-
dition to this Nolan is 
very good friends with 
Todd, the owner of Se-

cret Crisis. Todd has 
super inspired Nolan.” 
Nolan adds: “We will 
definitely work together 
with Secret Crisis. It will 
bring a variety to Chel-
sea.”

ClockTower Co-
mix & Collectables will 
open Saturday August 
8 and will be giving 
away free comic books 
on that day. Jason said 
they will always have 
deals and specials and 
they will also be buying 
and trading. “Our goal 

is to be the best shop 
that we can be. I want to 
do something cool with 
my sons and teach them 
business.” 

ClockTower Comix 
is located at 518 North 
Main Street in Chelsea. 
Stop in, see all the won-
derful items they have 
to offer, and say hi to 
Nolan.

For more informa-
tion you can also visit 
their website at clock-
towercomix.com.

Pictured are "The Povlich Boys" from top left 
to right then bottom left to right: Nolan, Pat-

rick, Caleb, Conor, and Ethan
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By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

will be conducting a se-
ries of short interviews 
with Chelsea Residents 
for 52 weeks, bringing 
to light differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these weekly 
interviews or perhaps 
it will be YOU! Stay 
tuned and follow us 
each week – we now 
introduce you to  Lisa 
Rudgers. 

What is your cur-
rent profession?  Part-
ner and Co-Found-
er, Peterson-Rudgers 
Group Consulting 
Firm for 4 years, pre-
viously Vice President, 
Global Communica-
tions and Strategic Ini-
tiatives, University of 
Michigan.

Your family mem-
bers: Len Niehoff, hus-
band, Jordan Niehoff, 
son and Rocky J. Nie-
hoff the Boston Terrier.

People think of me 
as: Ultra High- Energy, 
but really I am pretty 
chill about things.

When did you 
move to Chelsea and 
where did you live 
prior to coming to 
Chelsea?  We moved 
to Chelsea in 2013, liv-
ing in Ann Arbor, East 
Lansing and Albany 
NY before that.

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live?  I love liv-
ing on Long Lake, a 
small inland lake north 
of Chelsea, because I 
love the natural world. 
I like to say that the 
Great Blue Herons are 
our closest neighbors, 
and they are joined by 
an abundance of fish, 
turtles, and creatures 
of all sorts. 

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? We are lucky 
enough to have a sec-
ond home, an old 
farmhouse, on the Lee-
lanau Peninsula where 

I delight in the sand 
dunes, orchard, vine-
yards and the nearby 
Lake Michigan shore-
line.

What three words 
describe your style? 
Unfussy. Comfortable. 
Contemporary.

What are you 
most inspired by in 
your design/decor? 
Nature.

When entering 
your home, how do 
you want it to feel? 
Welcoming and calm-
ing.

What is one el-
ement or trend in 
design you do not 
like? Too much color.

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an existing 
one? Yes, we remod-
eled the farmhouse on 
the Leelanau Peninsu-
la.

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 
design of your home - 
if so, what did you find 
most helpful? I did the 
interior design myself, 
though I'll say I often 
wished I had consulted 
an expert on it because 
it is SO challenging to 
make that many deci-
sions on your own!

What is the big-
gest design issue you 
struggle with? The 
right balance in where/
how the furniture is ar-
ranged.

As you think about 
the home in which 
you grew up, what el-
ements did you like 
and do you think you 
have incorporated 
some of them in your 
own home? I grew up 
in two homes, a histor-
ic house built in 1812 
and later, a split level 
dating probably from 
the late 60s. Talk about 
whiplash! But I learned 
I don't really have a 
preference, that I enjoy 
a lot of different styles 
and designs. I can't 
say I was a huge fan of 
the split-level, though. 
None of that came with 
me into my adult life!

Have you stayed 
true to a style through 
the years, or have you 
fluctuated in your 
tastes?  No, my taste 
has changed quite a bit 
over the years. I find 
I'm more interested 
in LESS -- less clutter, 
clean, sleek lines, neu-
tral palettes.

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
select one item from 
your home to keep, 
what would it be and 
why?  In Chelsea, my 
barn wood dining table 
and in Lake Leelanau it 
would also be the din-
ing table -- a live-edge 
beauty I splurged on 
from Room & Board. 
I think a good dining 
room table becomes 
the center of family 

life. 
 Which room in 

your home gets the 
most use? The great 
room, combination of 
dining space, kitchen 
and living room. I'm 
crazy about the open 
space living in those 
three areas, and we live 
this way in both our 
homes.

Name an item you 
purchased for your 
home that you regret 
buying? A cheap bed 

frame for the guest 
room bed. I should 
have invested in a nic-
er one, even though it's 
not used every night. 
Bugs me every time I 
walk by.

No room is com-
plete without: lap/
throw blanket.

