
 Volume 4  Issue 7

Phone: 734-636-6577
Fax: 888-355-0629

Hamilton
Publishing

February 19, 2021    

facebook.com/ChelseaGuardianguardiannewspapersmi.com

 continued on page 5

CHS Quiz Bowl Team Wins Big

Story and more photos on page 3. Photos By Eric Sing.

From D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Chelsea Lanes is 
among the oldest fam-
ily-run businesses in 
Chelsea. The Green-
Leaf family has helped 
countless people, or-
ganizations, business-
es, and schools during 
their tenure of owning 

Chelsea Lane’s High School Bowling 
Program Receives Sponsorship Support 

from Rick Taylor

Social Work Assistant Stephanie Lyerla shows off her new office. 
Story and more photos on page 4. Photos: By Kelly Flaherty.

St. Louis Center Converts 
Former Residential Area 

to Office Space
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Photos By: Andy Henriksen & Sue McDowell
The Washtenaw 

United High School 
Girls’ Hockey Team 
restarted their sea-
son with a 4-1 victo-
ry against Downriver 
United.   The victory 
marked the first win 
in program history, 
improving the team’s 
record to 1-1-0 on 
the season.  The two 
teams last played on 
November 5th, 2020, 
with Downriver skat-
ing away with a 3-1 
win. The season had 
been shutdown short-
ly after the Novem-
ber 5th game due to 

WASHTENAW UNITED HIGH 
SCHOOL HOCKEY TEAM 

RESTARTS SEASON

COVID restrictions, 
until practices were 
allowed to restart on 
January 16th.  This 
was the first game 
back for both teams 
after games were al-
lowed to resume by 
the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health on 
February 8th.

Washtenaw came 
out to a quick start in 
the first period, out-
shooting Downriver 
10-5, however the first 
period closed with no 
scoring from either 
side.  At 2:18 into the 
second period, Jillian 

Eggleson (Dexter, 
’22) opened the scor-
ing on the power play 
with a shot from the 
left point, thanks to a 
screen in front of the 
Downriver goalten-
der provided by Syd-
ney Clark (Saline, ’25) 
and a deflection off a 
Downriver defend-
er.  Cecilia Henriksen 
(Chelsea, ’24) netted 
what would be the 
first of her three goals 
on the night with 7:57 
to go in the second. 
Downriver pulled 
within 1 less than 2 
minutes later.  

Washtenaw would 
spend most of the re-
mainder of the 2nd 
period shorthanded. 
Linzy Costella (Man-
chester ’21) was a 
4 minute boarding 
penalty shortly af-
ter Downriver’s goal, 
followed by a check-
ing penalty on Rylee 
Kennedy (Milan, ’24). 
Washtenaw was able 
to kill both penalties, 
and pick up their third 
goal with 20 seconds 
to go in the period.  
Henriksen rounded 
out the scoring in the 
3rd period with an 

empty net goal with 
1:23 to go in the game.

Goaltender Ju-
lia Scarcella (Saline, 
’22) turned aside 19 
Downriver shots in 
a solid performance.  
Raegan Kopitsch 
(Dexter, ’24) picked 
up 2 assists on the 
night. 

Head coach Adam 
Winters was pleased 
with the Washtenaw’s 
effort their first game 
in 3 months. “The lev-
el of play was a lot bet-
ter tonight than it was 
3 months ago. Having 
3 weeks of practice 

prior to our first game 
seemed to help, but 
you can’t complete-
ly simulate a game in 
practice, so you nev-
er really know what 
you’re going to get. 
“  Winters continued, 
“We’re just so excit-
ed to be back playing 
games, I’m happy for 
both teams to have 
this opportunity to 
put a semblance of a 
season together.  I’m 
proud of the way the 
team has remained 
positive and handled 
setbacks throughout 
the season.”
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Rick Eder, LUTCF
1250 S. Main St., Chelsea

(734) 475-9184
RickEderAgency.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, 
Farm and more

Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

(Special Thank You 
to Eric Sing for provid-
ing information)

There has been 
some excitement late-
ly for the Chelsea High 
School Quiz Bowl team.  
They recently won the 
Tri-County Quiz Bowl 
League tournament 
with a 290-150 win 
over Saline in the fi-
nals.  The win was the 
culmination of a year-
long commitment by 
team members after 
falling in the finals last 
season.  “Winning the 
League tournament was 
great. It felt as though 
all our hard work really 
paid off in the long run” 
said Senior Quiz Bowl 
member Haley Roush.  
Just before the pandem-
ic hit, Chelsea  finished 
2nd to Class A nation-
al powerhouse Detroit 
Catholic Central in a 
tournament at the Uni-
versity of Michigan.  
Chelsea was poised to 
challenge for the Class B 
State Championship.  “I 
really thought we were 
the best Class B school 
in the state when every-
thing got shut down” 
stated Junior Quiz Bowl 

CHS Quiz Bowl 
Team Wins Big

member Evan Sing.  The 
team also missed out on 
participating in the Na-
tional Championships 
in Atlanta, GA as they 
were cancelled as well.

CHS Quiz Bowl 
team coach Eric Sing 
said this season has 
been unique.  “While 
Quiz Bowl was one of 
the few extracurricular 
activities that was able 
to complete its season 
uninterrupted, it is usu-
ally an in-person, very 
social event.  Teams 
travel all over the region 
seeking out competi-
tion and meeting new 
teams and players.  Be-
cause of Covid-19 there 
would be no in person 
matches this year.  Ev-
erything would have to 
be online.  Many teams 
chose to take the year 
off, but Chelsea wanted 
to compete,” stated Sing. 
“They started practicing 
outside in August with 
hopes that the season 
would happen.”

