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Chelsea’s Citizen of 
the Year

When you walk 
through the doors of 
The Cottage Rabbit, 
you enter a charming 
building filled with 
beautiful clothing, ac-
cessories, trinkets, an-
tiques, home décor and 
much more. Recently, 
Chelsea Guardian had 
the pleasure of meet-
ing and speaking with 
owner Mary Harding to 
find out more about her 
business and why she 

Business Spotlight: 
The Cottage Rabbit

Nancy Graebner, CEO of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea was named Chelsea's Citizen of the Year. 
Story on page 8.

Photos By Mary Harding and Charla Hamilton

Photo By Timothy Muckle

Chelsea has always 
been known for having 
good distance runners. 
This year they have a 
pair of identical twins 
who are proving they 
like to run.

Bulldog sopho-
mores John and Ga-
briel Muckle are prov-
ing   as they get better 
each race that they 
deserve to be on the 
team. One important 
fact about the two is 
that they are both on 
the autism spectrum.

This can make it 

CHELSEA TWINS
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Obituaries 
Andrea  Lynn Kline

Andrea  Lynn Kline 
of Gregory, MI.

Age 63, died Sat-
urday, September 12, 
2020, at Michigan 
Medicine in Ann Ar-
bor following a brief 
illness. Andrea was 
born January 25, 1957, 
in Baltimore, Mary-
land, the daughter of 
James D. and Barbara 
Lee (Kelly) Kline.

Andrea graduat-
ed from Baltimore’s 
Woodlawn High 
School in 1975, com-
pleted her undergrad-
uate work at West 
Virginia University in 
1981, and earned her 
Master's Degree in 
Landscape Architec-
ture from the Universi-
ty of Michigan’s School 
for Environment and 
Sustainability in 1985.

Throughout her 
professional career, 
Andrea channeled her 
passions toward land 
conservation, habitat 
restoration and pres-
ervation, landscape 

design and imple-
mentation, and other 
environmental en-
deavors.   She achieved 
many noteworthy ac-
complishments while 
working at JJR, The 
Nature Conservancy, 
University of Michi-
gan, Huron River Wa-
tershed Council, and 
Friends of the Detroit 
River.

Andrea led a very 
active life; she was en-
gaged in the communi-
ty volunteering her ex-
pertise and had a great 
love of the outdoors. 
Her interests includ-
ed gardening, kayak-
ing, hiking, wilderness 
camping, knitting and 
traveling to distant 
places.    

On May 18, 1985, 
she married Paul S. 
Evanoff in Ann Arbor, 
and he survives. Other 
survivors include her 
brother, Kelly Kline, 
from Baltimore, Mary-
land; uncle, John Kelly, 
from Frederick, Mary-
land; aunt, Betty Kelly, 
from Seattle, Wash-
ington; and several 
cousins, nephews, and 
nieces.

There will be no 
services, but a post-
COVID gathering of 
friends and family to 
celebrate Andrea’s life 

will be scheduled at a 
later time in 2021. 

In lieu of flowers 
and gifts, memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the following:

Andrea Lynn Kline 
Environmental Stew-
ardship Scholarship 
Fund established for 
graduate students at 
the University of Mich-
igan   who share her 
passions.

h t t p s : / / l e a d e r -
sandbest.umich.edu/
find/#!/give/basket/
fund/701597

Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Sea Otter 
Rescue Program. An-
drea’s love for otters 
cannot be measured.   
Donations can be 
made at:   

https://www.mon-
tereybayaquarium.org/
join-give/support-our-
sea-otter-program

Monterey Bay 
Aquarium

886 Cannery Row
Monterey, CA 

93940
Donation helpline 

(831) 648-4880
Please reference 

Andrea Kline Memori-
al under the comment 
section.

A r r a n g e m e n t s 
were entrusted to the 
Cole Funeral Chapel in 
Chelsea.

Shirley Anne (Riihimaki) Chapman

Shirley Anne (Ri-
ihimaki) Chapman, 
age 85, passed away at 
St. Joseph Mercy Hos-
pital-Ann Arbor, sur-
rounded by loved ones. 
Born in Phelps, WI, 
Shirley is the daughter 
of Toivo and Lillian 
(Heikkinen) Riihima-
ki. On September 28, 

1957, she married Lar-
ry A. Chapman at the 
First Congregational 
Church of Chelsea, 
and he survives. Shir-
ley moved to the Chel-
sea area from northern 
Wisconsin. She was an 
active member of the 
First Congregational 
Church: she sang in the 
choir for 33 years and 
served on the Memori-
al Committee. Shirley 
loved traveling, play-
ing bridge, baking, and 
she was immensely 
proud of her children. 
For many years, Shir-
ley served as an ad-
ministrative assistant 
in the manufacturing 
and pharmaceutical 

industries. In addition 
to her husband of 63 
years, Larry, survivors 
include her children, 
Julia (Daniel) Sivins-
ki and Scott (Angela) 
Chapman. In accor-
dance with her wishes, 
Shirley has been cre-
mated. A virtual Cele-
bration of Life will be 
held in the near future. 
Expressions of sympa-
thy may be made to the 
First Congregational 
Church, www.chelseaf-
cc.com. Arrangements 
by Staffan-Mitchell 
Funeral Home, Chel-
sea,  www.mitchellfu-
neral.com. 

From Lori Coryell
These are unprece-

dented times. How of-
ten have you heard that 
statement lately? The 
fact of the matter is that 
we are all struggling to 
respond to a pandemic 
that continues to create 
uncertainty in our day-
to-day lives. This un-
certainty impacts the 
library as well. I speak 
for the staff and board 
of the Chelsea District 
Library when I say 
that it is our fondest 
wish to return to our 
pre-pandemic service 

Director’s Note: 
Chelsea District 

Library Expanding 
Curbside Services

model. We deeply miss 
seeing and engaging 
with you in person. We 
are heartbroken at not 
being able to provide 
a communal space for 
civic and social engage-
ment. We are sincerely 
appreciative of your 
understanding and 
patience as we contin-
ue to serve you—our 
community—with an 
abundance of care and 
caution working to 
meet your needs in the 
safest, healthiest way 
possible. 

