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UMRC Foundation Partners with Creative Washtenaw To 
Provide Virtual Concerts for UMRC & Porter Hills Residents

The Chelsea City 
Council and Planning 
Commission held a 
joint work session to 

Chelsea City Council and Planning 
Commission Hold Work Session

review any questions or 
raise any issues with the 
draft ordinance.  Also 
present at the meet-
ing, Paul Lippens, Vice 
President of McKenna 

Planning as well as Julie 
Connochie, principal 
planner for McKenna, 
who is reviewing the 
masterplan and helping 
translate its goals into 

code for the city. 
This was the first 

of many drafts.  Prior 
to making any official 
changes, the public will 
have the opportunity to 
voice concerns or ex-
press desires for chang-
es in public hearings.  
The meeting purpose 
was to help make cer-
tain the planning com-
mission and the City 
Council understood 
what was done and had 
the opportunity to voice 
concerns to Julie in the 
first draft.  

The City of Chelsea 
has heard the concerns 
of the community and 
 continued on page 9
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MHSAA Winter 
Sports Statement

From: Geoff Kimmerly
The follow-

ing  statement is at-
tributable to Mark 
Uyl, executive direc-
tor of the Michigan 
High School Athlet-
ic Association, on 
the topic of Winter 
contact sports – girls 
and boys basketball, 
competitive cheer, ice 
hockey and wrestling 
– remaining on pause 
for contact activities 
including competi-

tion until Feb. 21, per 
the most recent up-
date to the emergency 
order from the Mich-
igan Department of 
Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS).

“We are unable to 
provide specific plans 
yet as we are still eval-
uating the best op-
tions for delivering a 
memorable experi-
ence for 60,000 ath-
letes involved in Win-
ter contact sports. We 

will continue asking 
questions and advo-
cating for all of our 
schools and athletes 
as we work toward 
building our next 
plans for seasons in 
basketball, competi-
tive cheer, ice hockey 
and wrestling. We will 
be ready with specific 
timelines as soon as 
MDHHS clears con-
tact sports to begin 
full activity.
 continued on page 10
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From Terris Ahrens
About the 

Award(s)
The Business 

Leadership Awards 
are presented each 
year to Chamber of 
Commerce members 
who are a catalyst and 
advocate for area busi-
nesses and organiza-
tions to promote and 
develop a vital busi-
ness environment in 
Chelsea.

Awardees are cho-
sen for their leader-
ship in one or more of 
the following areas:

1. Displaying in-
novative ideas and 
services.

2. Contributing to 
the economic impact 
of the City of Chelsea.

3. Providing ser-

Chelsea Area 
Chamber of 

Commerce Business 
Leadership Award 

Nominations

vices that meet the 
needs of the Chelsea 
area community.

4. Enhancing the 
uniqueness of the 
community image.

5. Demonstrating 
leadership in their 
business category.

6. Supporting the 
activities of the Chel-
sea Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

7. Demonstrating 
other exemplary char-
acteristics

The Business Lead-
ership Awards consist 
of three categories; 
Small Business of the 
Year (<11 Employees), 
Large Business of the 
Year (11+ Employees), 
and Non-Profit Or-
ganization of the year 
(501 (c)3).  Winners 

will be determined 
by the Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce Ambassadors.

Nominations
Nominations for 

the CACC Business 
Leadership Award can 
be made by anyone. To 
nominate a Chamber 
of Commerce mem-
ber visit the following 
link:

https://chelsea-
m i c h . c o m / a b o u t -
chelsea-area-cham-
b er-of-commerce/
cacc-business-leader-
ship-awards/

2020 Nomination 
Deadline Wednes-
day, March 3, 2021. 
If you have ques-
tions you can reach 
the Chamber office at 
(734) 475-1145.

To the Editor,
Kudos to our Chel-

sea school board for 
improving communi-
ty access and engage-
ment in its proceed-
ings.

I look forward to 
“virtually” attending 
school board meet-
ings over the internet, 
and reviewing video 

Letter to the Editor
recordings of board 
meetings that I cannot 
attend in "real-time."

Using its “Zoom" 
software, our board 
can now welcome 
dozens or hundreds of 
citizen-voter-taxpay-
ers - even after pan-
demic restrictions are 
lifted. Zoom can easily 
record Board meet-

ings “in the cloud” 
and YouTube can host 
these immense video 
files - for free!

I applaud our 21st 
Century school board 
for providing Open 
Meeting transparency, 
safe interaction, and 
archiving capabilities.

David Bloom 
29-year CSD resident

From Susan Ring-
ler-Cerniglia

Cases of the 
COVID-19 variant 
B117 have been iden-
tified in Washtenaw 
County. A total of 5 
cases of the variant 
have been identified 
and additional se-
quencing continues 
for other possible cas-
es already positive for 
COVID-19. Washt-
enaw County Health 
Department is now 
aware of a possible 
public exposure. Brief, 
public exposures 
are not normally a 
COVID-19 exposure 
concern but the B117 
variant is more easily 
transmitted and could 
lead to more cases, 
hospitalizations, and 
deaths.

