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Amid COVID-19 response, St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea receives 

"A" grade for patient safety

From Bobby Maldonado
Leapfrog Hos-

pital Safety Grades, 
which assigns A, B, C, 
D and F letter grades 
to hospitals nation-
ally for patient safety, 
announced that St. 
Joseph Mercy Chel-
sea has received an 
“A” ranking on its 
Spring 2020 score-
card.   Amid its re-

sponse to COVID-19, 
St. Joe's  Chelsea was 
awarded an “A” for its 
commitment to keep-
ing patients safe and 
meeting the highest 
safety standards in the 
United States.

Safety is a core 
value and a top prior-
ity for St. Joe's Chel-
sea.   As part of its 
COVID-19 response, 
the hospital  has a 
vigorous screening 
process in place at all 
points of entry.   All 
colleagues and visi-
tors are also required 

to wear face masks 
while inside the facil-
ity.   These safeguards 
ensure that all patients 
can safely seek med-
ical care within the 
facility, including for 
any urgent and emer-
gent needs within the 
Emergency Depart-
ment.

"As our clinical 
teams respond to new 
challenges presented 
by COVID-19, they 
have remained fo-
cused on their jobs 
and doing all the lit-

Photos courtesy of Cindy Reynolds Perelman, Ellie and Don’s daughter

Aunt Ellie and the Amazing 
Don’s Dairy Bar

By Wendy Gilbert 
Gronbeck

In the 1950s, you 
could get a cheeseburg-
er, a home permanent, 

and tap-dancing lessons 
all in one place. That 
place was Don’s Dairy 
Bar on North Territorial 
Road, north of Chelsea. 

It sat across the street 
from Inverness Golf 
Course and next door 
to The Inverness Inn. 
Don’s was built by my 

dad, Jack Gilbert, and 
my uncle, Don Reyn-
olds and operated by my 
aunt, Eleanor Gilbert 
Reynolds.

Don’s Dairy Bar 
could have been the set 
for Happy Days with its 
red bar stools and the 
menu painted on the 
wall over the counter. 
There was a pinball ma-
chine in one corner and 
a jukebox at the end of 
the bar. Ellie was known 
for her cooking, her dry 
wit, and her gregarious, 
fun-loving nature (un-
 continued on page 2

From Teresa Beegle
During the corona-

virus pandemic, Chel-
sea State Bank is able 
to assist many local 
small businesses with 
their Paycheck Protec-
tion Program (PPP) 
loans. The Chelsea Se-
nior Center, a small, 
nonprofit business, is 
one such business that 
was able to take ad-
vantage of a PPP loan 
and keep many of their 
programs active, while 

Chelsea State Bank Helps Chelsea 
Senior Center with PPP Loan

CSC Staff preparing Meals on Wheels.  Left to right: Jennifer, Marylee, 
Bill, Mackenzie, Meredith, Emily.  continued on page 3

.
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tle things necessary 
to deliver the safest, 
highest quality care 
possible for patients," 
said Nancy Graebner, 
president and CEO 
of St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea.   "While 
we know COVID-19 
concerns are high, the 
community should 
rest assured that our 
hospital is among the 
safest in the nation 
for anyone requiring 
care."

Developed under 
the guidance of a  na-
tional Expert Panel, 
the Leapfrog Hospital 

Amid COVID-19 response, St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea receives 

"A" grade for patient safety
Safety Grade uses 28 
measures of public-
ly available hospital 
safety data to assign 
grades to more than 
2,600 U.S. acute-care 
hospitals twice per 
year.   The Hospital 
Safety Grade’s meth-
odology is peer-re-
viewed and fully 
transparent, and the 
results are free to the 
public.

In addition to St. 
Joseph Mercy Chel-
sea, the following 
Trinity Health Mich-
igan hospitals also 
received "A” rankings 
on their Spring 2020 

scorecards:  St. Joseph 
Mercy Livingston, St. 
Joseph Mercy Oak-
land, Mercy Health 
Saint Mary's, and 
Mercy Health Hack-
ley Campus.   Michi-
gan Medicine, a joint 
venture partner of St. 
Joe's Chelsea, also re-
ceived an "A" ranking.