With pre-season 
tournaments being 
online, it gave them a 
unique opportunity to 
compete against teams 
from across the coun-
try.   Chelsea compet-
ed in online tourna-
ments against teams 

from over 20 states.  
The Tri-County league 
coaches met in Septem-
ber and decided to try 
and play the season on 
Zoom.  Everyone would 
participate from their 
home.  While this took 
some getting used to, 
it also provided some 
unique opportunities 
with one team member 
participating in prac-
tices and matches while 
in Arizona.  Chelsea 
finished their second 
consecutive undefeated 
regular season with a 
9-0 record (overall 34-
6).

Sing states that not 
only is Quiz Bowl com-
petitive, but it can also 
help in the classroom: 
“Quiz Bowl helps me 
learn about things that 
aren’t normally taught 
in my classes and makes 
me a more well-round-
ed student. I learn to see 
connections between 
subjects, and the broad 
knowledge base that I’ve 
gained through Quiz 
Bowl complements my 
in-school education” 
said Senior Quiz Bowl 
team member Evan 
Eidt.  It also teaches stu-
dents to work together: 
“Quiz bowl definitely 
helps with teamwork 
for you because you 
always have to listen 
to the ideas of people 
around you. Yet most 
importantly, it teach-
es you to speak up for 
yourself such as when 
you believe you know 
the answer” stated Se-
nior Quiz Bowl team 
member Rachel Bareis.

Next up for the 
Bulldogs is the Troy 
Trojan Wars tourna-
ment in March that 
will help them prepare 

for the Michigan State 
tournament April 17 
and the National tour-
nament May 29-30.

Sing explains some 
history on the CHS 
Quiz Bowl team: “The 
CHS Quiz Bowl pro-
gram started in 2018 
when two Freshmen 
(Evan Sing and Forrest 
Gorby) were looking 
to continue the Quiz 
Bowl experience that 
they had at Beach Mid-
dle School.  CHS ad-
visor Ellen Kent made 
some phone calls and 
got CHS admitted into 
the Tri-County League.  
They compete at the JV 
and Varsity level against 
teams from Washtenaw, 
Livingston and Mon-
roe counties.   In the 
program’s first 3 years 
the varsity has won 2 
regular season champi-
onships, 2 league tour-
nament championships 
and multiple non-con-
ference tournaments.   
They have qualified for 
the State and National 
Championships each 
year and finished 3rd in 
the 2019 Class B State 
Championship.”

Senior members of 
the team discuss why 
they love Quiz Bowl 
and special memories 
they have:

“I like that Quiz 
Bowl provides a com-
petitive, team-based 
environment to learn 
about a variety of sub-
jects. I remember the 
tournament we had in 
Tiffen, OH. Most of the 
matches were close bat-
tles, and the team found 
how to work together. 

I remember feeling the 
exact moments when 
the team would “click” 
in each match, and each 
win felt incredible.” Se-
nior, Evan Eidt

“I love how inclu-
sive Quiz Bowl is be-
cause I’ve never felt like 
I wasn’t smart enough 
or didn’t belong, even 
if I wasn’t the best at it! 
One of my best memo-
ries was when we beat 
Saline (the first time) 
this year because it was 
probably my first varsity 
Quiz Bowl match where 
I truly got to experience 
the passion and com-
petitiveness that my 
teammates have and it 
was just so incredibly 
exhilarating and amaz-
ing. One thing I’ll never 
forget that Quiz  Bowl 
has taught me is that 
you don’t have to be 
good at something to 
have fun, whether it be 
a club or sport, because 
it’s your teammates and 
coaches that truly make 
an activity worthwhile.” 
Senior, Rachel Bareis

“I love Quiz Bowl 
because of how tight-
ly knit the group is. 

We always support 
each other and we re-
ally have fun with our 
matches and our prac-
tices, which just makes 
the entire experience 
amazing.

Quiz Bowl has 
helped me remem-
ber the things that 
we learn in class a lot 
more. Whenever we are 
learning a subject, I try 
to understand it more 
because there might be 
a Quiz Bowl question 
on it.

Even though I 
didn't really contribute, 
I still feel like I did my 
best and I still felt sup-
ported by my team for 
my effort. I feel like 
it also gave us a lot of 
confidence for the State 
and National tourna-
ments that are coming 
up. Now we are excited 
for the next chance we 
have to compete.” Se-
nior, Haley Roush

Congrats to the 
CHS Quiz Bowl team 
on their accomplish-
ments and Good Luck 
to them as they head to-
wards their State Com-
petition!
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Savings in
Chelsea

St. Louis Center Converts Former 
Residential Area to Office Space

Fr. Satheesh Alphonse, Community Superior, 
begins the sacred blessing ceremony for the 

new social work offices.

Staff prepares to conduct a televised Zoom 
meeting.