By nature I am:  
Minimalist

What had you 
been doing to pass 
the time during the 
COVID-19 State shut-
down?  My business 
was crazy busy, luck-
ily, but in my off time 
I knit, walked miles 
and miles, “Zoomed” 
cocktail parties with 
friends, and cooked 
like a fiend. Now that I 
am still cautious about 
going out much, I've 
taken up gardening in 
a raised bed my hus-
band built for me this 
spring. I love it!

Has any local ven-
ue particularly caught 
your eye - if so why? I 
love the style and de-
sign of the new store, 
Agricole. I love the 
warm mix of industri-
al/natural elements.

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie – Just one is 
impossible. I'll give you 
three: Moonstruck, 
The Great Beauty, Ba-
bette's Feast.

Favorite Histori-
cal Place You have vis-
ited - Ancient Rome.

Scent- Hmmm...
lilac...or maybe peony.

Music–   Also im-
possible to pick only 
one, but let's say Diana 
Krall.

Meal-  Pasta, of any 
variety.

TV show-  Un-
til Netflix showed up 
on the scene I never 
watched TV. Recent 
favorite series include 
Chef 's Table, Ugly De-
licious, Schitt's Creek, 
The Good Life, Call the 
Midwife, the Crown.

Travel Destina-
tion (on your bucket 
list)– Spain. And Por-
tugal.

Season-  Autumn.
Color- What I call 

"Leelanau Blue," the 
turquoise color of Lake 
Michigan up north.

Collection– Yarn.
Museum -  MOMA 

(The Museum of Mod-
ern Art, in NYC).

Hobbies- Knitting, 
working out, cooking, 
lately gardening.

Favorite Design 
Style-Modern Farm-
house.

Tree – Lilac Bush.
Item on a book-

shelf  - A hard cover of 
Mary Oliver's collect-
ed works called Devo-
tions.

Kitty's Note: 
Lisa and I go back 

to when our boys met 
in  school and became 
friends. Lisa has  a 
great eye for design 
and detail and I loved 
their inviting and in-
teresting lake home 
when first seeing it....
plus the views - wow!!  
Lisa is a talented busi-
ness woman and own-
er and I know keeps 
busy with many vari-
ous talents and hobbies 
as well.

Lisa Rudgers • Photo Courtesy of Lisa Rudgers

From Michaelene 
Pawlak

Western-Washt-
enaw Area Value Ex-
press (WAVE) has 
been providing afford-
able transportation 
programs in Washten-
aw County since 1976.  
However, for the first 
time in its history, 
programs temporarily 
closed in mid-March 
when WAVE’s Board 
of Directors voted on 
a closure due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  
Although ride pro-
grams were closed, be-
hind-the-scenes activ-
ities and Board advice 
continued to prepare 
for the safe reopening 
of all programs sched-
uled for Monday, July 
13, 2020.

Riders will no-
tice several changes 
when entering buses 
and during the phone 
reservation process. 
Seating on buses will 
be limited to main-
tain social distancing 
standards.  Fare boxes 
have been installed so 

WESTERN-WASHTENAW 
AREA VALUE EXPRESS 
(WAVE) ANNOUNCES 

THE JULY 13, 2020 
REOPENING OF ALL 

RIDE PROGRAMS
hand-to-hand contact 
is minimal.  Plexiglas 
cockpits were fab-
ricated and built by 
Rite-Tech Enterprises, 
a local Chelsea busi-
ness, which surround 
all driving stations.  
Drivers were provid-
ed gloves, face masks 
and face shields to 
use while providing 
various levels of assis-
tance to passengers.  
Passengers will also be 
required to wear face 
coverings while trav-
eling on WAVE vehi-
cles.

No fares will be 
charged from July 13, 
2020 through July 31, 
2020.  Normal fares 
will be required to 
ride as of August 1st.  
$20 ride discount 
passes are still avail-
able and can be pur-
chased from drivers 
or arranged through 
the mail by calling 
WAVE’s dispatch 
team at (734) 475-
9494.  Passengers are 
asked to be prepared 
to pay fares with exact 

change to eliminate 
hand-to-hand contact 
with drivers.

WAVE would like 
to express our grati-
tude for local and state 
support and funding 
for Plexiglas cock-
pits to include:  the 
Chelsea Community 
Foundation, the Chel-
sea Retirement Com-
munity, the Chelsea 
Area Senior Center, St. 
Joseph Mercy Chel-
sea Hospital and the 
Michigan Department 
of Transportation for 
grant opportunities.  
WAVE thanks also ex-
tend to residents and 
businesses that donat-
ed cloth face masks 
for staff and the Ugly 
Dog Distillery for 
hand sanitizer.

WAVE Dispatch 
is now open for your 
reservations.  Please 
call (734) 475-9494 
Monday through Fri-
day from 8 am – 4:15 
pm to reserve rides or 
for more information 
about reopening pro-
grams.