To see St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea’s full 
grade details, learn 
how employers can 
help, and access pa-
tient tips for staying 
safe in the hospital, 
please visit  hospital-
safetygrade.org

Aunt Ellie and the 
Amazing Don’s Dairy Bar
less you trumped her 
ace at the Euchre game 
which was always in 
progress at the corner 
table.)

My sister and I  
loved to spend our after-
noons at the Dairy Bar. 
To us, it was like Disn-
eyland with free French 
fries and sodas for Ellie’s 
nieces. She’d always slip 
us a nickel for a pinball 
game. When business 
was slow, Aunt Ellie 
gave permanents to 
neighborhood ladies at 
the tables near the back. 
It was a bring-your-own 
perm arrangement, but 
Ellie applied them with-
out charge. When you 
walked into the café, 
you’d see truck driv-
ers at the counter with 
huge plates of burgers 
and fries and at the back 
tables, the smiling fac-
es of neighborhood la-
dies with plastic curling 
rods protruding from 
their heads. While Ellie 
applied chemicals that 
dripped onto the towels 
wrapped around their 
shoulders, they enjoyed 
toasted tuna sandwich-
es, chips, and pickles. 
The air was scented with 
a strange combination 
of ammonia from the 
home perms and onion 
rings in the deep-fat 
fryer.

On Tuesday after-
noons, the potato chip 

delivery man came by, 
and he and Aunt Ellie 
gave tap dancing lessons 
to kids in the neighbor-
hood. The smaller kids 
tapped away on top of 
the tables. Seven de-
cades later, both my 
sister, Judy Gilbert Pre-
ville, and I remember 
all the steps to Five Foot 
Two and East Side West 
Side. Golfers would 
putt-out on the ninth 
hole at Inverness Golf 
Course and then cross 
North Territorial for a 
stop at the Dairy Bar. 
If they were lucky, they 
could get a piece of pie 
made by Bessie Russell, 
Ellie’s good friend who 
lived at Wild Goose 
Lake. In the evenings, 
counselors from the De-
troit “TB Camp” canoed 
across North Lake for a 
chocolate soda heaped 
with whipped cream.

Don’s Dairy Bar 
was a café, beauty sa-
lon, and dance studio 
with a little counseling 
and card playing on the 
side. It worked because 

the food was sumptu-
ous and delicious, and 
Aunt Ellie was friendly 
and funny. North Lake 
native, David Knisely, 
remembers that “Ellie 
was there to greet you 
and had a way of lifting 
your spirits. To her, ev-
eryone was special, and 
her sincere joy in seeing 
you was as delicious as 
the ice cream. What a 
sanctuary!”

Even if there had 
been strict regulations 
in those days, I’m quite 
sure no health inspec-
tor could have written 
up a believable report. 
Had he tried, Aunt El-
lie would have slipped 
him a banana split and 
had him tapping his feet 
before he could take out 
a pencil. He’d have been 
lucky to escape without 
a new hairdo.
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Chelsea State Bank 
Helps Chelsea Senior 

Center with PPP Loan
adding new activities, 
even with stay-at-
home orders.

The federal Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act provides 
a variety of additional 
emergency relief pro-
grams for consumers 
and businesses, includ-
ing the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program (PPP) 
guaranteed through 
the Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA). 

“Chelsea State 
Bank is an authorized 
lender by the SBA to 
administer the Payroll 
Protection Program,” 
explained Chelsea 
State Bank President 
Joanne Rau. “During 
April, our commercial 
lenders and support 
teams were able to 
complete over 300 PPP 
loans with a total val-
ue of over $40 million 
dollars. This was a very 
short period of time to 
complete both rounds 
of PPP funding. Be-
cause of their tireless 
efforts, we were able 
to provide quick turn-
around while making 
the process as easy as 
possible for our cus-
tomers.”