 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Joseph 
Yekulis, Public 
Relations Director 
St. Louis Center

As St. Louis Cen-
ter continued to grow 
as a program for chil-
dren and adults with 
Intellectual and De-
velopmental Disabil-
ities during the past 
ten years, so did the 
need for additional 

Social Work Staff to 
provide special ser-
vices for this unique 
population. Office 
space was at a premi-
um, so once the Chil-
dren’s Homes were 
completed in St. Lou-
is Guanella Village 
in June 2018, Martin 
Hall, (in the original 
part of the building), 
was soon emptied of 
its young residents 
who moved into St. 
Louis Guanella Vil-
lage.  

That left Fr. Enzo 
Addari, CEO, and his 
staff with an oppor-
tunity to provide ad-

ditional office space 
for the staff, and one 
in particular who had 
been working out of a 
former supply closet. 
So the architects went 
to work, and came 
up with a re-design 
of Martin Hall across 
from the existing of-
fices. The former chil-
dren’s dormitory unit 
was gutted during the 
summer of 2020, and 
now there is finally a 
modern office suite in 
its place. The new So-
cial Work Suite was 
opened during the 
first week of February 
with a special blessing 
ceremony conducted 

by members of the 
Servants of Charity 
Congregation. 

Now each mem-
ber of the social work 
department has their 
own beautiful office 
within the suite, and 
there is a large confer-
ence room where staff 
can gather for meet-
ings with parents, 
family members, and 
other professional 
staff as needed. There 
is also a new waiting 
area for families who 
no longer have to wait 
in the main lobby 
area. 

According to 
Chief Operations Of-

ficer Deana Fisher, 
these upgrades are ex-
tremely important in 
meeting professional 
standards. “Not only 
has this expansion 
provided more room 
for staff, but we have 
also added visitation 
rooms with toys and 
amenities for families 
to make them more 
comfortable during 
their visits. Our new 
conference room also 
has advanced tech-
nology to allow us 
to have zoom meet-
ings with others as a 
group. We’ve definite-
ly improved our way 
of doing business.”

St. Louis Center 
is grateful to the lo-
cal community for the 
many contributions to 
the Legacy Campaign 
that has provided it 
with the resources to 
make these types of 
improvements. For 
more information 
about St. Louis Center 
or to donate, please 
visit www.stlouiscen-
ter.org, or call 734-
475-8430. St. Louis 
Center is a residential 
care facility for chil-
dren and adults with 
intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities 
now operating in its 
61st year. 



Page 5Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian February 19, 2021    

 ➢ continued from page 1
and operating Chelsea 
Lanes since 1959.

Chelsea Lanes, 
alongside restaurants 
and bars, has been se-
verely challenged by 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. When Rick 
Taylor stepped up and 
sponsored the Chelsea 
High School Bowling 
Team, his generosity 
was met with a deep 
sense of gratitude and 
appreciation. Eddie 
GreenLeaf, owner and 
manager of Chelsea 
Lanes, commented 
that “Rick Taylor has 
consistently and gra-
ciously been our top 
business sponsor over 
the years. His financial 
assistance has helped 
with bus transporta-
tion for away meets, 
lane time, and league 
fees. He has helped to 
defray costs for par-
ents making this sport 
work within their bud-
gets.” Bowling, along 
with a few other field 
sports, does not re-
ceive funding from 
the High School. It is 
a self-funded varsity 
sport that follows all 
of the Chelsea High 
School requirements 
including eligibility, 
physicals, and student 
grades. 

“It is an honor to 
help Chelsea Lanes for 
all that they have done 
and continue to do 
for our community,” 
said Taylor. The sup-
port Taylor refers to 
includes Eddie Green-
Leaf ’s 18 years of 
coaching the Chelsea 
High School bowling 
team, known as the 
BOWLdogs. Chelsea 
Lanes also provides 
lane time and rentals 
to St. Louis Center res-
idents. 

Another excellent 
example of GreeLeaf ’s 
commitment to the 
sport and community 
is Tyler Baxter. Baxter, 
a graduate of Chelsea 
High School’s Inde-
pendence Hall, went to 
Abu Dhabi two years 
ago and competed 
in the World Special 
Olympics, winning 
several medals, in-

Chelsea Lane’s High School 
Bowling Program Receives 
Sponsorship Support from 

Rick Taylor

(left to right) Rick Taylor, Kathy, Ed, and Eddie GreenLeaf.

cluding Gold, Bronze 
& Silver. GreenLeaf 
was his coach, Chel-
sea Lanes provided 
equipment and is one 
of Tyler’s biggest fans! 
His accomplishments 
are proudly displayed 
on a banner over the 
lanes that says ‘Home 
of Tyler Baxter.’ 

The program that 
Taylor sponsored is 
the “GreenLeaf Ringe 
Scholarship.” A Thurs-
day night men’s league 
scholarship program 
for youth bowlers. 
Many of the kids in this 
program reached pin-
nacles in their careers. 
Examples include the 
recent participation of 
six high school bowl-
ers in the regional 
bowing competition. 
The BOWLdogs Chel-
sea High School team 
ended up with four 
out of ten qualifying 
bowlers at 2020 State 
Finals. “These kids are 
good,” observed Tay-
lor, “Three students in 
this program are play-
ing at the college level. 
Go BOWLdogs!!   

During a break 
in Wednesday night 
practice, Rick dis-
played sportsmanship 
and a light-hearted 
approach to throwing 
his first ball in 8 years 
- leaving only 3 pins 
standing!

