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Being trapped in 
the middle of a pan-
demic, provided us 
all with lessons we 
never considered.    
Five months prior 
to Covid-19 hitting 
Michigan, I suffered 
a stroke.  Part of my 
recovery was relearn-
ing to swallow, type, 
and speak without a 
slur.  Any large scary 

Washtenaw County Working to be 
First County in Michigan with 100% 

Broadband Coverage
medical emergency, or 
chronic illness is fol-
lowed by numerous 
visits to doctors to en-
sure health.  Due to the 
location of my stroke, I 
lost my driver’s license 
until I could be pro-
fessionally tested to be 
certain I was safe to be 
on the road.   So, I was 
unable to legally drive 
and I was required to 
be in Ann Arbor some-
times three days a week 

for appointments.  My 
husband was working a 
full time job to support 
our family and he was 
unavailable to take me.  
While my age made 
me an unusual case, 
this is a common issue 
for older Americans.  
Thankfully, my par-
ents are close enough 
that they could help.  
We learned, through 
Covid, that many of 
these appointments 

could have been done 
over Zoom.  Many, 
especially the speech, 
swallowing and brain 
function appointments 
did not require a phys-
ical assessment  of 
my well being.  Covid 
taught us that being 
able to access the in-
ternet from home is 
important for every 
school child and for 
older and chronically 

Chelsea is a school 
with a lot of pride and 
a lot of coaching ex-
perience. The  Bull-
dog Varsity Track and 
Field teams both have 
coaches with experi-
ence and much suc-
cess under their belts.

Bert Kruse may 
be an assistant track 
coach but with 59 
years of track and field 
coaching  experience 
under his belt he is so 
much more. In fact, 
other coaches call it 
legendary and they are 
right.

CHELSEA TRACK IS 
KRUSETASTIC

Bert with the 4x400m relay that qualified for 
the 2021 State meet. From left to right, Bert 
Kruse, Kasey Matusik, Maykala Kegerreis, 

Riley Thorburn, and Audra Guthre. Photo by 
Sharon Kegerreis.

He graduated from 
Paw Paw High School 
where he played base-
ball and ran track in 
the same season. Kruse 
graduated from West-
ern University (which 
is about 15 miles from 
Paw Paw)  and earned 
his Master’s Degree in 
History from the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

Kruse is a lucky 
man who has been 
married to his wife, 
Geraldine for 55  won-
derful  years. Together 
they  have three chil-
dren and seven grand-
children.

Chelsea’s  Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights 2021 

Season

Story on page 4. Chalk Artist, Chris Monaghan, demonstrates tricks 
and techniques during the “How to Chalk” series during Sounds & 

SIghts on Thursday Nights.
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Obituaries 
Helen M. (Grabowski) 

Lancaster

Helen M. 
(Grabowski) Lan-
caster, affectionately 
known as “Grams”, 
age 95, passed away 
on May 27th, 2021, 
surrounded by loved 
ones in her daughter’s 
home in Chelsea, MI. 
She was born on Oc-
tober 24th, 1925 in 
Chelsea, the daugh-
ter of Paul H. and 
Madelene (Krafft) 
Grabowski. Helen 
married Charles M. 
Lancaster on No-
vember 14, 1946, and 
he preceded her in 
death.

Helen lived in 
Chelsea her entire 
life. She was baptized, 
confirmed, and mar-
ried at St. Paul Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 
where her father, 
Rev. P.H. Grabows-
ki pastored for 37 
years. She graduated 
from Chelsea High 
School in 1943 and 
Elmhurst College in 
Chicago in 1947. She 
and Charles met at 
Cunningham’s Drug 
Store in Ann Arbor, 
and after marrying, 
became co-owners of 
Chelsea Drug Store. 
She was a realtor and 
both a member of 
the Million Dollar 
Club for real estate 

and a top performer 
in Washtenaw Coun-
ty for many years. 
Helen was extreme-
ly active in the com-
munity serving as 
a Girl Scout Leader 
and member of the 
Women’s City Club 
of Ann Arbor, the 
Chelsea Child Study 
Club, and several 
Bridge clubs. Helen 
loved playing cards, 
especially Bridge and 
Hand and Foot, with 
her family, friends 
or anyone she could 
take for a quarter!  In 
addition, she was ac-
tively involved with 
the PTA, a founding 
member of the Chel-
sea Area Players, and 
sang in the choir at St. 
Paul United Church 
of Christ. Helen was 
an avid world trav-
eler with her family 
and friends, and was 
extremely supportive 
of her children’s and 
grandchildren’s activ-
ities and sports.

