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PALMER AUTO SERVICE 
CELEBRATES 11TH 

ANNIVERSARY

The Chelsea Cham-
ber of Commerce host-
ed a Board of Educa-
tion Candidate Forum 
last Thursday evening 
over Zoom to give 
residents the oppor-
tunity to get to know 
the people running for 
the Board of education 
seats.  Each candidate 
had the opportunity to 
answer eight questions 

Chelsea School Board Candidate 
Forum: Hosted by Chelsea Area 

Chamber of Commerce
and introduce them-
selves.   Candidates 
rotated the order in 
which they answered 
questions.  Four candi-
dates are vying for two 
open positions.  Two 
of the candidates are 
incumbents.  

The first question 
and opportunity to 
speak was a candidate 
introduction and an-
swering why the can-
didate decided to run.

Eric Wilkinson:  
He has three boys in 
the district and he’s 
running to help do his 
part to better the com-
munity and the future 
of his three boys.  He 
has the skills and ex-
perience to lead well.  
He is particularly in-
terested in how to get 
the kids back to school 
full-time as safely as 
possible and is con-
cerned that maybe 

we are falling short of 
meeting the needs of 
some families.   He’s 
also thinking about 
how to ensure Chelsea 
is a safe welcoming en-
vironment for all stu-
dents. 

Mark VanDeWege:  
Mark has two children 
and would like to give 
back to the communi-
ty.  He was diagnosed 
with cancer last Fall 

The Bulldogs came 
away with a big win 
last week.

CHELSEA DROPS INDIANS

Fumble recovery by Dylan Dollinger. Photos By Pamela Kemp.
Chelsea beat Te-

cumseh 53-6.
Bulldog coach 

Josh Lucas was 
pleased with the win.

Offensive lead-
ers were Trenton Hill 
with 132 yards and 2 
TDS, Joe Taylor with 
2 Rec TDS, and AJ 

Tokarski 85 Yards 2 
TDS.

Defensive stars 
were Corbin Steele 
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From D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Palmer Auto Ser-
vice, a full-service, fam-
ily-owned and operated 
auto repair service in 
Chelsea, Michigan, cel-
ebrates 11 years in busi-
ness. 

"A huge thank 
you to the community 
for their support over 
the past eleven years. 
Each passing year has 
brought a sense of ac-
complishment, and 
without our customer's 
confidence in our ser-
vices, this would not be 
possible," said Robert 
(Bob) Mock, Jr, Owner 
of Palmer Auto Service. 

One of the "under 
the radar" stories of 
Chelsea is the evolution 
of Palmer Auto Ser-
vice. Bob Mock started 
working at Village Mo-
tor Sales in1983 at the 
age of 16, washing cars. 

PALMER AUTO SERVICE 
CELEBRATES 11TH 

ANNIVERSARY
After he graduated from 
Chelsea High School, 
he attended Chrysler 
auto repair training. In 
1999 he joined Palmer 
Ford-Mercury, working 
there until he acquired 
the company in 2009 
and opened Palmer 
Auto Service. Bob is 
proud to be born and 
raised in Chelsea and to 
operate a family busi-
ness in the City. 

While Palmer Auto 
Service pays tribute to 
the community's histo-
ry, the company contin-
uously moves forward, 
always training and us-
ing the latest technolog-
ical tools and advances. 
Palmer Auto Service 
provides a multi-point 
vehicle inspection to 
ensure that customers 
see and understand 
what repairs need to 
happen and why. They 
also use a "Digital 
Shop" smartphone app, 

which allows Service 
Advisors to efficiently 
communicate with cus-
tomers throughout the 
service process. Tech-
nicians are experts in 
vehicle repair and are 
continually trained on 
the latest vehicles and 
equipment.

Palmer's culture is 
all about maintaining 
cars for long life, fo-
cusing on timely and 
quality service. Their 
staff takes the time to 

learn about customers 
and strive to provide 
customers with the 
best value. Mock and 
his Service Manager, 
Bryan Flaws, share the 
satisfaction that comes 
with finding the best 
solution for their cus-
tomers. Together, they 
are on a mission to 
improve their service 
offerings with the best 
new technologies and 
are always creating an 
atmosphere of quality 

service, integrity, and 
respect.

Bob Mock feels a 
sense of achievement 
from the maintenance 
and growth of the ser-
vice part of Palmer 
Ford-Mercury Dealer-
ship. "It is a legacy that I 
will pass on to my fami-
ly," he said. Bob's father, 
who celebrates his 80th 

birthday this month, 
his son-in-law and two 
sons also work at Palm-
er Auto Service. 

To learn more 
about Palmer Auto Ser-
vice, follow them on 
Facebook or online at 
www.palmerautoser-
vice.net.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
with 8 Tackles, Tyler 
Valik with 6 Tackles, 
Jack Cavanaugh with 
INT, and Brandon 
Synder 75 Fumble 
Rec TD.

