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Hailey looks 
forward

Chelsea senior   
Hailey Neal was one 
part of a group of 
talented seniors who 
would have ran track 
this season, “I  plan 
to try out for the club 
team at Michigan State 
University,” Neal said. 
“I plan on going to 
MSU for nursing and 

aspire to be an OB 
nurse.”

Her favorite classes 
are  AP Econ, Orches-
tra, and Advanced Fit-
ness.

Favorite teachers 
for Hailey are Coach 
Taylor in Advanced 
Fitness “because he al-
ways checks in on you 
and cares about how 
you are doing, and also 

always wants to see you 
succeed,” Mrs. Johnson 
from college prep “be-
cause she always keeps 
you busy and the class 
environment is aston-
ishing,” and Mr. Pedlow 
from AP Economics 
“because he connects 
with students in a way 
where it is fun to learn 
and to understand.” 

Hailey’s favorite 

coaches: “Coach Thor-
burn, Coach Cruise, 
and Coach Beaver all 
helped tremendously 
throughout my high 
school career. Coach 
Thorburn has been my 
coach since 7th grade 
cross country and has 
been an important per-
son to me since then. 
He has always pushed 
me to better myself 
and I cannot thank him 
enough for that. Coach 
Beaver was my coach 
for long jump for the 
past couple of years 
and has been a great 
help to me to pursue 
my PR’s. Coach Cruise 
has made an impact on 
my life by always being 
a good motivator and 
by seeing his smile ev-
ery day.” 

“I chose nursing as 
my major because it 
is something that has 
always interested me 
since I was little,” she 
said. “I’ve always want-
ed to go into the med-
ical field but it wasn’t 
until last year when I 
took the Consortium 
Health Science class 
that I knew I wanted 
to be a nurse. Another 
thing that I found last 
year that interested me 
was becoming an OB/
GYN. So I chose to be-
come a nurse in an OB 
setting to get the best of 
both worlds.”

She said her moth-
er and father have al-

Riley is Running 
for FIA

Riley Thorburn recently ran a marathon around 
Chelsea and raised over $1,877 for Faith in Action.

During the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
there have been nu-
merous examples of 
individuals coming to-
gether to help support 
the community and to 
raise money for those 
in need. Riley Thor-
burn, a local teen re-
cently ran her longest 
marathon ever around 
the town of Chelsea 
and collected over 
$1,877 for Faith in Ac-
tion.

Riley stated that 
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ways supported her 
through her academic 
and athletic career.  “In 
my high school career, 
I have ran track, cross 
country, and played 
soccer,” she said. “I ran 
cross country fresh-
man and sophomore 
year. I have ran track all 
four years and was also 
planning on playing 
soccer my senior year. 
I was going to balance 
soccer and track but 
unfortunately spring 
sports were cancelled.”

She has many 
proud moments. 
“Proud moments of 
high school would be 
many specific meets 
in track where I pr’d. 
My proudest moment 

Hailey looks 
forward

 ➢ continued from page 1 in my track career was 
PR’ing 15’ 1” in long 
jump,” she explained. 
“My plan this year was 
to PR again and try to 
go to states but unfor-
tunately couldn’t due to 
corona. Another proud 
moment was PR’ing 
in cross country and 
just that feeling of ac-
complishment after ev-
ery race and knowing 
you ran as hard as you 
could.”

School closing was 
tough for this senior. 
“It was very difficult 
hearing that school was 
cancelled and that we 
possibly might not have 
a graduation,” she said. 
“However I was devas-
tated once I found out 
spring sports were can-

celled. I never would’ve 
thought last year would 
be my last track meet in 
high school.”

She will miss her 
classmates. “Positives 
of other events are the 
team experience and 
getting to know and 
create new friendships 
with your team. Over-
all I miss our class as 
a whole. It’s crazy to 
think about not see-
ing many of them ever 
again.” 

Advice from the 
senior athlete is strong. 
“Try your hardest and 
you will succeed,” she 
said. “If you believe 
that you can do it, you 
will, if you don’t believe 
you can, you won’t.”

LOCAL STUDENTS NAMED ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS

Three students 
from Dwight Beach 
Middle School in Chel-
sea have been named 
local winners in the 
51 st annual America 
& Me Essay Contest, 
sponsored by Farm 
Bureau Insurance. 

The three stu-
dents, who earned 
the first, second, and 
third place awards for 
their school, are Mar-
ah Putnam, first, Seren  
Angus, second, and 
Grace Miriam Ratliff, 
third. All three received 

1st Place – Marah Putnam wrote her essay on Mrs. 
Jeanne Franks, who Marah has developed a human 

connection with through Mrs. Franks leading of  
Marah’s youth group.