The Chelsea Se-
nior Center has been 
serving the commu-
nity for over 40 years. 
With over 1,000 mem-
bers, the staff of seven 
(two full-time and five 
part-time) didn’t miss 
a beat when Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer’s 
stay-at-home order 
went into place.

In a typical month, 
the Chelsea Senior 
Center will have over 
250 activities for the 
seniors in the Chelsea 
community area to 
participate in and keep 
active. Today, those ac-
tivities are still robust 
– just a little different. 
And because the Chel-
sea Senior Center was 
able to receive a PPP 
loan, they are able to 
keep their staff on the 
payroll so they can 
provide many other 
resources and activ-
ities for their seniors 
in spite of their doors 
currently being closed.

The Chelsea Se-
nior Center now has 
numerous activities 
online for seniors to 
explore. They also have 
a Zoom account for 
various group meet-
ings, including their 
Ukulele Group and 
Happy Hours – ses-
sions where seniors 
can interact. The Cen-
ter makes hundreds 
of wellness calls each 
month to make sure 
seniors are alright and 
to check if they need 
anything. They also 
send out emails and 
greeting cards to make 
contact with their 
members. The Center 

has a full website of ac-
tivities and resources 
for seniors.

“Normally we have 
a very vibrant cen-
ter going five days a 
week,” said Chelsea Se-
nior Center Executive 
Director Bill O’Reilly. 
“On March 13 we shut 
down all inside activ-
ities except the Meals 
on Wheels program. 
We are still preparing 
and delivering Meals 
on Wheels. It’s funny, 
it almost feels busi-
er now than when we 
were open and having 
all our original activ-
ities. From the inside 
it’s hard to tell we are 
closed to the public be-
cause we are so busy.” 

Promoting fellow-
ship is a vital purpose 
of the Chelsea Senior 
Center and therefore 
meals are important 
activities. When the 
Center is open there 
is a Daily Senior Café 
where a hot meal is 
served at noon for a 
small donation. For 
those seniors who are 
homebound and un-
able to join in the se-
nior cafe lunch, Meals 
on Wheels will deliver 
a hot meal Monday 
through Friday and 
frozen meals for the 
weekend. However, 
because of the stay-at-
home order, the Chel-
sea Senior Center is 
now delivering Meals 
on Wheels on Mon-
days and Thursdays 
with frozen meals for 
the other five days.

“Meals on Wheels 
is a big part of what 
we do,” explained 
O’Reilly. “Normally we 
would have volunteers 
help with the Meals on 
Wheels program, but 
we realized it wasn’t 
safe to have volunteers 
continue at this time, 
so our staff pitched in 
and we actually do all 
the meal prep. There 
is a school district 
cook who prepares the 
meals, and the staff and 
I wash all the fruit and 
get the meals together 
and deliver to about 
100 seniors in the area. 
This number is actual-
ly increasing as more 
seniors become home-
bound.

“Because these 
folks are homebound, 
we normally check in 
on them when we de-
liver meals during the 
week. However to keep 
our seniors and our 
staff safe we do have 
to limit the interaction 
that we have with our 
homebound folks. So 
for everybody’s sake 
we had to scale back 
our deliveries to two 
days a week instead of 
five.”

Chelsea Senior 
Center Board of Di-
rectors Treasurer Ken 
Gietzen and Chelsea 
Senior Center Book-

keeper Marylee Fuchs 
simultaneously pre-
sented the PPP loan 
option to O’Reilly, and 
together they contact-
ed Chelsea State Bank. 

“We reached out 
to Chelsea State Bank 
and they immediate-
ly jumped onboard to 
help us,” said O’Reil-
ly. “Our Commercial 
Loan Officer Jim Wolf-
ington immediately 
got us through the pro-
cess and even the Bank 
President Joanne Rau 
was calling to check 
and monitor our prog-
ress. It was remarkable. 
We started the process 
on a Wednesday and 
by the following Mon-
day we had the funds 
in our account.

“When one of my 
counterparts at anoth-
er local town’s senior 
center asked if we had 
looked into the pro-
gram, I told her we al-
ready have our funds. 
They are with a larger 
bank and they were just 
sent forms and haven’t 
heard anything since. 
It definitely reinforces 
that we are partnering 
with the right people 
here in Chelsea.”