Special teams 
were Joe Taylor with a 
95 yard kickoff return 

CHELSEA 
DROPS 

INDIANS

AJ Tokarski (23) with the touchdown run.

for a TD.
“We were able to 

play everyone in the 
game,” Lucas said. 
“We executed on 
both sides of the ball 
and it was really awe-
some to see our back-
up guys get a ton of 
reps and execute  at a 

high level.”
Next opponent is 

at Monroe tonight.
“Big fast and 

physical, they are 4-1 
and it will be a great 
game,” he said.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 continued on page 10

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

will be conducting 
a series of short in-
terviews with Chel-
sea Residents for 52 
weeks, bringing to 
light differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these weekly 
interviews or perhaps 
it will be YOU! Stay 
tuned and follow us 

each week – we now 
introduce you to Ka-
tie Litzinger.

What is your pro-
fession? I’ve been in 

and out of Banking 
my entire working 
career which totals 
about 15 years. I love 
banking and getting 

to know my custom-
ers. I also do a little 
photography on the 
side since I got my 
degree in 2000.

Your family 
members:  I have a 
son, Ethan and a dog 
named Kallie. 

People think of 
me as: Chrissy, but 
really I am Katie. It 
happens almost every 
day as I have an iden-
tical twin sister!

When did you 
move to Chelsea?  I 
grew up in Chel-
sea. I then moved to 
Brighton in 2002 and 
moved back to Chel-
sea in 2016.

What do you love 
about where you 
currently live?  I cur-
rently live in a condo-
minium in Chelsea. 
I chose these condos 
because of how new 
and updated they 
are, the location, and 

mainly because of the 
pool, which I hope to 
use next year!  I love 
the community of 
Chelsea!

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be?  Southern Cal-
ifornia, like LA or 
Orange County area.  
We almost moved to 
Rancho Cucamonga 
at one point and have 
been interested in the 
climate there.

What three 
words describe your 
style?  Modern. Con-
temporary. Minimal-
ist.

As you think 
about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have in-
corporated some of 
them in your own 
home?  

The decor in the 
home I grew up in is 
nothing like what my 
style is today. Howev-
er, I love the fact that 

my childhood home 
was a “home” in the 
sense of a loving fam-
ily unit, but as far as 
influencing my decor 
choices......let’s just 
say there is no resem-
blance at all.

What are you 
most inspired by in 
your design/decor?  I 
love modern, updated 
decor. I like simple, 
yet classy styles.

When entering 
your home, how do 
you want it to feel? 
I hope visitors feel 
warm and welcome, 
but also notice a 
bright, airy and open 
feeling.  I will also add 
I hope the environ-
ment invokes the feel-
ings of  being classy 
and stylish.

What is one 
trend in design you 
do NOT like?  I don’t 
really like the rustic/
farmhouse style.

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an exist-

Katie Litzinger.
Photos Courtesy of Katie Litzinger.
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From Robin Hills 
Farm

Halloween doesn't 
have to be canceled 
this year! Join us for 
a wonderful evening 
of live music, dinner 
from Fortune Cook-
ing Food Truck, and 
of course--HALLOW-
EEN ACTIVITIES!

This Hallow-eve, 
we are having an awe-
some night of live mu-
sic, eats from Fortune 

Robin Hills Trick or 
Treat Halloween Event

Cooking Food Truck, 
and Halloween fes-
tivities. Costumes are 
highly encouraged!

Order your presale 
tickets for $8 today! 
Tickets will be on sale 
at the door for $10.

Hayrides ride out 
to the designated trick 
or treat area every 30 
minutes.

Regular bar ser-
vice will also be avail-
able. Can't wait for a 

fun, socially distanced 
Halloween event! 

For tickets vis-
it: https://www.face-
b o o k . c o m / R o b i n -
HillsFarm/ and click 
on the event.
Event Date and 
Time: Fri, October 
30, 2020
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Location: Robin Hills 
Farm
20390 Michigan 52
Chelsea, MI 48118

and was very inspired 
by the Chelsea stu-
dents marching this 
summer.  He saw the 
response of some and 
the police officers.  He 
wanted to stand up 
for what’s right, race, 
orientation, religion. 
When he was fighting 
cancer, his neighbors 
provided a lot of sup-
port to his family.  He 
believes in loving your 
neighbor as you love 
yourself.  His neigh-
bors helped take care 
of his kids and he 
would like to do the 
same.

Tammy Lehman:   
Tammy is up for 
re-election.  She wants 
to continue to be a fair 
impartial voice for all 
members of the com-
munity.  She is run-
ning for re-election 
because she is on the 
bond committee.  She 
has done the research 
and is well acquainted 
with what needs to be 
done.  She’d like to see 
the work she’s already 
done completed. 

Dana Durst:  Dana 
is also up for re-elec-
tion.  She is running 
again because she 
cares about the schools 
and the people in the 
schools.  When her 
children were young-
er, she was regularly 
very involved and at 
the schools.  But as her 
children grew older the 
opportunities to help 
became more limited.  
That’s when she decid-
ed to run the first time. 
She would love to keep 
serving.  

Question One: 
What is the role of a 
BOE member?