In the spring, we 

introduced our Mea-
sured Plan for Reopen-
ing the Library found 
on our website at chel-
seadistrictlibrary.org. 
This staged plan is in-
trinsically tied to the 
phases of MI Safe Start: 
A Plan to Re-engage 
Michigan’s Economy as 
well as guidance from 
the CDC, MIOSHA, 
the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department, 
and library advoca-
cy organizations to 
ensure adherence to 
community health, 
safety standards, and 
best practices in li-
brary service during 
the pandemic. 

CDL continues 
to operate at Stage 3: 
Curbside CDL and 
will continue to do 
so for the short term. 
Our inability to pro-
vide in-person services 
has not hindered our 
ability to continue to 
fulfill our mission to 
engage, inspire, and 
equip through evolv-
ing services and re-
sources. And what 
a quick evolution of 
services and resources 
it has been! Through-
out the late spring and 
summer, we provided 
14,782 books, dvds, 
and other resourc-
es to the community 
through curbside pick-
 continued on page 6

Chelsea BOE Work Session 
Focused on Equity, Social 

Justice, and Privilege

The 9-28-2020 
Board of Education 
meeting began with a 
staff presentation fea-
turing an introduction 
of newly hired teachers 
to the board.  

Stacie Battaglia, 
principal of South 
Meadows Elementa-
ry introduced Ashley 
Driscoll, a new fourth-
grade teacher, and 
Karyssa Witzig, also a 
new fourth-grade teach-
er.   She spoke very high-

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

ly of their qualifications 
and their value to the 
community and team. 

Kimberly Gillow, 
principal of North Creek 
Elementary introduced 
Lauren Miller, who was 
actually a long term sub-
stitute last year and did 
her student teaching at 
North Creek, as one of 
the new kindergarten 
teachers. She also intro-
duced  Nicole Collins, 
a new second-grade 
teacher.  Kimberly in-
troduced another new 
kindergarten teacher as 

well,  Gina Horsburgh.  
Mike Kapolka, 

Chelsea High School 
principal introduced  Ja-
son Rickli, a new Math 
and Computer Science 
teacher.

The Action items 
following teacher in-
troductions were new 
hires.  Two counselors  
were hired and a build-
ing trades teacher was 
hired.  

Following the hires, 
the Board went into the 
work session part of the 
 continued on page 3

From Felicia A. 
Mann

Chelsea State 
Bank has the distinct 
pleasure to announce 
Chairman and CEO 
John Mann has re-
ceived The Best of 
Community Banking 

John Mann Honored 
with 2020 Best of 

Community Banking 
Award

Chelsea State Bank Team. From left, CEO 
John Mann, Commercial Lender Stu Mann, 

Executive Vice President, Mary Lee Penny and 
President Joanne Rau.

Award for 2020 by the 
Community Bankers 
of Michigan (CBM). 
Mann was honored 
with this prestigious 
award at CBM Annu-
al Convention held at 
the Grand Traverse 
Resort in Traverse 
City this September 
with his family pres-
ent.

The Best of Com-
munity Banking 
Award is given each 
year at the Commu-

nity Bankers of Mich-
igan Annual Con-
vention. The award 
recognizes the contri-
butions and success of 
a Michigan commu-
nity banker. Special 
recognition is given to 
community bankers 
who have made sig-
nificant contributions 
to their communities 
and the community 
banking industry.

“Receiving this 
award is truly an hon-
or,” said Chelsea State 
Bank Chairman and 
CEO John Mann.   
“Leadership in my 
community is some-
thing I grew up with 
beginning with par-
ents, teachers, coaches 
and classmates. And 
community banking 
has been in my fam-
ily now for decades. 
Needless to say – I 
learned a lot along the 
way.  I am grateful for 
all the employees, di-
 continued on page 6
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Chelsea BOE Work Session 
Focused on Equity, Social 

Justice, and Privilege
meeting.  The title of 
the program was Equi-
ty, Social Justice, and 
Privilege.    Two speak-
ers joined to present the 
topic, as well as a repre-
sentative from Thought 
Exchange to help collect 
and understand data.  

The two speakers 
were Dr. Shivers, Dep-
uty Executive Director 
of MASA, Michigan As-
sociation of Superinten-
dents and Administra-
tors, and Ms. Norman, 
Interim Superintendent 
of WISD, Washtenaw 
Intermediate School 
District.

They began by dis-
cussing their back-
grounds and introduc-
ing themselves.  Then 
Andy Krenz from 
Thought Exchange 
asked everyone to think 
about and answer a 
question:

“What are your 
hopes for how Chelsea 
as a school community 
will connect and act on 
those inequalities? In all 
forms and spaces.”

Norms for the eve-
ning were discussed. 
The topic can cause peo-
ple to feel passionate.  
So standards were set. 
Listen to understand.  
Don’t listen to respond. 
Challenge an idea, not a 
person.  Practice both/
and thinking not either/
or.  

The purpose of the 
work session was de-
fined. Understand im-
plicit bias.  Understand 
privilege. 

 Equality, everyone 
benefits from the same 
support.  That makes 
sense, initially.  But if 
one person in the room 
needs a cane, it does 
not make sense to give 
everyone in the room 
a cane. Justice, instead, 
allows for the causes 
for inequity to be ad-
dressed.  Systemic barri-
ers have been removed.  

A Ted Talk on im-
plicit bias was played for 
the audience. Implicit 
bias was well defined.  
Implicit bias is a pref-
erence for or prejudice 
against a group. It oper-
ates on a subconscious 
level and can’t be ad-
dressed through intro-
spection. It’s triggered 
through rapid/automat-
ic mental association  
that shape and mold 
behavior every day, in 
ways that tend to do 
harm to another. We all 
have them.  Even those 
of us who openly state 
and desire to not be bi-
ased, have implicit bias.  

The group was asked 
to read a portion of a 
book, provided online. 
Then participants were 
asked to share their own 
stereotype memories 
and think about how the 
biases learned as chil-
dren might be impact-
ing us today. 