As a precaution, 
the Health Depart-
ment recommends 
immediate COVID-19 
testing for anyone in 
the following loca-
tions at the specific 
times provided.

• Sun, Jan 17 at the 
Meijer on Ann Arbor 
Saline Rd., Ann Arbor 
MI from 9:00 to 10:00 
am

• Sun, Jan 17 Bri-
arwood Mall, 100 Bri-
arwood Circle, Ann 
Arbor MI from 1:00 
to 2:00 pm

COVID-19 Variant in 
Washtenaw County

Washtenaw County Health Department alerts 
public to possible exposures; encourages testing

Everyone should 
be aware of this new 
variant and limit any 
possible exposures to 
COVID-19.   This in-
cludes not gathering 
with people outside of 
your household and 
limiting more risky 
behaviors where so-
cial distancing and 
wearing masks can-
not be consistently 
done. Anyone who 
has symptoms of 
COVID-19, has been 
recently exposed, or 
who has recently trav-
eled to a place where a 
new variant is circu-
lating should be test-
ed.

“The possibility of 
additional spread of 
the variant is a con-
cern,” says  Juan Luis 
Marquez, MD, MPH, 
medical director with 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Depart-
ment.  “At this point 
and with the guidance 
of the Michigan De-
partment of Health 
and Human Services, 
we are encouraging 
extra precautions. 
Seek testing if you 
have symptoms, have 
recently been exposed 
to COVID-19, or have 
recently traveled to a 
place where the new 
variant is circulating. 
And everyone should 

make sure they are 
using all COVID-19 
precautions consis-
tently. This includes 
face masks, social dis-
tancing, hand clean-
ing, avoiding crowds 
or gatherings, and fol-
lowing isolation and 
quarantine guidance.”

The initial case of 
the B117 variant was 
identified on Jan 16 
in the University of 
Michigan commu-
nity. It is not clear if 
all subsequent cases 
are connected to this 
first case. Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment, MDHHS 
and the university are 
working closely to 
implement additional 
containment strate-
gies to slow the spread 
of the variant.

“We have been 
warning people for 
weeks that this vari-
ant would likely be 
identified in the State 
of Michigan,” says 
Dr Joneigh Khaldun, 
chief medical execu-
tive and chief deputy 
for health at MDHHS. 
“We want everyone to 
understand that this 
variant is much more 
easily transmitted, and 
there is increased risk 
of rapid spread.   Now 
is the time for people 
to take additional pre-

cautions and limit any 
potential exposures. 
Wear your mask, wash 
your hands, avoid 
gatherings, and make 
an appointment for a 
vaccine when it’s your 
turn.   We all have a 
role to play in ending 
this pandemic.”

COVID-19 Test-
ing

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
is working with the 
Michigan Department 
of Health and local 
partners to provide 
additional, no-cost 
COVID-19 testing 
opportunities. Testing 
will be available this 
Sun, Jan 24 from 12:00 
to 5:00 pm at Pioneer 
High School 601 W. 
Stadium Blvd, Ann 
Arbor, MI.  Pre-regis-
tration is available but 
not required. Ongoing 
testing options are list-
ed at www.washtenaw.
org/covid19test  or by 
using the  statewide 
COVID-19 test loca-
tor.

Faster spread of 

COVID-19 illness is 
a serious concern be-
cause the number of 
people sickened in-
creases so more may 
become seriously ill 
or die. Prevent trans-
mission whenever 
possible. Residents are 
strongly encouraged 
to use all effective pre-
vention strategies.

• Wear a face mask 
around others

• Keep at least 6 
feet apart from others

• Clean hands fre-
quently

• Avoid crowded 
areas or gatherings

• Ventilate indoor 
spaces if around oth-
ers

• Seek testing if ill, 
exposed, or after trav-
el

• Follow  isolation 
or quarantine  guid-
ance if ill, exposed, or 
waiting on test results

• Get vaccinat-
ed when vaccine be-
comes available to you

Additional Re-
sources

Centers for Dis-

ease Control and 
Prevention:  New 
COVID-19 Variants

Michigan De-
partment of Health 
and Human Services 
(MDHHS)  News Re-
leases

W a s h t e n a w 
County Health De-
partment  www.
w a s h t e n a w . o r g /
covid19

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
The Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
promotes health and 
works to prevent dis-
ease and injury in our 
community, including 
responding to health 
emergencies like the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Our mission is to 
assure, in partnership 
with the community, 
the conditions neces-
sary for people to live 
healthy lives through 
prevention and pro-
tection programs. 
Visit us at washtenaw.
org/health or call 734-
544-6700.
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Obituaries 
Margaret Claire 

(Walborn) Cousins

 ➢ continued from page 1

Margaret passed 
away at the age of 92 
in her home in Chel-
sea, Michigan on Jan. 
18, 2021 surround-
ed by her family after 
a battle with cancer. 
She was born on July 
29, 1928 in Detroit, 
Michigan to Harold 
Carleton Walborn and 
Thelma Louise (Poch) 
Walborn. Margaret 
was much loved by 
her family and known 
for her great laugh, 
her sense of humor 
and her generosity. 
She was very creative 
and always encour-
aged anyone with ar-
tistic talents. Margaret 
loved decorating, oil 
painting, sewing and 
travel, but most of all 
she loved being with 

her family. She was 
proud of her heritage 
as a direct descendent 
of Governor Winslow 
of the original colo-
nies as well as her Ger-
man ancestry on her 
mother’s side.