2nd Place – Seren Angus wrote her essay 
on her “Music Knight”, former CHS music 

teacher Mr. Jed Fritzemeier.

3rd Place – Grace Miriam Ratliff wrote 
her essay on her friend Jesse Jacobusse.

award certificates for 
their achievement. As 
the school's first place 
winner, Marah's name 
will also be engraved 
on a plaque for per-
manent display in the 
school. 

Dwight Beach 
Middle School's par-
ticipation in the Amer-
ica & Me Essay Con-
test was sponsored by 
Farm Bureau Insur-
ance agent Rick Eder 
of CHELSEA. 

Marah's first place 
essay now advances 

to the state level com-
petition, from which 
the top ten essays 
in Michigan will be  
selected. The top ten 
statewide winners, 
who will be announced 
in April, will each re-
ceive a plaque, a me-
dallion and a cash  
award of $1,000. In 
addition, the top 
ten essayists will be 
honored at a ban-
quet in Lansing, meet 
with Michigan's top  
governmental leaders, 
and be the featured 

guests at a Lansing 
Lugnuts minor league 
baseball game dedicat-
ed in their honor. We 
will also be presenting 
each top ten statewide 
school with a $1,000 
check, along with an 
additional $500 if the 
school was sponsored 
by a Farm Bureau In-
surance agent. 

Several thousand 
eighth grade students 
from nearly 400 Mich-
igan schools partic-
ipated in the 2019 
-2020 America & Me 

Essay Contest, which 
was conducted with 
the help of Farm Bu-
reau Insurance agents 
across the state. The 
topic of the 2019 -2020  
contest was "My Per-
sonal Michigan Hero." 
Marah should take 
great pride in advanc-
ing to the state level 
competition. 

A team of finalist 
judges, including a top 
Michigan government 
official as well as the 
sponsoring teachers 
of last year's top two 

statewide winners, will 
determine the ranking 
of the top ten statewide 
winners this year. 

Started in 1968 and 
open to all Michigan 
eighth grade students, 
the contest encourag-
es Michigan young-
sters to explore the  
greatness of Ameri-
ca and its people. As 
sponsor of the contest, 
Farm Bureau Insur-
ance has earned 11 na-
tional awards from the 
Freedoms Foundation 
at Valley Forge.
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On Mother’s Day 
this year Chelsea lost 
one of the icons of our 
town.  No he was not 
a rich man, or a pow-
erful man, or a local 
leader, but someone 
who brought joy and 
friendship into many 
people’s lives in Chel-
sea.  There is no one 
living in town that can 
say they have not seen 
him riding one of his 
various 10 speed bikes 
around town day af-
ter day, month after 
month, year after year!  
Yes I am speaking of 
Phil Heymann. We 
moved to Chelsea in 
2004 from Livonia so 
we could raise our son, 
in a small town, where 
people knew and cared 
about each other. We 
were tired of just being 
another number in the 
Detroit suburbs.  Phil 
was the epitome of the 
small town person we 

Letter to the Editor
were looking for.  We 
met Phil very early on 
in the same way ev-
eryone met Phil. As he 
rode around town, he 
would strike up con-
versations with just 
about anyone, like his 
own independent wel-
coming committee. He 
loved just shooting the 
breeze with you telling 
you tales of his love of 
golf, his beloved pot-
belly pig, or the latest 
round of aches and 
pains he unfortunate-
ly suffered with for so 
many years, that the 
bike riding helped 
with, somewhat.  My 
husband and I laughed 
and laughed at the 
many tales he would 
tell as we sat on our 
porch, like people used 
to do before we were 
all too busy to even 
notice our neighbors.  
He would find “trea-
sures” in various plac-

es, clean them up, and 
give them to little tikes 
he knew around town,  
telling them it was “Pi-
rate Treasure”, which 
of course they would 
believe with great ex-
citement.  He loved to 
make a daily stop at the 
Chelsea State Bank for 
a cup of coffee and to 
visit with his many tell-
er friends who counted 
on his visits for some 
comic relief. Phil had 
few possessions in life 
but he had a wealth of 
friends and “chosen” 
family who loved and 
cared very much about 
him!  I know I will be 
waiting, and looking 
for Phil for a long time 
to come when I am 
weeding in my garden 
or sitting on my porch. 
Phil you will be greatly 
missed!  I hope you are 
teeing off in the great 
golf course in the sky!

Cathy Bean

From Virginia Krueger
Chelsea District Li-

brary planned to host 
Jacopo Giacopuzzi and 
his sister Maddalena 
for the fourth annual 
Music in the Air con-
cert in June. When the 
coronavirus forced the 
closure of the library, 
eliminated interna-
tional travel, and re-
quired social distanc-
ing, we feared that the 
concert would have 
to be canceled. And 
indeed, it did require 
some imagination. 
But, we are thrilled to 
announce an exclusive 
video performance by 
crowd favorite Jacopo 
Giacopuzzi!