We then watched 
a short clip from The 
BBC to attempt to de-
fine privilege.  It is not 
immediate unearned 
riches.  It is, rather, a 
lack of inconvenience 
and challenge, that most 
of us can’t even see.  
He brought up his two 
friends who use wheel-
chairs and how he saw 
his privilege, when he 
went out and did things 
with them.  The world 
is set up for able bod-
ied people.  He is able 
bodied and so does not 
realize it in day to day 
life.  Understanding and 
embracing raises the 
chances of his friends 
not being excluded.   

The session con-
cluded with the recog-
nition that systematic 
change is not tied to a 
plan per se, but to each 
of us individually.  The 
next steps will be de-
fined through the data 
collected throughout 
the night. Attendees 
were asked to think 
about what resonated.   

The meeting started 
with discussion on the 
statement provided on 
equity, which is in the 
draft phase.  Nobody 
had input but people 
were asked to make sug-
gestions for future revi-
sions. 

Finally, under info 
and discussion, it was 
noted that the Knox 
family donated over 
one thousand dollars  to 
purchase virtual learn-
ing supplies for families 
in the community.  The 
Board expressed grat-
itude that people are 
willing to help during 
these challenging times.  

The Board went into 
a closed discussion for 
Superintendent evalua-
tion. 
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Savings in
Chelsea

 continued on page 10

Jayelynn on her front porch

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

will be conducting 
a series of short in-
terviews with Chel-
sea Residents for 52 
weeks, bringing to 
light differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these week-
ly interviews or per-
haps it will be YOU! 

Stay tuned and follow 
us each week – we 
now introduce you to  
Mrs. Jayelynn  De-
John.

What is your cur-
rent profession? I am 
an escrow officer for 
Liberty Title and have 
been in this field for 
11 ½ years. 

Your family 
members: Bill (hus-
band) and our chil-
dren, Will, Rachel, 
Amber and  Kyle.  We  
also have a total of 10 
grandkids with 1 on 
way! 

People think of 
me as: Outgoing  but 
really I am  an intro-
vert.  I am good with 
small groups, but in 

large groups I fade 
into the wall.

When did you 
move to Chelsea 
and where did you 
live prior to coming 
to Chelsea? I grew 
up in Rives Junction, 
Michigan and aside 
from living there, we 
lived in Buffalo, Wy-
oming.  We moved 
back to Michigan, 
and bought our cur-
rent Chelsea home in 
2012. We loved Wy-
oming, but grandba-
bies were calling us!

What do you love 
about where you 
currently live?   We 
are blessed to have 
good neighbors, we 
love the rural life, the 

quiet, and the wild-
life, especially the 
sandhill cranes and 
deer.

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? Wherever it 
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Chelsea, MI,  
United Methodist Re-
tirement Communi-
ties (UMRC) & Por-
ter Hills is delighted 
to announce it has 
been named a Best 
and Brightest Com-
pany to Work For® in 
both Metro Detroit 
and West Michigan. 
This national pro-
gram honors compa-
nies that distinguish 
themselves as having 
the most innovative 
and thoughtful hu-
man resources ap-
proach. UMRC & 
Porter Hills is the 
only senior living or-
ganization in metro 
Detroit to receive this 
honor. 2020 marks 
the first year of this 
distinction for UMRC 
& Porter Hills from 
Metro Detroit Best 
and Brightest Com-
panies to Work For® 
and the 18th straight 
year from West Mich-
igan’s program.

“We are thrilled to 
be named a Best and 
Brightest Company 
to Work For®, shore to 
shore, in 2020,” said 
Michelle Henderson, 
UMRC & Porter Hills 
Chief Human Re-
sources Officer. “This 
award validates and 
honors the tireless 
efforts of our team 
members across the 
state as they care for 
older adults, particu-
larly in a year that has 
been so challenging.”

“Through the first 
half of 2020, the Best 
and Brightest Com-
panies To Work For® 
have demonstrated 
leadership and for-
ward thinking as they 
pivoted their busi-
ness and workforce 
through Covid-19,” 
said Jennifer Kluge, 
President and CEO, 
Best and Brightest 
Programs. “This na-
tional program cele-
brates those compa-
nies that are making 
better business, cre-
ating richer lives, 
and building a stron-
ger community as a 
whole.”

“Since our affili-
ation in March 2019, 
our goal at UMRC & 
Porter Hills as an or-

UMRC & Porter 
Hills Receives

Best and Brightest 
Companies 

to Work For® 
Designation

in Metro Detroit 
and West Michigan

ganization has been 
to create and sustain 
a work environment 
that is welcoming, en-
joyable, and support-
ive for all,” Hender-
son added. “We also 
want to have fun! Our 
team members are 
our heroes – they tru-
ly mean the world to 
us! We are so proud 
of this accomplish-
ment and of our ded-
icated team members 
who make UMRC & 
Porter Hills such a 
wonderful and car-
ing place to live and 
work.”

Each company is 
evaluated by an inde-
pendent research firm 
on such key measures 
as compensation and 
benefits, employee 
education and devel-
opment, recruitment 
and retention, and 
work-life balance to 
name a few. UMRC 
& Porter Hills will be 
honored, along with 
other Metro Detroit 
Best and Brightest 
Companies, at a vir-
tual event on Tuesday, 
October 27, 2020. The 
West Michigan Best 
and Brightest Com-
panies to Work For® 
were honored in May 
2020.

To learn more 
about the Best and 
Brightest Compa-
nies to Work For® 
program, visit thebe-
standbrightest.com. 
For more information 
about UMRC & Por-
ter Hills, go to umrc.
com and porterhills.
org.