Margaret attended 
college at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and 
graduated from Ross 
School of Business. 
She went on to work at 
U of M as an adminis-
trator in the College of 
Engineering and the 
Literature, Science and 
Arts College in the Po-
litical Science Depart-
ment for many years. 
She had formerly been 
an accountant for the 
Ann Arbor Y as well 
as being a co-owner 
of several businesses 

in Ypsilanti, Wayne, 
and Detroit. Marga-
ret was a member and 
former vice-president 
of Zonta Internation-
al Ypsilanti Chapter. 
She volunteered at the 
Chelsea Community 
Hospital for over 10 
years and served on 
the board for the hos-
pital Gift Shop.

Margaret is sur-
vived by her son, 
Bruce W. Cousins 
(Deborah Aquilina) 
of Chelsea, and her 
daughter, Sheree D. 
Roberts (Thomas) of 
Whitmore Lake. She 
is also survived by 
her 3 granddaughters, 
Emily Louise Shafer 
Tull (Jon) of Pasade-
na, Elizabeth Ashley 
Shafer (Joseph May) 
of Whitmore Lake, 
Megan Ann Turriff 
and great-grandson, 
Landen of Grand Rap-
ids; and her brother, 
Brian W. Walborn 
(Ruth) of Alpena. She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents, and 
her brother, Bruce C. 
Walborn of Hart.

She was very close 
to her family and will 
be dearly missed.

A memorial 
service will be an-
nounced at a later 
date.  Arrangements 
by Cole Funeral Chap-
el.

Obituaries 
MaryAnn Beeman

10/11/1935 
-1/19/2021
Chelsea

MaryAnn Bee-
man (Brock) age 85 
of Chelsea, Ml passed 
away peacefully Janu-
ary 19, 2021 with her 
family by her side.

She was born Oc-
tober 11, 1935 in De-
troit, MI. She was the 
daughter of Helen 
(Griener) and Harry 
Brock of Detroit.

Mary Ann worked 
for 17 years for the 
National Bank of De-
troit.

She married Or-
son (Sonny) Beeman 
Jr. On December 27, 
1969. She spent her 
married life on the 
Beeman farm.

MaryAnn always 
worried and cared 
about everyone but 
herself.

MaryAnn is sur-

vived by her husband 
of 51 years Sonny: 
children Lucky (Jenni-
fer) Beeman of Grass 
Lake, David [Bonnie) 
Beeman of Chelsea.

She had 3 grand-
children Luke, Avery, 
and Emmett. One 
step granddaughter 
Bri and 2 step great 
granddaughters Scar-
lett and Rayne. They 
were all the highlight 
of her life. One sis-
ter Fran Warington 
of Plymouth, sister in 
law Ruth (Leonard) 
Hafner of Chelsea.

She was proceeded 
in death by her parents 
Helen; Harry Brock, 
cousin Dennis Grie-
ner, brother in law 
David Beeman, sister 
in law Olive Cooper.

MaryAnn also left 
behind many niec-
es and nephews that 
were a big part of her 
life.

Special thank you 
to her friends Judy 
Ferry and Judy Grau.

There will be a me-
morial service at a lat-
er date.

The United Meth-
odist Retirement Com-
munities (UMRC) 
Foundation is pleased 
to announce a virtual 
Winter Music Concert 
Series for residents of 
UMRC & Porter Hills. 
This series is made pos-
sible thanks to collab-
oration with Creative 
Washtenaw, based in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
and support from the 
Elizabeth Loder Fund. 
These concerts began 
on January 7 and will 
be offered to residents 
of UMRC & Porter 
Hills every Thursday 
evening through the 
end of March 2021.

“We are so excited 
to partner with Cre-
ative Washtenaw to 
provide musical enter-
tainment for our resi-
dents over the winter 
months,” said Melis-
sa Goodson, UMRC 
Foundation Major Gifts 
Officer. “This series of-
fers music from a vari-
ety of genres from art-
ists across Washtenaw 
County. We hope there 

UMRC Foundation Partners 
with Creative Washtenaw To 
Provide Virtual Concerts for

UMRC & Porter Hills 
Residents
will be something for 
everyone.”

UMRC Foundation 
and Porter Hills Foun-
dation President Wen-
dy Brightman, added, 
“COVID-19 has been 
so difficult for our res-
idents to be isolated 
from friends and fam-
ily members. We are 
thrilled to bring music 
and joy to the older 
adults we love and serve 
at UMRC & Porter 
Hills through this con-
cert series and grateful 
to the Loder family for 
making it possible.”