Mark VanDewege:  
A BOE member is act-
ing on behalf of tax-
payers to ensure the 
students receive the 
best education and 
have excellent facili-
ties.  A board member 
needs to be a good lis-
tener, be in commu-
nication with students 
and teachers. Mark 
wants to work for and 
advocate for the men-
tal health students.  
He’s looking forward 
to a diversity of opin-
ions and his agenda is 
to do what is best for 
the kids.

Tammy Lehman: 
The role is mainly to 
educate students, pro-
tect the safety and 
welfare of students, 
hiring, negotiating 
contracts, setting bud-
gets, curriculum, and 
courses.  Tammy stat-
ed she is very visible 
in the community 
and stakeholders have 
ample opportunity to 
voice concerns to her.  
She’s acted as treasur-
er, V.P.  Tammy stated 
that her relationship 
with the community is 

Chelsea School Board 
Candidate Forum: 

Hosted by Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Commerce

a strength for a board 
member.  

Dana Durst:  Set-
ting goals, designating 
and evaluating the su-
perintendent, review 
curriculum, and adopt 
policy, work to deter-
mine facility needs.  
Her strengths are that 
she’s caring, a great lis-
tener, and positive.  

Eric Wilkinson: 
Stated his responsibil-
ity is to serve as your 
representative, setting 
board goals and direc-
tion for the district, set 
budget, accountabil-
ity, and oversite.  The 
characteristics of a 
good leader; 1. Open 
to hearing concerns, 2. 
Good steward of fund-
ing, 3. Use the best 
judgment.  He add-
ed that he believes it’s 
useful to have different 
views to come to the 
best direction for the 
community.  

Question Two: 
The average tenure for 
a superintendent is 
about two years. How 
can you help to keep a 
good superintendent 
in the district?

Tammy Lehman:  
Was a part of the hir-
ing process for the cur-
rent superintendent 
and she’s been here 
more than two years.  
Provide her with the 
tools she needs to suc-
ceed, be supportive 
and evaluate metrics 
and scores.  

Dana Durst:  We’re 
fortunate to have had 
the current superin-
tendent longer.  Dana 
spends a lot of time 
with her to ensure 
an efficient, effective 
working relationship.  
When they differ on 
opinions, Dana focus-
es on working on the 
relationship.  

Eric Wilkinson: 
Work together, pro-
vide clear goals and 
direction, flexibility 
to allow the superin-
tendent to develop a 
plan and provide the 
resources she needs for 
success.  The board is 
accountable to the dis-
trict and she’s account-
able to the board. 

Mark VanDeWege: 
Critically think about 
lives, facility changes, 
ask questions.  Open 
communication will 
facilitate working hand 
in hand. 

Question Three: 
Students have rights 
based on the law.  How 
will you, as a board 
member create poli-
cy to protect religious 
freedom in school? 

Dana Durst:  I care 
about all students as 
individuals, and the 
role of the board is to 
provide a safe envi-
ronment for students.  
Dana will be a part of 
the action to help all 
students. 

Eric Wilkinson: 
His job is to provide a 
safe welcoming envi-
ronment so students 
can learn  All students 
no matter the religion 
or background.  He is 
open to feedback with 
policy and goals.  

Mark VanDeWege:  
As a public entity we 
can’t sanction or pro-
mote a specific reli-
gion.  Religion is a 
valuable part of a stu-
dent’s life.  He will en-
sure people of all reli-
gions have equal access 
to facilities.

Tammy Lehman: 
The main function of 
the board is to provide 
the safety and welfare 
of all students.  Each 
student should have 
the opportunity to ex-
press themself. 

Question Four: 
What is going well with 
the district during this 
pandemic?

Eric Wilkinson: 
Thanks to the board 
and the investments 
made to technology, 
specifically devices for 
students.  The teach-
ers and administration 
have worked hard to 
adjust to rule changes 
to create a plan.   The 
board and administra-
tion have done a good 
job setting foundations 
for the future. The pan-
demic has shown us 
there are opportunities 
to educate children in 
a different way.  

Mark VanDeWege: 
He did not know what 
to expect and is very 
pleased with the clear 
plan, steps, and crite-
ria.  He appreciates the 
flexibility offered, to 
go fully virtual is the 
option that works best 
for his family, but not 
every family.  

Tammy Lehman: 
Investments in tech-
nology over the last 
ten years was critical.  
But not every area has 
access to the internet 
providing hot spot lo-
cations and offering 
hot spots to families.  
She’s not going to pre-
tend this is easy.  The 
administration did 
the best they could.  It 
opened eyes for fami-
lies’ options and choic-
es. 

Dana Durst: In-
credible people doing 
incredible things.  The 
task force, administra-
tion and staff, students, 
and families.  Not one 
size fits all, is great.

Question Five: 
Bullying continues to 
be an issue in schools, 
how will you address 
the issue? 

Mark VanDeWege:  
He’s heard too many 
stories of families and 
students speaking 
about bullying to the 
board, and city coun-
cil.  We need to get 
data to learn the na-

ture of what is happen-
ing so we can address 
the issue.  There needs 
to be a way for other 
students to report bul-
lying so teachers can 
intervene.  Mark likes 
restorative justice be-
cause the bullies are 
also children and are 
still developing. 