Building on a 
foundation of 114 
years of service, Unit-
ed Methodist Retire-
ment Communities 
(UMRC) is a faith-
based, nonprofit or-
ganization that pro-
motes the wellness, 
dignity and indepen-
dence of older adults, 
by providing high 
quality, innovative 
and compassionate 
senior residential and 
supportive services. 
Celebrating 50 years, 
the mission of Porter 
Hills is to be trust-
ed experts serving 
seniors with grace. 
Its vision is to be na-
tionally recognized 
as an unparalleled 
leader and partner 
in senior services. In 
March 2019, UMRC 

& Porter Hills affil-
iated, under shared 
governance and lead-
ership. Together, 
UMRC & Porter Hills 
represents the sec-
ond largest nonprofit 
senior living organi-
zation in Michigan. 
With a tradition of 
exceptional quality 
and a commitment 
to cutting-edge care, 
these faith-based or-
ganizations and their 
affiliates combine to 
serve more than 6,700 
older adults each year, 
from 24 locations 
and service lines, 
across 22 counties 
in Michigan’s low-
er peninsula. umrc.
com|734.433.1000 
and porterhills.
org|616.949.4975

The Best and 
Brightest Companies 
to Work For® is a pro-
gram that provides the 
business community 
with the opportunity 
to gain recognition, 
showcase their best 
practices and demon-
strate why they are 
an ideal place for em-
ployees to work. This 
national program 
celebrates those com-
panies that are mak-
ing better business, 
creating richer lives, 
and building a stron-
ger community as a 
whole. It is present-
ed annually in sever-
al markets including 
Atlanta, Boston, Chi-
cago, Dallas, Detroit, 
Houston, Milwaukee, 
San Diego, San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, West 
Michigan and Na-
tionally. www.thebe-
standbrightest.com.
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Members of the community can submit 
questions via email to 

terris@chelseamichamber.org. 
All questions must be submitted ahead 
of time, and no later than October 12th.

 ➢ continued from page 2

 Director’s Note: Chelsea District     
     Library Expanding Curbside 
              Services

remote programs 
like Music in the Air, 
CDL Storytime Live, 
Baffling Bill’s Imag-
ine Your Story Magic 
Show, the Cat Castle 
Creation Contest and 
so many more online 
programs, book dis-
cussions, and story-
times to keep you en-
riched, educated, and 
entertained. We kept 
our summer reading 
program going strong 
with 750 participants 
of all ages, regularly 
updated the StoryBook 
Trail, and gave out 
hundreds of bags of 
kids’ sports equipment 
in partnership with 5 
Healthy Towns.

We continue to 
strategize ways to pro-
vide you with services 
under Stage 3. To that 
end, effective the week 
of October 5, we are 
“upgrading” Stage 3 
services to include lap-
top checkout available 
to CDL cardholders for 
24-hour loan periods 
and extension of our 
Saturday hours until 5 
PM. Remember, too, 
that CDL offers curb-
side pickup of printed 
and scanned materials 
by appointment. Call 
a librarian at 734-475-
8732 ext 219 for help 
printing and scan-
ning. Also, to arrange 
a day for pickup of 

your curbside mate-
rials after you receive 
notification that they 
are available, please ei-
ther call 734-475-8732 
x.200 or email check-
outdesk@chelseadis-
trictlibrary.org.

Once again, thank 
you for trusting your 
library to respond to 
the pandemic in the 
healthiest, safest way 
we can without sac-
rificing our commit-
ment to providing you 
with excellent service. 
Please reach out to me 
directly if you have 
any questions or com-
ments at director@
chelseadistrictlibrary.
org. We miss you!

up. Our first-class ref-
erence team respond-
ed to more than 1,800 
reference phone calls 
and emails. Through 
Wi-Fi accessed on the 
grounds of the library 
and data accessed via 
our hotspots through-
out the community 
and those we lend out, 
we provided 18,500 
GBs of data crucial to 
students and people 
working from home 
and connecting to 
each other during this 
pandemic. More than 
21,800 eBook, video, 
and audio titles were 
downloaded. We cre-
ated 130 virtual and 

rectors, and custom-
ers of Chelsea State 
Bank for making my 
work so gratifying 
over the past 32 years.” 

Mann began his 
banking career with 
National Bank of 
Detroit in 1983.  He 
joined Chelsea State 
Bank in 1988, became 
President and CEO 
of the Bank in 1994, 
elected to the Board of 
Directors in 1990, and 
was appointed Chair-
man of the Board in 
2005. Under his lead-
ership the bank has 
seen assets grow to 
$364 million from 
$93.5 million, and 
capital grow to $40.7 
million from $11.2 
million.  

“It is with great 
pleasure that we hon-
or John Mann with 
The Best of Com-
munity Banking 
Award this year,” said 
CBM President and 
CEO Michael Tier-
ney. “John exemplifies 
everything this award 
is intended to recog-
nize; highlighting an 
excellent communi-
ty banker focused on 
his involvement and 
success in and outside 
the bank ensuring the 
communities served 
are truly enriched by 
the actions of the bank 
and his leadership.”

John Mann Honored with 
2020 Best of Community 

Banking Award
As a community 

banker, Mann’s dedi-
cation to the Chelsea 
community is deeply 
rooted and has been 
an integral part of the 
growth of the com-
munity and Chelsea 
State Bank. A life-
long resident of Chel-
sea, Mann attended 
Chelsea High School 
where he played var-
sity football, basket-
ball and baseball.  He 
received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Al-
bion College majoring 
in Biology, and then 
worked three years for 
Chrysler Corporation 
as an emissions engi-
neer. After a summer 
in Alaska, including a 
month long 400 mile 
canoe trip above the 
Arctic Circle, Mann 
married Anne Trea-
do. He went on to 
earn his Master of 
Business Administra-
tion (MBA) at Duke 
University, Durham, 
North Carolina. He 
and Anne raised their 
three children in 
Chelsea and now have 
two grandchildren.

In June, Mann 
announced he would 
begin working part 
time in January 2021. 
At that time,  Chelsea 
State Bank President 
Joanne Rau will be-
come President and 
CEO, and Mann will 

remain Chairman of 
the Board. He plans 
to spend more time 
with Anne and their 
grandchildren.

