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Pictured is Jakob Marsee signing 
with San Diego Padres. 

Photos Courtesy of Shannon Marsee.

ALLEN PARK’S JAKOB 
MARSEE SIGNS ON WITH 

SAN DIEGO PADRES

Story and more photos on page 5.

From: Jim Jacek
Allen Park would 

like to welcome Qa-
maria Yemeni Coffee 
Company.   The Al-
len Park Chamber of 
Commerce held a rib-
bon cutting on July 
20.  Jim Beri presented 
a chamber plague to 
owner Sam.  Qamari is 
located at 7706 Allen 
Road in Allen Park.

Allen Park Welcomes Qamaria 
Yemeni Coffee Company

More photos on page 9. Photos By Jim Jacek.

Story and another photo on page 5. Photos By Jim Jacek.

Touch A Truck in AP
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Savings in the Guardian

From: Dda Lauren 
Riviera-Bielak

Calling all Food 
Trucks to participate 
in our Made in Mich-

Made in 
Michigan 
Festival!

igan festival this year! 
Please go to https://al-
lenparkdowntown.org/
made-in-michigan/ to 
fill out an application. 

We would love for you 
to show off your culi-
nary talents this year!
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Allen Park Police 
Department Weekly Summary
FRAUD - CONTERFEIT 
MONEY
Date: 07/20/2022

Location: APPD, ALLEN PARK

Time: 7:13 PM

DEARBORN
Suspect:
B/M 
LIGHTSKINNED, 
UNKNOWN 
WEIGHT/HEIGHT
Evidence:
Fourteen (14) 
$50.00USD bills, 
totaling $700.00USD.
Circumstance:
The victim came into 
APPD to report a 
fraud complaint. He 
stated he sold some 
items and received 
$700.00USD in coun-

terfeit currency. The 
money he received is 
all $50 bills, with no 
watermarks or strips.
He stated he agreed to 
meet the suspect from 
Facebook to sell his
PS5, charging station 
for controllers, and 
Gran Turismo 7 for 
$700.00USD. He met 
at 15000 Southfield 
Rd, APPD parking 
lot, to complete the 
exchange.
He arrived at approx-
imately 1848Hrs, and  

the suspect arrived at 
1846Hrs.
He was the passenger 
in a silver Chrysler 
300, unknown year. A 
license plate was not 
retrieved.
The counterfeit cur-
rency was tagged and 
placed into evidence. 
He stated deleted his 
facebook account, but 
has screenshots of the 
conversation and pro-
file.

FRAUD

Date: 07/20/2022

Location: COLLEGE AVE.,
 ALLEN PARK
Time: 7:43 PM

Suspect #1:
ALLEN PARK Ml 
48101
Suspect #2:
ALLEN PARK Ml 
48101
Involved Other #1:
FERNDALE Ml 48220
Involved Other #2:
COMMERCE 
TOWNSHIP Ml 
48382
Circumstance:
An Officer was dis-
patched to College 
Ave for a suspicious 
complaint. Upon 
arrival, the Officer 
spoke with IO #1 and 
IO #2, who stated they 
rented a camper from 
the suspects for the 
weekend. The trans-
action took place over 
Facebook Market-
place. Both IO's stat-
ed their friend, VI,  
placed a $200.00USD 
downpayment/securi-
ty deposit to hold the 
camper, and as part 
of the agreement. Of-
ficers spoke with her, 
over the phone and 
confirmed she placed 
a $200.00USD down-
payment, she paid 
through Venmo, to 
SU #2.
An Officer spoke with 
the suspect who stated 
it was a mistake and 
she double booked the 
camper, but she had 
not yet returned the 
security deposit. They 
then stated the camp-

er was broken and was 
currently being re-
paired in Ludington, 
Ml by her husband, 
SU #1.
She told Officers her 
husband gets paid 
on Thursday, July 28, 
2022, and the securi-
ty deposit would be 
returned then. She 
was advised securi-
ty deposits are to be 
placed into an Escrow 
Account for if damag-
es occur to the camp-
er. She was advised it 
is fraud to spend the 
security deposit for 
their own personal 
gain.
The caller, who wish-
es to remain anony-
mous, stated the IO's 
were making threats 
such as "If he doesn't 
come out then his 
house won't be there 
much longer". Both 
IO's denied stating 
this. There is no evi-
dence at this time the 
statement was made. 
The caller also ad-
vised Officers he was 
inside the house and 
not in Ludington, Ml 
repairing the camp-
er. He was confronted 
with this information, 
and was advised of 
Obstruction charges. 
They confirmed he 
was inside the resi-
dence, and retrieved 
him from inside.
Officers spoke with 