Tammy Lehman: 
At the board level we 
have a zero-tolerance 
policy.  If we aren’t 
aware of it we can’t fix 
it. Some students need 
severe consequences.  
We need to have a tool 
to report anonymous-
ly, follow-through, and 
do better. 

Dana Durst:  Zero 
tolerance and restor-
ative justice, no one 
size fits all.  Teachers 
and administration 
promote the culture 
but don’t always have 
the answer.  Follow the 
chain of command. 

Eric Wilkinson:  
1st priority is a safe en-
vironment.  If a child 
is scared they can’t 
learn.  A lot of the bul-
lying happens outside 
of school.  We need to 
have data and the abil-
ity to report actions.  
The bully, we have a re-
sponsibility to educate 
and prepare them for 
the world too.  A safe 
environment is first 
and foremost. 

Question Six: Do 
you agree racism in 
all forms should be 
stopped?  What is your 
opinion regarding the 
confederate flag being 
permitted on student 
clothing?

Tammy Lehman: 
There are symbols in 
history that people 
get an attachment to.  
I never thought there 
was a racism problem.  
I was not aware of that.  
But we should look at 
that policy. 

Dana Durst: Yes, 
racism should be 
stopped. I didn’t know 
that Confederate flags 
could be worn on 
clothing.  I’m interest-
ed in student and com-

munity perspective.  I 
don’t feel I have the 
right to tell someone 
what to wear but it’s 
not appropriate.  

Eric Wilkinson: No 
to racism. We should 
focus on policies to 
help students function 
in society, models of 
correct behavior.  How 
to foster an environ-
ment where the right 
behavior is modeled.

Mark VanDe-
Wege:  Racism needs 
to stop.  It’s present in 
our schools, students 
are harassed and in-
timidated.  Some see 
it as being proud of 
Southern Heritage, we 
should help students 
see the bigger context 
for others.  It’s a sym-
bol of intimidation 
and slavery.  A time to 
educate that cultural-
ly, it means something 
else.  Students of color 
might not feel safe if a 
symbol of oppression 
is worn.  

Question Seven: 
Effective communica-
tion is a critical lead-
ership skill, especially 
for those that have dif-
ferent opinions.  How 
will you communicate 
effectively?

Dana Durst: She’s 
approachable.  She 
does not have social 
media because she 
represents herself, not 
the whole board.  She’s 
looking for others to 
reach a decision and is 
open to suggestions. 

Eric Wilkinson: 
Open to hearing sug-
gestions from the com-
munity.  Each board 
member must be open 
to hear concerns and 
hear from parents, stu-
dents, and teachers.  

Mark VanDeWege:  
I  will represent the 
entire community, it’s 
very important.  I will 
talk to as many people 
as possible, and be in-
volved with teachers.  
I look to be proactive, 
reach out to others, 
and learn that way. 

Tammy Lehman:  
I have an active Face-

book page, I’m not the 
voice of the board. I 
post agenda items and 
informational things, 
not opinions.  I attend 
a lot of events.  All of 
us do a good job to be 
out in the communi-
ty and get a gauge of 
what’s working and 
what’s not. 

Final comments:
Dana Durst: my 

kids are in high school, 
giving me a different 
perspective.  I hope 
to continue to serve 
and keep improving 
and advocate for all 
the people that make 
Chelsea Schools in-
credible. 

Tammy Lehman: 
She hopes to finish 
her work on the bond 
committee and infra-
structure, providing 
quality education to 
students, to serve the 
district, to listen, have 
compassion, be an 
impartial voice.  She 
added, in case she did 
not cover in a previous 
question, that she aims 
to discourage bias and 
all forms of racism. 

Mark VanDeWege:   
Chelsea is a wonderful 
place with wonderful 
students.  He believes 
diversity is enrich-
ing. And would like to 
measure and address 
bullying and be trans-
parent about what we 
learn and the steps we 
take.  

Eric Wilkinson: 
Hopes to earn your 
vote, open to hearing 
concerns and needs 
for your kids and other 
kids in the communi-
ty.  He will be a stew-
ard for taxpayer funds 
in a way that’s best for 
education. He will be 
prepared for the meet-
ings.  If he earns your 
vote this year, he will 
help Chelsea continue 
to be a great place to 
get an education.  

The forum closed 
with a much better 
idea of who the can-
didates are and what 
each stands for.
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Disclaimer: All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year. All prices include GM 
employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2015 or newer GM or Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all 
units will qualify. Prices are good through 10/31/2020. Pictures may not be actual vehicle. Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer 
inventory By 10/31/2020. See dealer for more details.

©2020 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2020 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$419 / 36/ $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000miles.