In 2017, Mann 
was awarded Chel-
sea’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
for his years of ser-
vice to the citizens of 
Chelsea and Washt-
enaw County by the 
Chelsea Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

An unassuming 
community advo-
cate, Mann has giv-
en so much of his 
time to the Chelsea 
United Way, United 
Methodist Retire-
ment Community 
Foundation, Chel-
sea Community 
Foundation, Chel-
sea Community Fair 
Livestock Auction 
and the Purple Rose 
Theatre Company, 
where he was the 
treasurer for 28 years.  
Chelsea Communi-
ty Hospital, Chelsea 
Stadium Drive, Ele’s 
Place and Huron Wa-
terloo Pathways have 
all benefited from 
John’s assistance with 
fundraising to make 
a greater impact on 
the community.
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
WITH 2020 ISSUES, SPORTS SEEM TO HAVE 

LOST A BIT OF ITS LUSTER THIS YEAR

CHELSEA 
BULLDOGS 
SPORTS 

SCHEDULES
*Note: Dates and Times 

May Change*

Boys Varsity Football
10/2/20 7:00pm (A) vs Adrian HS
10/9/20 7:00pm (H) vs Pinckney 

Community HS (Homecoming Game)

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country

10/3/20 TBA (A) vs Stockbridge HS, 
Stockbridge Invitational

10/10/20 11:00am (A) vs Pinckney 
Community HS

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country 

10/3/20 10:00am (A) vs Otsego HS, 
Otsego Invitational

10/10/20 11:00am (A) vs Pinckney 
Community HS

Girls Varsity Field 
Hockey

10/2/20 7:00pm (H) vs Brighton HS
 10/5/20 6:00pm (A) vs Pioneer HS

Girls Varsity Golf
10/7/20 TBA (H) vs TBA Regionals at 

Chelsea

Boys Varsity Soccer
10/6/20 5:30pm (A) vs Adrian HS

Girls Varsity 
Swimming & Diving

10/8/20 6:00pm (A) vs Jackson HS

Boys Varsity Tennis
10/3/20 TBA (A) vs Trenton HS

10/6/20 4:00pm (H) vs Lumen Christi 
Catholic HS

Girls Varsity 
Volleyball

10/3/20 8:30am (A) vs Ida HS
10/6/20 7:00pm (H) vs Dexter HS

So this hap-
pened...

Are you sitting 
down?

Steady yourself. 
The Detroit Lions 

won a football game. 
Yes, after 11 

straight losses, the Li-
ons defeated the Ari-
zona Cardinals, 26-23 
last Sunday. To make 
its accomplishment 
even more amazing, 
Detroit beat the Car-
dinals on the road. 

I know, 2020, am 
I right? Crazy times, 
indeed. 

The Lions ac-
tually made plays 
against Arizona last 
Sunday. They inter-
cepted passes, they 
made clutch plays 
on offense and they 
actually kicked a 
game-winning and 
game-ending field 
goal as time expired. 
Normally, Detroit 
doesn't get the inter-
ception, normally it 
botches key offensive 
plays and normally 
it shoots itself in the 
foot when it's late and 
it's winning time. 

It was enjoyable to 
finally see my beloved 
Lions come through 
when it counted and 
put an opponent 
away, instead of giv-
ing up a late lead and 
losing, as has been the 
case so often during 
the club's history. 

In other sports 
news, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning won hock-
ey's Stanley Cup ear-
lier this week. I didn't 
even know the NHL 
was having a season. 
But apparently, this 
"pandemic bubble" 
of a season was excit-
ing and well-played 
-- though nobody no-
ticed. I tried watching 
early in the season, 
but couldn't get into 
the games with no 
fans in the stands. It 
seemed as if the play-
ers on the ice weren't 
too intense, either, 
without the energy 
of the crowd. Every 
game I attempted to 
watched looked and 
felt like an exhibition 
contest. 

I see the NBA Fi-
nals are tipping off, 
as well, this week. 
Yawn. I'm sorry, but 
I just can't get into 
the basketball sea-
son this year, either. 
I don't know why. I 
love basketball. May-
be I tuned out be-
cause the Detroit Pis-
tons weren't playing 
this season. I see it's 
the Los Angeles Lak-
ers versus the Miami 
Heat in the champi-
onship series. I miss 
the days of Magic ver-
sus Bird. The days of 
the Bad Boys and the 
days of "Mr. Big Shot."

I see the Major 
League Baseball reg-
ular season recently 
wrapped up. I also 
see the Detroit Tigers 
finished last in the 

One potential highlight of an otherwise dud of a 2020 sports season is 
the Michigan State-Michigan football rivalry game played this year on 

Halloween. 

Central Division, 12 
games out and with an 
ending record of 23-
35 during the short-
ened COVID season. 
Oh well, at least the 
Tigers brought up 
some of their talented 
young pitchers and 
gave them a taste of 
Major League compe-
tition, I guess that's a 
bright spot in an oth-
erwise dismal season 
for Detroit. 

In a month or so, 
Big Ten college foot-
ball kicks off. I can't 
wait. I don't care if the 
season is later than 
usual, I'm foaming at 
the mouth for some 
local college football 
games. I'm actually 
looking forward to 
this year's Michigan 
State-Michigan rival-

ry contest in Ann Ar-
bor on Halloween. I 
hear there's supposed 
to be a full moon that 
night, too. I'm also 
highly anticipating 
potential regular-sea-
son-ending Spartan 
"snow games" in De-
cember against Ohio 
State in East Lansing 
and at Penn State, 
while the Wolverines 
host Maryland and 
travel to Columbus to 
face the Buckeyes in 
their final two regular 
season contests. 

So this hap-
pened...

Are you sitting 
down? 

Steady yourself. 
It's still 2020 -- 

and sports haven't 
been the same...

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
GIRLS SWIMMING & 

DIVING

Chelsea was able 
to swim past Adrian 
102-77 last week.

The Chelsea 200 
Yard Medley took 
first. It was swam by 
Katie Leissner, Jessica 
Neff, Bella Turner and 
Amanda Disney.

Monahan was first 

BULLDOGS 
SWIM PAST 

MAPLES
in the 200 yard free 
and the 500 yard free, 
Molly Jacobson won 
the diving. Turner 
won the 100 yard but-
terfly, and the 400 yard 
free relay was won by 
Turner, Chelsea Pad-
dick, Leissner and Mo-
nahan.
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

harder to do certain 
things. Like school, 
work, and sports.

“I like running a 
lot,” John said. “It has 
made me a lot stron-
ger. I have been able 
to make my personal 
bests this year.”