“We all pitched 
in to help our busi-
ness customers,” said 
Rau. “It’s rewarding to 
know these funds are 
brought into our com-
munities to keep our 
local businesses run-
ning during these diffi-
cult times. This is what 
community banking is 
all about and I am so 
proud of our Chelsea 
State Bank team.”

Chelsea State Bank 
and the Chelsea Se-
nior Center have a lot 
in common. They are 
both locally grown to 
support the communi-
ties they serve. Chelsea 
State Bank has been 
serving individuals, 
families, farmers and 
small businesses for 
over 120 years. With 
two branch offices in 
Chelsea and one in 
Dexter, Chelsea State 
Bank’s lobbies are open 
by appointment while 
offering full-service 
banking from their 
drive-thru windows. 
In addition, the Bank 
offers online banking 
and mobile banking 
where customers can 
open checking ac-
counts, apply for loans 
and deposit checks – 
all electronically.

The Chelsea Senior 
Center has been serv-
ing the seniors in the 
area for over 40 years. 
The Center is promot-
ed as the place for the 
young at heart. Fun, 
learning and resourc-
es for seniors and their 
families. While the 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter business offices re-
main open, the Center 
is closed to visitors for 
the foreseeable future 

due to the Coronavi-
rus situation.  They are 
available by phone and 
e-mail for needed ser-
vices.

“Banking with a 
local community bank 
means everything, es-
pecially during times 
like today,” said O’Reil-
ly. “We always knew it 
was a strong partner-
ship, but during these 
times it really hits 
home. The way they 
treated us and just re-
ally made it a priority 
to help us out showed 
their personal com-
mitment to the seniors 
in our community.

“Chelsea State 
Bank knew our busi-
ness and the services 
we offer to the com-
munity. They under-
stand how our seniors 
depend on us and how 
important it is to keep 
going during these un-
certain times. Because 
of our PPP loan, we 
are able to keep our 
full payroll and pay 
our rent – our center 
is within the old high 
school, so our rent 
helps the community, 
too! It’s a win win.”

Moving to Chelsea 
five years ago, O’Reilly 
became the Executive 

Director of the Chel-
sea Senior Center a lit-
tle over a year ago. He 
has a strong business 
background and a true 
entrepreneurial spirt. 
With a Master of Busi-
ness Administration 
(MBA) from George 
Washington Universi-
ty, Washington, D.C., 
he has started and sold 
two businesses, man-
aged a few businesses 
for profit and nonprof-
it and has sat on many 
nonprofit boards over 
the years. Most recent-
ly, the O’Reilly’s started 
a genealogy business 
10 years ago working 
remotely with hun-
dreds of clients around 
the world. O’Reilly’s 
wife now manages the 
business.

“Our Board of Di-
rectors and our staff 
are all well aware of 
how Chelsea State 
Bank has really been 
our guiding light 
though all this and it is 
just the latest in a very 
long string of actions 
Chelsea State Bank has 
done for this commu-
nity we are happy to 
call home,” conclud-
ed O’Reilly. “Once 
again, thank you to 
the Chelsea State Bank 

team from the entire 
Chelsea Senior Center 
team!”

O’Reilly is also 
president of the Chel-
sea Historical Soci-
ety,  secretary for the 
Chelsea Downtown 
Development Author-
ity (DDA), and a vol-
unteer for a number 
of other activities in 
Chelsea.

“As a local commu-
nity bank for over 120 
years, the health and 
safety of our families 
and businesses have 
always been top prior-
ities for us,” said Chel-
sea State Bank CEO 
John Mann.   “When 
the PPP was first an-
nounced, as well as 
the second round of 
funding, we were bur-
ied with applications. 
We chose to focus on 
our smallest custom-
ers first because that’s 
where we felt the need 
was greatest and we 
didn’t want them over-
looked.  We want all of 
our customers to know 
we are here to help 
them. Because we are 
smaller and more nim-
ble, we can act quickly, 
proactively, and deci-
sively.”
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS SPORTS SCHEDULES
ALL SPRING SPORTS ARE CANCELLED AT THIS TIME

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
MOMENT OF ZEN, GAS PRICES, MCDONALD'S 

AND MURDER HORNETS

 continued on page 10

Day 53 of quaran-
tine. 