Stk. #K08442

2020 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$339/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08429

2020 XT5 FWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$349/ 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08465

2020 CT5

$379 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. #  K08272

2020 CT4 PREMIUM 
LUXURY

$339 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08464
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
GIBSON GUITARS, NUT-GATHERERS, 

HEIGHTS AND TODAY YEARS OLD

CHELSEA 
BULLDOGS 
SPORTS 

SCHEDULES
*Note: Dates and Times 

May Change*

Boys Varsity Football
10/23/20 7:00pm (A) vs Monroe HS

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country

10/31/20 TBA vs TBD Regionals at Lake 
Erie Metropark

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country 

10/31/20 TBA vs TBD Regionals at Lake 
Erie Metropark

Girls Varsity 
Swimming & Diving

0/30/20 12:00pm (H) vs TBA SEC White 
Invitational at Chelsea

10/31/20 12:00pm (H) vs TBA SEC 
White Invitational at Chelsea 

Girls Varsity 
Volleyball

10/24/20 9:00am (A) vs Dexter HS
10/27/20 TBA (H) vs TBD SEC 

Positional Crossover

 continued on page 9

CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS 
SWIMMING & DIVING

Bulldogs Head 
Down Final Stretch

The swim and dive 
team traveled to Lin-
coln High School on 
October 15 for anoth-
er divisional matchup 
and emerged with the 
99-76 win.  The Bull-
dogs are now 4-3 over-
all, and 4-1 in the SEC 

BULLDOGS HEAD DOWN 
FINAL STRETCH

White.  “With the al-
ready shortened season 
winding down in the 
next couple of weeks, 
it’s imperative that the 
girls place a high val-
ue on every chance to 
race.” noted head coach 
Andrew Thomson pri-
or to the meet.  “When 
this season wraps up, 

we will have had about 
half as many meets as 
normal.  That’s half the 
normal chances that 
the athletes get to com-
pete and improve their 
times.  That makes 
each time they get on 
the block or the board 
that much more im-
portant.”

The Bulldogs be-
gan the meet in the 200 
medley relay taking 
second and third over-
all.  The team of Hannah 
Harmes, Amelia Chris-
tie, Emma Zachrich, 
and Amanda Dosey 
touched in 2:20.82 
and the team of Isa-

Slash of Guns N' 
Roses fame plays a 

Gibson guitar. Gibson 
Guitar Company 
was founded in 

Kalamazoo.
It seems I learn 

something new every 
week. 

Every time I 
think I know it all, 
life laughs at me and 
throws a curve ball 
my way or provides a 
new nugget of knowl-
edge to humble and 
unbalance me, which 
in essence, actually 
centers me. 

Strange how that 
works. 

As the kids say, I 
was "today years old" 
when I found out re-
cently, much to my 
amazement, that the 
legendary Gibson 
Guitar Company was 
founded in Kalama-
zoo in 1902. For the 
next 80 years, the 
guitar company (and 
maker of the Les Paul 
guitar) made guitars 
for musicians such 
as Slash (Guns N' 
Roses), Jimmy Page 
(Led Zeppelin), Billy 
Gibbons (ZZ Top), 
Ace Frehley (KISS), 
Angus Young (AC/
DC) and a list of oth-
er rock n roll legends 
too long to mention, 
right there in good, 
ole Kalamazoo. The 
original Gibson Gui-
tar Company factory 
building still stands 
in Kalamazoo, as does 
the iconic smoke-
stack with the Gib-
son name running up 
and down its length. I 

know where I'm visit-
ing next summer...

Legend has it, the 
real Les Paul's origi-
nal guitar design was 
initially rejected by 
the Gibson Guitar 
Company. Luckily, for 
musicians and music 
lovers everywhere, 
Paul and Gibson 
eventually teamed up 
to produce one of the 
most legendary and 
respected musical in-
struments ever made. 
And it happened right 
there in Kalamazoo. 

Weird.
Why have I not 

known about this in-
teresting, little fact 
my whole life? 

Also earlier this 
week, I learned a 
problem that has been 
causing me significant 
grief for many years, 
now has a solution. A 
few weeks ago I wrote 
a column waxing 
poetically about the 
bane of my existence 
which are my two gi-
ant walnut trees in 
my home's front yard. 
The walnut trees, 
though beautiful to 
look at and protec-
tive and cooling of 
my house during the 
hot spring and sum-
mer months, carpet 
bomb my house and 
front and side yards 
each and every year 
with thousands of 
baseball-sized wal-
nuts. I have strug-
gled to maintain and 
control the walnut 
onslaught for years. 
Until, that is, I re-
ceived an e-mail from 
the Chelsea Farmer's 
Supply informing me 
of a simple solution 
to my walnut prob-
lem -- a nut gatherer. 
It's a funny name, but 
apparently a very ef-
fective and practical 

solution to my long-
term yard work issue. 
I'm looking forward 
to obtaining a nut 
gatherer and finally 
being able to clear my 
lawn of the bane of 
my existence -- wal-
nuts. 

Who'd a thunk a 
solution was so sim-
ple.

I was "today years 
old" when I found 
out.

