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Photos By Kitty Golding

In the midst of the 
Covid-19 pandem-

Celebrating Chelsea High School 
Graduating Class of 2020

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

ic, the Chelsea High 
School Senior Class 
of 2020 unfortunately 
isn’t going to have the 

opportunity to grad-
uate as normal. Kitty 
Golding owner of Kit-
ty & Company recently 

had the idea to honor 
the graduating class in 
a special way. 

CHELSEA AREA FESTIVALS & EVENTS 
2020 SUMMER SEASON UPDATES

The Chelsea Area 
Festivals & Events 
(CAFE) Committee 

has been carefully con-
sidering the next steps 
for the 2020 summer 

series of events. The 
CAFE Committee has 
been closely following 

the COVID-19 pan-
demic’s impact on our 
 continued on page 7

From Teresa Beegle
During the global 

pandemic, Chelsea State 
Bank was able to assist 
R. M. Wright Compa-
ny to quickly secure 
a Payroll Protection 
Program (PPP) loan to 
help the Company pro-
duce much needed ven-

Local Bank Assists Small 
Business with PPP to Make 

Emergency Ventilators
tilators working with 
neighboring Ford Motor 
Company.

When Chelsea State 
Bank first promoted the 
financial institution as 
the local community 
bank that helps families 
and small businesses to 
dream global and bor-
row local – they never 
imagined it would one 
day apply to a global 
pandemic.

Today, R. M. Wright 
Company, a small busi-
ness operating in Farm-
ington Hills, with 26 

employees, is not only 
dreaming globally, they 
are helping to build ven-
tilators during a global 
pandemic…while se-
curing a loan from their 
community bank. 

R. M. Wright Com-
pany is considered a 
critical infrastructure 
business and therefore 
able to remain open 
during Michigan’s stay-
at-home order and take 
on their largest project 
ever since owning the 
80-year-old company 
 continued on page 8
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in to place food or-
ders with staff. People 
who need emergency 
financial assistance 
are also asked to call.

We have closed 
our clothing room 
and are not accepting 
clothing or household 
donations but are 
still accepting food 
donations when the 
office is open. Leave 
donations outside the 
front doors and call 
to notify staff at 734-
475-3305. If needed, 

receipts can be sent 
later so leave a note 
with contact informa-
tion inside the bag.

FIA will contin-
ue to support our ex-
isting clients and are 
proactively planning 
to meet the needs of 
new clients, as the ef-
fects of the Covid-19 
virus unfold. If you 
need help, FIA pro-
vides confidential 
and compassionate 
services in an atmo-
sphere of respect and 

dignity for those liv-
ing in Dexter, Chel-
sea and surrounding 
communities. Please 
contact us at 734-475-
3305.

We appreciate 
your continued sup-
port and desire to 
assist those in our 
community. Mone-
tary contributions are 
important at this time 
and can be made on-
line at www.faithinac-
tion1.org

Faith in Action postpones Annual 
Fundraiser slated for April 25

Faith in Action 
sincerely appreciates 
the community's on-
going support. We 
take the health and 
safety of our com-
munity seriously and 
have decided the best 
course of action is to 
postpone our Annu-
al Fundraiser Dinner 
and Auction in com-
pliance with Gover-

nor Whitmer's state 
of emergency decla-
ration and the state's 
suspension of gath-
erings. We will assess 
options and commu-
nicate our plan at a 
future date.

We appreci-
ate everyone’s un-
derstanding during 
these extraordinary 
times. FIA continues 
to provide services 
to our community. 
Food Gatherers, our 
primary food pantry 
supplier, is operating 
on a normal delivery 
schedule. We have 

limited our staff to 
those required to pro-
vide essential services. 
Our hours of opera-
tion have changed to 
Monday and Wednes-
day 11-7 and Tuesday 
and Thursday 9-4. 
We are closed Friday 
for restocking and 
sanitizing. The Dex-
ter Pantry has closed 
temporarily and Dex-
ter clients can get food 
at the Chelsea pantry 
with expanded hours.

All food shoppers 
are asked to call Faith 
in Action at 734-475-
3305 before coming 
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The Chelsea School 
District is very proud 
of Chelsea High School 
Principal Mike Kapolka 
as he joins the Board of 
Directors   for MASSP. 
He will be a great as-
set to the organization. 
His involvement on the 
frontlines of the orga-
nization will benefit the 
school district in nu-
merous ways. 

The polls closed 
on Friday for MASSP’s 
2020-21 Board of Di-
rectors election pro-
cess. This year’s group 
of candidates were all 
exceptional adminis-
trators and we want to 
thank them for taking 
the initiative to run for 
a position. We appre-
ciate the support of all 
members who took the 
time to vote for their 
representatives, thank 
you for your engage-
ment. MASSP is proud 
to announce the results 
of the 2020 Board of 
Directors election by 
welcoming new and 
returning Board mem-
bers. 