Or so, I think it is. 
Everything is a bit of a 
blur right now. 

I'm starting to hal-
lucinate -- I'm seeing 
things that can't be 
true. 

Take for instance 
my late night trip to the 
Speedway gas station 
in Chelsea last week. 

When I'm not ca-
rousing around as "col-
umn-writer-extraordi-
naire," I actually have 
what the government 
and the powers-that-be 
consider an "essential" 
job. I've always thought 
my late night job was 
important, but to be 
called "essential,". well, 
I think I now need a 
raise. 

Anyway, as part 
of my "essential" job I 
have to drive all over 
Washtenaw County 
and the surrounding 
area each and every 
night. So, as one might 
expect, I spend a lot of 
time in area gas stations 

-- and in late night Mc-
Donald's. It's pretty sad 
when I can tell anyone 
who's interested which 
area 24-hour/late night 
McDonald's consis-
tently has the best 
service, the quickest 
preparation, the most 
polite workers and the 
freshest food. I can 
also tell anyone who's 
interested, which all-
night McDonald's has 
the most unprofes-
sional staff, the rudest 
employees, the longest 
wait and the coldest 
french fries. My fellow 
late night colleagues 
and I could write a 
book, like a Triple A 
four-diamond-type 
pamphlet, about each 
McDonald's through-
out the county. 

It's also really de-
pressing (or is it a good 
thing?), that I know 
the personal history 
and stories for a lot of 
the longtime workers 
at area McDonald's. 
When you see the same 
late night managers as 
they rotate around to 
area restaurants and 
they greet you like a 
long lost friend or you 
are truly concerned 
for "Linda's" son and 
if he was able to get 
into his first choice for 
college or if the dra-
ma of "Cynthia's" di-
vorce is finally coming 
to a close or if "Bran-
don" decided to take 

your advice and just 
save and get four new 
tires, instead of buying 
cheap, bald tires, you 
know you're spending 
way too many nights in 
McDonald's drive-th-
ru lanes. Instead of 
the "Real Housewives 
of Orange County," I 
could develop a better 
show about the "Real 
Drive-Thru Workers of 
Washtenaw County." 
Mmmm... let me call 
my agent. 

I must say, though, 
and I'm not being bi-
ased, but Chelsea's 
24-hour/late night   
McDonald's is truly 
consistently one of the 
best in the area when 
it comes to politeness, 
service and food qual-
ity. And believe me, 
I've been there at ev-
ery imaginable hour 
of the night and in the 
early mornings. Those 
Golden Arches are a 
wonderful site and a 
beacon of good-tidings 
at 3 or 4 in the morn-
ing after a long, diffi-
cult "essential" shift. 

Wow, did I ever 
get off topic. Anyhow, 
back to area gas sta-
tions, more specifical-
ly 24-hour Speedway 
stations. Like the late 
night McDonald's, my 
colleagues and I know 
where all the late-night 
gas stations are locat-
ed throughout Washt-
enaw County, as well. 

And last week at Chel-
sea's 24-hour Speed-
way station, I had a 
moment of zen experi-
ence. 

I don't know what a 
"zen experience" really 
means, but it sounded 
cool, so I went with it. I 
consider a zen moment 
as an aha experience or 
an amazing incident 
that gives you a whole 
new perspective of life. 

