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CHELSEA GIRLS TRACK 
& FIELD WINS SEC 

WHITE DIVISION TITLE

Landslide victory for S’Mores 
Kentucky Bourbon

UGLY DOG DISTILLERY WINS 
BEST IN CLASS, DOUBLE GOLD IN 

WORLD SPIRITS COMPETITION

From: Rick Wyble
Ugly Dog Distill-

ery crafts a portfolio 
of adventuresome spir-
its, and judges from 
around the world are 
taking notice. At the 
2021 San Francisco 
World Spirits Compe-
tition (SFWSC) Ugly 
Dog S’Mores Kentucky 
Bourbon won both a 
Best in Class and the 
double gold medal in 
the Flavored Whisky 

category.
The only Michigan 

distillery to win Best 
in Class and double 
gold medals for a sin-
gle product, SFWSC 
double gold medals go 
to spirits that receive 
unanimous gold med-
als from every member 
of the judging pan-
el. Best of Class is the 
finest example of each 
spirit type. This medal 

Business Spotlight: 
The Collins Off Main

The Collins Off Main is 
located at 120 W. Middle 

Street.

Pictured is Amy Grace Collins and her family: 
Doug, Tyler & Charlie Grace Collins. 

Photos By: Michelle Lippert and Kelsey Crews.

Story and a photo on page 10
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From: D&B Strate-
gic Marketing

Ballet Chelsea is 
thrilled to be offering 
in-studio classes for 
their 2021 summer 
program. The sum-
mer dance programs 

Ballet Chelsea 
Summer Program 2021!

provide a tremendous 
experience and op-
portunity to explore 
movements of all 
kinds while honing 
dance techniques. 

Their unique pro-
grams allow dancers 

to immerse them-
selves in a profession-
al training environ-
ment using creativity 
and imagination to 
develop and enhance 
their passion for 
dance. Registration 

begins June 7. The 
summer program in-
cludes: 
• Ages 4-5 | June 22-
24
Princess & Prince 
Camp
• Ages 8-12 | July 
26-30
Intermediate Ballet 
Intensive
• Ages 6-7 | June 29 - 
July 1
Under The Sea Camp
• Ages 13+ | July 26-
30
Advanced Perfor-
mance Intensive
• Ages 3+ | June 21-
July 2 & 
July 12-July 23
2 -week Mini Class 
Sessions
• Ages 8-10+ | Aug 
2-20
3 - one week sessions 

To learn more 
about the classes click 
on the link to their 

summer schedule. 
Ballet Chelsea’s 

continued empha-
sis on excellence 
in building strong 
minds and healthy 
bodies supports 
dance education in 
the broadest sense 
possible. “We help 
students build valu-
able life skills through 
high-caliber dance 
training while pro-
viding healthy living 
through movement 
and music”, shared 
Wendi DuBois, Ar-
tistic Director. Bal-
let Chelsea can meet 
your needs in their 
spacious studios, 
whether seeking adult 
fitness classes, devel-
opmentally stimulat-
ing early childhood 
classes, high-energy 
jazz curriculum, or 
professional level bal-
let training.

Ballet Chelsea will 
be finishing their 2021 
performance season 
with a new rendition 
of Sleeping Beauty 
that celebrates resil-
iency. The production 
will be held in-person 
at Robin Hills Farm 
on May 23 with two 
performances at 1 pm 

and 4 pm.  Through-
out the past year, Bal-
let Chelsea has kept 
the arts viable. “Our 
students continue to 
train, learning to im-
merse themselves in 
different experienc-
es.” shared Jean Del-
wiche, Studio Man-
ager.  “The past year 
has sustained our be-
lief that the arts have 
the power to bring 
light and life while 
strengthening bonds 
within our commu-
nities.” To learn more 
and purchase tickets, 
click on this link.  

Ballet Chelsea will 
be holding an in-per-
son Year-End Cele-
bration at the Chel-
sea Fairgrounds. This 
recital will recognize 
dancers’ hard work 
during this past year! 
We hope you will 
join us on Saturday, 
June 12, 2021, to cel-
ebrate your dancer’s 
achievements! This 
event is limited to 
Ballet Chelsea Danc-
ers and their immedi-
ate friends and fam-
ilies. To learn more, 
click on this link.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
is a globally recognized 
indicator of exception-
al quality and crafts-
manship.

