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Lessons from 
the Spanish Flu
By Amy Heydlauff

In 1918 the entire 
world suffered a pan-
demic now referred 
to as the Spanish Flu. 
Over the last few 
weeks news outlets 
frequently compare 
COVID-19 (Corona-
virus) to the Spanish 
Flu. So, I decided to 
do a bit of research. 

The Spanish Flu 
occurred during 
World War I. It is 
believed 5% of the 
world’s population 
succumbed (approx-

imately 50 million). 
It must have been a 
frightening time. Re-
searchers don’t be-
lieve it originated in 
Spain. There is good 
evidence it originat-
ed in Asia and spread 
across the globe when 
workers were round-
ed up and shipped 
to Canada by way of 
the U.K. Other theo-
ries point to the filthy, 
damp and forebod-
ing trenches soldiers 
dug and inhabited 
in France or perhaps 

even an army bar-
racks in Kansas. Re-
gardless, high-density 
communal living was 
at the heart.

How did Spain 
get stuck with the 
flu moniker? They 
just happened to be 
the country willing 
to talk about the im-
pact of this virulent 
strain of influenza 
on their population. 
Other countries were 
engaged in the world 
war and didn’t want 
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Ugly Dog Distillery: Caring 
for the Chelsea Community

During these crazy, 
hectic times it bright-
ens spirits to see local 
establishments do-
ing their part to help 
out and give back to 
the community. Ugly 
Dog Distillery is do-
ing just that. Since the 
start of the Covid-19 
Pandemic, Ugly Dog 
Distillery in Chelsea 
has switched their dis-
tillery operations to 
produce hand sanitizer 
which they are provid-
ing to the community.

Manager of the 
Ugly Dog Distillery 
Rob Mida said the idea 
to begin producing 

hand sanitizer came 
from seeing the need 
on a national level for 
supplies and wanted 
to do something to fill 
this need in the com-
munity. “Many craft 
distilleries around the 
country are repur-
posing their facilities 
to fulfill the need for 
necessary supplies. We 
are doing it because 
we want to give back 
to our community that 
we think of as our fam-
ily. We have a niche 
skill set and resources 
that are very important 
right now,” Mida stat-
ed.

Mida said the tran-
sition to switch to san-

itizer was actually a 
smooth one. “We have 
experienced a smooth 
transition with our 
biggest challenge be-
ing meeting the supply 
and demand for the 
FDA approved hand 
sanitizer that we are 
producing at our dis-
tillery in Chelsea. We 
are working with local 
and nationwide part-
ners to get the supplies 
we need to continue to 
produce sanitizer for 
our community, first 
responders, healthcare 
facilities and essential 
businesses. We can’t 
thank the community 
enough for all of the 
support. Our staff is 

working hard to ful-
fill orders and support 
the community. We are 
thankful for all of the 
donations to continue 
ordering supplies and 
produce hand sanitiz-
er.”

Mida stated that 
the main point behind 
it all is supporting the 
community. “Our mis-
sion is to give back to 
the community and to 
do our best as a small 
business to provide the 
supplies we can during 
this critical time for 
our country. We are 
working 7 days a week 
to provide a product 
that is necessary and 
 continued on page 4
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From Mary Jo Frank
The Chelsea Area 

Garden Club (CAGC) 
has cancelled its 22nd 
annual plant sale, 
scheduled May 9, due 
to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In announcing the 
cancellation, CAGC 
President Cathy Gil-
lem said, “We believe 
it is important for all 
of us to stay at home 

Chelsea Area 
Garden Club 

Cancels Spring 
Plant Sale

and practice physical 
distancing, to protect 
our family, friends and 
community.” 

For 21 years, club 
members have gath-
ered each spring to dig 
up and pot plants from 
members’ and friends’ 
gardens for the sale, a 
community event that 
attracts hundreds of 
customers each year. 
Sale proceeds are used 

for horticulture-relat-
ed community proj-
ects and scholarships.

“We appreciate the 
community’s support 
and are sorry to disap-
point our many loyal 
customers,” Gillem 
said.

For more infor-
mation, call Plant 
Sale Co-Chair Mary 
Randolph at 734-475-
9748.