Helen was a lov-
ing mother to her 
children Paul (Geor-
gie) Lancaster of Ea-
gle River, WI, Mark 
(Mary Kay) Lancaster 
of Alanson, MI, Lau-
rel (David) Gravelyn 
of Chelsea, MI, and 
Tim (Beth) Lancaster 

of Petoskey, MI.   She 
was a devoted grand-
mother to Lisa (Tom) 
Raney of Waverly, 
IA, Sam (Shannon) 
Lancaster of Mesa, 
AZ, Adam Lancast-
er of Golden Valley, 
MN, Cathy (Michael) 
Wargel of Alanson, 
MI, Matt (Sara) Lan-
caster of Oden, MI, 
Karen (Kyle) Culb-
ertson of Conway, 
MI, Aaron Smith of 
Jackson, MI, Jason 
Smith of Federal Way, 
WA, Lauren Grave-
lyn of Kansas City, 
MO, Chelsea (Pete) 
Platte of Petoskey, 
MI, and Emily Lan-
caster of Pittsburgh, 
PA.   Grams adored 
her great-grandchil-
dren Jordan, Shan-
non, Benjamin, Jacob, 
Paxton, Wyatt, Gavin, 
Grace, Landon, Ga-
briela, Thea, Austin, 
Colby, Bruce and 
Townsend.

Visitation and fu-
neral services will be 
held at St. Paul Unit-
ed Church of Christ 
in Chelsea. Visitation 
will be Friday, June 
4th, 2021, 6:00 - 8:00 
p.m. and Saturday 
morning, June 5th, 
from 10:00 - 11:00 
a.m. A Celebration 
of Life service will 
follow Saturday’s vis-
itation beginning at 
11:00 a.m., with a 
luncheon afterwards. 
A private burial ser-
vice will take place for 
the immediate family.

Expressions of 
sympathy may be 
made in memory of 
Helen to St. Paul Unit-
ed Church of Christ 
or to a charity of one’s 
choice. Arrangements 
by Staffan-Mitchell 
Funeral Home, Chel-
sea.

The family would 
like to express their 
heartfelt gratitude 
to St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospice and Comfort 
Keepers for their lov-
ing care of Helen.
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From: Matt 
Pegouskie

To foster and 
build community con-
nections, optimism, 
resilience, and en-
gagement, 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation 
(5HF) and its partners 
are pleased to launch 
OneBigConnection.
org (OBC) during Na-
tional Mental Health 
Awareness Month, this 
May. OneBigConnec-
tion.org is a new vir-
tual platform tool that 
anyone in our service 
area can use.

One Big Connec-
tion will go live with 
a soft launch on May 
26th.   New informa-
tion and features will 
be made available in 
the coming weeks and 
months as we receive 
user and partner feed-
back.  

The purpose of 
OneBigConnection.
org, is to create an on-
line community where 
residents can share in-
formation and quickly 

OneBigConnection.org 
Launches during National 

Mental Health Month
find local resources. It 
is also a place to come 
together in Action 
Teams that address 
important issues for 
our community mem-
bers, like isolation and 
youth mental health. 

“This site, funded 
with Wellness Coali-
tion money, belongs 
to the community,” 
says 5HF CEO Amy 
Heydlauff. “The rich 
resources you will find 
at OneBigConnection.
org highlight the good 
people in our five 
towns, caring for each 
other. We hope that 
OBC will be a posi-
tive step to help indi-
viduals make healthy 
connections, find in-
teresting and vital re-
sources they trust, and 
reduce the discomfort 
surrounding mental 
health conversations.”

This free platform 
is a project sponsored 
by One Big Thing, a 
collaborative initiative 
launched in 2019 with 
Michigan Medicine/
Family Medicine, St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea, 
Washtenaw County 
Community Mental 
Health, and the 5HF 
Community Wellness 
Coalitions, to promote 
positive mental health 

practices and decrease 
mental health crisis 
situations in our com-
munities. According to 
Lori Kintz, 5HF’s Coa-
lition Coordinator and 
OneBigConnection 
editor, “The platform 
is a work in progress. 
Every week new infor-
mation and resources 
will be added until the 
site is so robust it be-
comes a regular part of 
our online routine.”

We are planning a 
free 30-minute demo 
of the site in June. 
Watch for updates on 
our FaceBook page.