“Winning these 
medals helps confirm 
our reputation as one 

Landslide victory for S’Mores Kentucky Bourbon

UGLY DOG DISTILLERY WINS BEST 
IN CLASS, DOUBLE GOLD IN WORLD 

SPIRITS COMPETITION
of the most innova-
tive craft distilleries in 
the United States,” said 
Ugly Dog Distillery 
CEO David Salmon. 
“We created our S’mo-
res Kentucky Bourbon 
to capture two icon-

ic American flavors 
in one bottle. Just in 
time for summer, our 
bourbon blends with 
the flavors of a fireside 
S’More: rich chocolate, 
smooth vanilla, gra-
ham cracker and a hint 

of smoky campfire.”
No stranger to win-

ning San Francisco 
hardware, Ugly Dog 
Head Distiller Rick 
Wyble has won Gold, 
Silver and Bronze med-
als in past competitions 
for his previous work 
in developing craft 
bourbon and gin.  

Ugly Dog S’Mores 
Bourbon is currently 
available in Michigan, 
California, Florida, 
Georgia, Indiana, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Mary-
land, D.C., Missouri, 
New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Wisconsin, 
and Alberta, Canada.

The 2021 SFWSC 
saw a 20% increase 
over the 2020 compe-
tition, with 3,800 en-
trants this year. Rough-
ly 40% of the entrants 
were from the United 
States, with the balance 
of 60% from around 
the world. Founded in 
2000, the SFWSC is a 
premiere tasting com-

petition, providing 
equal consideration of 
each entry. All spirits 
are tasted over four 
days, through con-
trolled blind tastings 
by experienced judg-
ing panels. For more 
information on the 
SFWSC, visit https://
www.sfspiritscomp.
com/.

ABOUT UGLY 
DOG: Established in 
2009, Ugly Dog Dis-
tillery is one of Michi-
gan's oldest distilleries. 
Known for award-win-
ning flavored bourbon, 

their Chelsea Tasting 
Room features a wide 
array of hand-crafted 
spirits, including vod-
kas, gin, and a series of 
bourbons. Ugly Dog is 
also the home of the ul-
tra-premium Distiller’s 
Cache brand of bour-
bon mash whiskies. 
Named after Ruger, our 
adorably "ugly" Ger-
man Wirehaired Point-
er, Ugly Dog Distillery 
shares their namesake's 
love of outdoors and 
adventure. More 
at http://uglydogdistill-
ery.com
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Prior to the city 
council meeting,  the 
Council interviewed 
the police audit firms 
at 6 pm.   Each firm was 
provided a set of stan-
dard questions. 

Bobcat Training 
and Consulting started.  
Bob Stewart started the 
meeting by introducing 
his firm.  He explained 
the steering post he will 
use for standards. He 
will use the Commis-
sion on  accreditation 
for Law Enforcement. 
Ypsilanti has that ac-
creditation. He wants 
to see whether policy is 
trained on and carried 
out by supervisors and 
whether it’s disciplined. 
Police discretion for his 
firm, is defined by what 
policies are enforced 
and carried out and are 
not. He noted that ev-
ery member of his team 
has managed a force 
the size of Chelsea,  or 
they have performed 
an audit on an agency 
the size of Chelsea.  The 
council had the oppor-
tunity to ask questions 
that needed clarity. 

Rob Davis spoke 
next from Hillard Hein-
tze.   He introduced 
several members of the 
team with a variety of 
experiences.  His firm 
looks at policy and pro-
cedures from a variety 
of places. His firm has 
actually helped write 
the Law Enforcement 
Best Practices manual. 
One of the people pre-
senting is currently an 
officer in a small town. 

Mcgrath Consult-
ing was the third firm.  
Ron Mosier introduced 
the company. Ron an-
swered the questions 
for Mcgrath Consult-
ing.   He spoke about 
interviewing a cross 
section of stakeholders  
and using a structured 
interview format.  The 
answers could then 
be turned into useful 
data.   He stated that his 
company has worked 
and performed this job 
multiple times for this 
size of community.  

The council moved 
directly into the meet-
ing at 7:08 pm. The 
council approved the 
consent agenda. The 
regular agenda was ap-
proved next.  

Public comment 
was next on the agen-
da. David Bloom spoke 
next and thanked coun-
cil member Feeney for 
his apology.  He not-
ed the media release 
from Chief Toth did 
not speak for the peo-
ple of Chelsea.   David 
feels the police audit is 
a delay tactic.  He stat-
ed that Chelsea needs a 
citizen oversight board 
with teeth.  