Finally, I learned 
something new 
about myself this 
week while raking 
the leaves that dom-
inate my lawn this 
time of year almost as 
much as the walnuts. 
Since owning my 
home, one of the first 
things I learned was 
I would have to get 
up on my roof each 
fall and sweep piles 
of leaves which settle 
and gather in the val-
ley of the gable area. 
I've never enjoyed 
this "tradition" I have 
to endure each year. 
Supposedly, if not 
removed, rain and 
other moisture can 
collect on the leaves 
and sit and soak my 
shingles weakening 
their strength and du-
rability. I have no idea 
if this is correct, but 
it's the one and only 
thing I remember the 
home inspector warn-
ing me about when 
I bought the house. 
So, every year, I climb 
the ladder and walk 
up on my roof and 
clear the "valleys" of 
leaves that drop from 
my walnut tree over-
hanging my home. 
Normally, being up 
on the sloped roof 
and slippery shingles, 
doesn't bother me -- 
I just concentrate on 
the leaves and focus 

on the job at hand -- 
I try not to raise my 
head and look around 
too much at the view. 
This year, however, I 
noticed I was more 
uncomfortable than 
usual up on my roof. 
Maybe I'm getting 
smarter in my old 
age? Or more under-
standing and aware of 
the dangers? I don't 
know. All I know, is I 
ended up finishing the 
job standing on the 
top rung of the ladder 
and stretching with 
my rake to clear the 
last remaining leaves 
in the dreaded "val-
leys." I guess, maybe, 
I'm a little frightened 
by the height now? Or 
maybe I just value my 
life more? Either way, 
I was "today years old" 
when I figured out I 
might not like heights 
anymore. 

Interesting what 
you find out about 
yourself in one simple 
week. And what you, 
also, find out about a 
city not far from home 
and a contraption al-
ready available that 
can solve the bane of 
your existence. 

I learn something 
new every week.

Crazy.
I was "today years 

old..."
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

Photos By Kevin McLaughlin and Melissa Struk

Chelsea High 
School has a lot of ath-
letic talent. One such 
player is senior keeper 
and captain Connor 
McKenzie.

“My favorite  soc-
cer moment was beat-
ing Jackson Northwest 
to advance to District 
Finals,” Connor said.

His favorite class 
is Biology. His favorite 
teacher is Mr. Pedlow 
(“Mr. Pedlow is such a 
great teacher because 
he makes learning 
anything fun and en-
tertaining. I'll definite-

CONNOR LEADS ON THE FIELD

ly miss having him.”)
and his favorite 

coach is Mario Zúñiga 
Gil. “He's a fantastic 
coach, a great person 
and has done an in-
credible job moving 
the high school soccer 
program forward this 
year,” he stated.  

Goals for the fu-
ture: “I want to pursue 
a career  in Physical 
Therapy. I'm currently 
looking to attend Trine 
University and hope to 
play soccer there.”

“I have a younger 
brother Braden who 
is in the 9th grade and 
played JV soccer this 

year. He also plays 
Lacrosse and likes to 
mountain bike. He's a 
part of the new Chel-
sea Mountain Bike 
Club. My younger sis-
ter  Kate is in the 7th 
grade and plays soc-
cer for Chelsea soc-
cer club. Mario is her 
coach too.   She also 
plays volleyball, bas-
ketball and softball,” 
he explained.

Favorite soccer 
moment: “When we 
beat Tecumseh at the 
beginning  of the sea-
son this year. It was a 
hard-fought game and 
I had some good saves 

but the best part was 
the goal by Schultz 
"Niner" at the end of 
the game.” His favorite 
quote is from Schultz 
which is "Get  'er." 

“My favorite part 
of soccer has been 

building tight relation-
ships with my group of 
friends called "Syob". 
A little background on 
that...my "superpower" 
is having dyslexia and 
boys spelled backward 
is soyb. My friends all 

thought it was funny 
so it stuck.” 

Other sports he 
loves: “I love  basket-
ball too and played un-
til my Junior year but 
really wanted to focus 
on developing my soc-
cer skills so I started 
playing year round 
with the Michigan 
Wolves soccer club.”

Advice to younger 
athletes: “Learn to rely 
on your teammates. 
You can beat anyone 
playing together as 
team vs. individually.”

bella Treglia, Gabriella 
Burgess, Fiona Stoker, 
and Morgan Majeske 
posted a 2:32.66.  Bel-
la Turner led the field 
in the 200 freestyle 
(2:04.27), while Ka-
tie Leissner was run-
ner-up (2:14.98) and 
Kiera Crawley was fifth 
(2:50.57).  Riley Mona-
han finished second in 
the 200 IM (2:32.53), 
with Christie behind 
her for fourth (2:45.26) 
and Burgess in fifth 
(2:56.22).

Chelsea Paddock 
led the team in the 50 
freestyle, finishing sec-
ond (29.96).  Majeske 
came in fifth (32.46) 
and Treglia finished 
sixth (32.96).  Molly 
Jacobson continued 
her strong perfor-
mances on the diving 
board, posting her fifth 
overall win (168.60 
points), and teammate 
Amanda Dosey also 
qualified for the dive 
regional by finishing 
second (142.25 points).  
The 100 butterfly went 
the way of the Bull-
dogs, with Paddock 
taking first (1:17.06) 
and Harmes second 
(1:21.17).