him on the front lawn, 
where he was advised 
a report was being 
taken regarding the 
matter. He was ram-
bling and not making 
sense of the situation.
While speaking with 
them over the phone, 
she advised ofcs her 
sister advised her this 
is approximately the 
fourth incident where 
the SU's scammed 
renters out of the 
camper and their se-
curity deposit this 
week. It is unknown 
how they got in con-
tact with or how VII 
knows this informa-
tion. The conversa-
tion ended prior to 
retrieving info to con-
firm this accusation.
APPD took a walk in 
complaint regarding 
this very matter from 
a separate entity.
The walk in complaint 
stated he had not tried 
to contact the SU's 
yet, but when he ar-
rived at the residence 
the camper was not 
there. He was advised 
to contact APPD re-
garding the matter if 
he does not receive the 
camper or his securi-
ty deposit back. The 
walk in complaint has 
not contacted APPD 
at the time this report 
was competed.

LARCENY

Date: 07/21/2022

Location: ALLEN RD.,
ALLEN PARK
Time: N/A

Location:
Allen Rd
Victim:
Stolen property:
3 A/C units unknown 
make or model
Circumstance:
On the listed date 
an Officer was dis-
patched to the above 
location for a larceny 
complaint. On arrival 
the Officer spoke to 
building owner/vic-
tim, she stated that she 
purchased the proper-
ty about a month ago 
and has been having it 
cleaned out and reno-
vated. She said that on 
Tuesday July, 19th she 
discovered that three 

A/C units from the 
back side of the build-
ing had been stolen. 
She states that the last 
time she saw the units 
was on Saturday July 
16th and that they 
were not supposed to 
be removed.
The only person she 
suspects could have 
stolen the units is a 
maintenance man she 
says she hired through 
a friend and is only at 
the property when she 
calls him and says she 
needs him for work.
She went on to say 
that he called her on 
Sunday July, 17th 
and stated he was at 

the property and saw 
two unknown B/M 
loitering around the 
building but he scared 
them away. He says 
this is highly suspi-
cious of to have been 
at the property with-
out her knowing. She 
was unable to provide 
me with any other 
identifying informa-
tion about except that 
he is a W/M, approxi-
mately 5'9" tall, medi-
um build and bald in 
his early 50's and he 
possibly lives in Bel-
leville.
Photos of the scene 
were taken and for-
warded to the DB.

FRAUDULENT 
SCHEMES
Date: 07/25/2022

Location: APPD

Time: N/A

Evidence: Photo of
Ml ID card with 
address on it
Information:
The victim walked 
into the APPD lob-
by on 7-25-2022 to 
report an ex-neigh-
bor of his, was using 
his address to secure 
camper trailer rent-
als. He came with a 
couple that had come 
to his home to get 
their trailer rental 
and found out that 
they were victims of 
a fraudulent scheme. 
He lived at Meyer 
Ave, but now has two 
Michigan driver's li-
cense saying he lives 
at Meyer Ave and his 
actual address of Col-
lege Ave.
They advised them 
that at the moment it 
was a civil matter.
As time went on, Al-
len Park PD found 
out that and had mul-

tiple people rent the 
trailer, and that they 
didn't actually own 
the camper trailer.
They were using a pic-
ture of their father's 
camper trailer to se-
cure multiple camper 
rentals for the same 
weekend. Allen Park 
PD also had Mon-
roe County Sheriff 's 
Deputy contact APPD 
and ask for an offi-
cer to make contact 
with them and hav-
ing them refund an-
other victim's money 
before a fraud report 
is completed. There 
was no answer at the 
door and no vehicles 
in the driveway of 
their home at College 
Ave when the Officer 
attempted contact on 
7-25-22.
With the multiple 
complaints APPD 