Testament to the 
caliber of training pro-
vided by Chelsea Lanes 
is embodied in Jaylen 
Watesen who will be 
bowling on a schol-
arship for the Michi-
gan Wolverines at U 
of M Dearborn. And 
Trevor Ramsey, a 2019 
graduate, who will be 
bowling for Wisconsin 
Whitewater, a historic 
bowling program that 
captured the 2019 Na-

tional Championship. 
These two athletes will 
be joining Chelsea 
Lanes’ college bowlers 
as part of the Chelsea 
High School alumni 
this spring.  

Chelsea Lanes 
closed March 16, 
2020, and reopened 
in early September 
only to be shut down 
again mid-Novem-
ber. They reopened on 
December 21, operat-
ing at a low-key lev-
el; they cannot serve 
food and beverages or 
offer league bowling 
due to lane occupan-
cy restrictions, and 
state regulation that 
bowlers must be from 
the same household. 
However, GreenLeaf 
is optimistic about 
the future; “with lo-
cal support like Rick 
Taylor’s, we have a 
good plan with bowl-
ing during the day and 
being more creative to 
keep things engaging 
and fun for our league 
bowlers. We are look-
ing at bits of normalcy 
coming back.”  

This season the 
Chelsea High School 
boys team are in the 
position of defending 
SEC Champs. How-
ever, the pandemic 
has caused a decline 
in numbers.  Past sea-
sons have 30-35 kids 
upwards to 50, now 
decreased to 22 kids as 
the season is just get-
ting started. 

Anyone interested 
in learning more or 
donating to the Chel-
sea High School Bowl-
ing Team can reach 
out to Eddie Green-
Leaf at (734) 417- 5153 
or email @chelseabull-
dogs@hotmail.com.

Chelsea City 
Council 

Recommends 
The Charges 
Be Dropped

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Chelsea held a City 
Council meeting Tues-
day night rather than 
Monday, due to Presi-
dents’ Day. 

The public partic-
ipation portion was 
long and most were 
there to voice concern 
over ticketing at pro-
tests and the methods 
utilized by police.  A 
lot of youth were in at-
tendance to speak and 
this was a testimony 
to the education the 
youth in Chelsea are 
receiving as well as the 
parenting that is culti-
vating such well-spo-
ken engaged teens. De 
Tocqueville believed 
the more who partic-
ipate in Democracy, 
the more Democrat-
ic it becomes.   The 
Chelsea City Council 
meeting last night was 
proof Democracy is 
alive and will be with 
youth already engaged 
and ready to voice 

their opinion.  
People spoke on 

behalf of fourteen-
year-old children 
and eighty-year-old 
grandparents, who 
received tickets after 
participating in pro-
tests.  A mother of a 
teen ticketed spoke 
about her daugh-
ter losing her voice 
through the process 
and losing belief that 
her voice matters and 
should matter.  That 
is exactly the opposite 
of the type of world 
our Founding Fathers 
imagined when creat-
ing our government.  
They could not have 
imagined this world, 
but the idea that a per-
son’s voice and opin-
ion matters, mattered 
to them.  After being 
silenced for years, they 
stood up and let their 
voices be heard to 
found this nation.  

The debate for the 
council centers around 
whether or not the 

council has the pow-
er to drop the charges 
and what precedent 
that may set for the 
future.  While many 
community members 
expressed real dis-
comfort for the tac-
tics and the feeling of 
politically motivated 
targeting by the po-
lice department.   The 
Council taking a stand 
and forcing the issue 
presents very sticky 
legal conundrums and 
the possibility for the 
opposite side to utilize 
public outcry or oth-
er means to evade es-
tablished laws.  When 
impassioned by jus-
tice, it is sometimes 
difficult to see the 
slippery slope is cre-
ated. The Council was 
able to navigate the 
serious legal implica-
tions of making such 
a decision.  Council 
ultimately encouraged 
the Chelsea Police 
Department to drop 
 continued on page 9
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Disclaimer:All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM 
employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2016 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. All prices include being a current Costco member as of 
1/4/2021 Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will qualify. Prices are good through 2/28/2021. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for 
tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 2/28/2021.  See dealer for more details.

©2021 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2021 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$319/ 36/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18214

2021 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$337/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18217

2021 XT5 FWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$279/ 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT WITH 3021 MILES) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage 
charge of 25¢ per mile over 30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18004 

2020 CT5

$329 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT WITH 3182 MILES) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage 
charge of 25¢ per mile over 30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. #K08311

2020 CT4 PREMIUM 
LUXURY

$309 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08467
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
GIRLS BASKETBALL

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS SWIM & DIVE

From Andrew 
Thomson, Head 
Coach Men’s Swim & 
Dive

The Bulldogs wel-
comed in non-confer-
ence opponent Erie-
Ida, as well as SEC 
White Division foe 
Pinckney to Camer-
on Pool on Thursday 
night for a double-dual 
meet.  The Bulldogs (0-
5, 0-2 SEC) finished the 
night falling to Pinck-
ney by a final score of 
70-116, and Erie-Ida 
92-93.  The guys had a 
team goal they were fo-
cused on tonight,” stat-
ed head coach Andrew 
Thomson.  “They were 
working to hit 75% of 
possible times as sea-
son best times tonight.  
They needed 28 total 
and came up with 22.  
That’s still a great num-
ber for where we are in 
the season.”