Giacopuzzi has en-
chanted us with his pi-

CDL’s Music in the 
Air Moves to the 
Cloud for 2020!

ano virtuosity for the 
past three summers. 
He has performed at 
major festivals and 
venues, lectured, 
served on competition 
juries, and won nu-
merous competitions 
throughout the United 
States and Italy. Jacopo 
studied at Liszt Hoch-
schule, the Conser-
vatory of Verona, and 
the International Piano 
Academy of Imola. He 
is a graduate in Piano 
Performance from the 
University of Southern 
California.

Last year’s attend-
ees described the music 
as “extremely delight-
ful!”, “Can't be better!”  
“Marvelously talent-
ed”, “Truly mind-ex-

panding”, “Fantastic!”, 
and “Just keep Jacopo 
coming!”. Good news! 
Jacopo is coming vir-
tually for summer of 
2020 and will return to 
the Reading Garden in 
2021. So, grab a device 
and take it outside for 
an open-air perfor-
mance, or enjoy the 
talent and personality 
of Giacopuzzi from the 
comfort of your home.  

This exclusive 
video concert will be 
released on Satur-
day, June 6 at 12pm at 
www.chelseadistrictli-
brary.org/mita.  Have 
a prior commitment? 
Don’t worry! The per-
formance video will 
remain available to 
CDL for one month af-
ter its release. Music in 
the Air was conceived 
to make classical mu-
sic accessible to those 
who have little musi-
cal background and to 
delight the most ten-
ured enthusiasts. We 
are grateful to Jacopo 
Giacopuzzi for helping 
us to fulfill that mis-
sion and look forward 
to enjoying his soul 
soothing melodies.

About Us: Chelsea 
District Library is a 
not for profit organi-
zation whose mission 
is engage, inspire, and 
equip through evolv-
ing services and re-
sources. The Library 
currently serves 15,010 
residents in the Chel-
sea area including the 
City of Chelsea plus 
Dexter, Lima, Lyndon 
and Sylvan townships. 
More than 16,000 in-
dividuals visit the Li-
brary each month.  For 
more information visit 
chelseadistrictlibrary.
org.

From D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Thank you to ev-
eryone who participat-
ed in the first Virtual 
Shopping Event hosted 
by #shopchelseamich 
merchants!! Due to 
overwhelming demand, 
they are conducting 
four more events begin-
ning Tuesday, May 19, 
and each consecutive 
Tuesday through June 9 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Each week, a variety 
of up to six businesses 
will share their stories, 
goods, and services – all 
of the amazing things 
they have amassed 
during these past few 
months for your shop-
ping pleasure! 

A schedule of par-
ticipants can be found 
at #shopchelseamich’s 
Facebook page @shop-
chelseamich and Web-
site www.shopchelsea-
mich.com  Take a look 
and get yourself ready 

VIRTUAL SHOPPING 
RETURNS! 

MAY 19 – JUNE 9
CHELSEA, MICHIGAN

for an evening of great 
shopping, inspiration, 
and fun. We are still 
working on the process. 
Everyone is practicing 
their video skills, add-
ing to their repertoire 
as small business own-
ers sound, lighting, 
and choreography. Julie 
Konkle shared their ex-
perience on May 5, ‘We 
learned that we needed 
to upgrade our internet 
to get a better-quality 
feed- which I did today. 
I think it was a GREAT 
thing to do during 
quarantine. So fun to 
connect with people 
that are regulars that we 
really miss.” 

Chelsea busi-
ness owners want the 
re-opening process to 
occur safely and sus-
tainably. Adapting to an 
evolving environment, 
mindful of the need to 
conduct safe business 
practices for themselves 
and their customers. 

Participants in Vir-
tual Shopping on May 
19 include FarmSudz 
Underground, Jewelry 
Set-In-Stone, Culture 
Creations, Maureen’s 
Designs, Merkel Furni-
ture and Carpet One, 
and True North Jerky 
and Food. For more in-
formation go to  www.
shopchelseamich.com 
website and Facebook 
page @shopchelseam-
ich.

Virtual Shopping 
is brought to you by 
#shopcheleamich, a 
group of independent 
business owners who 
possess entrepreneur-
ial spirit. This collabo-
rative team includes a 
network of 35+ Chelsea 
merchants and restau-
rants who have partici-
pated in and promoted 
Wine, Women & Shop-
ping, Chocolate Extrav-
aganza, and Sidewalk 
Sales events over the 
years.