Chelsea Community 
Preschool has a 

special message for 
their preschoolers 

pictured below
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From Chelsea Se-
nior Center: “We will 
continue to remain 
closed until at least 
April 30th. While our 
activities continue to 
be on hold, we have 
staff in the office to 
take calls and assist as 
best we can. The Meals 

Chelsea 
Senior Center 

Update

on Wheels program 
continues throughout 
this crisis.

Should you or any 
senior in the greater 
Chelsea community 
need any assistance 
with meals, groceries, 
medicines, transpor-
tation or any other 

vital service, please 
call our team at 734-
475-9242 and we will 
do our best to help 
you through this or-
deal. Please also vis-
it our website,  www.
chelseaseniors.org  to 
catch the latest up-
dates.”

By: Michelle Elie, 
Realtor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@gmail.com

Well, not surpris-
ing that in addition 
to the whole world 
being different since 
I last wrote this ar-
ticle, the real estate 
market has changed 
as well.  There’s no 
real pattern that can 
be interpreted by last 
month’s figures, so I’ll 
just give you the sta-
tistics for your infor-
mation, then discuss 
the changes the Co-
rona pandemic has 
made on the real es-
tate industry.

Currently, Real-
tors are considered 
“non-essential” work-
ers, so therefore we 
cannot enter a house to 
either show it or list it.  
Our professional pho-
tographers can’t enter 
a home, however home 
inspectors and apprais-
ers can (with owners 
approval to do so).  For 
sellers moving forward, 
the bottom line is you 
can’t sell your house 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings
Average list price
Number of homes sold
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 March Chelsea Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings
Average list price
Number of homes sold
Average sale price

March Summary

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors ML

if it’s not on the mar-
ket, and believe it or 
not, homes are selling 
with multiple offers us-
ing “virtual showings” 
(video walk-through 
showings recorded by 
the sellers and posted 
on the listings), contin-
gent upon the buyers 
walking through the 
house and accepting 
that the house meets 
their expectations.

Moving forward 
for buyers, now is the 
time to be shopping 
online for homes and 
coming up with your 
shopping list for show-
ings once your agent is 
able to access homes 
again.  Now more 

than ever it’s import-
ant to make sure you’re 
pre-approval letter is 
up to date and your 
lender is on stand-by 
ready for action once 
the flood gates are lift-
ed and showings begin.  

If you have any 
questions about all of 
this, please reach out 
to your Realtor, or feel 
free to give me a call.  I 
believe the term “un-
precedented” is used 
to describe everything 
right now, and that 
includes the real es-
tate market.  As with 
everything else these 
days…..stay strong, be 
safe, stay home.

2020
24  

380,922
18

255,917 

2019
21

345,748 
9 

297,298 

5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation (5HF) is 
administering an on-
line survey in April. 
They are reaching out 
to residents ages 18+ in 
the school districts of 
Stockbridge, Manches-
ter, Grass Lake, Dex-
ter and Chelsea. Those 
who complete the sur-
vey and submit contact 
information will be eli-
gible for a prize valued 
at $200 or more. One 
prize will be awarded 
in each community. All 
responses to the survey 
are 100% confidential. 
Data will be analyzed 
by a third party and 
only be available in ag-
gregate reports.

According to Amy 

For More Information
Matt Pegouskie
 734.433.4599
Matt@5healthytowns.org

Heydlauff, 5HF CEO, 
“Assessing local well-
ness needs is an on-
going process. In the 
past we conducted a 
survey every five years 
with partners like the 
health departments 
and St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea. That survey 
had 100 question and 
was conducted by ran-
domly selecting phone 
numbers. This year the 
100-question phone 
survey became pro-
hibitively expensive. 
We decided to reduce 
the length of the sur-
vey (it is now only 20 
questions) and survey 
the entire population 
instead of limiting it to 
randomly selected res-

idents. We like the idea 
of hearing from every-
one.” 

The survey, which 
takes five minutes or 
less to complete online 
or on a mobile device, 
is already underway. 
“So far, Chelsea is out 
front in terms of par-
ticipation. We hope 
the other four com-
munities are compet-
itive enough to jump 
in quickly!,” said Amy.  
The information will 
help the foundation, its 
community coalitions 
and other partners un-
derstand where they 
should invest more 
than $1,000,000 a year. 