The site includes:
• Action Teams 

that are places to come 
together, post infor-
mation and solve local 
challenges.

• Facts and Fig-
ures will house cur-
rent local and regional 
statistics and peer-re-
viewed articles to keep 
us informed. The in-
formation can also be 
used by area non-prof-
its in grant applica-
tions or strategic plan-
ning.

• A Resource Di-
rectory will allow local 
non-profit service pro-
viders to post their in-
formation on a variety 
of topics addressing 

vital conditions like 
mental health and out-
reach services, reliable 
transportation, health 
and safety services, 
and social supports. If 
you are a local provid-
er or organization who 
wishes to be added to 
our directory, go to 
https://www.onebig-

connection.org/sub-
mit for instructions on 
how to register.

• Events will be 
a place where com-
munity organizations 
can promote upcom-
ing events open to the 
community.

• C o m m u n i t y 
Pulse will feature ar-

ticles, commentary by 
local experts, and pub-
lications of interest.

• Polls and Sur-
veys is an opt-in text 
messaging service that 
will provide occasional 
updates about events 
and opportunities in 
the 5HF service area. 
Participants will re-
ceive quick, one-ques-
tion surveys to mon-
itor our community 
points of view.  Here is 
an example of a poll:

For more informa-
tion, contact 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation 
staff, Matt Pegouskie, 
or Lori Kintz, at 734-
433-4599.

By: Laura Perkins
This past week, 

Summer 
Warm Ups!

Dan in a kayak.
the weather has real-
ly felt like summer is 

here!   This year it is an 
exceptionally sweet 
summer as we are able 
to do more activities 
safely.    If you are like 
me, you have plans to 
involve your dog in as 
many of these activities 
as you can.  I have plans 
to take Dan swimming 
and kayaking, and to 
visit some patios with 
Doug.  We’ll be walking 
more, traveling togeth-
er to visit family, and 
all sorts of other fun 
things. 

But, before you in-
clude your dog in new 
activities (or ones that 
 continued on page 9
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Savings in
Chelsea

From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights is 
back! This year's ab-
breviated 7-week long 
summer concert se-
ries announces a 2021 
line-up filled with an 
amazing variety of art 
and live music. Chelsea 
Area Festivals & Events 
(CAFE) is excited to 
welcome everyone back 
to Chelsea to explore its 
unique blend of music, 
arts, shops and dining. 

“We really missed 
Sounds & Sights last 
year,” said Craig Com-
mon, CAFE board 
president, “but I think 
that makes this year all 
the sweeter. We’re re-
juvenated and excited. 
We’ve got a great lineup 
and invite the Chelsea 
community and visitors 
to come and explore all 
that our vibrant down-
town has to offer.”

The 2021 season 
kicks off on Thursday, 
July 1, at 6:30 p.m., fea-
turing the Motor City 
Boogie Woogie Kid 
Matthew Ball and Chalk 
Artist Chris Monaghan, 
both ‘CAFE Grants for 
the Arts’ recipients. 
Throughout the sum-
mer, Monaghan will be 

Chelsea’s  Sounds & Sights on 
Thursday Nights 2021 Season

joined by fellow chalk 
artist Seth Allison in a 
“How to Chalk” series 
which inspires specta-
tors to create their own 
chalk artwork.

Seven different en-
tertainment stages — 
from the south end of 
downtown Chelsea to 
the north end — will 
be home to plenty of 
live music. Visitors will 
hear everything from 
Americana to Jazz to 
Rock to Soul to Zydeco. 
There’s dance, too, from 
another grant recipient, 
Ballet Chelsea. As al-
ways, children will join 
in the fun —puppetry 
and magic shows, make 
and take crafts…and 
even circus acts! The 
complete schedule can 
be found at www.chel-
seafestivals.com or by 
following facebook and 
instagram handles @
chelseafestivals.

E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
Chair Gary Munce said 
it’s exciting each year 
when it comes time 
to begin planning for 
the upcoming Sounds 
& Sights on Thursday 
Nights. 

“It takes many 
hands to make it hap-
pen, but it’s just so 
amazing to see it all 

come together,” Munce 
said. “When everything 
is set in place and we are 
all strolling down Main 
Street listening to great 
music with our families 
and friends, I’m think-
ing, 'It just doesn’t get 
any better.’”

All of the artists 
and musicians are paid 
by CAFE, a non-profit 
who’s mission is to en-
rich Chelsea, and the 
surrounding commu-
nities, by promoting 
the presentation of and 
participation in quality 
performing and visual 
arts.  