MASSP’s bylaws al-
low members to serve 
up to (2) three year 
terms and to serve (1) 
additional three year 
term on the Executive 
Board if elected (for a 
total of three terms). 
Any person appointed 
to fill a vacancy on the 

CHS Principal Mike Kapolka 
Joins Board of Directors for 

MASSP
Statement from MASSP (Special Thank You to Julie Helber 

for Providing Information)
Board of Directors for a 
period greater than one 
half of a term shall be 
considered to serve one 
term in that position. 

Election results 
are as follows:

P r e s i d e n t - 
Elect: Nina Davis, Prin-
cipal, L'Anse Creuse 
Middle School - East

Region 8:  Michael 
Kapolka, Principal, 
Chelsea High School

Region 9:  Thomas 
Lietz, Principal, Utica 
High School

Region 11:  Lisa 
Phillips, Principal, Cass 
Technical High School

Region 12: Dr. Lara 
Dixon, Principal, Troy 
Athens High School

Assistant Principal 
East:  Sophia Lafayette, 
Assistant Principal, 
Walled Lake Northern 
High School

Middle Level Cen-
tral: Shawna Grou-

lx, Principal, Anna 
M. Thurston Middle 
School in St. Charles

When Nina Davis, 
MASSP’s new Pres-
ident-Elect, was in-
formed of her new po-
sition she said,”I have 
really enjoyed being a 
member of the MASSP 
Board of Directors and 
strongly believe in the 
great work of the as-
sociation.   It will be 
an honor to serve as 
President and to rep-
resent the amazing 
building level leaders 
in our state." We are 
excited for Nina’s lead-
ership on our executive 
board.  In addition to 
President-Elect Davis 
the Board welcomes 
two additional new 
members: Dr. Lara Dix-
on from Troy Athens 
High School and Mike 
Kapolka from Chelsea 
High School.

John William (Jack) 
Merkel, age 90, died 
Sunday April 19, 2020 
at Silver Maples Retire-
ment Community, in 
Chelsea, MI with fami-
ly present. He was born 
in Chelsea, MI on De-
cember 23, 1929, one of 
four siblings and son of 
Mary Estelle Young and 
Ferdinand W. Merkel.   
Following graduation 
from Chelsea High 
School (class of 1947), 
he studied Business at 
Ferris State University 
and then Philosophy 
and Theology at As-
sumption College (now 
University of Windsor). 

He met the love of 
his life, MaryAnn Ga-
bel, on a blind date in 
Ann Arbor, and they 
were married on Sep-
tember 13, 1952.  Short-
ly thereafter, he was 
called to military ser-
vice in the Korean War, 
where he saw combat 
in the 7th Division as 
a 2nd Lieutenant in-
fantry platoon leader. 
Returning from service 
in 1954, Jack joined his 
father and uncle in busi-
ness at Merkel Brothers 
Hardware Store, and he 

Obituaries 
John William (Jack) Merkel

and MaryAnn built a 
home in Chelsea where 
they raised five sons and 
were active community 
members for the next 
67 years.  

In 1956, Jack’s 
brother and future 
business partner, Bob 
Merkel, joined the busi-
ness.  For 56 years, they 
grew and evolved the 
business into the pres-
ent-day Merkel Furni-
ture and Carpet One 
which is now owned 
and operated by Jack’s 
son and grandson, 
along with Bob’s son.

Jack understood the 
importance of service 
in the community.   He 
served as Village Pres-
ident and as a member 
of the Chelsea Plan-
ning Commission.   His 
service on boards of 
directors included the 
Chelsea Library, Chel-
sea United Way Chelsea 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Chelsea Community 
Hospital, Chelsea State 
Bank, and   Silver Ma-
ples. He and MaryAnn 
were lifelong members 
of St. Mary Church, 
where Jack read at Sun-
day mass for 53 years.

Jack was honored 
with the “Citizen of 
the Year” award for his 
leadership of a Chelsea 
Village Council com-
mittee to upgrade and 
strengthen Chelsea’s 
government from vil-
lage to home rule city, 
a difficult, complicat-
ed, and litigious pro-

cess that lasted over ten 
years. Following this he 
led the committee that 
wrote Chelsea’s home 
rule city charter. 

Jack enjoyed read-
ing, travel, theatre, mu-
sic and loved playing 
bridge. He could often 
be found on the tennis 
courts, golf course, or 
ski slopes all of which 
he enjoyed until late in 
his life. He especially 
enjoyed the many trips 
to the family deer camp 
in the Upper Peninsu-
la of Michigan with his 
brother, sons, grand-
children and friends.

He is survived by 
his sons, John, Tim 
(Anne), Dan (Can-
dace), Matt (Elise), and 
Richard (Christine); 
his grandchildren, Bri-
an, George, Charlie, 
Daniel, Molly, Lauren, 
Lucy, Helen, and To-
mas, and great-grand-
children, Gunnar and 
Baz. He is also survived 
by brothers, Robert 
(Barbara), and Patrick 
(Sandra), sister in-law, 
Jane, and many niec-
es and nephews.   Jack 
was predeceased by his 
wife, MaryAnn, his sis-
ter, Gertrude (Dot), and 
daughter in-law, Sayra.