A survey postcard 
will be mailed to all 
area households with 
information on how to 
access the online sur-
vey link. If you haven’t 
already, we encourage 
all residents to take the 
survey – for the health 
of it.
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Savings in
Chelsea

Closed at this Time

 ➢ continued on page 1
we have the facility, re-
sources, partnerships 
and the supply chain 
to support our com-
munity. We greatly ap-
preciate all of the local 
support and donations 
from businesses and 
our valued custom-
ers who we consider 
friends and family.”

Follow Ugly Dog 
Distillery on Facebook 
at facebook.com/Ug-

lyDogDistillery for 
updates and contin-
ued information. Ugly 
Dog Distillery is locat-
ed at 218 South Main 
Street in Chelsea. They 
are now open Mon-
day-Friday from 2pm 
to 8pm and Saturday 
from 12pm to 4pm. 
They will be passing 
out 375ml bottles of 
their hand sanitizer 
every day for free, one 
per person.

Ugly Dog 
Distillery: Caring 

for the Chelsea 
Community

Spring is here!   
Or is it?  To many of 
Michiganders who are 
motorcyclists it time 
to start riding again.  
Thousands of motor-
cyclists are going to 
be hitting the streets; 
hopefully not literal-
ly hitting the streets.  
Car drivers need to do 
their part and, “Look 
Twice to SAVE a Life- 
Motorcycles are Ev-
erywhere.”  ABATE 
of Michigan urges 
car drivers turning 
left not to attempt to 
judge the speed of on-
coming motorcyclists.  
Many car/motorcycle 
accidents occur in in-
tersections.  Motorcy-
clists need to have a 
cycle endorsement and 
ride to survive, accord-

Spring has Sprung
ing to State Police 2018 
records, which show 
an increase in unen-
dorsed motorcyclists 
fatalities.  Unendorsed 
motorcyclists are 15-
20 percent of the mo-
torcyclist’s population, 
and in 2018 they ac-
counted for over 50% 
of the fatalities.   

Michigan motor-
cyclists pay for mo-
torcycle safety train-
ing.  $5.00 of every 
motorcycle plate fee 
goes to the Michi-
gan Motorcycle Safe-
ty Fund.  ABATE of 
Michigan President, 
Mr. Vince Consiglio, 
states “Michigan has 
a shortage of qualified 
Motorcycle Safety In-
structors.  Experienced 
Skilled Motorcyclists, 

with communication 
skills, are needed.  
Beginning motorcy-
cle safety classes, En-
dorsement classes, and 
Coach Training class-
es registration is now 
available.” Call Eric 
at 269-435-2058 for a 
Coach Training Appli-
cation.  

Most drivers are al-
lowed a choice in cov-
erage amounts in their 
auto insurance.  Come 
July 1st, with Senate 
Bill 1, according to 
ABATE Legislative 
Officer Jim Rhoad-
es, “Auto Drivers, Bi-
cyclists, Pedestrians, 
Snowmobilers, and 
ATVers will all have a 
choice on their medical 
coverage, but motorcy-
clists hit by car drivers 

will be stuck with the 
car drivers choice for 
medical coverage.”  
Out of State motorcy-
clists will go to their 
choice in medical cov-
erage. Only Michigan 
motorcyclists will be 
stuck with the car driv-
er’s choice for medical 
coverage.   ABATE will 
continue to work with 
the Michigan Legis-
lature to correct this 
bizarre situation, but 
time is running out 
as SB 1 takes effect 
July 1, 2020.   ABATE 
of Michigan urges all 
motorcyclists to con-
tact their state repre-
sentative, state senator, 
and the governor.

Distribution by: 
Brandy Perdue for 
ABATE of Michigan.
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS SPORTS SCHEDULES
ALL SPRING SPORTS ARE CANCELLED AT THIS TIME

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
"PITCH PERFECT," FLASHLIGHTS, GERMAN AUTOBAHN AND QUARANTINE

Day 23 of quaran-
tine. 

Or is it Day 233? 
I don't know, I've 

lost track of time during 
this "pause." 