Chelsea has Lost a Great Friend
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Savings in
Chelsea

 continued on page 8

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

will be conducting a se-
ries of short interviews 
with Chelsea Residents 
for 52 weeks, bringing 
to light differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these weekly 
interviews or perhaps 
it will be YOU! Stay 
tuned and follow us 

each week – we now 
introduce you to Holly 
Rutt.

What is your cur-
rent profession and 
how long have you 
been doing this?  I am 

the Founder & Creative 
Director of The Little 
Flower Soap Co.  since 
2010.

Your family mem-
bers: I'm married to 
Justin Rutt, a Fami-

ly Medical D.O. who 
works for Henry Ford 
Allegiance Hospital in 
Jackson, MI.

People think of me 
as:  I'm not sure what 
people think about me 
and prefer not to med-
itate on it. I'm trying 
to discover who I am 
when not influenced 
by what people think. 
I suspect that feeling 
constantly seen and 
evaluated could stunt 
your creativity. 

Where did you live 
prior to this?  Justin 
and I moved to Chelsea 
in May 2016. We both 
grew up on the East 
Side of Detroit and met 
when we were both liv-
ing in Ypsilanti in 2007.

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live? We love liv-
ing on 2 acres outside 
of Chelsea because it’s 
the best of both worlds. 

We feel surrounded 
by nature with lots of 
room to grow food and 
flowers but also 3 min-
utes from a good latte, 
theatre, Farmers Mar-
ket, library etc. It’s the 
perfect mix of culture 
and escape. 

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? Glen Arbor on 
Lake Michigan. We 
love camping there at 
DH-Day state park and 
daydream about hav-
ing a cottage on the 
lake someday.

What three 
words describe your 
style?  Earthy, Elegant, 
Eclectic.

What most in-
fluenced your design 

styles? My Nana on 
my Mother's side was 
a textile artist living in 
a swanky apartment 
in downtown Toronto. 
She had such an eye for 
color! She would tell 
me all about how well 
silk took dye giving 
them the name, "over-
dyed" , and taught me 
about slubs and Dup-
ioni and herringbone 
and cashmere and vel-
vet. She could describe 
textiles in a way that 
made your mouth wa-
ter. Later in college I 
would shop at the Sal-
vation Army and pride 
myself on spotting the 
silk or cashmere from 
10 yards back. Her 
design style was very 

 Justin and Holly Rutt
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS SPORTS SCHEDULES
ALL SPRING SPORTS ARE CANCELLED AT THIS TIME

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
FACE MASKS, NASCAR, THERMOMETERS 

AND PHYLLIS GEORGE

Phyllis George teamed with Brent Musburger 
on the CBS Sports show "The NFL Today" 

from the mid-1970s to the 1980s. A former 
Miss America, George was the first female 

sportscaster ever hired by a major TV 
network. 

So, I guess the 
quarantine is over, 
right?

Anybody? 
Hello?
I guess the state of 

Michigan is open for 
business, at least par-
tially, right?

Anybody?  
I don't know -- I'm 

so confused. 
Recently, I shopped 

at a local Speedway 
gas station and every 
single person in the 
building was wearing 
a face mask. Every 
single person, except 
the two EMT work-
ers strolling down the 
aisles searching for 
snacks. 

Wait...what? 
Outside of this col-

umn-writing-thing, I 
have a late night job 
deemed "essential" by 
the powers-that-be. 
Though now that I 
think about it, aren't 
most people starting 
to trickle back to work 
these past few weeks? I 
guess my late-night gig 
isn't as "essential" now 
as it once was, right? I 
don't know...

Anyhow, one of 
the locations I visit 
every now and again 
during my late night 
adventures -- okay, I 
guess it's a "job" --   is 
an organ transplant 
facility. It's a building 
I have to use a special 
key card to access and 
a place I have to per-
sonally take my own 
temperature (with an 
automatic thermom-
eter provided by the 
company) and write it 
down on a form before 
using the aforemen-
tioned key card to en-
ter the internal section 
of the building.

It's odd using these 
newfangled thermom-
eters. These thermom-
eters are unlike the 

old-school ones your 
mom used back in the 
day. The older styles 
were stick-like thin, 
hard and clear. Despite 
mom's best efforts, the 
thermometers back 
then always seemed 
cold to the touch as 
she placed it under 
your tongue. I swear 
I cracked more than 
one tooth accidental-
ly (or was it natural-
ly?) biting down on 
those thermometers. 
It was like sticking an 
ink pen under your 
tongue. After a short 
time, mom pulled 
out the thermometer, 
shook it and checked 
your temperature. If I 
was lucky, I could miss 
school and go back to 
bed. 