The 100 freestyle 
saw Monahan touch 
second (1:01.06), 
with Dosey right be-
hind in third (1:04.72) 
and Christie in fifth 
(1:07.54).  In the 500 
freestyle, Stoker post-

BULLDOGS HEAD DOWN 
FINAL STRETCH

ed a third place fin-
ish (6:50.03), with 
Zachrich in fourth 
(6:56.22) and Treglia 
fifth (7:06.10).  The 200 
freestyle relay team 
of Leissner, Turner, 
Dosey, and Monahan 
led the field (1:49.77), 
while the team of 
Majeske, Paddock, 
Burgess, and Treglia 
earned third (2:08.85).  
The team of Snyder, 
Monsma, Crawley, and 
Stoker rounded out the 
event, finishing fourth 
(2:32.09).

Leissner touched 
second in the 100 back-
stroke (1:12.80), while 
teammate Harmes fin-
ished fourth (1:19.16), 
and Zachrich placed 
fifth (1:27.63).  Turner 
led the 100 breaststroke 
(1:13.71), with Bur-

gess in third (1:29.36), 
and teammate Snyder 
right behind in fourth 
(1:29.64).  The meet 
concluded with the 400 
free relay team of Mo-
nahan, Leissner, Chris-
tie, and Turner tak-
ing second (4:14.01).  
Finishing in third was 
the team of Paddock, 
Majeske, Harmes, and 
Zachrich (4:47.77), 
and the team of Stoker, 
Crawley, Snyder, and 
Monsma placed fourth 
(5:43.54).

The Bulldogs will 
travel to Dundee for 
non-conference action 
on October 20 before 
returning home for 
the regular season fi-
nale and senior night 
against White Division 
foe Dexter on October 
22.

2020 SEC WHITE CROSS 
COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
@ HUDSON MILLS NORTH 

COURSE
35 DEGREES CRISP CALM

Coach Swager's Com-
ments:

This was a 
high-powered, intense 
race. The SEC teams 
showed up for battle 
today. Pinckney won 
as expected, but Dexter 
put a scare into them 
with the Dread's best 
effort of the season. We 
were solid, but gave up 
a few spots in the last 
1 km to remove our 
chances of winning.

It is always our goal 
to learn something 
from each race. We will 
work on finishing that 
last portion with more 
gusto. The next couple 
weeks we face Adrian 
again, and I am excited 
to go head to head at 
the Regional level.

Individually, Con-
nor had his best race of 
the season.

He took the top 
Pinckney guys best 
shots, and came up 
just short. Our other 3 
all SEC runners (Erik, 
Bram, and Jimmy) 
need to be congratu-

lated. This is a tough 
league so it is truly an 
honor. Several JV run-
ners also, had good ef-
forts!

Thanks to the par-
ents for the food after-
wards, and to the fans 
who came out on a 
beautiful morning!

Team Scores
1 . Pinckney  47
2. Dexter  57
3. Chelsea  64
4. Adrian  76
5. Jackson  132
6. Lincoln  132
7. Tecumseh  214
Individual Overall Places ________Times

Varsity Results
3. Connell Alford  1608
8. Erik Reiber  1639
15. Bram Hartsuff  1702
18. Jimmy Alford  1713
20. Jonas Norwood  1717
21. Zebedee Swager  1718
23. Caden Faupel  1737

(47 Runners in race)
Bold = All SEC

JV Race
2. Nick Spruce  1752
3. Jackie Dell  1757
8. Misha McElrath  1838
17. Ethan Kapolka  1931
19. Colby Pfeiffer  2029
21. Grayson Eckland  2105
23. Colin Kovich  2114
24. Evan Muchler  2116
25. John Putnam  2124
35. John Muckle  2500

Seniors Honored 
at Senior Night

Chelsea Bulldogs Senior 
Cheerleaders.

Evan Eidt and his mom 
and dad.

Photos By Pamela Kemp and Chrissy Fitch
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 20-2239 Location: 800 block of N. Main Street

Date: October 13, 2020 Time: 07:55 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
an officer was advised 
to make telephone con-
tact with a complainant 
who wished to report 
that a sign from his 
yard had been stolen. 
The complainant stat-
ed that the theft had 
occurred sometime be-

tween 9:00 pm on Oc-
tober 12th and 7:55 am 
on October 13th. At the 
time of the report there 
was no suspect infor-
mation available. After 
receiving another sim-
ilar incident suspect 
information was devel-
oped. The suspects both 
17-year-old female 

residents of Chelsea 
were contacted and the 
signs and a flag were 
returned to the Chel-
sea Police Department 
at the officers’ request. 
The case remains open 
pending case review by 
the Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