What I do know, 
however, is I've watched 
the movie "Pitch Perfect 
2" approximately 1,678 
times during the three 
weeks or so I've been 
stuck at home. I swear 
this movie is on EVERY 
DAY and on EVERY 
CHANNEL of my cable 
TV package. 
"When tomorrow 
comes
I'll be on my own
Feeling frightened of
Things that I don't 
know...

"Cause you're my flash-
light
You're my flashlight
You're my flashlight..."

Someone please 
help me. I need an in-
tervention from my 
own self. I'm having 
Hailee Steinfeld night-
mares. I'm sure she's a 
lovely young lady, but 
if I hear her singing her 
"Flashlight" song at the 
end of "Pitch Perfect 2" 
one more time, I don't 
know what I'm going to 
do. I've already thrown 
out all my flashlights in 
my house. I now regret 
my impractical, impul-
sive, highly emotional, 
overly dramatic fit of 

"Pitch Perfect 2" rage. 
We're approaching 
thunderstorm season, 
and I might need my 
flashlights during the 
impending power out-
ages. 

What's even sadder 
is I actually was a little 
excited when I noticed 
"Pitch Perfect 3" was 
on last week. I never 
knew there was a "Pitch 
Perfect 3." The Barden 
Bellas are reuniting? 
Overseas? For a USO 
benefit? I'm so there. 
Count me in. I wonder 
if Becca will show up? 

With no sports on 
TV right now, I need 
something to cheer 

about. I need some kind 
of competition to watch 
and some "team" to root 
for. 

I know, I so need 
help.

Enough of my men-
tal issues at the mo-
ment. 

When I'm not writ-
ing a column or quaran-
tining myself, I actually 
have an "essential" job 
out in the real world. I 
know, I can hear all of 
you saying in unison -- 
"Really?" 

Yes, really. 
And I must say, it's 

extremely odd driving 
the local freeways and 
roads each and every 
night in relative isola-
tion. And as someone 
who has to drive all 
over Washtenaw Coun-
ty every night, it's nice 
seeing the substantial 
drop in gas prices late-

ly. I never knew putting 
$20 of gas in my tank 
could get me so far. 
Imagine that...

The one drawback 
-- or is it a positive? -- 
I haven't decided yet 
-- is that on the local 
freeways there basi-
cally seems to be no 
speed limit. It's condi-

The "no speed limit" German autobahn is sim-
ilar to local freeways in amount of traffic and 

fast cars during the quarantine.

If anyone out there 
has an extra flash-

light, this columnist 
could use one.

 continued on page 6
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 20-928 Location: 400 block of Antique Court

Date: April 3, 2020 Time: 1:15 am

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol of-
ficers responded 
to the 400 block of 
Antique Court lo-
cate in the Fairways 
Subdivision for the 
report of a mali-
cious destruction of 
property complaint 
in progress involv-
ing the damaging of 
multiple mailboxes. 
The complainant ad-

vised that she heard 
lots of loud banging 
and discovered her 
mailbox had been 
damaged. The com-
plainant said that 
she could see two 
male suspects walk-
ing down the road. 
Upon arrival the 
officers located the 
suspects in question 
and when the sus-
pects saw the offi-
cer pull up the took 

off on foot between 
some neighboring 
houses. The officer 
gave chase however, 
lost track of them 
and was unable to 
find them. The case 
remains open pend-
ing some further in-
vestigation regard-
ing some potential 
suspects and further 
review of nearby 
surveillance footage 
in the area.

 ➢ continued from page 5

Incident #: 20-938 Location: 1500 block of South Main Street

Date: April 4, 2020 Time: 3:35 pm

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol offi-
cers responded to 
the 1500 block of 
South Main Street 
for the report of a 
former employee 
who had been fired 
recently and was re-
fusing to leave the 
property. The sus-

pect a 27-year-old 
Grass Lake man was 
served with a for-
mal trespass notice 
3 weeks ago. This or-
der prohibited him 
from coming on to 
the property for a 
period of one year. 
After the officers 
made contact with 
the suspect, he still 

refused to leave the 
premises. The offi-
cers stood by until 
the subject eventu-
ally decided to leave 
the property. The 
case was submitted 
to the Washtenaw 
County Prosecutor’s 
Office for review on 
a charge of trespass-
ing.

their enemy to know 
they were weakened 
from fighting disease 
on the home front. 
Politics and spin ar-
en’t new. 