Visitation and Me-
morial Service will take 
place at a later date. Me-
morial contributions 
may be made to Faith In 
Action and Saint Louis 
Center. Arrangements 
by Staffan-Mitchell Fu-
neral Home, Chelsea.
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Savings in
Chelsea

From Maggie Wise
April 21, 2020 

marks 70 years in busi-
ness for American 1 
Credit Union.

“Our long-stand-
ing history in Jack-
son County allows us 
to continue making 
a lasting impact on 
the community that 
helped make us who 
we are today,” said 
Martha Fuerstenau, 
President/CEO of 
American 1. “Ameri-
can 1 and our Board 
of Directors are dedi-
cated to the members 
we serve, and we look 
forward to another 70 
years of service to our 

American 1 Credit Union 
Celebrates 70 Years

members and commu-
nity with the mission 
of creating financial 
wellness through per-
sonal everyday bank-
ing.”

Founded 1950 in 
Jackson, MI, Ameri-
can 1 first began as the 
Jackson Co-Op Fed-
eral Credit Union, as 
a service provided to 
members of Jackson 
Co-Op Services.  Jack-
son Co-Op Federal 
Credit Union was orig-
inally located at the 
local United Rubber 
Workers Hall 185 on a 
part-time basis, begin-
ning with 47 members 
and three full-time 

employees in its first 
year.

Later the cred-
it union purchased a 
small house on Chap-
in Street in 1951, and 
a vacant church on 
Pearl Street in 1962. 
Needing more office 
space to accommodate 
its growing member-
ship, the credit union 
bought the McCourtie 
dealership on Mich-
igan Ave. in Jackson 
and established our 
current Home Of-
fice location. By 1964, 
Jackson Co-Op Fed-
eral Credit Union had 
acquired over 5,000 
members, and even 

sold “Co-Op appli-
ances” until 1974. The 
credit union soon es-
tablished branches in 
Battle Creek, Hillsdale, 
Lenawee, Washtenaw, 
and Wayne Counties.

In 1987, Jackson 
Co-op Federal Cred-
it Union officially 
changed its name to 
American 1 Federal 
Credit Union. And in 
October 2011, to con-
tinue its strong growth, 
American 1 became a 
state chartered credit 
union and adopted its 
current name, Ameri-
can 1 Credit Union.

To this day, Ameri-
can 1 puts community 

first through sponsor-
ships, donations, ma-
jor gifts, and volunteer 
efforts.

In 2019 American 
1 gave more than $1 
million to 255 orga-
nizations in Jackson, 
Lenawee, Hillsdale, 
Wayne, Washtenaw, 
and Calhoun coun-
ties. Some of the most 
notable giving was 
$600,000 to the Jack-
son YMCA toward 
their capital campaign 
and $250,000 to Spring 

Arbor University for 
The Arena Sponsored 
by American 1 Credit 
Union. An additional 
$151,287 in funding 
was gifted to area non-
profit organizations 
including Hot Air Ju-
bilee, Talons Out Hon-
or Flight, Bright Walls, 
and many more.

Today American 
1 Credit Union serves 
over 57,000 mem-
bers with branches in 
Jackson, Washtenaw, 
Hillsdale, Calhoun, 
Lenawee, and Wayne 
counties. American 
1 is proud to serve 
the members of their 
communities by creat-
ing financial wellness 
through personal ev-
eryday banking.
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS SPORTS SCHEDULES
ALL SPRING SPORTS ARE CANCELLED AT THIS TIME

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
NFL DRAFT, LESS CROWDED STORES, BAD DRIVERS AND A PUNTER

Day 35 of quaran-
tine. 

I think it's Day 35 
-- I don't know, I've lost 
track of time. 

I need everything 
to get back to normal, 
sort of. 

I need to watch 
sports. 

Let me repeat that 
-- I need to watch 
sports. 

One more time. 
I need to watch 

sports. 
The NFL draft is 

this week. I swear, it'll 
be "must-see-TV" for 
me. I'm rolling out the 
recliner, ordering a 
pizza and settling in to 
watch something, any-
thing, related to cur-
rent athletics. 

Speaking of this 
week's draft, the De-
troit Lions have the 
third pick overall. If 
history is to be re-
peated, the Lions will 
mess up this normal-
ly "can't-miss" pick. If 
Detroit selects an of-
fensive player, meaning 
a running back, quar-
terback, tight end, line-
man or wide receiver 
with the third pick, I 
swear I'll drive down to 
Allen Park where the 
Lions' headquarters are 
located and stop prac-
ticing social distanc-
ing, if you know what 

I mean? 
If Detroit trades the 

pick for a spot further 
down in the first round 
and possible additional 
selections in the later 
rounds, I might moan 
and roll my eyes a lit-
tle, but I'll stay seated 
in my recliner and wait 
and see what happens 
later in the draft. 