Anyway, today's 
thermometers are au-
tomatic -- push a but-
ton, point it at your 
forehead or rub it 
across your forehead 
and in a few seconds 
a beep sounds and 
you have your tem-
perature. Much less 
invasive than the old-
school thermometers. 

Once my tem-
perature is taken and 
recorded, I can fully 
enter the organ trans-
plant facility. With 
mask and gloves on, 
I open the building's 
doors and proceed 
to handle the job I'm 
there to perform. I 
have to walk through 
the building's call cen-
ter area. It's a room 
the size of a shoe box, 
packed with people 
manning the phones. 
Think "Jake from State 
Farm." I'm usually the 
only person wearing a 
mask and/or gloves. I 
don't know...

It's all so confus-
ing. 

On a completely 
different note, sports 
returned last weekend. 

I'm giddy. 
I watched the NA-

SCAR Darlington 400 
last weekend like it was 
Game 7 of the World 
Series. I brought the 
recliner out, ordered 
a pizza and went to 
town, immersing my-
self in a random NA-
SCAR race in rural 
South Carolina, which 

played out in front of 
empty grandstands 
and pit crews wearing 
face masks. 

None of that mat-
tered. It was simply 
enjoyable watching a 
live sporting event of 
which I didn't know 
the final outcome. The 
race was won by driver 
Kevin Harvick. I'm al-
ways interested in state 
of Michigan athletes 
who compete in big-
time sporting events. 
The Great Lakes State 
had two drivers fin-
ish in the race's Top 
15. Erik Jones (Byron, 
Swartz Creek High 
School), 23-years-old, 
placed eighth over-
all, while Brad Kes-
elowski (Rochester 
Hills, Rochester High 
School), 36-years-old, 
ended up crossing the 
finish line 13th. 

Next, can we get 
baseball back on the 
diamond? 

I'm not complain-
ing, though. I'll watch 
NASCAR and be hap-
py. 

Finally, I read 
Phyllis George passed 
away from a blood dis-
order last week at age 

70. Most people might 
not remember the pio-
neering sports broad-
caster. A former Miss 
America, George was 
hired by CBS Sports 
in 1974 as a sports 
reporter. She was the 
first female sports-
caster ever hired by 
a major TV network. 
She was probably 
most famous for being 
co-host of "The NFL 
Today" with Brent 
Musburger in the mid-
1970s and into the 
1980s. "The NFL To-
day" was CBS Sports' 
pregame show, before 
there were "pregame 
shows." It was a sim-
ple show, on a simple 
set, that talked about 
the day's NFL games 
and news and, if I'm 
remembering correct-
ly, also show halftime 
highlights. Besides 
George and Musberg-
er, the show also fea-
tured analyst Irv Cross 
and prognosticator 
extraordinaire Jimmy 
"The Greek" Snyder. 

As a young kid 
just beginning his love 
affair with the game 
of football, I was en-
thralled by the show -- 

and, of course, by Ms. 
George, who not only 
was articulate, knowl-
edgeable and profes-
sional, but, for a young 
boy like me, oh so easy 
on the eyes, too. 

It's been a strange 
past few months, 
hasn't it? 

I guess the quaran-

tine is over, right? 
Right?
I don't know -- I'm 

so confused. 
But, I'm good. 
NASCAR is back. 
Let's run wide 

open, swap some paint 
and chase that check-
ered flag...

Sports returned last week with NASCAR's 
Darlington 400.



Page 6Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian May 22, 2020    



Page 7Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian May 22, 2020    

Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 
miles per year.  All prices include GM employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2015 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency 
restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will qualify. Prices are good through 5/31/2020. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM 
Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 05/31/2020.  See dealer for more details.

©2020 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2020 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$399 / 36/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08065

2020 XT4 AWD
SPORT

$319/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT 3057 MILES) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 
25¢ per mile over 30,000 miles.

Stk. # K08084

2020 ESCALADE 4WD
LUXURY

$719 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08189

2020 XT5 FWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$299/ 39 / $2,495
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT 3071 MILES ) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 
25¢ per mile over 32,500miles.

Stk. # K08129

2020 CT5

$439 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. # K08272
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 ➢ continued from page 4
European and had a 
wholesome simplicity 
to it that I like to think 
I picked up by osmosis.

What are you most 
inspired by in your 
design and decor? Na-
ture.

As you think about 
the home in which 
you grew up, what ele-
ments did you like and 
do you think you have 
incorporated some 
of them in your own 
home?