Julianne Chard 

Chelsea City 
Council Meeting: 
Monday May 17

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

spoke next on the util-
ity rates.  She requested 
that water and sewer 
debt obligations be for-
given with Covid re-
lief funds.  She noted 
that water and sewer 
is essential.    She also 
requested that Chelsea 
has a plan for infra-
structure and upgrades 
so there are no surpris-
es in the future. 

Anthony Shake-
shaft spoke next.  He 
announced that Chel-
sea’s pride march and 
picnic will be on June 
5th.  It is being hosted 
by a church but he not-
ed that it is not just for 
Christians. Every Faith 
or no Faith, you are 
welcome.  It is the ulti-
mate nondiscriminato-
ry event.   He noted that 
250 anti LGBTQ bills 
have been started and 
several have passed. 
Anthony discussed the 
high suicide rates for 
LGBTQ youth and why 
it’s important to sup-
port the community. 
He came up with an  
idea, “shop, local. Local, 
pride.”  He gave a list of 
pride friendly business-
es. If any other business 
wants a flier, contact 
Anthony Shakeshaff.  
He’s struggling to find 
local organizations to 
donate money to.  He 
currently donates to 
a Detroit and nation-
al organization.  If you 
have an organization 
locally, he’d love to hear 
about it.

Theresa Plank 
spoke next.  Theresa 
thanked Anthony for 
his work and support 
of young people in the 
community.  Any of the 
youth targeted in the 
police situation identi-
fy with a marginalized 
community. She also 
noted the high suicide 
rate in the community. 

Diane Kyte spoke 
about the audit can-
didates.  She does not 
like the idea of asking 
vocal people. To speak 
and refer like minded 
people.  She wants to 
be certain that the less 
vocal people and the 
people that do not feel 
comfortable speaking 
in public are heard.  She 
stated that some peo-
ple might fear speaking 
out. She feels some peo-
ple speak in a way that 
feels threatening.   

Joanne Ladio spoke 
on behalf of the Human 
Rights Commission.  
The Michigan Depart-
ment on Civil Rights 
has training this week.  
The Chamber of Com-
merce is offering diver-
sity equity and inclu-
sion to local businesses.  
The Human Rights 
Commission would 
like to recognize the 
Chamber for the work 
it is doing on Human 
Rights.  

Chelsea public 
hearing on utility rates 
was next.  John Hani-
fan gave an overview.  
No increases proposed.  
He then addressed the 
questions provided in 
public comment.  He 
is waiting for the clear 
guidance on the relief 
funds.  The city does 
currently have a budget 
for repairs and capital 
improvements. The in-
formation is online and 
a part of the packet for 
the evening.  How long 
has it been since there’s 
been a rate increase was 
asked and answered:  
it’s been about 5 years.  
The rate history is in-
cluded in the evening's 
packet.  

The second hear-
ing is on the 2021-2022 
budget millage and 
rates.  A lot of positive 
things are happening 
and moving forward.  A 
steady and healthy in-
crease in general funds.  
The overall mileage rate 
has not been raised in 
14 years. There is a very 
significant reduction 
in pension expenses.  
There is no change in 
the proposed millage 
rates.  Mr. Bloom spoke 
during public com-
ment.  He thanked Mr. 
Hanifan for his hard 
work on the budget.  He 
asked how facial recog-
nition, cameras, and 
any item that exceeds a 
line item is funded.  Mr. 
Hanifan stated they do 
not have carte blanche 
for equipment.  He not-
ed that last year the city 
attorney went way over 
budget and wanted to 
know how that was ap-
proved.  Mr. Hanifan 
explained that it would 
have to be approved by 
the council. Joanne La-
dio asked what the per-
centage is for the police 
department.  The gen-
eral fund is four mil-
lion.  The total budget 
for the police depart-
ment is about two mil-
lion. All of the informa-
tion is available on the 
city website.  Bill Rud-
dock spoke next. He 
thanked Mr. Hanifan 
for his hard work.  He 
wanted to know how 
our budget compares 
to local municipalities 
that are similar sizes.  
Mr. Hanifan stated that 
the services are pro-
foundly different.  He 
stated that Dexter pays 
significantly less but the 
services are very dif-
ferent.  Theresa Plank 
asked who is responsi-
ble to bring the budget 
overage to the council?  
He stated if you hire an 
engineer or an attorney 
to do a job, you hire the 
person to complete the 
job, even if it goes over 
budget.  Bill Ruddock 
would like to know how 
much more Chelsea is 
paying for their police 

department.  He’d like 
to know what the com-
munity is getting for 
the extra money.  