Bram Hartsuff and 
Rollen Zachrich start-
ed the individual per-
formances off with a 
fourth and fifth place 

CHS BOYS 
SWIM & DIVE

finish in the 200 free, 
respectively.  Hartsuff 
touched in 2:15.18 and 
Zachrich finished with 
a 2:19.74.  In the 200 
IM Parker Olk finished 
second overall with a 
time of 2:14.19.  Landen 
Collins took the top 
spot in the 50 free with 
a final of 23.91.  Mitch 
Brown led all scorers in 
the diving event with a 
final of 253.05 points, 
while teammate Mi-
chael Hanna finished 
seventh with 113.15 
points.

Olk finished first 
in the 100 fly, touch-
ing in 58.76, while Ste-
phen Levine finished 
fifth overall with a 
final of 1:08.30.  Col-
lins placed first in the 
100 free with a time of 
53.03, while Critchfield 
finished sixth with a 
time of 59.79.  The 500 
free saw Hartsuff and 
Zachrich again finish 
side by side, with Hart-
suff in third (6:08.74) 
and Zachrich fourth 
(6:33.41).

The Bulldog 200 
free relay team of 
Levine, Brown, Olk 
and Collins finished 
runner up to Pinckney, 
posting a 1:38.22 final 
time.  Joel Burke led 
the Bulldogs in the 100 
back, finishing third 
with a time of 1:14.11, 
and Jack Leissner fin-
ished second in the 
100 breaststroke with 
a final of 1:19.70.  The 
meet wrapped up with 
the Chelsea 400 free 
relay team of Collins, 
Levine, Critchfield, 
and Olk again finish-
ing second, with a final 
time of 3:50.12.

The Bulldogs next 
travel to Tecumseh for 
another SEC White 
Division matchup on 
February 18 followed 
by a trip to Milan for a 
double-dual with SEC 
White Division foe 
Dexter on February 20.  
The Bulldogs return 
home to Cameron Pool 
on Thursday, February 
25 when they welcome 
in Jackson.

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
WINTER SNOW, WHITE KNUCKLES, 
SHOVELING AND THREE'S COMPANY

Neil Snow? Truly 
one of the finest ath-
letes the state of Michi-
gan has ever produced. 
Snow, a Detroit Cen-
tral and University of 
Michigan graduate, 
was a three-sport star 
for the Wolverines in 
football, baseball and 
track and field. En-
shrined in the College 
Football Hall of Fame, 
Snow scored five touch-
downs leading Mich-
igan to a 49-0 victory 
over Stanford in the 
first-ever Rose Bowl 
in 1902. For his efforts, 
Snow was named Rose 
Bowl MVP. 

Chrissy Snow? 
Now, she was a look-
er. Blonde, bubbly 
and beautiful, Chrissy 
Snow was a charac-
ter played by actress 
Suzanne Somers in 
the television series 
"Three's Company," 
which ran for eight 
seasons on ABC from 
1977 through 1984. 
Growing up during 
those years, I had a 
crush on Somers and 
on her character Chris-

sy Snow. 
Winter Snow? 

Probably the biggest 
piece of... dirty win-
ter snow this side of a 
polar bear's rear end. 
I used to like Win-
ter Snow. Back when 
I liked Chrissy Snow, 
I liked Winter Snow. 
Back then snow was 
the best thing since a 
late-night toboggan 
run with my friends 
on "Dead Man's Hill." 
Back then for me, 
lots of snow canceled 
school. 

Those days are long 
gone. 

I can't stand snow 
anymore. 

I think I started de-
spising snow as soon 
as I had to drive in it. 
Before that time, snow 
was a magical, gor-
geous, fluffy and pris-
tine wonder. Back then, 
when I was young, 
snow was whimsical 
and fun. Now, as an 
adult, snow means has-
sle and stress. 

This past week, the 
area where I live re-
ceived about seven to 
eight inches of snow. It 
seems like all I've been 
doing this entire week 
is working, shoveling 
and sleeping -- in that 
order. I live on a cor-
ner and have about 800 
miles of sidewalk and 
driveway. And no, I 
don't have a snowblow-
er. I'm a grown man -- 
I shovel. My older sis-
ter uses a snowblower. 

Suzanne Somers portrayed "Chrissy Snow" on the television series 
"Three's Company."

Plus, I actually have to 
do most of my shovel-
ing (as quietly as possi-
ble) in the wee hours of 
the night since I don't 
return home from 
work until those hours. 
Using a snow blower at 
that time would wake 
the entire neighbor-
hood. And, of course, 
the grown man shovel-
ing thing. 

With all the snow 
this past week, I'm 
running out of plac-
es to put it. I have two 
mountains of snow 
over six-feet in height 
on either side of the 
bottom of my drive-
way. One more good 
snow and my "peaks" 
will reach Shaquille 
O'Neal height. And 
county plow driv-
ers, thank you so very 
much for the outstand-
ing and tireless work 
you put in clearing 
and salting our roads, 
but could you possibly 
refrain from building 
a three-foot high by 
three-foot wide snow 
barrier at the end of 
my driveway after each 
heavy snowfall? And, 
of course, the "bottom-
of-the-driveway-snow-
mound" always ap-
pears after I just spent 
hours shoveling and 
clearing my driveway.

I apologize for the 
salty (no pun intend-
ed -- sorta') column 
this week, but it's been 
a heck of a stretch 
recently for me win-

ter-wise. I have a job 
that requires me to 
drive all over the coun-
ty night after night. To 
say the least, it's been a 
"white-knuckle"-type 
drive multiple nights 
this past week. Cou-
pled with the shovel-
ing, this week has been 
exhausting. 