He enjoys robotics 
and martial arts. 

“I love running so 
much,” he said. “I also 
wrestled as a light-
weight last year. I liked 
wrestling for Coach 
Chapman.”

Gabriel started 
running in middle 
school.

“I run cross coun-
try,” Gabriel said. “I 
also do track where 
I throw shot and run 
the 400 and 100 yard 
dash.”

He also swims. His 
favorite teachers are 
Mrs. Dunn, Mr. Fitch 
and Mr. Tropea.

Some of his favor-
ite classes are math, 
web design and biolo-
gy.

“I like cross coun-
try and doing my stud-
ies,” he said. “We (he 
and his brother) do 
well together. I like to 
run cross country.”

The twins’ parents 

CHELSEA TWINS
 ➢ continued from page 1 are Timothy and Brid-

get. Siblings for the 
two are Luke (9), Abby 
(8), Samuel (5) and 
Stella Maris (2).

Advice for younger 
classmates who want 
to run:

Gabe: "Just take it 
easy and don't worry 
about how fast you're 
going. Just do your 
best."

John: "If you're 
tired, just keep on go-
ing. You might sur-
prise yourself."

Can autism make 
sports hard?

Gabe: "Some-
times it can be hard to 
stay focused on what 
Coach is asking us to 
do because I'm focused 
on homework or other 
things I like to think 
about."

John: "Sometimes, 
because people who 
have autism make it a 
little harder to com-
municate with other 
runners. "

“I get a little con-
cerned that the twins 
will be left behind or 
left out, but time and 
again, those concerns 
are alleviated because 
of the character of 
the guys on the team.   
They are always wel-

coming of the boys, but 
they also hold them 
accountable and chal-
lenge them to do their 
best. I can't say enough 
about the caliber of 
young men on the 
team. That is a credit to 
Coach Swager - he de-
velops the guys' char-
acter in addition to 
their athletic skills. But 
in general, sports gives 
the twins an oppor-
tunity to participate 
and forge bonds with 
their classmates, and 
to be integrated within 
the school communi-
ty,” added their father 
Timothy.

Cross Country 
Coach Eric Swager 
had this to say about 
the Muckle brothers: 
“They bring a broad 
perspective to the 
team, and always seem 
to have something en-
tertaining and positive 
to say.    Their run de-
scriptions on Strava 
(our online running 
log) are quite enter-
taining, including their 
“extra comment” at the 
end of the paragraph. 
All runners cannot be 
all-state, but the beau-
ty of cross country is 
watching the improve-
ment at every level.”

Coaches Com-
ments (Pat Clarke): 
“This was by far Dex-
ter's best race of the 
season. Kudos to them. 
In response to the great 
effort by Dexter, our 
girls performed mag-
nificently! I was very 

DEXTER @ CHELSEA
AT HUDSON MILLS 

METROPARK, DEXTER
5000 METERS, SEPT. 29, 2020

PARTLY CLOUDY, FAIR COURSE, 60 DEGREES

proud of our Team! 
Today's meet was a 
great effort by the girls. 

Freshman Trilian 
Krug led the way for 
the Dawgs with a 2nd 
place finish with a fine 
time of 20:22. Senior 
Captain Natalie Davies 

followed in third place 
at 20:33. Junior Rachel 
Bullock finished fourth 
at 20:50. Freshman 
Seren Angus finished 
6th at 21:09. Finishing 
out the scoring for the 
Dawgs was sophomore 
Audra Guthre in sev-
enth place with a fine 
time of 21:16.” said 
Coach Pat Clarke.

“We had a lot of 
fine races today as the 
girls stepped up to the 
competition.”

Junior Kate Gais-
er had one of her best 
races to place 10th at 
21:44.  In total six  girls 
that ran recorded sea-
son best times.  The 
girl's dual meet record 
stand at 5-2 for the sea-
son. We will to contin-
ue to improve, and to 
get our team prepared 
for the rest of our sea-
son. This team will get 
a lot better in October 
as the season progress-
es!”, Clarke concluded.

DUAL XC MEET WITH 
DEXTER

9/29/2020 @ HUDSON MILLS 
NORTH COURSE

60 DEGREES SUNNY CRISP BREEZY

Team Scores
Chelsea - 24 
Dexter - 33

Coach Swager's 
Comments: We came off 
our most rigorous train-
ing week of the year so 
I was a bit apprehensive 
about our performance.

Not to worry, our 
toughness and focus 
brought us yet another 
victory. Although the 
course was challenging, 
we used the back por-
tion of the trails to move 
up and seal the meet.

Once again, Connell 
Alford won a thrilling 
dual against Dexter's 
top runner. The rest 
of our top 7 improved 
markedly in effort and 
execution. Any time 
we can beat Dexter is a 
good day!

We have a couple 
huge meets this week-
end, and hope to harvest 
many fast times!

Individual Overall Places                        Times
1. Connell Alford  1640
3. Eric Reiber  1650
5. Bram Hartstuff  1710
7. Jonas Norwood  1724
8. Zeb Swager  1738
9. Jimmy Alford  1738
12. Nick Spruce  1820
15. Caden Faupel  1827
17. Jackie Dell  1837
22. Ethan Kapolka  1859
28. Misha Mcelrath  2009
33. Evan Muchler  2042
39. Grayson Eckland  2108
44. John Putnam  2224
47. Colin Kovick  2301
49. John Muckle  2325
57. Gabe Muckle  2833
58. Connor Zatkovich  3327

From Terris Ahrens
The Chelsea com-

munity is extremely 
fortunate to have the 
award-winning St. 
Joseph Mercy Chel-
sea hospital, led by a 
person of such high 
character, commit-
ted, with a clear vi-
sion of enhancing 
services and bringing 
high quality medi-
cal care to our resi-
dents. Nancy Graeb-
ner gives of her time 
selflessly, represent-
ing our community 
by serving on several 
boards, including the 
5 Healthy Towns, the 
St. Louis Center, the 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter and the Washten-
aw County Commu-
nity Mental Health 
Board, to name just a 
few.