It was time to deter-
mine the firm utilized 
for a police audit.  Jane 
Pacheco spoke about 
the things that stood out 
from the Hillard Heinz-
te Firm. She stated that 
her recommendation 
would be that particu-
lar firm. The mayor did 
note that this conver-
sation started with the 
policing of people of 
color and there is a firm 
led by a person of color 
and should be some-
thing for the council to 
consider. Cheri Albet-
son stated she would 
prefer Bobcat because 
there is an absence of 
people of color doing 
the work for the other 
groups.  She’s worried 
that a group that does 
not experience the bias 
that's attempting to be 
addressed, might not be 
able to  perceive a bias.  
Mr. Feeney also sup-
ports Bobcat.  Ms. Kwas 
was blown away by Hil-
lard Heintze.  Coun-
cilmember Kwas noted 
that she would be hap-
py with any of the three 
firms and that they all 
seemed very qualified. 
Councilwoman Alb-
ertson stated her big 
worry is what if the 
findings are benign and 
more benign than the 
community anticipates.  
If we hire white firms 
the findings may not 
be trusted.   Mr. Wise-
ly stated he’s voting no 
on all three because 
he does not believe in 

this at all.  Jane Pache-
co motioned for Hil-
lard-Heintz to conduct 
the audit. The motion 
did not pass.  Council-
woman Albertson mo-
tioned to approve Bob-
cat. The motion passed 
with one no.  

Community cen-
ter task force appoint-
ment was next on the 
agenda.  City Council 
member Cheri Albert-
son submitted her ap-
plication. The mayor is 
happy that she applied 
given her background 
in youth and youth 
mental health.  The 
appointment passed 
unanimously.   There 
is still an opening for a 
nonprofit position.  

The second reading 
of the zoning ordinance 
181 and the adoption of 
the ordinance map was 
next.  The motion to 
repeal the current ordi-
nance and adopt the or-
dinance 181 was made.  
The motion passed.  
Next the adoption of 
the zoning map was 
discussed. A motion to 
repeal the map from 
the current ordinance 
and adopt the map 
from zoning ordinance 
181 passed. 

Transfer of road 
certification for Old 
US 12 the entire length 
within the city lim-
its from Washtenaw 
county to the City of 
Chelsea was next. If it 
gets passed tonight it 
would go before Washt-
enaw County and from 
there to MDOT.   If the 
transfer goes through 
it opens up funding for 

the city. John Hanifan 
answered questions for 
the council. The motion 
to transfer road certi-
fication for Old US 12 
passed.

Human Rights 
Commission change of 
bi-laws was discussed. 
7.6; about the wording 
to add Chair and or 
staff liaison.  7.12; pub-
lic comment at the be-
ginning.  They wanted 
to add at the beginning 
and end.  The standing 
agenda would need to 
change as well.  11.4;  
city council shall des-
ignate one member to 
stand as the liaison.  A 
motion was made to ac-
cept the changes  Coun-
cilwoman Kwas won-
dered if there should 
be an alternate added. 
The Mayor believes that 
should be up to coun-
cil and not the bi-laws 
of the Human Rights 
Commission. Coun-
cilmember Albertson 
thought the wording 
of 7.6 was concerning.  
The Mayor clarified the 
confusion. The motion 
passed. 

Small urban 2021 
project and MDOT res-
olution was next.  Two 
actions need to be done.  
The first is to award the 
bid.  Most of the money 
is through federal dol-
lars and MDOT.  The 
first motion passed.  
The second part of the 
motion to adopt the at-
tached resolution with 
MDOT was passed.  

Next it was time to 
hear staff reports.  Dark 
Skies will be giving 
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Disclaimer: All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM 
employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2016 or newer GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will 
qualify. Prices are good through 5/31/2021. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 
5/31/2021.  See dealer for more details.

©2021 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2021 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$419/ 36/ $3,495
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18269

2021 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$389/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18224

2021 XT5 AWD
LUXURY

$349/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18240

2021 CT4 PREMIUM 
LUXURY

$349 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18204

2021 CT5

$429 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. #K18088
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
VACATIONS, HEMINGWAY, OLD 