Hassle and stress. 

I yearn for the 
"whimsical and fun" 
snow of my youth. 

I see on the calen-
dar, spring is only four 
weeks or so away. Also, 
the weather forecast is 
for warmer tempera-
tures in the coming 
weeks. 

Of course, any-
one who has grown 

up in Michigan knows 
the calendar and 
the weather forecast 
during the winter are 
about as useful as a 
snow blower in the wee 
hours of the night. 

And to think I used 
to like Winter Snow. 

What was I think-
ing...

The Bulldogs came 
away big winners over 
Adrian. Chelsea won 
the battle 66-11.

The Lady Bulldogs 

CHELSEA GIRLS WIN
led 15-0 after the first 
quarter and 31-2 at the 
half.

In the second half 
Chelsea outscored the 
Maples 35-9.

Megan McCal-

la had 18 points. Kila 
Wells had 14 points 
and Emily McCal-
la chipped in with 10 
points.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
HOCKEY

Pickney and Chel-
sea are two of the 
top teams in the SEC 
White. In the first bat-

OVERTIME SUCCESS
By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

tle of the year the Bull-
dogs beat Pinckney 3-2 
in overtime.

Jack Capper and 
Devin McIntyre each 
scored for the locals in 

the first period to make 
it 2-0.

In the overtime 
Tyler Valik scored the 
game winner.
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 ➢ continued from page 5

To Whom It May 
Concern,

A growing number 
of community members 
are disappointed with 
incomplete reporting 
by local news outlets 
regarding events last 
summer in Chelsea, MI.   
Numerous articles and 
Letters to the Editor have 
been published over the 
past few months only 
highlighting one side of 
the story.

We continue to 
hear and read stories 
about the local ARCY 
group and how their 1st 
Amendment rights were 
violated, how they were 
unjustly targeted and 
intimidated by the local 
Chelsea Police, how they 
expect issued citations 
to be dismissed for re-
peatedly violating local 
ordinances.  In all of the 
reporting, key informa-
tion has been omitted. 

Few in our commu-
nity had an issue with 
the cause that the local 
ARCY group set forth 
to communicate last 
year.  We believe that 
ALL community mem-
bers can agree upon 
and support equality 
and justice for all races, 
genders, and ethnicity.  
What many fail to rec-
ognize is that it was not 
the group’s message but 
rather:

• The method, plat-
form, and tactics ARCY 
employed to deliver 
their worthy cause.

• Other than march-
ing in the streets, ob-
structing traffic without 
a permit, and holding up 
signs, there has been no 
evidence of this group 
doing anything con-
structive to benefit or 
provide aid to the group 
that they claim to advo-
cate for.  They only seem 
interested in pushing 
their own “victim” nar-
rative, while bullying 
others and threatening 
frivolous lawsuits.

• While all can agree 
on the need for justice 
and equality, there are 
those whose princi-
ples do not allow them 
to support the actual 
“Black Lives Matter 
(BLM)” movement it it-
self; those who have tak-
en the time to conduct 
research and believe that 
BLM could be labeled 
as a domestic terrorist 
group.  

• No one is suggest-
ing that the local ARCY 
group should be labeled 
as a domestic terror-
ist group, however, to 
single out a particular 
group while claiming to 
be an advocate of “equal-
ity and justice” invites 
another level of discrim-
ination that many com-
munity members cannot 
get behind.  Those who 
feel this way should not 
be labeled as “racist” 
nor should the entire 
City be unjustly be la-
beled as such. 

• What these indi-
viduals fail to recog-
nize is that their attacks 

Letter to the Editor
Another Prospective

against those that may 
differ in their views or in 
many cases their meth-
ods of delivery, have 
done more harm than 
good to our community 
and the cause of racial 
equality. 

The complaint filed 
on behalf of the ARCY 
accused our local law 
enforcement of attempt-
ing to suppress/violate 
their freedom of speech, 
interfere with their right 
to peacefully assemble, 
and the use of “intimi-
dation” tactics. 

In reality, it was 
NOT a violation of any 
of those things.  The 
Chelsea Police Depart-
ment issued a warn-
ing to ARCY that their 
blatant disregard of lo-
cal ordinances would 
be met with citations. 
When they subsequent-
ly continued to march 
without a proper per-
mit, jumped in front 
of cars at intersections, 
and prevented citizens 
from safely proceeding 
by blocking their view 
with signage, citations 
were issued.

The stepped-up 
presence of the CPD 
was for the safety and 
protection of ALL 
community members, 
not any type of in-
timidation tactic, as 
ARCY would like oth-
ers to believe.  Many 
were concerned and 
upset by their actions 
and felt threatened by 
their bullying tactics 
and complete disregard 
for the established laws 
and subsequent safety 
of all Chelsea commu-
nity members. Further-
more, the increased 
police presence and 
video surveillance was 
a necessary reassurance 
for many that in the 
event of other potential 
conflicts and/or alter-
cations, there would be 
no question as to the re-
sponsible party or par-
ties involved. While the 
ARCY group and the 
Maya King incident re-
ceived much attention, 
little attention was given 
when one of the mem-
bers of a local Chelsea 
Patriot group was tar-
geted and physically 
attacked by an ARCY 
member without prov-
ocation and caught on 
CPD video surveillance.  
Without the increased 
presence on the part of 
the CPD, this unfortu-
nate event would have 
fallen victim to the “he 
said/she said” method 
of investigation – which 
is far less effective than 
documented proof.  