If the Lions pick a 
defensive player with 
the third pick -- any 
defensive player at any 
position -- I will be 
ecstatic. I might even 
struggle to get out of 
my recliner and do a 
dance in front of the 
TV. Though the dance 
would be brief as the 
process of just raising 
up out of my recliner 
tuckers me out nowa-
days. 

My luck, though, 
Detroit will take a punt-
er with the first pick. I 
know it's coming. I've 
already prepared my-
self for it. The car is all 
gassed up and ready to 
go. Allen Park isn't that 
far away. If I have no 
expectations, no high 
hopes, then my Lions 
draft-day-dreams can't 
be crushed, right? It's a 
defensive measure and 
an attempt at self-pres-
ervation I've learned to 
cultivate throughout 
all my years of being a 
loyal, yet, consistently 
frustrated Detroit foot-
ball fan. 

But every year, a 
small flicker of hope, 
no matter how hard 
I try to snuff it out, 
burns brightly inside 
of me as the NFL draft 
nears. I know, I'm such 
a schmuck. I can't help 
it. I've been a Detroit 
Lions fan my entire life. 

Here's to a Lions 
draft this week heavy 
on the defensive side of 
the football. 

On a completely 
different note, while 
the quarantine is both-
ersome, I must admit, 
a part of me actually 
enjoys an interesting 
side effect of the stay-
at-home mandate. 

The pace of daily 
life has slowed dra-
matically out in the 
real world. I have a 
job outside of this col-
umn-writing-gig that 
is deemed "essential" 
by the powers that be. 
I'm the type of per-
son that doesn't like 
a huge crowd, wheth-
er it's in the grocery 
store, hardware store 
or on our area roads. 
And, by golly, what 
do you know, but the 
grocery store -- at least 
when I go (which I'm 
not telling the time or 
day, because it's been 
wonderfully bereft of 
crowds) -- has actual-
ly been an enjoyable 
experience for me. I 
loathe grocery shop-
ping. But nowadays, 
at least when I've de-
cided to shop, it's been 
the stuff of dreams for 
me. Slow paced, wide, 
empty aisles, no wait at 
the cash register, in and 
out, no trouble at all. 

And more than 
anything, it's been pure 
bliss on area roads. It's 
how I always hoped it 
would be. Light traf-
fic -- on both surface 
streets and freeways 
-- and fewer unskilled, 
out-of-control driv-
ers. People even seem 
more polite and calmer 
behind the wheel. I'm 
seeing a lot more turn 

signals being used and 
fewer tailgaters and 
rude and aggressive id-
iots, err, I mean, adults 
behind the wheel now-
adays. I must admit -- I 
kinda' like it. 

A part of me wants 
the quarantine and 
stay-at-home man-
date to end, but when 
I actually stop and 
think about it, dai-
ly life is pretty good 
out there with few-
er mouth-breathers, 
err, I mean, mature, 
well-mannered adults 
clogging up area streets 
and freeways and stores 

and innumerable oth-
er places. It's like how 
with the quarantine 
and the stoppage of so 
many industrial com-
plexes from producing 
their wares, pollution 
has lessened dramat-
ically. The air quality 
throughout the world, 
it seems, has improved. 
That's kinda' how it is 
locally, especially on 
the roads (I have to 
drive all over the coun-
ty each and every day 
for my "essential" job). 
The "pollution" which 
had previously dirtied 
and stained and made 

miserable driving on 
local roads and free-
ways now seems to be 
drastically diminished 
since the quarantine 
took effect. 

Day 35 of quaran-
tine. 

Bring sports back 
and I'm good. 

"With the third 
pick of the 2020 NFL 
draft, the Detroit Lions 
select punter..." 

I knew it wouldn't 
last.

At least the drive to 
Allen Park will be en-
joyable...
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly 
Summary

Incident #: 20-1019 Location: 500 block of Wilkinson St.

Date: April 17, 2020 Time: 12:14 am

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol offi-
cers were dispatched 
to the 500 block of 
Wilkinson Street 
for a stalking com-
plaint. The caller re-
ported that a subject 
in a Ford F-150 pick-
up truck had pulled 
into his driveway 
and began activat-
ing the horn multi-
ple times and yelling 
out the window. The 
complainant stat-
ed that he believed 
that the person in 
the pickup truck was 

a 54-year-old Dex-
ter woman who at 
one time the caller 
had a personal rela-
tionship with. The 
complainant stated 
that the suspect has 
on several occasions 
made unsolicited 
contacts with him 
and he had advised 
her that he did not 
wish to speak to 
her any longer and 
had told her not to 
come to his proper-
ty. The suspect was 
gone from the loca-
tion prior to the offi-
cer’s arrival. A letter 

was drafted by the 
responding officer 
and was sent to the 
suspect advising her 
not to return to the 
premises or have

any further unso-
licited contact with 
the complainant. 
Any further contact 
would be treated as

harassment and/
or stalking type be-
havior and would be 
forwarded on to the 
Washtenaw County

Prosecutor’s of-
fice for review.