SOCKS AND FACEBOOK

CHELSEA GIRLS TRACK & FIELD 
WINS SEC WHITE DIVISION TITLE

By Loren Thorburn
The Chelsea Girls 

Track & Field Team 
won the SEC White 
Division title by plac-
ing 2nd at the SEC 
White Divisional 
Championship meet 
on Friday, 5/14, with 
136 points and going 
6-0 in dual meets. In 
the SEC White Divi-
sional Championship 
meet, Chelsea had 
eight All-Conference 
performances, which 
included: Morgan 
Majeske placing 2nd 
in the shot put (33’ 8”) 
and 3rd in the discus 
throw (87’ 5”), Makay-
la Kagerreis winning 
the long jump with a 

jump of 15’ 0”, Molly 
Mannor winning the 
100m hurdles with a 
time of 16.73 seconds, 
Carly Grabarczyk plac-
ing third in the 100m 
dash with a time of 
13.01 seconds, Tril-
ian Krug placing 2nd 
1600m run (5:27.54) 
and 3rd in the 3200m 
run (12:09), and Ri-
ley Thorburn placing 
3rd in the 800m run 
(2:28.31).

Also, many other 
individuals stepped up 
to help the team secure 
the SEC Conference 
Championship. Ava 
Woodard threw a per-
sonal record in the shot 
put (29’ 8”) placing 6th 

in the event and placed 
6th i n the discus throw 
(75’ 10”). Anna King 
PRed in the high j ump 
with a height of 4’ 8” 
which tied her for 4th 
place. Madeline Col-
lins placed 8th in the 
high jump (4’ 4”) and 
also placed 7th i n the 
long j ump (13’ 0.5”) 
in her debut in the 
event. Breanne Black 
tied for 6th in the pole 
vault (9’ 0”). Also, the 
100m-hurdle squad 
gained many points in 
the event. Specifical-
ly, Kendra Patterson 
placed 4th (17.56), 
Brooke Matusik 
placed 5th (17.69), and 
Anna King placed 7th 

(17.97). In the 300m 
hurdles, Molly Man-
nor placed 4th (50.57) 
and Kendra Patterson 
placed 6th (52.31). In 
other distance events, 
Riley Thorburn placed 
4th in a close race in 
the 1600m run (5:28.15 
- a PR) and Kate Gaiser 
earned much needed 
points by placing 5th 
place in the 3200m 
run (12:20). In the 
200m dash, Makay-
la Kegerreis placed 
5th (27.87) and Laney 
Smith placed 8th 
(29.17). In the 400m 
dash, Makyala contin-
ued to run fast in the 
event and placed 4th 
overall (62.11).

Our relays contin-
ued to run well and help 
our team score points 
in big meets. Specif-
ically, we placed 4th 
in 4x800 (Julia Kause, 
Natalie Davies, Ra-
chel Bullock, and Kate 
Gaiser) with a time of 
10:54.82, placed 4th i 
n 4x200m relay (Kasey 
Matusik, Audra Guth-
re, Laney Smith, and 
Breanne Black) with a 
time of 1:54.63, placed 
2nd in 4x100m relay 
(Molly Mannor, Car-
ly Grabarczyk, Laney 
Smith, and Breanne 
Black) with a time of 
52.21, and 3rd in the 
4x400m relay (Makayla 
Kegerreis, Audra Gu-

thre, Kasey Matusik, 
and Riley Thorburn) 
with a time of 4:16.67.

We head to Milan 
High School on Fri-
day, 5/21, for the Re-
gional Meet, which 
determines who will 
go to the Michigan 
High School Athletic 
Association (MHSAA) 
State Meet. We are also 
invited to the Michigan 
Interscholastic Track 
Coaches Association 
(MITCA) D2 Team 
State meet in Fowler-
ville on Friday, May 
28th. Currently, we 
are ranked 2nd in the 
MITCA Power Rank-
ings for D2.

I need a vacation. 
I'm sure I'm not 

the only person out 
there who echoes that 
sentiment. 

It's frustrating and 
a bit tedious being the 
only working fool in 
my friend group and 
throughout my im-
mediate family who 
hasn't had a vacation 
in over a year. I don't 
know what I'm do-
ing wrong. Like me, 
most of my friends 
and family members 
have had to work 
throughout the entire 
pandemic. Unlike me, 
most of my friends 
and family members 
have been able to take 
time off at least once, 
if not twice, in the 
past year. 

I'm so envious. 
As I type this col-

umn, my sister and 
brother-in-law are 
soaking up the sun, 
sand and surf in gor-
geous St. Augustine, 
Florida. Though both 
are hard-working, 
blue-collar-type in-
dividuals who totally 
deserve their vaca-

tion and trip down 
memory lane -- they 
met and fell in love 
in St. Augustine close 
to 30 years ago -- I 
have to admit, I wish 
I was down there with 
them enjoying some 
much-needed "R & 
R." 