The Spanish Flu 
spread rapidly in 1918. 
It came in three waves 
with the second wave 
being the deadliest, 
probably because the 
virus was mutating 
along the way. There 
was a third wave that 
was less deadly than 
the second. Research-
ers believe the virus 
reversed the viru-
lence of its mutations. 
Viruses can do that 
if they become too 
deadly. They don’t 
want to kill their hosts 
too quickly because 
they need the host to 
survive. 

Spanish Flu spread 
quickly through mil-
itary encampments, 
displacement camps 
and the over-crowded 
tenements in major 
cities across the globe. 
In the U.S. many of 
those tenements were 
packed with the des-
titute (think Gangs 
of New York).  Many 
deaths are believed to 
have been secondary 
pneumonia – both 
viral and secondary 
bacterial pneumo-
nia. It is interesting to 
note, the Spanish Flu 
was an H1N1 virus, as 
are many modern-day 
influenzas. 

While there are 
epidemiologic simi-
larities between the 
1918 pandemic and 
Covid-19 (a very basic 
definition of epidemi-
ology is the study of 
frequency and spread 
of disease) there is no 
reason to assume the 
outcome will rival the 
Spanish Flu in spite of 
sensationalizing me-
dia. Two major things 

Lessons 
from the 

Spanish Flu
 ➢ continued from page 1 contribute to our 

likely ability to pre-
vail over COVID-19. 
Health and wealth. 

Population health 
is much improved. 
Utilities like running 
water and sewage 
treatment (including 
proper disposal of 
sewage) were spotty 
or even non-existent 
in 1918. Militaries 
across the globe bil-
leted in camps and 
barracks we would 
consider squalid, to-
day. Interventions to 
prevent the spread of 
bacteria and viruses 
were not widely un-
derstood. Many peo-
ple went days without 
washing, even their 
hands. And there was 
no way to spread the 
word to keep your 
distance.

In 1918 most of 
the world’s people 
were poor. Just since 
1990 the global, ex-
treme poverty rate has 
been reduced from 
36% of the population 
to less than 10%. That 
means we have sig-
nificantly more clean 
hospitals, superior 
medical equipment 
(albeit slow in com-
ing), antibiotics for 
secondary bacterial 
infections, extraor-
dinary communica-
tion channels, and 
well-educated medi-
cal staff. In the U.S. we 

have world-renown, 
highly educated ex-
perts – some we are 
getting to know like 
Doctors Fauci and 
Birx – but thousands 
of others work behind 
the scenes. All these 
facilities, medicines, 
communications and 
educated people exist 
because poverty is no 
longer prevalent.  

We can’t put our 
heads in the sand. 
This is serious and 
there will be illness 
and death. Especially 
in high-density com-
munities. Health care 
systems in many plac-
es will be strained. But 
we are well-equipped 
to curtail COVID-19 
in ways they couldn’t 
in 1918. I find this 
heartening. 

In 1918 we learned 
a lot about how pan-
demics work. Those 
lessons will save mil-
lions of lives this 
time around. We will 
learn a lot from the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic, too. And because 
of strides in health 
and wealth, we are 
learning quickly, on 
the fly. Every day the 
upside information 
increases and informs 
next steps. I’m glad 
I’m alive for this cen-
tury’s pandemic, and 
not the last.

tions I would imagine 
the German Autobahn 
being like, speed-wise 
and traffic-wise. With 
mainly light truck traf-
fic in the right lane, the 
left lane is a free-for-all. 
And once the freeways 
open up to three or four 
lanes in some places, 
look out. I mean, the 
freeways around here 
are always filled with 
speeders, but since the 
quarantine, there is 
definitely a different 
vibe out on our local 
roads. With the unusu-
al amount of space and 
lack of traffic, however, 
I've actually felt safer 
in my vehicle, despite 
the much-higher than 
average speeds of most 
drivers. 