In the midst of a 
pandemic, watching 
the Earth pick off per-
son after person in 
some sort of horrific 
Margaret atwood nov-
el come to life, it is the 
arts that are sustaining 
me in my safe, warm 
comfortable prison.  I 
don’t want to complain.  
I have food, heat, and 
enough meds to keep 
me alive.  I have toilet 
paper and hand sani-
tizer.  I’m grateful for 
my safe little shelter 
and realize how lucky I 
am.  But there's a mel-
ancholy with the un-
certainty and trapped 
feeling. I’m wondering 
how many of us will  be 
okay.  Wondering what 
little local businesses 
will survive.  It’s a men-
tally stressful time.  I’d 
like to ignore the news 
and the ugly possibili-
ties and just hang out 
with my friends.  Since 
I can’t, I’m finding so-
lace in things I previ-
ously did not have ac-
cess to.

“Bye Bye Miss 
American Pie” hit the 
pop charts prior to 
my birth.  It came on 
the radio occasional-
ly when I was a very 
young girl. Even prior 
to school, I knew the 
lyrics were describing 
a  loss, a change in life 
that would never go 
back. I did not under-
stand what it was, but 
I got the feeling of loss 
the song described. In 
my life, the tragedy of 

The Day the Music 
Survived

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

9/11 accurately details 
the massive shift.  The 
loss of always feeling 
safe at home, one min-
ute the world was one 
way, the next, it was 
gone.  I think the song 
describes the uncer-
tainty of the future after 
the pandemic. Which 
ones of us will be left?  
What will our econo-
my look like?  Will our 
children run together 
at BBQs on the 4th? 
Will we feel safe next to 
each other again?  Will 
we hug new friends?  
Will everything re-
turn to normal?  Will 
the yellow bus rumble 
down my street and 
pick my daughter up 
for kindergarten next 
fall?  This pandem-
ic feels like the end of 
life the way we used to 
know it.  I am at home 
watching from a safe 
distance and helpless 
to do anything about it. 
So we’re singing:

Bye, bye Miss 
American pie

Drove my chevy 
to the levy and the gas 
was cheap but we had 
no place to go

And those good old 
moms were drinking 
wine and white claw

Saying this will be 
the day you kids push 
me straight over the 
edge and we all die

This will be the day 
we all die.

As my walls con-
tinue to inch closer day 
by day, I find reprieve 
knowing each evening  
Melissa Ethridge will 
provide me with an in-

timate front row seat 
to a Facebook live con-
cert from her house.  I 
know for about twen-
ty minutes each night, 
the walls won’t feel so 
close. The Met is also 
playing nightly Met 
Opera Streams, with 
the hopes, “to bright-
en the lives of audience 
members even while 
our stage is dark.”  My 
five year old is sud-
denly an opera fan, 
who knew? And the 
Kennedy Center is live 
streaming Couch con-
certs.  On the website 
it states, “It is in times 
like these that we need 
artists the most. We've 
lined up talented artists 
to perform their work 
and help us inspire, 
grieve, heal, and move 
forward as a nation.”   
My musical friends 
are doing the same.  I 
have several friends 
who are live streaming 
their painting sessions.  
And though I”m not 
going to learn, it’s nice 
to watch and not think 
about my friends fight-
ing for their lives or 
nurses weeping at it all.  
The music and the arts 
are alive and helping 
keep me sane.  Thank 
you to all the talent out 
there who are willing 
to share.  You are my 
lifeline to a world I feel 
like I’m losing.  As long 
as the music doesn’t 
die, I feel like we can 
come out of this and 
find our way back.  

*Inspired by Amer-
ican pie, by Don Mc-
Lean.

Kitty decided to 
create collages of se-
nior portraits in her 
windows at her Kitty & 
Company location. 

Kitty stated: “This 
idea started personal-
ly as I have a senior at 
CHS this year. I brain-
stormed about ideas to 
bring recognition and 
honor to this gradu-
ating class (in light of 
the fact that all the tra-
ditional recognitions 
and end of year events 
have been cancelled).

In the past, I've 
used my windows to 
promote  artists in our 

Celebrating Chelsea 
High School Graduating 

Class of 2020

community.  This in-
spired me to highlight 
the senior class of 2020 
as a whole in my studio 
Main Street windows.. 
an art collage if you 
will. I thought that we 
senior parents would 
find connectivity and 
healing by showcasing 
all of our seniors to-
gether...I believe from 
the parent response, it 
has done that. 

I hope the seniors 
have enjoyed seeing it 
and know this commu-
nity is here for them, 
praying for them, and 
believing for much 
success in their fu-

tures! Thank you to all 
who helped make this 
work! The parents, Mr. 
Kapolka-CHS Princi-
pal, Gretchen Steele- 
Secretary to Principal 
at CHS, and to Chelsea 
Print and Graphics for 
printing the photos.”

Kitty said the se-
nior photo collages 
will be in her studio 
windows into June. 
Kitty & Company is 
located at 114 North 
Main Street, Suites 5 
& 6 in Chelsea. Good 
luck and best wishes to 
the graduating class of 
2020.