But, of course, 
that's not how my 
life is at the moment. 
I'm convinced I'm 
not alone, but my life 
currently consists of 
three things -- work, 
work and, um, let me 
think, oh yeah, work. 
Does it ever end? I 
certainly don't see a 
light at the end of the 

This columnist is tired of seeing everyone's 
vacation photos on Facebook.

Ernest Hemingway's "The Sun Also Rises" 
takes place partly in the beautiful city of Paris.

proverbial tunnel. In 
fact, it's quite the op-
posite. Sadly, the train 
I'm currently on has 
completely stopped in 
its tracks in the dark 
tunnel and has just 
lurched backward as 
I type this sentence. 
As the legend himself 
Bruce Springsteen so 
eloquently sung many 
years ago, "One step 
up, two steps back..." 
It's one of my favorite 
songs and perfectly 
sums up my existence 
at the moment. 

And, my good-
ness, Facebook and 
all the other online 
self-absorbing sites 

certainly don't help 
as I struggle with the 
daily grind of my cur-
rent situation. If I see 
one more photo of an 
ex-girlfriend's fresh-
ly painted pointed 
toes stretched out on 
some chaise lounge on 
some glorious, sun-
soaked, sandy beach 
with crystal-clear blue 
ocean in the back-
ground and the tag 
line -- "Ahhhh, it's five 
o'clock somewhere, 
cheers!" -- I think I'm 
going to puke. Or if I 
see another selfie of 
one of my old college 
buddies hiking Bryce 
Canyon National 
Park (or any national 
park for that matter) 
with "the fam" and 
the hashtag -- #IN-
EEDTHIS (or some 
other cringe-worthy 
and annoying slogan) 
-- I think next time I 
see them I'm going 
to shove their phone 
up their... oops, sor-
ry, those are inner 
thoughts, my bad. 

Anyhow, I guess I 
shouldn't be so jeal-
ous. Even if I took 
a vacation, where 
would I go? I'm still 
a few hundred stimu-
lus checks away from 
affording that "see 
Paris at night" trip. 
I'm currently reading 
Ernest Hemingway's 
"The Sun Also Rises" 
and so far the entire 
story takes place in 
Paris. Hemingway 
makes Paris sound so 

delightful and alive, 
at all hours of the 
day and night. As op-
posed to Hemingway 
taking his Lady Ash-
ley (his great love in 
this book) to swanky 
bars and outdoor ca-
fes all over Paris, the 
best I could do at the 
moment is take my 
"Lady" to Denny's (I 
love their biscuits) 
down the street and 
then pizza at the cor-
ner Speedway (it's not 
your father's gas sta-
tion pizza, ya know). 

I actually have a 
week off coming up 
soon. I know, how'd 
that happen? Ssssh-
hhh, don't say any-
thing, I think my boss 
has yet to realize his 
right hand man will 
be off duty, unavail-
able, missing and gone 
in a few weeks. I'm 
thinking of splurg-
ing and going some-
where exotic, some 
place fun, like Hem-
ingway taking the bull 
by its horns and just 
throwing caution to 
the wind. Yeah, that 
won't be happening. 
Unlike Hemingway, I 
have a house to attend 
to. I have shutters to 

put up, lava rock to 
lay down, bushes to 
plant and Quikrete to 
fill in the cracks of my 
driveway. 

No, sadly I'm quite 
sure my upcoming 
"vacation" will consist 
of me working out-
doors during the day 
and then taking that 
"exotic" journey into 
my recliner at night. 
I hear there are cable 
channels that have 
photos of the sea and 
the sounds of the 
ocean. Maybe I can 
move my recliner, in 
the lounging position, 
to the front of the 
TV, channel surf to a 
beautiful sunny still 
photo of the ocean on 
my screen, cross my 
feet at the ankles, my 
big toe sticking out 
of a hole in my dirty 
socks, take a photo, 
post it to Facebook 
with the caption -- 
"Ahhhh, I have no 
life, buuurrrppp, good 
night." Hashtag -- 
#IMTIRED.

I need a vacation. 
I need new socks.
One step up, two 

steps back. 
I need to get off 

Facebook...
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS TRACK AND 

FIELD

Lacrosse team 
falls twice.  Chelsea 
lost  to AA Pioneer 
12-3. The Bulldogs 
goals were by  Cam 

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
LACROSSE

TOUGH WEEK 
FOR CHELSEA
By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Weatherwax-1,  Logan 
Vaughn-1 and  Mitch 
Sumner-1.
Harrison Lantis had 
20 saves.
Chelsea lost to Tecum-
seh 15-4. 