Performance slots 
are in hot demand each 
year.  Highlights include 
the Cadillac Cowboys, 
a jazz guitar combo 
called Fun on the Frets, 
the soul and Motown 
groove of Salmagundi, 
and local favorite, Chel-
sea House Orchestra. 
For kids of all ages, De-
troit Circus brings daz-
zling aerial antics, fire 
dancing, and fun side-
show acts. 

Also returning to 
Sounds & Sights on 
Thursday Nights, is 
SculptureWalk, now 
in its 12th year. The 
2021-22 SculptureWalk 
features 16 outdoor 

sculptures set in pub-
lic locations through-
out historic downtown 
Chelsea. Visitors can 
download or pick up a 
walking map at down-
town businesses.

Common said that 
almost every event pre-
sented in Chelsea is be-
cause of great partner-
ships and community 
support. And Sounds & 
Sights is no different. 

“We have over 70 
businesses, organiza-
tions, and community 
members that donate 
either time, money, 
or both. That support 
allows us to put on a 
first-class, free event. It’s 
pretty amazing.” 

Sounds & Sights on 
Thursday Nights, now in 
its 17th year, is present-
ed by the Chelsea Area 
Festival & Events, win-
ner of the 2020 Chelsea 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce Non-Profit Busi-
ness Leadership Award. 
A 501(c)3 non-profit, 
CAFE has reinvested 
over $750,000 dollars 
back into the Chelsea 
community’s artists 
and businesses. The 
non-profit has helped 
organize many of Chel-
sea’s most popular 
events, including the 
Sounds & Sights Festi-
val Weekend (on hold 
for 2021), Hometown 
Holiday, and the Sculp-

tureWalk.
Sounds & Sights on 

Thursday Nights runs 
July 1 to August 12, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. through-
out downtown Chel-
sea. Many business and 
restaurants are open 

before, during, and after 
street events end.

For a complete per-
formance schedule and 
information on places 
to stay and parking op-
tions, visit www.chel-
seafestivals.com.
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From: Bill O’Reilly
Chelsea Senior 

Center is excited to 
announce their sum-
mer FUNdraising 
event on July 25 called 
“Festival of Trellises” 
which will add col-
or and cheer to the 
beautiful July day.  
Proceeds will ben-
efit the Chelsea Se-
nior Center and will 
occur alongside the 
“Arts in the Garden” 
benefit walk hosted 
by Chelsea Area Gar-
den Club on that day 
which runs 10:00 am 
until 4:00 pm and will 
be held rain or shine.  
Proceeds from the 
garden walk will ben-
efit CSC’s Intergener-
ational Garden.

The Festival of 
Trellises event will be 
held at the Chelsea 
Senior Center Inter-

FESTIVAL OF 
TRELLISES 

EVENT 
SUPPORTS 
CHELSEA 

SENIOR CENTER

generational Garden 
located on the campus 
of Washington Street 
Education Center, 512 
Washington St., just 
outside of the cafete-
ria, west of Building 
100, or you can access 
it from Book Street.  
Attendees will have 
a chance to view cre-
atively decorated trel-
lises and vote for their 
favorite.  Of course, as 
a fundraiser, multiple 
voting tokens may be 
purchased to “stuff the 
ballot box”.

The Trellis Silent 
Auction will also oc-
cur beginning at 10:30 
a.m. and close at 3:00 
pm.  Many beautiful-
ly decorated trellises 
from the community 
will be available for 
bid.  No need to pur-
chase a garden walk 
ticket to participate in 

the Festival of Trellis-
es.

According to 
Charlotte Wyche, 
CSC Board President, 
“The CSC Intergener-
ational Garden is one 
of my favorite plac-
es in all of Chelsea.   I 
have participated in so 
many activities there: 
from weeding and wa-
tering in the tomato 
beds, harvesting early 
spring spinach in the 
hoop house, to play-
ing with and teaching 
kids from Camp Gabi-
ka.   I am thrilled that 
the Garden Club is 
giving us an opportu-
nity to highlight what 
this special space is all 
about and so grate-
ful the garden is to be 
the recipient of their 
fundraising this year.   
I can’t wait to see you 
all there!”