The garden was 
my favorite part of 
our home growing up. 
Our house was on the 
garden tour and my 
Mom and Dad spent 
the better part of every 
warm weather week-
end working in the gar-
den while I read a book 
nearby. We went on ev-
ery garden tour in a 20-
mile radius and I picked 
up the flower names by 
accident as we went 
along. I remember my 
mom purchased an an-
tique bird cage that was 
a giant brass hoop with 
brass cage hanging in-
side and put a cascad-
ing plant in the cage. I 
like the juxtaposition 
of hard and soft, old 
and new. These days 
EVERYONE has house 
plants but in the 80s we 
were the only ones on 
the block with plants 
in every window. My 

house is a Jumanji situ-
ation now. 

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an existing 
one? I did re-design the 
bathroom in our house 
and renovated the barn 
into a soap making 
studio. Most recently 
we've added a second 
barn next to the first!

What is the big-
gest interior design 
issue you struggle 
with? Editing! I need a 
warehouse to store half 
the design elements 
I’ve accumulated so 
they aren't fighting for 
attention. Sometimes I 
tell myself that I’m cre-
ating a texture with all 
these items layered on 
top of one another but 
other times I think I'm 
surrounded by conver-
sation pieces trying to 
talk over each other. 

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 
design of your home?   

Most helpful is 
finding a contractor 
willing to execute on 
my ambitious ideas. 
Finding a woodworker 
who enjoys a challenge 
and likes doing the 
math, solving the puz-
zle and spending the 
time to get the unique 
end results. I love ev-
erything to look built 
in so that it has charac-
ter but becomes part of 

the house rather than 
looking temporary or 
like an afterthought. 
I'm lucky to know 
some really masterful 
woodworkers.

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
select one item from 
your home to keep, 
what would it be and 
why?  The quilt my 
Nana gave us as a wed-
ding gift. It's not a bed 
quilt it’s more like a 
painting. It hangs on 
the wall in our upstairs 
hallway ... it’s a close 
up of a flower and re-
minds me of a Georgia 
O'Keeffe painting.

No room is com-
plete without: Plants.

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use? Please give 
any explanation as 
well: There is a pop out 
wood burning stove in 
our family room on the 
back of the house. It 
was lit when we toured 
the house and it's what 
sold us on the place. 
We burn through 6 face 
cords of wood each 
winter and since our 
bedroom is above we 
rarely use the furnace. 
This room is #cozy.

Name an item you 
purchased for your 
home that you regret 
buying:  I was a wed-
ding florist and I have 
all kinds of props for 
wedding ceremony de-

cor including 2 modern 
cement pillars that are 
SO HEAVY. I decided 
I didn't want to schlep 
them back and forth to 
weddings anymore so I 
put them on either side 
of the driveway and... I 
hate them. I know I'd 
prefer something living 
like lovely planters in 
that place but one side 
is full sun and the other 
full shade. This plagues 
me.

If you are a pet 
owner, how has that 
influenced your choic-
es in design, if it has? 

We've never had 
pets. Once a month 
someone says "We 
should get a dog" and 
the other person says 
"Yes I think it's time" 
and then..... we never 
do.

By nature I am a: 
minimalist.

Has any local ven-
ue particularly caught 
your eye - if so why? 

I'm so glad the 
building that is now 
Agricole, was restored. 
For whatever reason I 
smile driving past it. 
I also really love  the 
brick wall that has a 
fading antique bill-
board for SOAP paint-
ed on and waring off, 
inside the Common 
Grill. It seems to me 
the terra cotta color of 
bricks is the earthiest 
building material. I like 
the way brick buildings 
blend with their sur-
roundings instead of 
sticking out like sore 
thumbs.

 What are you cur-
rently doing to pass 
the time during the 
COVID-19 State shut-
down? I spent the first 
5 weeks running my 
business single handed 
which was exhausting 
and the last 2 we've 
been closed so I've 
been spring cleaning 
and gardening. We are 
adding more and more 
cut flowers to the farm.

If you were given 
$1,000 to buy a new 
piece of art, what 
would it be? 

A stunning tradi-
tional oil painting.

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie – Dead Poet 
Society.

Historical Place 
You Have Visited- The 
Cathedral Church of 

Saint Paul, Detroit.
Scent- Lavender & 

Bergamot.
Musician/Music: 

I'm a huge folk mu-
sic fan. I love old folk 
music from Pete See-
ger and new  folk mu-
sic from I'm With Her, 
and especially local 
folk music such as the,  
“On the Tracks” series 
of concerts in the Chel-
sea Train Depot.

Meal- My inner 
child prefers grilled 
cheese and tomato 
soup and the grown up 
me loves Thai Food.

TV show- West 
Wing.

Travel Destination 
– Southern Spain.

Things to Collect- 
Vintage terry towels, 
vintage Catherine holm 
bowls, vintage pinnacle 
card decks.