Goals by:
Cam Weatherwax-1.
Mitch Sumner-3.
Harrison Lantis had 
23 saves.

From head coach 
Eric Swager: “Once 
again, we finished the 
SEC season very suc-
cessfully.     Being 2021 
runner-up is a good 
accomplishment for 
this squad.  Pinckney is 
loaded, and nobody was 
beating them this year, 
but we managed to stay 
close enough to make 
them a bit nervous.  I 
always like watching a 
nervous pirate......kinda 

fun.”
“We had two indi-

vidual league Champi-
ons - Aiden McGuire 
in the Discus, and Will 
Barhite in a thrilling 300 
hurdle race.   Both guys 
have progressed quite 
a bit and deserve the 
honor!  Other all- SEC 
guys are Ryan Scott in 
both throws, Dom Gu-
thre in the PV, Brandon 
Snyder in the LJ, Will 
in the 110 Hurdles, and 

Connell Alford in the 
3200 Run.  Many oth-
er guys scored points 
and helped us to a very 
strong showing.

We now head down 
to the Regional Cham-
pionship this Friday at 
Milan.   If we continue 
to improve, we hope 
to have a good chunk 
of guys advance to the 
state finals in 3 weeks.”

a presentation to the 
DDA at the next meet-
ing. 

The police report 
was presented by Chief 
Toth. The body cam-
eras showed up early, 
today and the police 
department is going to 
test them.  He wants 
to clarify what he has 
stated about demon-
strations in the street.  
If you don’t notify the 
police, there will not be 
enough staff to protect 
people.  The police will 
protect you as long as 
they are aware of the 
demonstration and can 
be properly staffed.   If 
you don’t notify the po-

Chelsea City Council 
Meeting: Monday 

May 17
lice it is an at your own 
risk situation.  

Councilmembers 
gave their reports.  
Foam recycle week-
end June the 4th-6th. 
On old Manchester 
Rd.  Dark Container, a 
company out of Mason, 
will take the styrofoam. 
It can repurpose styro-
foam in the containers 
the company produces.   

Ms. Kwas spoke 
about Parklets and the 
current premium for 
parking spaces.  Par-
klets have been deliv-
ered.   It was noted that 
the parklets did come 
from grant money, not 
an added expense for 
the city.  The regional 

transit authority will be 
updating the master-
plan.  Chelsea is trying 
to be on the map for re-
gional rail. The Mayor 
stated starting this June 
keep your eyes open for 
activities though com-
munity parks.  There 
are bills that will re-
move local control on 
local mining.  She en-
couraged anyone with 
an opinion, to make 
your voice heard.  She 
noted local control over 
short term rentals is an 
issue pending at the 
state level.  Make your 
voices heard on both 
issues if you have an 
opinion.

 ➢ continued from page 5

CHELSEA VARSITY 
BASEBALL

BULLDOGS TRACK 
SEASON A SUCCESS

Brendan Westcott gets safely back 
to first. Photos By Pam Kemp

CHS Varsity Base-
ball Results:

Saturday 
Lost to Northville 5-4 
Beat Novi 16-1

This week beat 
Jackson all 3 times: 
15-0, 16-3, 15-0

Bulldogs are 20-8 
and play Jackson 

Northwest home on 
Saturday for a double-
header.

Joe Taylor (4) rips a triple.
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By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

There is a new, mod-
ern, unique event venue 
in the heart of Chelsea. 
The Collins Off Main is 
located in a historical 
building in Chelsea and 
offers cutting edge de-
signs and trends. Read 
on to learn more about 
The Collins Off Main 
and more about owner 
Amy Grace Collins.

Chelsea Guardian: 
Provide some back-
ground information on 
The Collins Off Main, 
how long you have been 
in business, where did 
the idea come from for 
The Collins?

Amy Grace Collins: 
I started in the wedding 
and events industry 19 
years ago.  For the last 
15 years, I’ve been based 
in California on the 
Central Coast in Santa 
Barbara and San Luis 
Obispo.  As an event 
designer, my look and 
feel is formed around 
white, green and bright 
palettes.  When we de-
cided to make the move 
to Michigan, I struggled 
to find my place as a 
designer. I would pitch 
my CA design ideas to 
brides here and while 
they loved them, it 
was either too hard to 
source products to fit 
my vision, or I couldn’t 
find many spaces I 
could emphatically 
recommend.  My hus-
band pushed me to fi-
nally pursue my dream 
of owning a wedding 
venue and to physically 
bring to life my ideas 
and vision. We just 
opened our doors in 
April, and we are excit-
ed to host weddings and 
events this year!