Artists record their 
concerts, and resi-
dents may then view 
the broadcasts through 
their computer, tab-
let or Smart TVs. Per-
formances so far have 
included composer, 
pianist and vocalist, 
Hannah Baiardi; the 
David Sharp Worlds 
Trio; and baritone, 
Darnell Ishmel, and 
accompanist, Andrew 
Barnes Jamieson.

Residents of UM-
RC’s Prairie Cottages, 
Charlie and Linda Brit-
ton, are enjoying the 
series. “Charlie and I 
enjoyed the beautiful 
music the Foundation 
brought into our Cot-

tage yesterday!” said 
Linda. “The baritone 
voice and the artis-
tic skills of the pia-
nist brought joy in the 
midst of this pandemic. 
We loved the contem-
porarily sung songs, 
the gospel songs with 
which we are familiar, 
and even a little Christ-
mas music reminding 
us that the loving times 
of Christmas must be 
practiced and celebrat-
ed all year long. Even 
our black lab, Ember, 
relaxed at our feet, 
keeping us company! 
Thank you!”

“Washtenaw Coun-
ty is the home to many 
world-class performers 
and musicians, many 
who have been side-
lined by COVID-19,” 
reported Deb Polich, 
president/CEO of Cre-
ative Washtenaw. “We

applaud UMRC 
and the Elizabeth Lod-
er Fund for presenting 
this series and provid-
ing the joy of music to 
residents and artists, 
too!”

Said Brightman, 
“During the chill of 
winter, we hope these 
concerts will warm the 
hearts and cheer the 
souls of our residents.”

Obituaries 
Edward Joseph Rizzo

Edward Joseph 
Rizzo died on Janu-
ary 21, 2021. He was 
born in White Plains, 
NY on June 9, 1941 
to Russell Rizzo and 
Elizabeth Reed Riz-
zo. He is survived by 
his beloved wife of 
36 years, Sherri Lyon 
Rizzo.   He is survived 
by his three children 
Mary Rizzo of Pinck-
ney, MI, Todd Rizzo 
(Andrea VanDenBer-
gh)  of Belleville, MI,  
and Natalie Rizzo Pic-
cotti (Joseph Piccot-
ti) of San Diego, CA. 
He had four grand-
children, Alexander, 
Aaron, Adriana, and 
Addison.  He is sur-
vived by sisters Glad-
ys Bernabei of San Di-
ego, Ca. and Elizabeth 
Tracy of South Car-
olina, and brothers 
Richard Rizzo (Karen 
Montross) of Gran-
ville, NY and Michael 

Rizzo (Carol Skelt-
on) of Granville, NY, 
and many nieces and 
nephews and grand 
nieces and nephews, 
and cousins. He was 
preceded in death by 
son Michael Hodge 
Rizzo, brothers Sal-
vatore Rizzo and Rus-
sell Rizzo and sister 
Barbara Rizzo, and 
ex-wife Tamara Pabst 
Gerber.

Edward was re-
tired from Bell & 
Howell in Ann Ar-
bor, MI., and also re-
tired from the State 
of Michigan where 
he worked 30 years 
in the Departments 
of Corrections, Men-
tal Health, Social 
Services and Natural 
Resources. He served 
in the United States 
Air Force for 5 years 
and the Reserves for 
3 years.

Over 50 years 
he volunteered with 
fire departments 
in Hawthorne, NY, 
Whitmore Lake, MI 
and Unadilla Town-
ship (Gregory), MI. 
He also was with the 
Livingston County 
Arson Investigation 
Team for 10 years.

 He also volun-
teered more than 20 
years with the Boy 
Scout troop in Whit-

more Lake, an Handi-
cap Enforcement Offi-
cer for the Livingston 
County Sheriff, Zon-
ing Administrator for 
Unadilla Township, 
Zoning Enforcement 
Officer for Northfield 
Township and Una-
dilla Township, and 
as a park volunteer 
with the Army Corps 
of Engineers in Ennis, 
Texas.

He was an avid 
collector of firefight-
ing and Dalmatian 
dog memorabilia and 
was a member of the 
Great Lakes Interna-
tional Antique Fire 
Apparatus Associa-
tion with his antique 
fire trucks. He attend-
ed many car and fire 
truck shows, winning 
several prizes over the 
years. But what he en-
joyed most over the 
years was allowing 
children to climb in 
and out of his truck 
and hug his various 
Dalmatian dogs.

Donations in his 
memory can be giv-
en to either the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma 
Society or the Alz-
heimer’s Association. 
Service arrangements 
are pending.
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Savings in
Chelsea

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Compa-

ny will be conducting 
a series of short in-
terviews with Chel-
sea Residents for 52 
weeks, bringing to 
light differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these weekly 
interviews or perhaps 
it will be YOU! Stay 
tuned and follow us 
each week – we now 
introduce you to  Mrs. 
Tammy Mason.

What is your 
current profession? 
Owner/CFO of Rob-
erts Paint & Body, Inc. 
I started working as an 
employee at Roberts 
Paint & Body in 2005, 
when Matt, my hus-
band,  partnered with 
the previous owners 
John and Jerry Rob-
erts.