The Chelsea Se-
nior Center is a 501(c) 
3 non-profit.  For more 
information please call 
734-475-9242 or email 
connected@chelsease-
niors.org.  Tickets to 
the Chelsea Area Gar-
den Club Arts in the 
Garden Benefit Walk 
are $20 and will be on 
sale June 15-July 24 
at the Chelsea Senior 
Center, 512 Washing-
ton St.; the Garden 
Mill, 110 South Main, 
Chelsea; and the Grass 
Lake Senior Cen-
ter, 373 Lakeside Dr., 
Grass Lake. To pur-
chase tickets by cred-
it card or PayPal, go 
to the Chelsea Senior 
Center website: chel-
seaseniors.org. Tickets 
also will be available 
on the walk day for 
$25 at any of the gar-
den walk locations.“Grandma’s Garden” Trellis decorated for 

CSC’s Festival of Trellises
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Disclaimer: All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM 
employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2016 or newer GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will 
qualify. Prices are good through 5/31/2021. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 
5/31/2021.  See dealer for more details.

©2021 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2021 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$419/ 36/ $3,495
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18269

2021 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$389/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18224

2021 XT5 AWD
LUXURY

$349/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18240

2021 CT4 PREMIUM 
LUXURY

$349 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18204

2021 CT5

$429 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. #K18088
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

 ➢ continued from page 1

CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD

2021 MITCA D11 TEAM STATE MEET

From Loren 
Thorburn

The Chelsea Girls 
Track & Field Team 
were the Runner-Up at 
the 2021 MITCA D11 
State Team meet held 
at Fowlerville High 
School on Friday, 
May 28th. Freeland 
won the meet with 
996 points followed 
by Chelsea with 823.5 

points. Even with the 
wet, cold, and windy 
day and missing a 
few key athletes, our 
team stepped up to 
the challenge and per-
formed very well as a 
team. This has been 
the characteristic of 
our team throughout 
the season when faced 
with weather, obsta-
cles, and the pressure 

of a big meet. This is 
a significant moment 
in our team histo-
ry stretching back to 
2009 when the girls 
team finished 3rd at 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association  
(MHSAA) State Meet. 

Individual high-
lights included 
Makayla Kegerreis 
placing 2nd in the 

long jump with a dis-
tance of 16' 3.25" (a 
personal record - PR), 
which places her 3rd 
on the All-Time Top 
10 list of jumpers at 
Chelsea High School. 
Also, Makayla placed 
7th in the 200m 
dash (27.89) and 5th 
in the 400m dash  
(63.12). Kendra Pat-
terson ran a PR in 
the 100m hurdles 
(16.79) to place 3rd 
overall. Kendra also 
ran a solid race in 
the 300m hurdle race 
(52.65) and placed 
5th. Morgan Majeske 
continued to throw 
well and place high in 
the big meets. Mor-
gan placed 3rd in the 
discus throw (11 O' 
1 O") and 5th in the 
shot put (32' 5"). Ri-
ley Thorburn contin-

ued to run solid races 
by placing 5th in the 
800m run (2:29.84) 
and placing 6th in the 
1600m run (5:35.11 
). Freshman Trilian 
Krug continued her 
gutsy performances 
with a 8th place finish 
in the 1600m (5:39.91) 
and a 9th place fin-
ish in the 3200m run  
(12:20.0). Breanne 
Black ran a fast 100m 
time, 13.76 - a PR, 
to place higher than 
expected in placing. 
Breanne then turned 
around and placed 
2nd in the pole vault 
after running the an-
chor leg of the 4x1 
OOm relay. Also, Na-
talie Davies and Ra-
chel Bullock ran sea-
son bests times in the 
3200m run (12:57.79 
and 13:08.63, respec-

tively) and placed 
9th and 10th, respec-
tively. Their perfor-
mance helped secure 
our Runner-Up po-
sition going into the 
last event (4x400m 
relay). Finally, Kasey 
Matusik continued to 
provide dependable 
fast legs in the 4x1 
OOm relay, 4x200m 
relay, and 4x400m re-
lay, while running a 
solid 400m race and 
placing high in the 
standings (ie., 14th 
place with a time of 
67 seconds.) 

We conclude our 
season with the Larry 
Steeb Meet of Cham-
pions held in Dexter 
on Tuesday, 6/1, and 
the MHSAA State 
Meet held in Zeeland 
on Saturday, 6/5.

Photo By: Sharon Kegerreis.

His teaching ca-
reer began in Chelsea 
at the middle school 
in 1962 with his main 
subject being United 
States History. In 1992 
he retired from teach-
ing.