CG: Why did you 
choose to open the 
business in Chelsea?

AGC: I looked at 
hundreds of properties 
and looked in various 
cities when I was do-
ing my venue research. 
I found that the Chel-
sea/Dexter area, where 
we had re-located to, 
was perfect for attract-
ing my dream clients.  
I met with John Dunn, 
the owner of my build-
ing, and had a great 
conversation about the 
build out for our space.  
When we came onto the 
old Westside building 
project,  it was down 
to the studs and was 
able to design a space 
that I had in my head 
and make it happen on 
paper with Scott from 
Dangerous Architects.  
Together, we were able 
to create a bright indus-
trial space that is at the 
cutting edge of trends 
and fills a very desired 
niche on the East Side 
of Michigan. 

CG: What is your 
favorite thing about 
owning your own busi-
ness?

AGC: I am an en-
trepreneur at heart and 

Business Spotlight: 
The Collins Off Main

have owned many busi-
nesses over my lifetime.  
I love taking my busi-
nesses creating a mod-
el that brings extreme 
value to our clients. The 
ability to change peo-
ple’s lives is one of the 
greatest gifts I get to ex-
perience in my life. 

CG: What are some 
things you love about 
Chelsea and about hav-
ing a business in Chel-
sea? 

AGC: I mean let’s 
be honest, Chelsea is 
one of the most perfect 
Midwest small towns 
out there!  I continu-
ally joke with my West 
coast friends that I live 
in a Norman Rockwell 
painting and I love ev-
ery second about it.  I 
love that we have a 
Chelsea Mich Face-
book Group of Business 
Owners that help to 
promote our small town 
and bring each-oth-
er business. I love that 
Lakeside Bakery had 
Christmas cookie kits 
for my daughter. I love 
that when I need an 
easel the night before 
a wedding, Mary from 
the Cottage Rabbit  and 
KaTina from Copper 
and Crate has me cov-
ered. It’s a community 
of people who give.  We 
give more and in re-
turn receive dividends 
that I could have only 
imagined in my wildest 
dreams.  In fact, today I 
found out that we need 
to move a photoshoot 
up by a whole day and 
my highball cocktail 
glasses won’t arrive in 
time and so I reach out 
to Ugly Dog and within 
hours, have me covered.  
That’s Chelsea. We have 
each other’s back and 
that’s why I love having 
a business here. 

CG: What are some 
characteristics that set 
you apart from similar 
businesses in surround-
ing areas? Special ser-
vices you offer, etc. 

AGC: We truly try 
to make our booking 
process simple.  We are 
transparent about our 
pricing, available dates 
and our rules. 90% of 
our couples and cli-
ents comment on tours 

how we are refreshingly 
open and easy to obtain 
information from.   We 
also include so many 
components and up-
grades in our pricing to 
help brides save thou-
sands. We’ve also de-
signed our entire build-
ing with our vendors in 
mind. They are our re-
peat customers. If ven-
dors love our space, our 
clients are well taken 
care of and happy. We 
are continually told that 
we are the Disneyland 
for Vendors and I’m so 
proud of that. 

CG: Any other spe-
cial facts or informa-
tion you would like the 
Chelsea community to 
know (are you involved 
in any community proj-
ects, fundraisers, etc)?

AGC: We love giv-
ing back.  A percentage 
of our profits go to Vow 
for Girls, a non-profit 
that helps to end child 
marriage because we 
believe that every girl 
should choose if and 
when she marries. 

I’m a proud mem-
ber of the Junior League 
of Ann Arbor and we 
are excited to host 
Women in Leadership 
here in October. Addi-
tionally, we are also ex-
cited to move towards 
our local fun commu-
nity engagements with 
local fundraisers and 
also opening our out-
door lawn to the local 
community for movies 
on the lawn and soon 
will be announcing 
with some of our part-
ners a local cornhole 
league!  We want to 
meet everybody here 
in Chelsea and we can’t 
wait to host you in our 
beautiful space! 

The Collins Off 
Main is located at 120 
W. Middle Street in 
Chelsea. For more in-
formation visit their 
website:  http://www.
thecollins.co/ and their 
Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/
thecol l insof fmain/ , 
or give them a call at: 
(734) 531-7722. Stop 
in and say hi to Amy 
Grace and her family 
and welcome them to 
Chelsea!

 ➢ continued from page 1