I want the quaran-
tine to end. I want to go 
back to normal, whatev-
er that actually means. I 
want to complain about 
the Tigers and how they 
should've never let Jus-
tin Verlander go to an-
other team. I want to 
see if Tom Brady can 

ON THE SIDELINE:
"PITCH PERFECT," FLASHLIGHTS, GERMAN AUTOBAHN AND QUARANTINE

turn the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers into a Su-
per Bowl contender or 
if the G.O.A.T. was just 
part of the "system" in 
New England. 

I want gas prices to 
continue dropping and 
the freeways to remain 
basically empty of traf-
fic. Heck, I don't even 
mind the speeders as 
much anymore. 

But more than any-
thing, I want to watch 
"Pitch Perfect" -- the 
first movie. I've never 
seen it. I need to know 
how it all started. Why 
did Becca decide to join 
the Bellas? She always 

seems to loathe being in 
the group. It's so weird...

Wait...what? 
Did I just say that? 
No, say it ain't so. 
I will heretofore be 

turning in my "Man 
Card" as of tomorrow. 

No seriously, does 
anyone know when 
the first "Pitch Perfect" 
movie will be on TV? 

I'm asking for a 
friend. 

Day 23 of quaran-
tine. 

I need help. 
I need a flashlight.
"When tomorrow 

comes
I'll be on my own..."

The movie "Pitch Perfect 2" has been the 
bane of this columnist's existence during the 

quarantine.
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One of the great-
est Detroit Tigers that 
ever played the game 
of baseball in my life-
time has passed away.

Al Kaline died at 
the age of 85 on April 
6. He was drafted by 
the Tigers just out of 
high school and he be-
gan his career in the 
majors at the tender 
age of 18.

He was voted into 
the Major League Hall 
of Fame in 1980 on his 
first ballot. Kaline fin-
ished with 3,006 hits. 
He was known for his 
bat as well as the rifle 
of an arm he displayed 
from right field. Two 
years into his long ca-
reer he won the bat-
ting championship.

In 1968 the Tigers 
won the World Series 
against the St. Louis 
Cardinals. Kaline was 
a big part of that win.

Two other great 
Tigers were Ty Cobb 
and Hank Greenberg.

No. 6 will be 
missed

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

I was able to meet 
him on two separate 
occasions. The first 
was to get an auto-
graph from him at a 
baseball card show. 
The same ball would 
have Hank Aaron and 
Mickey Mantle’s au-
tographs on it. Quite 
impressive for a young 
collector.

He was a nice per-
son with a smile who 
seemed to be having 
fun.

At the ground 
breaking for Comeri-
ca Park I was working 
as a reporter and I got 
to interview Al Ka-
line and Ernie Harrell. 
Both were very nice 
and it was exciting to 
talk to them and get 
quotes for my article.

Kaline or “Mr. Ti-
ger” as his nickname 
suggested, was base-
ball and he was De-
troit.

Growing up I 
heard rumors he lived 
in Southgate. People 
would come to his 

house and ask for au-
tographs during din-
ner. Kaline being the 
gentleman he was, was 
always happy to give 
them what they want-
ed.

He was my dad’s 
favorite Tiger. We 
might not have loved 
him as an announcer 
with George Kell but 
he certainly always got 
us talking and yelling 
at the screen.

It seems hard to 
believe he is gone and 
the baseball season is 
delayed. It also seems 
hard to believe what is 
going on in the world.

Some of the great 
Tigers played with 
him like Norm Cash, 
Gates Brown, Willie 
Horton, Mickey Stan-
ley, Bill Freeman, Jim 
Price, Denny McClain 
and Mickey Lolich. 
Who could forget the 
skipper Mayo Smith.

God Bless the Al 
Kaline family and God 
Bless us all.

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

has been conducting 
a series of short inter-
views with Chelsea Res-
idents and will continue 
to publish them for the 
period of one year. We 
have enjoyed learning 
about the differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity and hope you have 
as well.   Stay tuned and 
follow us each week – 
we look forward to in-
troducing you to more 
Chelsea Individuals in 
the future weeks-  it 
may just  be YOU!  This 
week we introduce you 
to Aubree Shemwell!

What is your pro-
fession and for how 
long?

A mortgage broker 
for 25+ years.

Your family mem-
bers: 

My children, Chey-
enne, Travis, Thomas, 
Jonathan and partner 
Chris Tarasow and step 
children Mikey and 
Maggie Tarasow.