Your family mem-
bers: Husband - Mat-
thew Mason, Sons 
- Max and Michael 
Mason.

People think of 
me as: quiet and re-
served but really I am 
friendly and outgoing 
once you get to know 
me. 

When did you 
move to Chelsea and 
where did you live 
prior to coming to 
Chelsea? We moved 
to Chelsea in 2008 
shortly after Matt 
and I became owners 
of Roberts,  in 2007. 
Previously our family 
lived in Grass Lake.  I 
was born in California 
and moved all over be-
cause my dad was in 
the Air Force. 

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live?  My home 
is secluded in the 
woods, but we are only 
minutes away from 
town, so I get the best 
of both worlds.

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? I have always 
loved the idea of a 
home on one of the 

Great Lakes.  Harbor 
Springs or Glen Arbor 
areas would be ideal.

What three words 
describe your style? 
Comfortable, Homey, 
Uncluttered.

What are you 
most inspired by in 
your design/decor? 
Nature, we are sur-
rounded by it, and 
Michigan is filled with 
it.

As you think 
about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have incor-
porated some of them 
in your own home?

I am comfort-
ed with  woods sur-
rounding our home, 
as the house I grew up 
in was on a wooded 
lot. My parent’s home 
felt comfortable and 
warm with stained 
wood trim and floors. 
It also offered many 
windows to enjoy the 
seasons and a double 
sided fireplace for cold 
winter nights. While 
we have painted wood 
trim and rustic hard 
wood floors, we have 
many windows to en-

joy all the nature on 
our property with a 
large fireplace as well, 
as the focus of our 
great room. 

When entering 
your home, how do 
you want it to feel? 
Comfortable and wel-
coming.

What is one de-
sign style you do not 
like? Contemporary - 
it always feels cold to 
me and detached.

What is the big-
gest design issue you 
struggle with?  I don't 
like cluttered spaces, 
so I struggle with ac-
cessory and art place-
ment.  I don’t mind 
seeing a nice clean 
wall, but often wonder, 
should it have some-
thing on it, or can it be 
an open space?

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an exist-
ing one? Yes! Many 
of my friends know I 
used to call our house 
the "UBH house" aka, 
Ugly Blue House! Matt 
and I bought the house 
purely for the property 
and the potential we 
knew it had. We com-
pletely remodeled our 
home in 2015, a major 
undertaking, basically 
rebuilding the entire 
structure, creating a 
more open floor plan 
with lots of windows 

and a large deck. This 
is our forever home. 

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 

design of your home 
- if so, what did you 
find most helpful?

Absolutely! Matt 

Mrs. Tammy Mason
Photos by Tammy Mason

 continued on page 9
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From: Maggie Wise
Though 2020 was 

a year unlike any oth-
er due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, 
American 1 Credit 
Union is still com-
mitted to giving back 
to their communities 
through sponsor-
ships, donations, and 
volunteer efforts.

“Consistent and 
thoughtful commu-
nity giving is incred-
ibly important to 
American 1 always, 
but especially during 
a global pandemic,” 
said Martha Fuer-
stenau, President/
CEO of American 1. 
“Our Executive Team 
and Board of Direc-
tors are pleased to 
support our commu-
nities, membership, 
and employees during 
these trying times.”

In 2020 American 
1 gave to 65 organi-
zations in Jackson, 

American 1 2020 Community 
Contributions

Lenawee, Hillsdale, 
Wayne, Washtenaw, 
and Calhoun coun-
ties with donations 
totaling more than 
$100,000. The most 
notable American 1 
community initia-
tives included:

• Partnering with 
TRUE Community 
Credit Union (for-
merly CP Feder-
al Credit Union) to 
host the 20th Annual 
Hit ‘em Fore Hospice 
Virtual Golf Benefit, 
which raised near-
ly $60,000 to benefit 
the Henry Ford Alle-
giance Hospice Home 

• Donating more 
than $15,000 to The 
Salvation Army 
through the Red 
Shield Benefit, a Vir-
tual Car Sale give-
back, and their fourth 
quarter Donate Local 
initiative

• P r o v i d i n g 
$12,000 in scholar-

ships to 12 graduating 
seniors through their 
Skip-a-Pay program

• Giving $3,000 to 
United Way for pan-
demic relief efforts

• C ont r i but i ng 
104 hours of Vol-
unteer Time Off by 
American 1 staff 
members

“We were encour-
aged by the creativity 
of nonprofits and the 
dedication of busi-
nesses in our commu-
nity to support those 
most impacted by 
the pandemic,” said 
Janelle Merritt, VP 
of Community Part-
nerships. “Although 
2020 looked different 
than we planned, I’m 
thankful our strate-
gic plan and commit-
ment to our commu-
nities still allowed us 
to give back during a 
challenging year.”