Both the adults and 
youth made a conscious 
choice to disregard this 
“advanced warning” 
and therefore, it is the 
opinion of many in the 
Chelsea Community, 
that the citations were 
unequivocally justi-
fied and should be en-
forced. For this group 
to then suggest that 
their citations should 

be dismissed – is not 
only unrealistic, how-
ever, it would set a 
dangerous precedent 
for future violations 
on the part of any citi-
zen and/or group that 
wanted to bring light 
to their cause without 
following the proper 
channels and permit 
requirements.  

Lastly, there have 
been numerous ref-
erences regarding 
a “counter protest 
group”.  There was never 
a counter protest group, 
but IN FACT, a group 
that believed that law 
enforcement, both lo-
cally and nationally, de-
served recognition and 
appreciation and whose 
members set forth to 
make a show of their 
support and in a lawful 
manner and with con-
sideration for ALL com-
munity members.  It was 
ARCY that mislead our 
community into be-
lieving this group was 
an orchestrated “count-
er protest” effort.  It is 
also important to re-
port that this group 
was formed PRIOR to 
any organized efforts 
on the part of ARCY.

In conclusion, many 
of us in the community 
respect and appreciate 
our local law enforce-
ment.  It is unsettling 
and unfortunate that 
many community indi-
viduals and/or business-
es are forced to subdue 
their support publicly 
– for fear of retaliation 
by this so called “peace-
ful” group.  It should be 
noted that the “loud-
est” are not always a 
representation of the 
majority and/or of fact 
and many of us ap-
preciate the efforts of 
Chief Toth and his han-
dling of last summer’s 
events, along with his 
department’s contin-
ued quest to serve the 
community fairly and 
in its entirety.   

Please note:  This 
“Letter to the Editor” 
was written as a collec-
tive effort, on the part of 
a numerous concerned 
community members, 
some who wish to re-
main anonymous for 
fear of unjust retaliation 
as many have witnessed 
in our once otherwise 
welcoming town. 

Respectfully Sub-
mitted,

Darby J., on behalf 
of concerned commu-
nity members.

the charges, express-
ing their stand with 
community members.  
Council members be-
lieve this is not the end 
and would like to con-
tinue the work of re-
storing trust between 
the police department 
and community mem-
bers.  

The Council 
agreed to direct staff 
to search for an in-
dependent 3rd party 
analysis of The Police 
Department with a 
bigger scope than the 
Judge report had.  This 
is an effort to ensure 
the community can 
have trust and confi-
dence in the Depart-
ment. If anything is to 
be learned from the 
unrest this summer, 
it is that communities 
must trust the police 

Chelsea City Council 
Recommends The 

Charges Be Dropped
and if they don’t it is 
detrimental to com-
munities.  The Chelsea 
City Council is work-
ing to find a way to re-
store the trust.  

A motion to renew 
an existing contract 
between Chelsea and 
Oakland County IT 
department was ap-
proved. 

The standard out-
door seating permit 
for Los Tres Amigos 
and MDot for outdoor 
seating passed. 

A motion passed 
to create a Kaboom 
grant steering com-
mittee.

After some lan-
guage adjustments, 
the Chelsea Human 
Rights Commission 
2021 plan was accept-
ed. 

The Council did 
not accept the Chelsea 

Human Rights Com-
mission policy recom-
mendations, due to the 
commission not hav-
ing the power to create 
policy.  It did, howev-
er, address several of 
the recommendations 
during the meeting. 

A 180-day outdoor 
seating permit policy 
was established to al-
low restaurants to con-
tinue outdoor seating 
with less frequent re-
newals.  

The Wed and Sat-
urday farmers markets 
were approved. 

 The Council rec-
ognized the hard work 
of the DPW during 
the snowstorm and 
thanked them for the 
great job of keeping 
the roads safe.   The 
meeting adjourned 
but the work is con-
tinuing.
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Chelsea Police Department 
Weekly Summary

Incident #: 21-249 Location: 300 block of Wilkinson St.

Date: February 10, 2021 Time: 3:40 pm

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on rou-
tine patrol an officer 
responded to the 300 
block of Wilkinson 
Street for the report 
of a larceny from 
auto complaint. The 
complainant stated 
that sometime be-
tween February 8th 

at 4pm and Febru-
ary 9th at 12pm. The 
complainant had 
stated that recently 
the vehicle in ques-
tion had become 
noticeably louder in 
recent days. When 
the complainant 
took the vehicle to 
a repair shop it was 

determined that the 
catalytic convertor 
had been crudely 
cut off of the vehicle, 
possibly using a bat-
tery operated saw. 
At the time of the 
report there was no 
suspect information 
available.

Incident #: 21-235 Location: 300 block of Fairways Lane

Date: February 8, 2021 Time: 12:18 pm

I N F O R M A -
TION: While at the 
station an officer 
took a telephone re-
port regarding an 
identity theft com-
plaint that had re-
cently been discov-
ered but was believed 
to have occurred in 
November 2020. The 
complainant stated 
that he they had no-
ticed a drastic drop 
in their credit score 
and upon further in-

vestigation it was de-
termined that there 
was a delinquent 
AT&T DirecTV col-
lection that had re-
cently been report-
ed. The complainant 
discovered that an 
account had been 
created and their 
identity had been 
used to open the ac-
count in question. It 
was determined that 
the suspect account 
had been created in 

Georgia. At the time 
of the report no fur-
ther details were able 
to be obtained re-
garding the identity 
of the suspect. The 
officer assisted the 
complainant with 
filling out and sign-
ing the necessary 
documents to dis-
pute this account as 
fraudulent and have 
the item removed.