Most significantly, 

during a world-wide 
pandemic, Nancy 
has led the work of 
the staff at the hospi-
tal, working endless 
hours to educate and 
heal our community. 
As a representative of 
all of our health care 
workers, this is a great 
year to recognize 
Nancy Graebner, as 
the Chelsea Commu-
nity’s very well-de-
serving Citizen of the 

Chelsea’s 
Citizen of the 

Year
 ➢ continued from page 1

Rick Eder, LUTCF
1250 S. Main St., Chelsea

(734) 475-9184
RickEderAgency.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, 
Farm and more

Chelsea

Year!
On behalf of 

the Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce and the 
citizens of Chelsea, 
we congratulate you 
and thank you for 
your dedication and 
service to our won-
derful community of 
Chelsea, Michigan.
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 ➢ continued from page 1

CHELSEA BULLDOGS FOOTBALL

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

The Chelsea Bull-
dogs football team 
wasted no time in 
dropping the Lincoln 
Rails 37-7 last week. 
Bulldog coach Josh 
Lucas liked the win 
but knows his team 
has plenty to work on.

There were plen-
ty of big plays. Grif-
fin  Murphy threw to 
Joe Taylor 44 yards 
TD. Murphy to Hunt-

CHELSEA DROPS RAILS

er Hanifan for a TD 
and Murphy to Tyler 
Valik for anther TD.

Key players of-
fense: Murphy had 3 
passing TDs.

Key players de-
fense: Mitch Sumner 
had one INT.

Key players spe-
cial teams: Dylan 
Dollinger made all his 
extra points.

Things to work 
on according to Lu-
cas: “Continue getting 

better, ball security,” 
Lucas said.

Chelsea is at Adri-
an tonight.

“Adrian is doing 
all the right things 
and they are trying to 
build their program 
back up,” he said. “It 
takes time but they 
are working very hard 
and I have a lot of re-
spect for Coach Gil-
liam and his players.”

Mitch Summer (3) tackling someone for a loss. 
Photos By Pamela Kemp.

Lucas Hanifan (8) with the touchdown throw from Griffen Murphy.

Dylan Dollinger (15) kicking the extra point.

The Chelsea mid-
dle school field hock-
ey team was bested 
by a skilled Dexter 
team in a 0-3 loss at 
Al Ritt Stadium on 

CHELSEA MIDDLE SCHOOL FIELD HOCKEY

CHELSEA MIDDLE SCHOOL FIELD HOCKEY 
PLAYS HARD AGAINST DEXTER

Wednesday night. 
Goalie Naomi Ratliff 
showed her agility in 
the circle with numer-
ous saves and strong 
clears. Ratliff ’s defen-

sive support, includ-
ing Sabrina Westcott, 
Maddy McCollum, 
and Kaitlin Kubicki, 
worked to outlet the 
ball up the field and 

out of the defensive 
zone.

The Bulldogs’ spir-
ited offense and mid-
fielders played hard 
and were quick to the 

ball to create scoring 
opportunities. Arian-
na Reginaldo, Kahlen 
Eckert, and Brenna 
Taylor showed aggres-
sive play throughout 

all four quarters of the 
game. The team looks 
forward to their next 
game on September 
24th at Pinckney.

The Chelsea mid-
dle school field hockey 
team excelled against 
a persistent Pinckney 
team in a 5-0 win on 
Thursday night. The 

CHELSEA MIDDLE SCHOOL FIELD HOCKEY 
SINKS THE PIRATES

Bulldogs had a sol-
id first half with one 
goal scored by Te-
resa Smith and with 
two goals by Keygan 
Monahan, who also 

used big hits later in 
the game to outlet the 
ball. During the sec-
ond half, Teresa Smith 
netted a second goal, 
assisted with a well-

the ball in the circle 
for Bulldog scoring 
opportunities.

Cecilia Bayer, and 
Brinna Wenzel adept-
ly transitioned the 
ball through the mid-
dle section of the field 
and worked to keep 

timed pass by Braiden 
Schleffer. Abbie Nye 
then skillfully worked 
the ball down the field 
for her first goal of the 
season. Azlyn Eckert, 

loves being in Chelsea.
Chelsea Guardian 

asked Mary to provide 
some background in-
formation on The Cot-
tage Rabbit. Mary stated 

Business Spotlight: The Cottage Rabbit
that The Cottage Rabbit 
opened in mid-June of 
2020 as a unique store. 
Owners, Mary along 
with Tom Harding, who 
are from Saline began 
their business two years 
ago with a vintage booth 
in Tecumseh. They have 
now grown their busi-
ness to a storefront at 
115 W. Middle Street in 
Chelsea.

When asked why 
they chose to open their 
store in Chelsea and 
what they loved about 

the area, Mary replied, 
“We admire its friendly 
community and walk-
able historic downtown 
business district. There’s 
a great variety of beau-
tiful retail shops and 
restaurants, as well as 
easy, accessible parking.”

“The store consists 
of over 10 vendors that 
have a variety of items 
from antiques, furni-
ture, home décor, etc. 
The vendors are from 
the Southeast Michigan 
region, and the invento-

ry changes daily,” Mary 
said.

Opening during the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic was stressful. “We 
were a bit nervous to 
open the store in the 
midst of a pandem-
ic, but have been wel-
comed with open arms 
from the community,” 
Mary commented. “We 
are practicing proper 
precautions to ensure 
the safety of customers 
while shopping in the 
store.”

The retail store offers 
affordable vintage and 
unique treasures, as well 
as home and garden dé-
cor. They also offer new 
and vintage clothing, 
children’s clothing and 
accessories, as well as 
other handcrafted items 
and local artwork. Ven-
dors pride themselves in 
repurposing furniture 
and vintage items for 
customers interested in 
one-of-a-kind pieces. 

The Cottage Rabbit 
is proud to be a mem-

ber of the Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
who recently held a rib-
bon cutting for them on 
September 23, officially 
welcoming them to the 
Chelsea community.

Stop by and say 
hello to Tom and Mary 
Harding at The Cottage 
Rabbit. Their hours are 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am 
to 5pm, Sunday 12pm to 
4pm and they are closed 
on Mondays. They can 
also be reached at 734-
562-2084.
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Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly Summary
Incident #: 20-2119 Location: 1100 block of S. Main St.