Established in 
1950, American 1 

Credit Union today 
serves over 59,000 
members with 16 
branch locations 
across Jackson, 

Washtenaw, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Lenawee, 
and Wayne counties. 
American 1 is proud 
to serve the members 

of their communities 
by creating financial 
wellness through per-
sonal everyday bank-
ing.
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Photos By:  Director of Culinary Services, Patti Kucera

Disclaimer: All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM 
employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2016 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. All prices include being a current Costco member as of 
1/4/2021 Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will qualify. Prices are good through 1/31/2021. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for 
tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 1/31/2021.  See dealer for more details.

©2021 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2021 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$319/ 24/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
20,000miles.

Stk. #K18177

2021 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$347/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18027

2021 XT5 FWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$329/ 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18004

2020 CT5

$349 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT WITH 3182 MILES) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage 
charge of 25¢ per mile over 30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. #K08311

2020 CT4 PREMIUM 
LUXURY

$309 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08467
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
NIGHTTIME, VAMPIRES, 

RESOLUTIONS AND ROBERT FROST

Well, it's four 
weeks into the New 
Year and already I've 
broken all of my New 
Year's resolutions. 

Surprise, surprise. 
Actually, four 

weeks is a pretty long 
time for me when it 
comes to New Year's 
resolutions, or any 
type of resolution, for 
that matter. 

All throughout 
the previous years 
I've always told my-
self to change this or 
that about who I am 
or about my actions 
or about the things 
I say, etc. And, of 
course, I never do it. I 
don't know if I'm just 
lazy or if I feel it's re-
ally not necessary and 
that I'm overreacting 
or I just don't care. 
It's probably a bit of 
all three, though the 
older I get, the lazier 
I seem to act. 

I'm a night owl. 
I always have been. 
Last night, my head 
didn't hit the pillow 
until 7 a.m. Granted, I 
work nights so it's not 
a big stretch for me 
to go to bed at 6 a.m. 
or 7 a.m. most nights, 
but it's still a bit odd 
in the grand scheme 

of things.
I always joke that 

during this time of 
the winter months I 
live a vampire's exis-
tence. I swear there 
are stretches of days 
when I truly don't see 
the sun. I leave for 
work when it's dark, 
I get home when it's 
dark and when I get 
up to start the next 
day, if my blinds are 
closed throughout 
the house, I won't 
leave the house, 
again, until it's dark 
outside. Even if I 
open my blinds when 
I awake from my 
slumber, I only have 
about two to three 
hours of daylight -- 
and during this time 
of the gloomy year, 
it's normally overcast 
anyway. 

It's funny, but the 
few times I have to 
be up in the morning 
and leave my home, 
I have to adjust my 
eyes. My pupils just 
aren't accustomed to 
such daytime bright-
ness. I always say to 
myself, "Wow, it really 
is nice in the morn-
ing, isn't it?" Then I 
grumble, "I guess, but 
I'd really like to still 
be in bed right now." 

Anyhow, for many 
years a New Year's 
resolution and, quite 
frankly, an "anytime 
of the year" resolu-
tion, has been to go to 
bed earlier and get up 
earlier. "You can get so 
much accomplished," 
my swear-by-it morn-
ing people friends tell 
me. "It's so peaceful 

in the morning," my 
outdoor power-walk-
ing/jogging morning 
athletes inform me. 
"It's spiritual, invig-
orating and life-af-
firming," my ethere-
al, transcendentalist, 
nature-loving friends 
wax poetically to me. 

I agree with ev-
erything my morn-
ing people friends tell 
me. I really do. But I 
get so much accom-
plished at night. I 
know mornings are 
peaceful, quiet and 
tranquil, but the night 
is silent. It's "Silent 
Night" for a reason 
and not "Silent Morn-
ing." The night is 
hushed, voiceless and 
still. It's less busy and 
hectic and I thrive in 
that environment. 

I know this is cra-
zy-talk, but up until a 
few weeks ago I had 
never read a single 
poem by Robert Frost. 
Recently though, the 
historian in me was 
researching (just for 
the heck of it) Frost's 
time in Ann Arbor as 
a Fellow at the Uni-
versity of Michigan in 
the 1920s. Turns out, 
like me, Frost was a 
night person. He did 
a lot of his best work 
during the night and 
into the wee hours of 
the morning. He was 
somewhat of an in-
somniac apparently 
and would oftentimes 
leave his home and 
wander around Ann 
Arbor at night, walk-
ing, thinking and en-
joying the solitude. 
He wrote a poem 

about these nighttime 
walks in Ann Arbor 
called "Acquainted 
with the Night." It's 
my favorite of his 
writings, so far. It hits 
home, for I too am 
acquainted with the 
night. It's said Frost 
used to like to walk 
down Division Street 
and in and around 
that area while he was 
living in Ann Arbor 
(on Pontiac Trail not 
far from the Broad-
way Bridge, he also 
lived on Washtenaw 
Street across from 
where the U-M rock 
is located). I have 
driven on Division 
Street and over the 
Broadway Bridge a 
million times and will 
never experience the 
ride the same again. 
I also have been driv-
ing past the Washt-
enaw Street house for 
years and never knew 

Robert Frost won four Pulitzer Prizes during his lifetime. In the 1920s, 
Frost lived in Ann Arbor and worked for the University of Michigan.  

it. 
Either way, I'm 

rambling now and, 
as usual, so off-topic. 
What was I talking 
about? Anyhow, like 
Frost, I, too, am a 
night person. And, 
also like Frost, I've 
won the Pulitzer 
Prize four times. I've 
just been keeping that 
little nugget on the 
down low. And if you 
buy that, as George 
Strait said, I've got 
some oceanfront 
property in Arizona 
for you -- and, okay, 
I'll throw the Golden 
Gate in free. 