 ➢ continued from page 1
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UMRC & Porter 
Hills announces that, 
in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the organization is 
continuing to hire a 
variety of team mem-
bers to provide care 
and support for the 
older adults it serves at 
locations across Mich-
igan.

Openings include 
caregivers, such as cer-
tified nurse assistants 
(CNAs), nurses, and 
resident care assistants; 
dining and dietary; 
housekeeping and en-
vironmental services; 
and other professional 
positions.

“At a time when 
other businesses and 
organizations are 

closing or restrict-
ing their hours due to 
COVID-19, UMRC & 
Porter Hills is growing 
to provide outstand-
ing care and services 
for older adults and 
families,” says Michelle 
Baldwin Henderson, 
UMRC & Porter Hills 
Chief Human Re-
sources Officer. “Since 
February, we have 
hired 93 new team 
members for our loca-
tions stretching from 
shore to shore, and we 
continue to grow.”

“Throughout our 
combined 160 years 
of experience, UMRC 
& Porter Hills has al-
ways focused on the 
health and well-be-
ing of the older adults 

we are privileged to 
serve,” says President 
and CEO, Steve Fe-
tyko. “Providing a safe, 
healthy, and nurturing 
environment for old-
er adults and our care 
team is our top prior-
ity.”

UMRC & Porter 
Hills is also safeguard-
ing the health and 
well-being of its care-
giving and frontline 
team members and 
their families, says Fe-
tyko. “We are proudly 
committed to going 
above and beyond to 
ensure extra protec-
tions and supports for 
our ‘healthcare heroes’ 
who do so much to 
provide quality care 
for older adults.”

To learn more 
about career opportu-
nities at Porter Hills, 
e-mail: LoveYourCa-
reer@porterhills.org

For opportunities 
with UMRC, e-mail: 
L o v e Yo u r C a r e e r @
umrc.com

To foster the joy of the Easter season, Amanda 
Bentley, Direct Care Worker, helped the ladies 
of Our Lady of Providence Hall decorate eggs 
at St. Louis Center and The Easter bunny left 

baskets for the men living in Fr. Guanella 
Hall.

Easter Festivities 
at St. Louis Center

community and came 
to the very difficult 
decision to cancel this 
year’s Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights, 
(June 4 through August 
13) and the Sounds and 
Sights Summer Festi-
val (July 24-25). The 
SculptureWalk Chelsea 
and Hometown Holi-
day events will contin-
ue as planned.

 “As part of our con-
sideration, we realized 
that there are too many 
what-ifs associated 
with any go-forward 
plan. Safety is the most 
important criteria in 
our decision-making 
process, we don’t want 

CHELSEA AREA FESTIVALS 
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 ➢ continued from page 1 to risk the safety and 
health of volunteers, 
vendors, participants, 
and guests in any situa-
tion that we don’t have 
answers for today,” said 
Craig Common, CAFE 
President.

Chelsea is a resil-
ient close-knit com-
munity that will work 
through COVID-19 
challenges. CAFE con-
tinues to remain stead-
fast in its mission to 
promote quality per-
forming and visual arts 
throughout the year. 
Looking to the future, 
Common comment-
ed, “We are starting to 
imagine what comes 
next and are looking 

forward to the oppor-
tunity to bring qual-
ity music and visual 
arts safely back to the 
streets of Chelsea. And 
we are excited about 
moving forward with 
ScultpureWalk Chelsea 
and Hometown Holi-
day.”

CAFE sincerely 
appreciates everyone’s 
contribution, passion, 
and support - all things 
that make Chelsea a 
very special place to 
live, visit and work.

For additional in-
formation visit  www.
chelseafestivals.com  or 
email  media@chelsea-
festivals.com

Photos By Amanda Bentley
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– supplying ventilator 
parts for Ford Motor 
Company.

“Since we are an 
essential business and 
we have continued to 
stay open and work, we 
were available to assist 
Ford Motor Company 
and GE Healthcare with 
their efforts to build 
ventilators to aid in the 
fight against the coro-
navirus pandemic,” said 
R. M. Wright Company 
President and Chief Op-
erating Officer Michael 
A. Hamzey, Jr. “Ford 
and GE have commit-
ted to the federal gov-
ernment that they will 
build 50,000 ventilators 
in 100 days, beginning 
this week (April 13). We 
provided two different 
products for the venti-
lator they are manufac-
turing at the Ford plant 
in Ypsilanti, resulting in 
a multi-million-dollar 
order for our compa-
ny…and it couldn’t have 
come at a better time.”

The newly enact-
ed federal Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security 
(CARES) Act provided 
a variety of additional 
emergency relief pro-
grams for consumers 
and businesses, includ-
ing the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program (PPP) 
guaranteed through the 
Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA). 

Chelsea State Bank 
is an authorized lender 
by the SBA to admin-
ister the PPP. The first 
PPP authorized up to 
$349 billion in forgiv-
able loans to small busi-
nesses, nonprofits, vet-
erans’ organizations and 
tribal concerns to pay 
their employees during 
the COVID-19 crisis. 
Sole proprietors and 
self-employed individ-
uals are eligible as well. 
Loan terms are the same 
for everyone.  A second 
round of funding is ex-
pected later in April.