Coaching track 
and field  in Chel-
sea for him began in 
the Spring of 1963. 
He coached the throw-
ing events (shot put 
and discus) for his 
first 45 years. Now he 
coaches boys and girls 
hurdles.

The teams have 
had some stars and 
State Champion ath-
letes in his coaching 
career; with hopefully 
even more to come. 
One that stands out is 
former Chelsea grad-
uate and State Cham-
pion in the shot and 
discus Kari (Taylor) 
Goorhouse. She went 
on to throw at Western 
Michigan University.

“We didn’t have a 
track in 1963-1965,” 
Kruse said. “All our 

CHELSEA TRACK IS KRUSETASTIC

meets were away. The 
first track we had was 
a six lane track in 
1965. We practiced in 
parking lots, fields and 
anywhere we could.”

The teams which 
made up the South-
east Conference at 
that time were State 
High School in the 
campus of U-M, Roo-
sevelt High School in 
the campus of EMU, 
Milan, South Lyon, 
Dundee, Pinckney and 
Saline.

“I like coaching 
track,” he said. “You 
can measure progress 
with a stop watch and 
a tape measure.”

He has coached 
and taught the  chil-
dren and grandchil-
dren of the children of 
his first former student 
athletes. 

Some other  great 
Chelsea athletes who 
have had the benefits 
of his experience in-
clude: Joe Tripodi who 
was a State Champion 
in the shot put  in Di-
vision 2 (2000-2002). 

Lisa Mongo who was 
a distance State Cham-
pion from 1991-1993.

“She placed nine 
times in the State 
Meet,” he added. “Evan 
Carpenter was State 
Champion in the high 
hurdles in 2008.”

Mason Borders 
who was a State Cham-
pion in the 300-me-
ter (low hurdles) in 
2011. Moira Arnold 
who placed at six State 
Championships from 
1998-2000. Moira was 
first in the 200-meter 
dash and also placed 
in the 400-meter.

There have been so 
many successful ath-
letes and scholars who 
he has taught, coached 
and mentored that it 
is hard to mention ev-
eryone.

This coaching ex-
pert is not sure when 
he may retire and hang 
up his spikes  from 
the sport he loves so 
much. “I am good for 
another year at least,” 
he proclaimed. 

Things change 
each year. The dynam-
ics and dichotomy are 
different every season.

Each team is dif-
ferent. Last year was 
tough with Covid-19 
and no sports in the 
Spring for anyone.

“This year was 
the best example of a 
team effort,” he said. 
“We scored a lot of 
points but we nickel 
and dimed them. We 
didn’t have one super-
star who got a lot of 
points.”

“They had a good 
attitude. A lot of first 

timers came out.”
The Most Valuable 

Player (MVP) of this 
season for the boys 
squad was senior Will 
Darhite who ran track 
for the first time this 
season. He ran both 
hurdles and scored 
the most points on the 
boys’ team and stands 
about 6-3 inches tall.

Not only does he 
love coaching he has 
many other hobbies 
and interest. He keeps 
busy when not out in 
the fresh air for track 
and field.

“I like to travel and 
garden,” he comment-
ed.

The coaching staff 
for the track teams 
is superb from top 
to bottom. Eric Swa-
ger has been the head 
coach of the boys for 
24 years according 
to Kruse and Loren 
Thorburn has led the 
girls team for the past 
seven years.

Swager had this 
to say about Kruse: 
“Year after year, Bert 
has brought passion, 
professionalism, and 
dedication to count-
less athletes.The reach 
of his influence is im-
measurable. We are 
extremely blessed to 
have him here at Chel-
sea.” 

Thorburn had this 
to add: “As one promi-
nent athlete said in her 
remarks about Bert . . 
. Coach Kruse is Chel-
sea Track & Field  . . .   
which fits his involve-
ment to a T. He con-
tinues to positively 
impact our athletes 

and knows our histo-
ry.   For us at Chelsea, 
a living legend. Also, 
the girl hurdlers broke 
their shuttle hurdle 
relay again last night 
with a time of 1:08.28. 
The team of Molly 
Mannor, Kendra Pat-
terson, Anna King, 
and Brooke Matusik. 
This is classic Bert 
Kruse. Keep improv-
ing up until the very 
end of the season with 
his athletes that he 
specifically coaches.”