Color-  Indigo.
Museum- The Lou-

vre.
Season – Spring.

Favorite hobbies- 
Camping and garden-
ing.

Favorite Tree or 
Plant -Trillium.

Favorite item on 
a bookshelf   - A good 
book.

Kitty’s note:  I have 
always loved the barn(s) 
and property that Holly 
is so fortunate to own.  
It is a slice of Heaven – 
so lovely and bright. I 
know that Holly is one 
hardworking and de-
termined woman, hav-
ing been featured on an 
Amazon commercial, 
Channel 7 News, De-
troit Free Press, Fox 2 
Detroit and more. Visit 
her website, littleflow-
ersoap.com  to see all 
the great products they 
make and sell.  Look for 
the candle appropriate-
ly named, Toilet Paper , 
Great- American Crisis 
Survivor 2020- a classic 
for this time period for 
sure!
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary

At approximately 
8:23 pm on 05/10/2020, 
a man deliberately 
backed his pickup truck 
through the front lob-
by of the Chelsea Po-
lice Department which 
also penetrated the City 
of Chelsea, MI Coun-
cil Chambers. No offi-
cer, dispatcher, coun-
cil member or civilian 
were injured in the 
incident. The incident 

occurred when the lob-
by was closed and there 
was minimal staff in the 
building.

This appears to be 
an intentional act and 
a 43-year-old Sylvan 
Township man was im-
mediately taken into 
custody without inci-
dent by the Chelsea Po-
lice Department.

The case is still un-
der investigation at this 

time. It is not believed to 
be related to a similar in-
cident at the Manchester 
Fire Department, how-
ever the investigation is 
in its initial stages.

R E L E A S E D 
05/10/2020 2200 hrs

UPDATED: 0430 
hrs 05/11/2020

The suspect involved 
is currently lodged in 
the Washtenaw County 
Jail.

Washtenaw County 
Health Department is 
issuing updated emer-
gency orders requiring 
service providers, op-
erators, and business-
es, including childcare 
centers, to use rec-
ommended screening 
to protect everyone’s 
health to the greatest 
degree possible. The 
local order is focused 
on screening employ-
ees for symptoms relat-
ed to COVID-19 and is 
in line with  Michigan 
Executive Order 2020-
77.

For those entities 
now operating or oth-
ers that may resume 
operations, the Washt-
enaw County or-
ders must be posted at 
facility entrances. The 
Health Department is 
working to provide up-
dated guidance  and 
support as quickly as 
possible. Direct addi-
tional or urgent ques-
tions to 734-544-6700 
or  l-wchdcontact@
washtenaw.org.

Please continue to 
rely on official sources 
reliable information: 
local  www.washt-
e n aw. or g / c ov i d 1 9 ; 
state  www.Michigan.
gov/coronavirus; and 
national  www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus.

Resources from 
Washtenaw County 
Health Department

• Guidance for 
Businesses

• COVID-19 Test-
ing Information

• Stop the 
Spread:  English,  Span-
ish,  Chinese,  Kore-
an, Arabic, Vietnamese

• Materials in En-
glish and other lan-
guages

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department

The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment promotes 
health and works to 
prevent disease and 

Washtenaw County 
Health Department 

Updates Local Orders 
to Protect Workers 
during COVID-19

Service providers, businesses, 
other entities must to use employee 

screening to operate
injury in our commu-
nity. Our mission is to 
assure, in partnership 
with the community, 
the conditions neces-
sary for people to live 
healthy lives through 
prevention and protec-
tion programs.

The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment has achieved 

national accreditation 
through the Public 
Health Accreditation 
Board and maintains 
state accreditation 
though the Michigan

D e p a r t m e n t 
of Health and Hu-
man Services.  Visit 
us at  washtenaw.org/
health or call 734-544-
6700.
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Photos By Katherine Thoms and Tara Thorburn

the idea to run a mar-
athon came from her 
distance cross coun-
try coach Eric Swager 
and from watching the 
news every night that 
kept showing people 
in need, especially for 
food: “When I found 
out that track would be 
cancelled I was really 
upset. I badly injured 
my ankle at the end of 
cross country season 
and couldn't run all 
winter. I worked hard 
cross training and do-
ing PT so I would be 
able to race again this 
spring. When Coro-
na happened, I knew 
I had to shift my fo-
cus and motivation to 
another goal. My dis-
tance  coach, Swager, 
suggested that we try to 
go for our longest run 
ever. My first thought 
was doing a marathon 
because my brother 
did two in high school. 
I have really come to 
enjoy the training as-
pect of it too. Instead 
of being stressed out 
about pace or time, I 
run just to get miles 
under my belt. All in 