People think of me 
as:  Organized but the 
truth is I have piles of 
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chaos on my desk
When did you 

move to Chelsea? 
Where did you live 
prior to this? 

We moved to Chel-
sea in 1988 when my 
mother re-married and 
relocated. I am origi-
nally from West Palm 
Beach, Florida.

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live? 

Chelsea is an eclec-
tic community full 
of unique and quaint 
shops. It gives me a 
good feeling when 
driving through our 
little downtown. I love 
that I can drive to work, 
to my kid’s school, the 
store, and back home 
all in a few minutes. I 
love how the commu-
nity of Chelsea and the 
schools all play positive 
and supportive roles in 
my family’s lives. 

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would it 
be? 

I definitely plan to 
retire (or second home) 
on the ocean. There’s 
something so peaceful 
and calming to hear the 
sound of the ocean.

What three words 
describe your style? 

Conservative, com-
fortable and warm.

As you think about 
the home in which 
you grew up, what ele-

ments did you like and 
do you think you have 
incorporated some 
of them in your own 
home?

I try to make my 
home comfortable and 
inviting. I’m not sure 
if I took that from my 
parent’s home but defi-
nitely my Nana’s home, 
which I loved to visit.

What is one trend 
in design you do NOT 
like? 

While I’m often in-
trigued of the shiplap 
and distressed furni-
ture look, it’s just not a 
style I like in my own 
home. I also do not care 
for the modern Euro-
pean furnishing look. 

Have you ever built 
a new home or remod-
eled an existing one? 

Yes, twice.
What is the one 

biggest interior de-
sign issue you struggle 
with? 

I struggle with the 
flow of colors and fur-
niture from room to 
room, as well as where 
to hang art work, etc. 
While I have a certain 
idea of how I want my 
home to look, it is a 
slowly evolving pro-
cess.  One day, it would 
be nice to complete an 
entire room (or house) 
at one time. 

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 

design of your home - 
if so, what did you find 
most helpful?

Design is not my 
forte. In light of that, I 
value Kitty’s opinion on 
everything design, such 
as  colors, the location 
of furniture, and where 
to hang art work, etc.

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use? Please give 
any explanation as 
well

We have an open 
kitchen-dining-family 
room. It is where we 
watch TV, get warm by 
the fireplace, eat, play 
family games, and have 

family movie nights.  
If you were moving 

and could only pick 
one item from your 
home to keep, which 
would it be and why? 

Besides my kids 
and their treasure box-
es.....I'm not really at-
tached to my furniture 
or belongings I'd have 
to say the big leath-
er chair. Is very cozy 
and elegant looking so 
I would keep that for 
my next home’s design 
inspiration. Leather 
couches may not be 
cozy to all but they re-
mind me of my Nana 
and Grandpa's house. 
It’s such a comfortable 
and cozy feeling. This is 
where I love to sit and 
read.

No room is com-
plete without: 

A comfy chair and 
an ottoman!!!!!

I tend to be:  a Col-
lector of things, not a 
minimalist

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie:
I have too many to 

count....Hidden Fig-
ures, Shawshank Re-
demption just to name 
a few.

Historical Place 
You Have Visited:

St. Andrews in 
Scotland 

Scent:
Cinnamon and 

spice
Song, Artist or 

style of Music:
Old school: Steve 

Miller Band, Van Mor-
rison, Queen, Eagles, 
Rod Stewart, Sting, Eric 
Clapton

Food:
Ice-cream
Travel Destination 

On Your Bucket List:
Italy, Croatia and 

Spain
Things to Collect:
Playing cards and 

magnets to the places 
we have visited

Color:
It depends on the 

items....but usual-
ly warmer colors like 
shades of burgundy, 
blues, blacks.

Favorite Design 
Style:

Elegant but warm 
(not glass or metal)

Hobbies:
Time with my kids 

and reading
Pets?
No thanks!
Kitty’s note:  I have 

known Aubree for a 
long time now, our boys 
became friends back in 
kindergarten. Aubree, 
even though she says 
she isn’t - is one of the 
most organized and ef-
ficient women I know 
with a giving heart and 
helpful attitude. She is a 
hard worker and a lov-
ing, involved mother. 