Chelsea Athletic 
Director Brad Bush 
had this to add on 
Kruse: “Coach Kruse 
has been incredibly 
dedicated to Chelsea 
athletes for over half 
a century.   He does a 
great job in relating to 
all of our athletes.  It is 
hard to put into words 
what he has meant 
to our students over 
the years. I graduated 
from Ypsilanti with 
one of his sons.   We 
were teammates grow-
ing up.   I had no idea 
he was a teacher-coach 
in Chelsea.   When I 
was hired 23 years ago 
in Chelsea I ran into 
him and asked him 
"what are you doing 
here."  He said ,"I have 
been here for 30 years, 
what are you doing 
here?" 

Former Chelsea 
Athletic Director and 
current University of 
Michigan Director of 
Baseball Operations, 
Wayne Welton knows 
Bert Kruse well.

“He is one of 
the best guys you 
could ever ask for,” 

Wayne  said. “A lot of 
people don’t know his 
prowess as a basketball 
and football coach as 
well as teacher.”

Wayne had Bert 
as a teacher in eighth 
grade. He also coached 
him in football and 
basketball.

“My eighth grade 
year I was the quar-
terback,” he said. “We 
hadn’t been scored on 
in our wins and it was 
the fifth or sixth game.”

“It was late in the 
game and the other 
team was inside our 
five yard line. I am sure 
I was standing next 
to him looking to go 
back in. He said ‘I am 
not doing that.’  They 
scored.

Wayne said he has 
a calm and powerful 
presence about him. 
As the athletic director 
he was worried every 
year when he would 
call Bert about coach-
ing.

“When I reached 
out to him every year 
I was worried he 
wouldn’t come back. 
Bert is a legend. If you 
look up legend in the 
dictionary I am sure 
you would see his pic-
ture.”

“The key about 
Chelsea is the stabili-
ty of the staff and the 
community,” Kruse 
said. “In all sports. 
It is an attitude. We 
owe a lot to the for-
mer AD (athletic di-
rector) Wayne Welton 
and current AD Brad 
Bush.”

Top row: Bill Wehrwein, Mike Holik, Eric 
Swager. Middle:  Kari Goorhouse, Loren 

Thorburn,  David  Slusser. Front:   Bill 
Bainton,  Bert Kruse,  Pat Clarke
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ill Americans.  It is also 
integral for the busi-
ness world.  We may 
have never understood 
just how important 
the internet is without 
having to rely on it so 
much this past year.  

Thankfully, Washt-
enaw County is work-
ing hard to ensure ev-
ery household in the 
county has access to 
the internet. The coun-
ty could make history 
in Michigan, by being 
the first county with 
100% coverage. I had 
the privilege of attend-
ing a  broadband task 
force meeting, over 
Zoom, last week.  

During the meet-
ing, several pieces of 
important information 
were covered.  The cur-
rent step the county is 
on in making progress 
toward the goal.   RFP 
#: 8119, OPEN DATE: 
FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 2021 
@ 4:00PM, DESCRIP-
TION: PUBLIC-PRI-
VATE PARTNER-
SHIP FOR FILLING 
BROADBAND GAPS, 
ADMINISTRATION.  
The county will take 
proposals from pro-
viders to provide the 
needed infrastruc-

Washtenaw County 
Working to be First 

County in Michigan with 
100% Broadband Coverage
 ➢ continued from page 1 ture and service to fill 

broadband gaps until 
June 4th at 4:00pm.    
Proposals will be re-
viewed and selected by 
the RFP subcommittee. 
CTE energy and tech-
nology firm will also 
review.  They will get 
a recommendation to 
the board of commis-
sioners.  The target is 
to get the recommen-
dation to the board of 
commissioners July 
meeting.  The award 
will be made on the ba-
sis of criteria outlined 
in the  RFP, which is 
listed on the Washten-
aw County website un-
der the purchasing tab 
https://www.washten-
aw.org/659/Purchas-
ing.

A big question and 
concern seems to be 
the cost and how 100% 
broadband coverage 
will be paid for. Will 
this project increase 
taxes for residents?  
The money will be  
from two places.  The 
American Rescue plan 
awards will partially be 
utilized for broadband.  
And the $600,000 the 
county received from 
recreational marijuna 
tax will be used.  But, 
the full amount will 

not be used.  Some will 
go to the sheriff and 
some will go toward 
arts, diversity, equity 
and inclusion.  So un-
less you’re using recre-
ational marijuana, you 
will not be taxed for 
the project.  