“The positive impact 
of the Payroll Protection 
Program on our com-
pany cannot be over-
stated,” said Hamzey. 
“The opportunity to be 
involved in this order 
would have been missed 
if we were unable to re-
main open or if we had 
to lay off some of our 
employees due to pay-
roll concerns. Ford is a 
valuable customer to us 
and several of our em-
ployees have played im-
portant roles in making 
sure the short delivery 
window is met so the 
ventilators will be made 
on time and lives can be 
saved. We began per-
sonally delivering the 
product to the Ypsilanti 
plant last Friday (April 
10) and we will main-
tain these deliveries for 
the next few months.”

Chelsea State Bank 
was one of the finan-
cial institutions actively 
working to operation-
alize the programs as 
quickly as possible to 
assist customers in max-

Local Bank Assists Small Business with 
PPP to Make Emergency Ventilators

imizing their relief un-
der the Act’s provisions. 
Chelsea State Bank be-
gan accepting applica-
tions for small business-
es on April 3, and sole 
proprietors and self-em-
ployed on April 10. The 
SBA stopped accepting 
applications the morn-
ing of April 16.

“In a very short pe-
riod of time, our com-
mercial lenders and 
support teams were able 
to complete – in an as-
tounding display of 
teamwork, dedication 
and long hours – over 
175 Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loans with 
a total value of over $30 
million dollars,” said 
Chelsea State Bank Pres-
ident Joanne Rau. “We 
accepted applications 
until the SBA closed 
down the application 
site. These are funds 
brought into our com-
munities to keep busi-
nesses running during 
these difficult times. We 
were grateful to help our 
small businesses.”

Ford Motor Compa-
ny took on the challenge 
to quickly pull resources 
from all over the global 
company to make venti-
lators in Michigan. Since 
these machines are very 
complex, Ford chose 
to make the model AE 
device, which is an old-
er model that will work 
for COVID-19 patients. 
Ford chose this mod-
el because it is simple, 
portable and scalable 
– allowing them to get 
the units into hospitals 
quickly.

When Ford started 
looking for manufactur-
ers to produce the ven-
tilators, R. M. Wright 
Company came up as an 
exclusive distributor for 
Michigan for one of the 
products used in the de-
sign. With a relationship 
already in place with 
Ford and other manu-
facturers, and a neigh-
bor to the Ford Ypsilan-
ti plant, R. M. Wright 
Company became in-
volved.

“This simple venti-
lator still has approxi-
mately 354 parts,” said 
Hamzey. “We are help-
ing to make an older 
model because it’s a 
third of the cost of the 
current model, and it 
can be made in a shorter 
amount of time.” 

With a workforce of 
26 employees, the R. M. 
Wright Company was 
able to ramp up quickly 
because of the invest-
ment they have made in 
their software, explained 
Hamzey. “We have the 
ability to handle the va-
riety of volumes that we 
experience throughout a 
year. We are lean by de-
sign and the software we 
use is extremely distrib-
utor oriented.”

RM Wright Com-
pany is a family owned 
business. Chief Exec-
utive Officer Michael 
K. Hamzey, Sr., bought 
the company from the 
original family in 1987. 
At almost 80 years old, 

Hamzey, Sr. is still active 
in the business. In 2000, 
Michael A. Hamzey, Jr., 
left his law practice of 15 
years to join his father 
in the company, start-
ing with inside sales and 
moving into his current 
position as President. 
Hamzey Jr., graduated 
from the Detroit College 
of Law, now Michigan 
State University College 
of Law, a private law 
school in East Lansing, 
Michigan affiliated with 
Michigan State Univer-
sity. In addition to father 
and son, there are three 
other family members 
currently working at the 
company.

Having worked 
with many large banks 
over the years, the R. M. 
Wright Company decid-
ed it was time to look for 
a bank with a more per-
sonal approach to bank-
ing. “We’d been with 
larger banks – which 
is where my father met 
Mary Lee Penney before 
she joined Chelsea State 
Bank,” said Hamzey, Jr. 
“My father and I started 
to feel like it was time to 
change banks because 
we just weren’t getting 
a warm and fuzzy feel-
ing from our previous 
banker. We’ve been with 
Chelsea State Bank for 
almost 10 years now. 
Steve Saules is our com-
mercial lender and we 
feel comfortable with 
him because he under-
stands us and our busi-
ness. We also feel very 
much appreciated by 
Chelsea State Bank.” 

R. M. Wright Com-
pany prides itself on 
keeping morale up 
during these uncertain 
times. Regular commu-
nication with staff about 
the company’s financial 
position is key, along 
with providing lunch-
es and regular emails 
showing their support 
and appreciation for 
their employees. 