I had my "moment 
of zen" last week at 
Chelsea's Speedway 
(hey, "Adam" -- yes 
I know all of the late 
night crew at Chel-
sea's Speedway) when I 

pulled into the station 
with my gas gauge on 
"E." And not just on 
"E" but on "E" where I 
could actually see the 
orange bar the "E" sits 
on "E." Anyhow, I gave 
"Adam" a twenty-dol-
lar bill and went back 
out to pump my gas. To 
my surprise, and my 
"moment of zen," my 
twenty bucks filled up 
my tank. Normally, my 
twenty bucks would 
get me to a little past 
half on an empty tank. 
Gas prices at $1.50 or 
so is such a "zen expe-
rience" for a late-night 
worker/driver like 

myself. Seriously, why 
can't gas prices always 
be this affordable? Last 
week, I finally felt like 
my twenty bucks had 
value. My twenty bucks 
that night at Speedway 
had value equal to the 
effort and hard work I 
put in each and every 
night at my job. It was 
an odd feeling. I was 
pleased, but also a bit 
angry and annoyed. My 
twenty bucks should 
ALWAYS have that 
type of value. Some-
thing's wrong when 
handing over a twenty 
dollar bill feels like a 

The brightly lit golden arches of area McDonald's are a constant bea-
con for this columnist during his late night job.
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Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 
miles per year.  All prices include GM employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2015 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency 
restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will qualify. Prices are good through 5/31/2020. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM 
Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 05/31/2020.  See dealer for more details.

©2020 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2020 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$399 / 36/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08065

2020 XT4 AWD
SPORT

$319/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT 3057 MILES) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 
25¢ per mile over 30,000 miles.

Stk. # K08084

2020 ESCALADE 4WD
LUXURY

$719 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08189

2020 XT5 FWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$299/ 39 / $2,495
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT 3071 MILES ) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 
25¢ per mile over 32,500miles.

Stk. # K08129

2020 CT5

$439 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. # K08272
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
No news to report

By: Michelle Elie, 
Realtor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@gmail.com

Kind of a crazy 
month, huh? As I write 
this, the COVID num-
bers are on the decline, 
and the “new normal” is 
on the horizon.  Real Es-
tate has been given the 
green light to start back 
effective 5/9, and we are 
ready to list and sell!  All 
buyers and agents will be 
required to wear a mask 
when entering any home 
for sale, and sellers will be 
instructed to leave all the 
lights on and doors open 
so no one needs to touch 
anything during the 
showings. I’ll be provid-
ing hand sanitizer at all 
my listings, and I’m sure 
most agents will do the 
same.  Every action will 
be taken to insure safety 
as we start back to work.

Not surprising that 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings
Average list price
Number of homes sold
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 April Chelsea Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings
Average list price
Number of homes sold
Average sale price

April Summary

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors ML

the numbers for April are 
way out of whack com-
pared to last year.  Typi-
cally April is one of the 
busiest months for list-
ings, with those closings 
happening in May and 
June.  All things consid-
ered, April was a decent 
month.  Here’s the num-
bers;

What is most striking 
to me is the number of 
sales were higher in 2020 
compared to 2019.  That 
speaks for the strength 
of the market coming in 
to the pandemic.  Many 

buyers are writing offers 
on homes sight unseen, 
basing their decisions 
upon the video walk 
throughs and pictures on 
the listings.  Again, this 
indicates a very strong 
market.  

In summary, get out 
there and look at houses.  
Be safe, use appropriate 
precautions, and take ad-
vantage of the growing 
inventory.  Sellers, get 
your house on the mar-
ket- there’s so much pent 
up activity getting ready 
to burst!

2020
11  

419,155
21

306,025 

2019
33

468,373 
19 

379,239 
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 ➢ continued from page 5
value of five bucks. 

Anyhow, financial 
knowledge and how 
the all mighty dollar 
works in our econo-
my is way above my 
pay grade, but it was a 
good feeling pumping 
my gas last week and 
filling my tank. I felt a 
sense of pride I haven't 
felt in a long time. A 
sense that all the dif-
ficult, thankless work 
I do every night had 
meaning and value -- 
since my hard-earned 
cash finally, at least for 
one night at the gas 
pump, had value equal 
to my effort. Funny 
how those two things 
can go hand-in-hand. 