I guess my point 
(sorry it's taken so 
long to get there) 
is that I, of course, 
never stay a morn-
ing person very long 
even if I try to get up 
earlier. I easily break 
my resolution, along 
with numerous oth-

er resolutions, New 
Year's or otherwise. I 
won't bore you with 
excessive details. I've 
read the secret to be-
ing a bore is to "tell 
everything." So, that 
being said, I will stop 
here and not describe 
every resolution I've 
broken this year or 
throughout my life-
time.

 You're welcome. 
It's actually 4:05 

a.m. as I sit here writ-
ing this column. 

It's peaceful.
It's quiet.
It's dark outside. 
And like Frost, I, 

too, have been one 
acquainted with the 
night.

And I wouldn't 
have it any other 
way...
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 ➢ continued from page 4 Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly 
Summary
No news to report

is attempting to address 
the need for housing 
for a wider group of 
people. The previous 
code had the uninten-
tional impact of being 
prohibitive. Several big 
topics were discussed, 
concerns expressed and 
questions answered.

One major top-
ic of discussion was a 
new housing type on 
the masterplan, ADUs.   
ADUs are accessory 
units.  Many carriage 
houses on older Chel-
sea properties could 
potentially be convert-
ed into rental spaces.  
There is also the possi-
bility of creating an at-
tached ADU in an attic 
or garage.  As the baby 
boomers age and the re-
ality of the cost of keep-
ing elderly family mem-
bers safe hits us, ADUs 
pose a reasonable solu-
tion for people; think, 
mother-in-law suites.   
Beyond a solution for 
aging relatives, the pos-
sibility for unique more 
affordable housing and 
rental space is opened.  
How to regulate be-
came a concern. At-
tached ADUs for fam-
ily only?  What defines 
a family? Laws have 
not always recognized 
family in the way that 
daily members do.  My 
children know my best 
friend as family.  He has 
always been their uncle. 
He celebrates holidays 
at our house, just as a 
family would, but he is 

Chelsea City 
Council and 

Planning 
Commission Hold 

Work Session
not legally family. The 
limitation for the fami-
ly becomes a challenge. 
Concerns with noncon-
forming spaces were 
raised.   If a carriage 
house is on a property 
line, will neighbors feel 
as if their privacy has 
been invaded by an ad-
ditional family living so 
close? The leases would 
need to be longer than a 
month to prevent Airb-
nb’s from gobbling up 
all affordable housing in 
the area.  However, the 
State is working on laws 
that may prevent local 
municipalities from 
regulating Airbnb’s, so 
the status will be closely 
watched. 

Another major top-
ic on the table is the idea 
of economy efficient 
dwellings, a label for 
tiny home communities 
in the different forms 
they could potentially 
be developed.  These 
dwellings must be on a 
foundation, not wheels.  
There was curiosity 
over how tiny home 
communities would be 
developed.  Paul Lippen 
elaborated that these 
communities would 
be handled similarly 
to site condos.  The lot 
size for clusters would 
be ten thousand square 
feet with between six 
and eight homes clus-
tered.  Because this idea 
is relatively new, con-
cern was raised regard-
ing the market for such 
communities.  One 
need only look at the 

current real estate mar-
ket and the demand for 
smaller, starter homes. 
Several people raised 
the concern that be-
cause tiny homes are 
so custom, it may not 
be the solution to af-
fordable housing.  Paul 
explained that these 
homes can be created in 
a factory, streamlining 
and making the process 
more cost-efficient for 
the developer. 

The work session 
was not a time to cre-
ate law.  It gave Julie the 
ability to listen to con-
cerns from the Plan-
ning Commission and 
Council and update her 
draft.  There will be le-
gal issues addressed and 
confusion with wording 
and definitions tackled 
before another draft is 
reviewed.  Given the 
long term implications 
of changing the city 
code, it will be a long 
process.  Public input 
will be taken before any 
decisions are finalized.  
This was the first step.  
Julie was focused on 
hearing the concerns, 
noting the problems, 
and reworking the draft 
to create a better one 
with more input.  If, as 
a member of the com-
munity, you would like 
a say in what Chelsea 
looks like ten years into 
the future, watch for 
upcoming hearings so 
you can contribute your 
thoughts and be a part 
of shaping the future of 
Chelsea.  

 ➢ continued from page 1

and I knew most of the 
elements we wanted 
when we rebuilt the 
UBH, however I want-
ed help with paint col-
ors and to have all the 
rooms look put to-
gether and cohesive.