“Our staff knows 
this is a significant proj-
ect for us, and it came at 
a critical time – along 
with the PPP,” conclud-
ed Hamzey, Jr. “We are 
grateful to Chelsea State 
Bank and Ford Motor 
Company for this op-
portunity. These are 
uncertain times and 
there is no benchmark 
or roadmap. We are 
taking it day by day. We 
want to do the best for 
our employees and help 
get them through this 
rough time.”

In addition to pro-
moting the bank as the 
local community bank 
that helps families and 
small businesses dream 
global and borrow lo-
cal, Chelsea State Bank 
also wants consumers 
to know they are locally 
grown since 1897.

“As a local commu-
nity bank for over 120 
years, the health and 
safety of our families 
and businesses have al-
ways been top priori-
ties for us,” said Chelsea 
State Bank CEO John 
Mann.   “When the PPP 

Starkey Family
Photo submitted by Beth Starkey

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

has been conducting 
a series of short inter-
views with Chelsea Res-
idents and will continue 
to publish them for the 
period of one year. We 
have enjoyed learning 
about the differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity and hope you have 
as well.   Stay tuned and 
follow us each week – 
we look forward to in-
troducing you to more 
Chelsea Individuals in 
the future weeks-  it may 
just  be YOU!  This week 
we introduce you to  
BETH STARKEY.

What is your pro-
fession and for how 
long? 

I work in the Busi-
ness and HR depart-
ments at the Chelsea 
School District for 10+ 
years.

Your family mem-
bers: 

Todd (husband), 
Tanner, Cameron and 
Quinn (sons).

When did you move 
to Chelsea? Where did 
you live prior to this? 

I moved to Chelsea 
in 1976 from Westland, 
MI

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live? 

I love the small town 
feel and knowing people 
when you walk down 
the streets.

If you could have a 
second home anywhere, 
where would it be? 

The southwest, may-
be Arizona.

People think of me 

as organized but I am 
really a list maker.

What three words 
describe your style? 

I'm not sure I have 
style!!!!

As you think about 
the home in which you 
grew up, what elements 
did you like and do you 
think you have incor-
porated some of them 
in your own home?

I grew up in a more 
traditional home. I think 
I'm opposite of that. I 
like contemporary with 
clean lines...but not ul-
tra-modern contempo-
rary.

What is one trend 
in design you do NOT 
like? 

Raised sink bowls in 
bathrooms.

Have you ever built 
a new home or remod-
eled an existing one? 

Both, we built in 
2004 and we are cur-
rently remodeling our 
master bathroom and 
master closet.

What is the one 
biggest interior design 
issue you struggle with? 

Use of space and 
traffic flow.

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 
design of your home - 
if so, what did you find 
most helpful?

Yes, we did – we re-
ceived help in the cre-
ative use of space.

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use? Please give 
any explanation as well.

Kitchen, we are al-
ways gathering there 
with family and friends.

If you were moving 
and could only pick one 
item from your home 
to keep, which would it 
be?

The paintings my 
children have created.

Name an item you 
purchased for your 
home that you regret 
buying: 

A small chair for the 
bedroom to use when 
watching TV.

No room is com-
plete without: 

Pictures of family.
I tend to be: a mini-

malist by nature.
What are you cur-

rently doing to pass 
the time during the 
COVID-19 State shut-
down? 

I am working in 
my yard and trying to 
complete projects that 
I've had on my list for a 
while.

A few of your favor-
ite things!

Historical Place 
You Have Visited- 9/11 
Memorial.

Movie -  Shawshank 
Redemption.

Scent  - Lavender.
Favorite Song, Art-

ist or style of Music- 
John Mayer.

Favorite TV show – 
Friends.

Favorite Meal - 
Salmon, couscous and 
asparagus.

Favorite Travel 
Destination On Your 
Bucket List- Hawaii.

Favorite Things 
to Collect - Nativity 
Scenes.

Color – Green.
Hobbies – Puzzles.
Pets? – we have 

none.
Kitty’s note:  Beth 

and I met through the 
schools.  Our boys 
played football together, 
so we both were unit-
ed in yelling from the 
stands. I know of Beth 
as an organized and de-
tailed person who loves 
her family and life. And, 
contrary to her com-
ment above of not hav-
ing a style, she – I think 
embraces a casual, com-
fortable and clean style 
that is welcoming to all. 

was announced, we were 
buried with applications 
and chose to focus on 
our smallest customers 
first because that’s where 
we felt the need was 
greatest and we didn’t 
want them overlooked.   
We want all of our cus-
tomers to know we are 
here to help them. Be-
cause we are smaller and 

more nimble, we can 
act quickly, proactively, 
and decisively.   We are 
hoping a second wave 
of funding is approved 
soon.”

About R.M. Wright 
Company

The R.M. Wright 
Company has forged an 
unsurpassed legacy of 
achievement through-

out the automation and 
fluid power industry 
since 1940. We remain 
steadfast and deter-
mined to be identified 
by our valued customers 
we serve as the premier 
distributor of MRO and 
OEM pneumatics, safe-
ty, electronic controls, 
and accessories.  Visit 
www.rmwrightco.com.
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