Riley is Running 
for FIA

 ➢ continued from page 1 all, I am hoping it will 
be my running come-
back and give me great-
er confidence for when 
I have to lead the cross 
country team as a cap-
tain.  I brought the idea 
up to my parents about 
doing a marathon af-
ter I saw this news ar-
ticle about a person 
running a marathon 
on their deck. They 
raised a ton of money 
through it and I was in-
spired. I think I would 
go crazy or injure my-
self doing it like that! 
I figured that since I 
was already planning 
to run one anyway I 
could try to raise some 
money through it. I got 
frustrated watching 
the news every night 
and seeing the need for 
food we have in this 
country. I was frustrat-
ed because I wanted 
to help in some way 
and didn't know how. 
Pairing the marathon 
with the FIA fundrais-
er I thought would be 
a perfect way to help 
make a difference lo-
cally. I came up with 
a written memo my 
mom put on her Face-

book page, and I tried 
to spread the word to 
other people we knew. 
The support was over-
whelming.”

Riley said the mar-
athon route was cre-
ated by mapping out 
roads online. It's one 
giant loop that goes 
through a lot of Chel-
sea back roads. She 
started at North Creek 
early in the morning 
and her last 2 miles she 
went down main street 
and back to her house. 
Riley is no stranger to 
running as it is deep 
within her blood. “I 
come from a running 
family. My dad is the 
head girls track coach 
(Loren Thorburn), 
my older brother Fos-
ter runs D2 at Grand 
Valley, and my lit-
tle brother Owen has 
been running for years 
now as well,” she stat-
ed. Riley will be going 
into her senior year of 
high school this year. 
She has been running 
since 5th grade and 
has done cross country 
and track competitive-
ly since middle school. 

She trained a lot for 

the marathon and said 
the training was diffi-
cult at times. “I have 
one person that I con-
sistently have ran with 
and we make sure we 
maintain a 6ft distance 
at all times. It was re-
ally hard in the begin-
ning because we have 
no coaches forcing us 
to do really hard work-
outs or log the miles. 
Nevertheless, we still 
did all the workouts 
and got the same type 
of mileage as we would 
in the regular sea-
son. I have a lot more 
self-motivation while 
training now. I have 
an AMAZING support 
crew that has made 
this all possible and is 
cheering me on.”

Riley said the true 
stars are the people 
who made the dona-

tions for her marathon. 
“I'd like to add that 
while I am the one run-
ning the marathon, the 
true people that should 
be spotlighted  are the 
ones who donated and 
helped make this fund-
raiser a success. I truly 
am grateful to live in a 
community that  steps 
up and is willing to 
help others in need.” 

Riley’s parents 
Tara and Loren Thor-
burn are very proud of 
their daughter: “We are 
proud of Riley taking 
on this challenge and 
feel blessed that our 
surrounding commu-
nities and friends are 
supportive of her as a 
runner and have been 
very generous in rais-
ing money for Faith in 
Action.  The turn out 
and support for her 

race day was incredi-
ble. She had at least 4-5 
cars following her on 
the route day showing 
support with cow bells 
and signs. When it was 
done we had 10 plus 
family units within 
our community share 
in the celebration as 
she ran by at the finish 
line. She finished run-
ning across a "toilet pa-
per" race tape held by 
friends.  She has now 
raised over $2,000 as 
funds are still coming 
in via Paypal on the 
Faith in Action web-
site  and by mailing in 
checks to us.” 

If you still want to 
donate in support of 
Riley's run, visit  www.
faithinaction1.org  for 
information on how to 
make a donation..
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Thank you for your 
participation in the 
2020 Chelsea Area Cit-
izen of the Year and 
Lifetime Achievement 
Awards.

2020 CHELSEA CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
AND 2020 CHELSEA LIFETIME 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Nomination Form

Nominees must be 
community volunteers 
with records of exten-
sive and diverse par-
ticipation in economic, 
social and civic involve-

ment in the Chelsea 
area. Accomplishments 
directly related to the 
candidate’s employment 
excluded.

CITIZEN OF THE 

YEAR AWARD CRI-
TERIA: Candidate(s) 
who live work or ac-
tively participate in the 
Chelsea area will be rec-
ognized for their contri-

Please return this form by Sunday, July 26, 2020
By Email: terris@chelseamichamber.org

By Mail: Chelsea Area Chamber of Commerce • 222 S. Main St., Ste. B, Chelsea, MI 48118

butions to any facets of 
the community over the 
last year or more.

L I F E T I M E 
A C H I E V E M E N T 
AWARD CRITERIA: 

Candidate lives, works 
or has actively partic-
ipated in the Chelsea 
area will be recognized 
for their contributions 
over a lifetime.