Finally, on a com-

ON THE SIDELINE:
MOMENT OF ZEN, GAS PRICES, MCDONALD'S 

AND MURDER HORNETS

pletely different note 
I have two words for 
you -- "Murder Hor-
nets." Say what? Yes, 
my worst nightmare 
has come true. Darn 
you, Asia. Don't worry 
Chelsea people, those 
nasty things won't 
bother anyone in this 
town. Why, you ask? 
Because I'm a "wasp/
hornet" magnet. There 
truly is only one thing 
that makes me shriek 
and cower like a little 
child in a corner and 
that's an aggressive, 
loud-buzzing, unpre-
dictable wasp/hornet. 
I would leave Usain 
Bolt in my dust if I en-
countered one of those 
winged monsters. 

So, of course, 

for the longest time, 
wasps/hornets would 
randomly show up 
unannounced in my 
house. Even in winter, 
I'd be startled awake 
to the deep-throated, 
loud, buzzing sound 
of an angry wasp/hor-
net smashing into win-
dows and ceilings all 
throughout my house. 

How they entered 
my house all those 
years (I changed my 
locks multiple times), 
I'll never know. So 
anyhow, don't worry 
Chelsea residents, I'm 
already in the "Mur-
der Hornets'" cross 
hairs. They're current-
ly all sharpening their 
stingers in anticipa-
tion of their arrival to 

my house. You're all 
safe from their wrath. 
I guarantee you, there's 
already a "Wanted 
Poster" with my ugly 
mug plastered across 
it haphazardly thumb-
tacked to the walls of 
multiple underground 
lairs forming through-
out the Pacific North-
west right now.

I'm building my 
bunker as we speak. 

Wait, bunker's 
are normally under-
ground, right? Don't 
the "Murder Hornets" 
nest underground?

Why did I do that? 
Welp, it was nice 

knowing y'all.
Day 53 of quaran-

tine. 
I gone...

The "Murder Hornet" has recently been spotted in the Pacific Northwest. 



Page 11Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian May 8, 2020    

Life throws a lot 
of unexpected things 
to those who are not 
always prepared for 
them. It seems some 
things are good for 
the people and some 
things you have to 
shake your head and 
just wonder what is 
happening.

This is a hard time 
for older people as 
well as 2020 Chelsea 
seniors.

Death is a hard 
thing to handle, but 
so is missing out on 
some of the best mo-

Better Luck 
Next Time

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

ments of your life.
Graduation and 

Prom are very big 
deals. 

This is the first 
time this has ever 
happened in the his-
tory of the world.

It seems that the 
Class of 2020 has 
had some very rough 
bumps in the road. No 
sports since March. 

The Winter Sports 
never got to finish. 
Spring Sports never 
got started.

Who knows, may-
be they will learn and 
become stronger for 
this.

Congrats to all 
the graduates who are 
going to further their 
education. Kudos to 
those playing sports.

The senior Chel-
sea Bulldogs are a 
special group who 
deserve to be recog-

nized.
Life does not 

make things easy and 
no one wants to be 
the first class for this 
to happen.

Stay physically 
fit, keep your mind 
sharp, and remember 
you are all special.

From beginning 
to end, you are all 
heroes. So keep your 
head high, be glad 
for all of the   teach-
ers, coaches, and ad-
ministrators you have 
had. They helped 
build and shape your 
lives.

Practice social 
distancing, use your 
smart attitudes and 
common sense.

Stay safe and be 
the best person you 
can be.

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Compa-

ny will be conducting 
a series of short in-
terviews with Chel-
sea Residents for 52 
weeks, bringing to 
light differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these weekly 
interviews or perhaps 
it will be YOU! Stay 
tuned and follow us 
each week – we now 
introduce you to Mr. 
Todd Kauranen.

What is your pro-
fession and for how 
long?  Industrial De-
sign.

When did you 
move to Chelsea? 
Where did you live 
prior to this? My wife 
and I moved here in 
March of 1997.  We 
lived in a small pop 
up camper inside a 
barn while we were 
building our first 
home. Before this we 
rented a 25 foot by 25 
foot house for the first 
five years of our mar-
riage in order to save 
our money to buy 
the land for our new 
home. 