From Geoff Kimmerly
The Michigan High 

School Athletic Associ-
ation has selected eight 
student-athletes from 
Class B member schools 
to receive scholarships 
through the MHSAA/
Farm Bureau Insurance 
Scholar-Athlete Award 
program. 

Farm Bureau Insur-
ance, in its 32nd year of 
sponsoring the award, 
will give $1,000 college 
scholarships to 32 indi-
viduals who represent 
their member schools 
in at least one sport in 
which the Association 
sponsors a postseason 
tournament. The first 30 
scholarships are award-
ed proportionately by 
school classification 
and the number of stu-
dent-athletes involved 
in those classes; also, 
there are two at-large 
honorees who can come 
from any classification.

Students applying 
for the Scholar-Athlete 
Award must be carrying 
at least a 3.5 (on a 4.0 
scale) grade-point aver-
age and have previously 
won a letter in a varsi-
ty sport in which the 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association 
sponsors a postseason 
tournament. Other re-
quirements for the ap-
plicants were to show 
active participation in 
other school and com-

MHSAA: Scholar-
Athlete Award Recipients 

Announced In Class B
munity activities and 
produce an essay on the 
importance of sports-
manship in educational 
athletics.

Each of the schol-
arship recipients will 
be honored during an 
online ceremony later 
this winter. Commem-
orative medallions will 
be given to the finalists 
in recognition of their 
accomplishments.

The Class B Schol-
ar-Athlete Award hon-
orees are:  Haleigh 
Knowles, Sault Ste. Ma-
rie;  Andrea Kowalski, 
Chelsea; Elena Schwe-
gman, Pontiac Notre 
Dame Prep; Illyanna 
Marie Taylor, Three 
Rivers; Wilson Bragg, 
Gladwin; Hudson Al-
exander Harkness, Ne-
waygo; Dhilan Naga-
raju, Bloomfield Hills 
Cranbrook Kingswood; 
and Ryan Tang, Detroit 
Country Day.

Overviews of the 
scholarship recipients 
of the Class B Schol-
ar-Athlete Award fol-
low. A quote from each 
recipient's essay also is 
included:

(NOTE: If an ath-
lete intended to play 
and was part of a spring 
sports team in 2020, 
that sport is counted 
among the athlete’s to-
tal although the season 
was canceled due to 
COVID-19.)

Haleigh Knowles, 
Sault Ste. Marie 
Ran four seasons of 
varsity cross country, is 
playing her second sea-
son of varsity basketball 
and will participate in 
fourth season of varsity 
track & field this spring. 
Earned all-state and ac-
ademic all-state in cross 
country all four seasons, 
and earned all-state in 
track as a freshman and 
sophomore. Earned all-
league recognition in 
basketball. Served as 
varsity cross country 
captain, and basketball 
captain for subvarsity 
teams. Carries 4.06 GPA 
and is participating in 
fourth years of National 
Honor Society, student 
government, Business 
Professionals of Amer-
ica and Students Unit-
ed volunteer group and 
second year in LINKS 
program. Served as 
state and national del-
egate for BPA, and cur-
rently as chapter vice 
president and historian. 
Serving as social media 
coordinator and histo-
rian for student govern-
ment and group leader 
for Students United, 
both for second years. 
Earned gold-level Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service 
Award three times and 
Hospice of the EUP’s 
Service and Member-
ship Award. Will attend 
Michigan State Univer-

sity and study pre-law.
Essay Quote: “As 

the years have gone on, 
I opened my eyes to 
the game around me. 
When the whole gym 
is packed and coaches, 
fans, and players are all 
screaming at one an-
other, sportsmanship is 
playing with class.”

Andrea Kow-
alski, Chelsea 
Playing second year of 
varsity basketball and 
will play her fourth 
of varsity soccer this 
spring; also ran varsity 
cross country as a fresh-
man and sophomore. 
Earned all-league and 
all-region in soccer. 
Helped varsity basket-
ball team to league title 

in 2020 and cross coun-
try team to Regional 
title in 2017. Serving as 
basketball captain and 
will serve as soccer cap-
tain for second season. 
Carries 4.425 GPA and 
earned AP Scholar with 
Honor recognition. Par-
ticipating in fourth year 
of student council and 
second as cabinet op-
erations chair. Earned 
positions of flute sec-
tion leader for march-
ing band and first chair 
for band/wind sympho-
ny, and earned Division 
1 rating at all judged 
musical performances. 
Participating in second 
year of National Honor 
Society and civic en-
gagement club, the latter 

as a founding member.   
Will attend University 
of Michigan and study 
engineering.

Essay Quote: “Our 
opponents in education-
al athletics, club sports, 
or pickup games are just 
other people who want 
to compete. Whether a 
friend or foe, display-
ing empathy, respect, 
and integrity in all con-
tests is what makes the 
community of athletes a 
special place for every-
one. My adolescent eyes 
struggled to see it, but 
sportsmanship makes 
educational athletics 
bigger than each play-
er and bigger than the 
pitch. It equates us all as 
human beings.”