Have you stayed 
true to a style through 
the years, or have you 
fluctuated in your 
tastes? As I’ve grown 
and moved to new 
homes and locations, 
my styles have indeed 
altered. Nothing huge-
ly dissimilar, but dif-
ferent settings call for 
changed décor.

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
select one item from 
your home to keep, 
what would it be?   
That's a difficult ques-
tion. I love my home 
and all it's different 
features. Matt and I 
thought many years 
about how we wanted 
our dream home to be. 
After thinking about 
it, it is part of the home 
itself, the windows, as 
they offer the beautiful 
views. I  love waking 
up and seeing what a 
new day brings – sun-
rise, snow…etc.  Each 
window has a differ-
ent view of the prop-
erty and is filled with 
mother nature.

Which room 
in your home gets 
the most use?  The 
kitchen. No matter 
how many people we 
have over, everyone 
stands, sits or is near 
the kitchen island.  
It is the heart of our 
home, food, laughter, 
warmth- all in one.

No room is com-
plete without: A per-
sonal touch.

If you are a pet 
owner, how has that 
influenced your 
choices in design, if 
it has? I am sad to say, 
we just lost our dog 
Cooper, he was old-
er, so making sure the 
elements of our home 
were cleanable was 
necessary.

Has any local 
venue particularly 
caught your eye - if 
so why? Chelsea has 
many little gems. The 
downtown shops have 
great ideas and goods 
for any home. If you 
make some turns off 
the beaten path, you 
will discover addition-
al treasures….try driv-
ing down Waterloo 
Rd, on N. Territorial 
Road.

What did you do to 
pass the time during 
the COVID-19 State 
shutdown?  Worked! 
While we were closed 
for a month, there 
were still things that 
needed to be handled 
at the business. Matt 
and the boys cleaned 
and rearranged the 
shop for better pro-
duction.

If you were given 
$1,000 to buy a new 
piece of art, what 
would it be? A sculp-
ture, like a bronze 
western Remington, 
even though $1,000 
wouldn’t buy a frac-
tion of one of those.

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie – The Pro-
posal  - I  enjoyed San-
dra Bullock and Ryan 

Reynolds. The house 
in the movie is stun-
ning!

Favorite Histor-
ical Place You have 
visited –  Gatlinburg, 
TN

Scent – A home 
cooked meal

Music – Country
TV Show - The Big 

Bang Theory
Meal – Anything 

From Common Grill
Travel Destina-

tion (on your bucket 
list) – Ireland

Season –Autumn
Color - Orange
Favorite thing to 

Collect – Roosters
Design Style -  

French Country
Museum – The 

Field Museum of Nat-
ural History,  in Chi-
cago

Hobbies- Reading
Favorite Tree – 

Red Maple
Item on a book-

shelf – Family Pictures
Kitty’s Note: Tam-

my and I have known 
each other for a few 
years as our boys were 
in the same grades, but 
we discovered over this 
sit down that we have 
more in common than 
we knew. I mean, who 
else has their favorite 
color as orange? (im-
mediate connection!) 
Tammy and her family 
are hardworking small 
business owners and 
I know our Chelsea 
Community appreci-
ates having their type 
of business in town.  
Raise your hand if 
you have been part of 
the Hit a Deer (Oct. 
1-Dec 31) club, where 
you  “hit a buck and 
get some doe!”  We 
have!   Their beautiful 
home and setting is a 
respite after working 
hard at the business 
all day/week.  When 
I was there, the boys 
were out ice-fishing 
and taking advantage 
of the nature that sur-
rounds them. A lovely 
home for a lovely fam-
ily indeed.

Tammy and Matt Mason

Mason  great room –Photo by Kitty

Mason Kitchen –Photo by Kitty
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 ➢ continued from page 1

From City of Chelsea
When: February 

1, 2021 - March 5, 
2021

DTE will be doing 
work related to their 
Natural Gas Pipeline 
on Dexter-Chelsea 
Road between Feb-
ruary 1st and March 
5th.  This work will re-

Road Closure 
at Dexter-

Chelsea Road
quire a closure of both 
eastbound and west-
bound lanes of traffic 
on Dexter-Chelsea 
Road between Freer 
Road and McKinley 
Street.     Residential 
access will be provid-
ed during this time.   
If you have questions 
about this project, 

please direct them 
to Julia Upfal, Com-
munity Development 
Director at (734) 780-
5189.   We apologize 
for any inconvenienc-
es and thank you for 
your patience  while 
this project takes 
place.

“We have said 
from the start of the 
2019-20 school year 
that we would do ev-
erything possible to 
have three seasons, 
and play all three 
to completion. Our 
strong advocacy for 
all sports and seasons 

MHSAA 
Winter 
Sports 

Statement
– and especially Win-
ter sports – continues 
every day.”

The MHSAA this 
past weekend con-
cluded its 11-Player 
Football Finals, which 
along with Girls Vol-
leyball, Lower Penin-
sula Girls Swimming 
& Diving and 8-Play-

er Football Finals 
were allowed to con-
clude this month with 
competing teams and 
individuals taking 
part in an MDHHS 
rapid testing pilot 
program.