The task force is 
also looking into mak-
ing certain those with-
out access are able to 
afford the service.  It 
will take years before 
everyone has access to 
broadband.  But, we 
learned through Covid 
that access to service 
is needed but that it 
needs to be affordable 
for those with lower 
incomes.  The imag-
es of children trying 
to attend school while 
sitting in fast food 
parking lots will not 
soon be forgotten. The 
broadband task force 
is currently reviewing 
how to address the is-
sue for people although 
we are years away from 
100% access.  To keep 
updated on the work 
of the Broadband Task 
Force and learn more 
information, go to the 
website at https://www.
washtenaw.org/2867/
B r o a d b a n d - Ta s k -
Force.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS TRACK AND 

FIELD

From head coach Eric 
Swager: “We went up 
to Mason this year try-
ing to hone in a few 
key events.   We didn't 
max out any of our 
runners, so to take a 
runner up trophy is 
pretty solid.   We con-
tinue to maintain a 
great attitude, which 

CHELSEA BOYS 
TRACK DOES WELL

makes this team fun to 
coach.

“Our lone first 
place medal was 
earned by Will Bar-
hite in the 300 hur-
dles.   Will also earned 
medals in the 110 
Hurdles and the 200 
dash.  Brandon Snyder 
took a runner up med-

al in the long jump, as 
did distance runners 
Jimmy Alford, Con-
nell Alford, and Owen 
Smith.      Other medal 
winners were Dominic 
Guthre, Ryan Scott, 
Jackie Dell, Zebedee 
Swager, and both the 
4x200 and 4x400 relay 
teams.”

your dog might be rusty 
with due to our quieter 
lifestyle last summer), 
I’d encourage you to do 
some warm ups.  While 
your dog can learn to 
love your summer ac-
tivities, it can be over-
whelming to jump in 
too fast. 

There are two parts 
to pre-summer activity 
warm ups, and doing 
both is a great idea.  

One part of your 
warm up routine should 
include brushing up on 
your dog's training.    If 
you haven’t practiced 
leash walking or come 
or stay since your puppy 
class - get out your click-
er and treats. Be sure to 
pay generously for your 
dog's efforts.  This prac-
tice will refresh your 
dog’s skills, help to rein-
force focus on you, and 
remind your dog that 
she can earn really su-
per good treats for these 
behaviors.  

The second half of 
your summer warm up 
routine should include 
gradually reintroducing 
your dog to the environ-
ments where the activi-
ties occur.    If you can’t 
visit the exact environ-
ment ahead of time, go-
ing somewhere similar 

Summer 
Warm Ups!

will still be helpful.  You 
might go to a quieter 
park when working up 
to going to a busy one 
or perhaps you could 
try Downtown Chel-
sea on a weeknight be-
fore going to Sights and 
Sounds.  

With Dan, our first 
kayak trip won’t be on 
the Huron river on a 
Saturday.    Instead, I’ll 
introduce him to the 
kayak at home, on the 
ground.    Then we will 
head out to a small, qui-
et lake on a weekday 
when it won’t be too 
busy.    This way, he can 
learn about the kayak 
without lots of exciting 
distractions. Through-
out the summer we can 
do busier and busier 
kayak outings and may-
be in August he’ll be 
ready for the excitement 
of the Huron river on a 
hot summer day.  

Likewise, for Doug, 
we’ll brush up on set-
tling on a mat at home 
on our deck.  Then we’ll 
try a patio at lunch or 
on a weekday after-
noon.  I’ll plan to order 
food and drinks that 
don’t require too much 
of my focus.    I’ll prob-
ably go without other 
humans so that I can re-
ally pay attention to sup-

porting Doug.    Then, 
my husband and I might 
go together, still during 
a quieter time.   We can 
gradually work up to 
going to busier pati-
os where there will be 
more people and other 
dogs.  

During these warm 
up outings, watch your 
dog closely.    If you see 
signs of stress or wor-
ry - head home.    You 
can try again another 
day and choose an eas-
ier environment.    Your 
observations on warm 
up outings might also 
help you to decide what 
to work on during your 
home warm up training 
sessions. 

Here’s to a great 
summer full of fun 
with your best (canine) 
friend!  

*Laura Perkins 
owns Laura Perkins 
Animal Behavior, LLC 
in Chelsea, MI where 
she provides behavior 
and training consult-
ing for pet owners. She 
has studied animals and 
behavior her whole life 
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Animal Science 
from the University of 
Illinois and a Master’s 
of Science in Behavior 
Analysis from the Uni-
versity of North Texas.*
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