 ➢ continued from page 4

Incident #: 20-2242 Location: 100 block of Madison Street

Date: October 13, 2020 Time: 10:27 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 100 
block of Madison Street 
for the report of a theft 
of a yard sign. Upon ar-
rival the complainant 
stated that he had a 
sign stolen out of his 
yard during the over-
night hours and had a 
picture of the possible 
suspect from a nearby 

surveillance camera. 
While doing some fur-
ther investigation the 
officer was alerted that 
a Snapchat posting had 
been made implicating 
two potential suspects 
in the theft. The officer 
made telephone con-
tact with one of the sus-
pects and they admit-
ted to taking the sign as 
well as a few other signs 
from area residenc-

es and a flag that was 
in a nearby yard. The 
suspects both 17-year-
old female residents of 
Chelsea were advised 
to return the stolen 
property to the Chel-
sea Police Department. 
The case remains open 
pending case review by 
the Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

Incident #: 20-2253 Location: 1200 block of S. Main Street

Date: October 14, 2020 Time: 6:11 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
an officer pulled into a 
parking lot of a busi-
ness and was flagged 
down by a person who 
appeared to be an em-
ployee of the commer-
cial property. The sub-
ject stated that he had 
been alerted by another 
customer that female 
subject had walked out 
of the entrance with a 
shopping cart full of 

items. The employee 
said that he located 
the suspect a 53- year-
old Pinckney woman 
standing by her vehicle 
loading the merchan-
dise into the vehicle. 
The complainant noted 
that none of the items 
were in bags and when 
he asked if she could 
provide a receipt, she 
stated that she could 
not. When the officer 
made contact with the 

suspect, she admitted 
that she had taken the 
groceries and did not 
pay for them. The value 
of the property totaled 
over $300.00 by the 
business. The merchan-
dise was returned to the 
store and the suspect 
was advised that the 
case would be submit-
ted to the Washtenaw 
County Prosecutor’s 
Office for review on a 
charge of retail fraud.

ing one?    I have not 
built a new home but 
have remodeled an 
existing one. It’s so 
fun to design your 
own space. The home 
in Brighton had an 
unfinished basement 
that we turned it into a 
really cool  recreation 
and gaming area.

What is the one 
biggest interior de-
sign issue you strug-
gle with? 

Fitting my stuff 
into the space in 
which I have!

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use? I would 
have to say my living 
room area since that 
is the biggest space in 
my condo and I can 
work on all my proj-
ects there. 

Name an item 
you purchased for 
your home that you 
regret buying: 

I don’t have many 
possessions because 
I am very selective in 
what I do buy, there-
fore, really I have no 
regrets.

No room is com-
plete without:    A 
meaningful photo-
graph of your family, 
friends, and or  plac-
es to which you have 

traveled. 
If you are a pet 

owner, how has that 
influenced your 
choices in design, 
if it has?   I am a pet 
owner and you can 
definitely tell that 
when you walk into 
my home. I convert-
ed an end table into a 
dog bed and she ab-
solutely loves it! I also 
made her, her very 
own armoire for all 
her clothes and acces-
sories. She is a tad bit 
spoiled.

I tend to be: Min-
imalist.

What did you 
do to pass the 
time during the 
COVID-19 State 
shutdown? I went to 
Lake Huron and Lake 
Michigan to look for 
Petoskey Stones! I 
hand sanded them, 
polished them and 
even made a few neck-
laces out of them. The 
coolest thing I did 
was I made a Petos-
key River stone table 
for the first time (with 
the help of my friends 
and YouTube.) It is 
one of my most prized 
possessions! 

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
pick one item from 
your home to keep, 

which would it be 
and why?   My Petos-
key side table!

If you were given 
$1,000 to buy a new 
piece of art, what 
would it be? 

A modern ab-
stract with bold lines 
and colors.

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie -Too 
many! Jumanji - Wel-
come to the Jungle. 
Daddy’s Home 2. 
Mamma Mia 2.

Historical Place 
You Have Visited-  
Paris 

Season-Fall
Scent - Cinna-

mon Apple 
Song, Artist 

or style of Music- 
Again, too many! 
Casting Crowns. 
Christian contempo-
rary. Broadway mu-
sic. Light rock.

Food- Mexican
TV Show - Son-

gland. Last man 
standing. Friends.

 Bucket List Trav-
el Destination- Italy. 
Maldives. Tahiti. 

Things to Col-
lect- Jeweled globes 
and Petoskey stones

Museum- The 
Louvre

Item on a book-
shelf- My photo 

books 
Color- Purple
Design Style 

-Modern contempo-
rary 

Hobbies- Peto-
skey stone hunting. 
Going to movies. 
Shopping. Hanging 
with my friends.

Tree -  Christmas
Kitty’s Notes:  I 

laughed at Katie’s an-
swer to one of the 
questions above, be-
cause when I first met 
her, I thought she was 
her twin sister, but 
thankfully, I figured 
it out before I embar-
rassed myself. Katie is 
a thoughtful person 
who loves to have fun 
and is one of the smil-

ing faces at Chelsea 
State Bank!  I couldn’t 
believe the table she 
made by herself – it 
was well crafted and 
artfully made, allow-
ing me to see a side of 
her I had not known. 
She may just have to 
start a side business!