What do you love 
about where you 
currently live?  I love 
living rurally because 
we are free from most 
of the distractions of 
the world. Our prop-
erty allows for many 
genuine honest tasks 
that are therapeutic 
in nature, such as har-
vesting all our own 
firewood, gardening, 
raising chickens and 
hunting game.

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? Italy.

What three 
words describe your 
style?  Innovative, 
Analytical, Noncon-
formist

As you think 
about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have in-
corporated some of 
them in your own 
home? I grew up in 
the 70’s in Hartland 
MI. The small home-
town community is 
probably the biggest 
common denomina-
tor.

Who most influ-
enced your design 
styles? I think what 
has most influenced 
my design styles come 
from heroes in the 
movies I like, culture 
and real life. The attri-
butes that I admire in 
these influences trick-
le into my choices in 

All photos submitted by Todd Kauranen

fashion, art, products 
etc.

What are you 
most inspired by in 
your design/decor?

1. Nature: Tex-
tures.

2. Travel: Rich 
colors and patinas.

3. History: 1920’s 
through early 1940’s 
Cars, Fashion, the 
Italian futurists.

4. Urban Culture: 
BANSKY, raw indus-
trial.

5. Other: Subtle 
tension with superb 
proportions.

When entering 
your home, how do 
you want it to feel? 
I want it to feel like a 
refuge from the world 
that exemplifies who 
we are as a family.

What is one trend 
in design you do 
NOT like?  Trends 
themselves, carve 
your own path!

Have you stayed 
true to a design style 
throughout the years, 
or have you fluctu-
ated in your tastes? 
We have stayed fairly 
steady and really only 
have changed colors.

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use? Please give 
any explanation as 
well: The kitchen / It 
is where the food is!

Is there any de-
sign choice you re-
gret when you built 
your home? I would 
like to replace the 
wrap around porch 
ceiling with a wood 
ceiling and install 
some fans.

If you are a pet 
owner, has that in-
fluenced your choic-
es in design? We do 
have animals, but I 
haven’t made deci-
sions based on them. 
My only annoyance is 
that our dog lets him-
self out and I would 
like to have a met-
al plate around the 

door handle as it is all 
scratched up.

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
pick one item from 
your home to keep, 
which would it be 
and why?  I would 
pick the cherry cab-
inet I made for my 
wife to put in our foy-
er, because I wouldn’t 
want to build it again. 

 If you were given 
$1,000 to buy a new 
piece of art, what 
would it be?   More 
than likely a modern 
abstract with bold 
lines and colors.

No room is com-
plete without:  good 
lighting.

I tend to be- a 
minimalist by nature.

What are you 
currently doing to 
pass the time during 
the COVID-19 State 
shutdown? Getting 
ready for the growing 
season and the com-
ing winter.

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie: Pursuit of 
Happiness.

Historical Place 
You Have Visited:  
Tivoli, in Italy.

Scent: Basi.
Season: Fall.
Song, Artist or 

style of Music: Haus-
er.

Food: Italian.
Bucket List Trav-

el Destination: Fin-
land.

Museum: The 
Louvre.

Item on a book-
shelf: Miniature Ra-
dio Flyer Wagon.

Color: Black.
Design Style: 

Clean and Dark.
Hobbies: Land 

management.
Tree or plant: I 

prefer hickory for its 
strength. 

Pets?:  Dog per-
son all the way. We 
do have cats but they 

are not allowed in the 
house.

Kitty’s note:  I met 
Todd (and his wife) 
a long time ago – 
around 16 years ago 
at church. Todd has 
a creative talent that 
never stops – from 
furniture design and 
build, to product de-

Staircase designed and built by Todd

sign/create and sell, 
pieces of artwork to 
woodworking (see the 
stair case photo that 
he designed and built 
for his home). Our 
boys have become the 
best of friends.  Todd 
inspired my son to 
raise chickens, and 
taught my boys on 

occasion, when they 
were visiting, various 
drawing techniques. 
There was always 
learning through life, 
happening at the Kau-
ranen Homestead. 
I also have enjoyed 
their home and their 
style.  It is beautifully 
REAL. 

Kauranen Homstead