Date: September 25, 2020 Time: 12:18 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 1400 
block of S. Main Street 
for the report of a sto-
len vehicle. Upon arriv-
al the officer met with 
complainant who stat-
ed that sometime be-
tween September 23rd 
and September 24th a 
vehicle which had been 
parked in a parking lot 
in the 1100 block of S. 
Main Street had been 
discovered missing. Af-
ter a thorough search of 

both the locations it was 
determined that the ve-
hicle had in fact been 
stolen and that a set of 
keys for the care were 
missing. The vehicle, a 
2008 Dodge Nitro was 
entered into the State 
and National databases 
as stolen by the Chelsea 
Police Department. On 
the Same day of the re-
port, September 25th 
dispatch received a call 
from the complainant 
who stated that he was 
on his way home after 
work and located the 

vehicle parked along 
side I-94 Eastbound in 
the area of the Baker 
Road exit. The vehicle 
appeared to have been 
parked there for two 
days because the Mich-
igan State Police had 
tagged the vehicle for 
being abandoned. The 
vehicle was towed at the 
request of the Chelsea 
Police Department and 
impounded as recov-
ered. The case remains 
open pending some 
further investigation 
on a potential suspect.

 ➢ continued from page 4
would be, it would be 
on a lake! Complete 
with outdoor activi-
ties.

What three 
words describe your 
style?  Warm, com-
fortable and inviting 
– a “lived in home” is 
what I like. 

Who most in-
fluenced your life?  
I lost my mother at 
age 17, so my Gram-
ma was a huge influ-
ence in my young life.  
We helped her clean 
and can and deco-
rate. She was always 
welcoming people in 
her home and didn’t 
let you leave with-
out feeding you des-
sert and coffee.  My 
grandpa taught me 
how to shake hands 
look people in the 
eye. Many manners, 
values and character 
were taught to me by 
my grandparents.

What are you 
most inspired by in 
your design/decor? 
Nature for sure.  We 
love natural elements, 
we have a lot of gar-
dens and a big front 
porch that serves as a 
huge outdoor room, 
We spend a lot of 
time outside, so natu-
rally I am inspired by 
nature.

As you think 
about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have in-
corporated some of 
them in your own 
home?  I would say 
that the item I have 
incorporated in my 
home that I grew up 
with are antiques. My 
mom had a love of 
vintage furnishings.  
She would take us 
to Flea Markets and 
then do some seri-
ous refinishing.  She 
also was quite the art-
ist, and would paint 
beautiful flowers and 
themes on furnish-
ings.   I do love a good 
find and old things, 
in fact, my sister in 
law stated that, “I love 
sick furniture and I 
make it better”.  That’s 
a fitting description 
for me.

When entering 
your home, how do 
you want it to feel?  I 
want people to feel at 

Prohibition secret bar bookends from Jayelynn’s gramma.  
Photos by Kitty Golding

home , like it is their 
home, and not stuffy.  

What is one ele-
ment or trend in de-
sign you do not like?  
I do not like the Eu-
ropean contemporary 
minimalist look. 

What is the big-
gest design issue 
you struggle with? 
Choosing the right 
color for the walls 
and the right drapery 
for the windows.

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an exist-
ing one?  Our home 
in Rives Junction,  
was taken to the studs 
and built again plus 
we added an addition 
at the same time.  The 
remodel had been go-
ing on for too long, 
and I was starting to 
feel like Eva Gabor 
in Green Acres!   We 
were cooking on an 
electric skillet on top 
of a piano and do-
ing the dishes in the 
bathub!  It all ended 
well – and we loved 
what we did!

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
select one item from 
your home to keep, 
what would it be?   
My Grandma’s trunk 
that has childhood 
memories and photos 
with much sentimen-
tal value!

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use?  Living 
and kitchen, we have 
an open concept  and 
the island is the main 
gathering spot. 

No room is com-
plete without:  A 
pillow and a blanket! 
(comfort!)

If you are a pet 
owner, how has that 
influenced your 
choices in design, if 
it has?   We are and 
the only thing we 
have done different 
is buying leather fur-
niture- because of  it’s 
easier to clean. 

Has any local 
venue particular-
ly caught your eye 
- if so why?  We love 
The Chelsea Antique 
Mall, attached to the 
bowling alley, and 
Chelsea Antiques 
on the north side of 
town. They now have 
a whole room with 
some interesting taxi-
dermy mounts.

If you were given 
a $1000 to buy a piece 
of art, what would it 
be? I would buy a full 
turkey mount and 
have a perfect loca-
tion for it in my home 
up by staircase.

What did you 
do to pass the 
time during the 
COVID-19 State 
shutdown?  I worked 
more than ever - 
we were never shut 
down.  I never had 
any time off, it was 
10-12 hours a day. 

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie:  Major 
Pain and Bullet Proof 
Monk.

Favorite Histor-
ical Place You have 
visited: Panama City 
Beach, Florida

Scent: Thieves
Music: Any music 

that has 3 or 4 part 
harmony - and most-
ly country and gospel.

TV Show:  Big 
Bang Theory 

Meals:  Mexican 
and Pizza

Travel Destina-
tion (on your bucket 
list):  Ireland

Season: Fall
Color: Green
Favorite thing to 

Collect:  salt and pep-
per shakers

Hobbies: camp-
ing, fishing, bikes and 
motorcycles, snow-
mobiling

Item on a book-
shelf:  Prohibition 
bookend set 

Pets:  Frankie – 
our  4 year old , Bi-
chon Frise

Kitty’s Note:  
Jayelynn is our 
friendly neighbor 
that puts up with 
our barking dog and 
roosters crowing at 
all times, plus our 
boys running around 
and whatever other 
sounds come from 
the Golding proper-
ty.  Her gardens are so 
pretty – this year they 
planted a spectacular 
double row of gigan-
tic sunflowers that 
grew the length of 
their driveway. Their 
long front porch is 
decorated with comfy 
seating and colorful 
flowering vines, and 
inside is exactly what 
she described – a 
comfortable inviting 
home.