received, the Officer 
went to the home to 
speak more with him 
about the fraudulent 
schemes. He said that 
two different people 
came to his house on 
7-25-22 looking for 
their trailer rental. 
He did not get any 
information from 
them to supplement 
the report. He showed 
the Officer a photo 
of Michigan ID card 
that had address be-
ing Meyer Ave on it. 
The ID card was valid 
from 08-24-2019 until 
05-08-2023. He ob-
tained the photo from 
a couple that came 
to pick up the trail-
er rental at his home. 
The Officer forwarded 
the improper address 
Michigan ID photo to 
Det work email.
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ALLEN PARKALLEN PARK
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
JAMES EARL JONES, ARMY MEN, 

IDLEWILD AND HISTORY VACATIONS

I was on vacation 
last week.

It had been over a 
year and a half since 
I had any significant 
vacation time off. Last 
year at this time I was 
couch-bound and on 
crutches with a leg in-
jury. It was not fun.

Last week, how-
ever, was fun. Well, 
I guess it was as fun 
as any history buff 
could have. I decided 
to hit the road and go 
on a “history tour” of 
northern Michigan 
last week.

I know, I’m a loser.
Most people take 

a week off work and 
go on a cruise to some 
tropical island loca-
tion or go to Vegas or 
overseas to Europe. 
My old college room-
mate posted pictures 
of his vacation with 
his wife in Italy last 
week.

Me?
I was in Manistee, 

Michigan in a ran-
dom shoe store gaz-
ing in awe at the size 
37 AA shoes of the 
world’s tallest man, 
Robert Wadlow. Wad-
low passed away in 
Manistee in 1940. He 
died of an infection 
caused by one of his 
leg braces. Wadlow 
stood 8-feet, 11 inch-
es. He was 22 when 
he died. For com-
parison, Shaquille O’ 
Neal stands at 7-feet, 
1-inch and has a shoe 
size of 23.

While my old col-
lege roommate was 
taking incredible 
photos of the Sistine 
Chapel’s ceiling, I was 
removing my shoe 
and taking a picture 
of it next to Wadlow’s.

I guess art is in the 
eye of the beholder, 
right?

Also in Manistee, 
I visited the Ramsdell 
Theater. The Rams-
dell Theater is where 
a young James Earl 
Jones first acted in 
a play. He actually 

The little stone schoolhouse in St. Helen, 
Michigan where legendary actor Charlton 

Heston first acted in a Christmas play when 
he was five-years-old.

My size 10 shoe next to Robert Wadlow’s 
size 37 AA shoe in Manistee, Michigan.

My army men on Diety Hill in Benzonia, 
Michigan — the same hill Pulitzer Prize-

winning author Bruce Catton played with his 
army men as a youth over a century ago.

started at the theater 
as a stage hand and 
worked his way up to 
actor.

After seeing the 
Ramsdell Theater, 
I continued on the 
“James Earl Jones” 
leg of my “history 
tour” of northern 
Michigan. In the tiny 
town of Brethren, 
Michigan (about 25 
minutes east of Man-
istee), I visited the 
now empty, but still 
standing, Dickson 
High School — the 
school Jones gradu-
ated from in 1949. It 
was in Dickson High 
School where an En-
glish teacher helped 
Jones overcome his 
stuttering problem 
by having him read 
poetry in front of the 
class. For most of his 
young life, Jones was 
a self-imposed mute 
because of his stutter. 
I’ve always thought it 
was interesting and a 
bit inspirational that 
a man known world-
wide for his booming, 
deep voice was, at one 
point in his life, a mute 
and a stutterer. Jones 
is one of only a hand-
ful of entertainers 
to achieve “EGOT” 
status — winning 
Emmy, Grammy, Os-
car and Tony awards. 
However, despite all 
those accolades for 
his acting ability, he is 
probably most well-
known throughout 
the world as the voice 
of Darth Vader in the 
“Star Wars” movie se-
ries.

I also visited Ben-

zonia, Michigan, 
which is about a half-
hour north of Manist-
ee in northwest Mich-
igan. I had to pay 
homage to Benzonia’s 
most famous resident, 
Bruce Catton. Catton 
is widely regarded as 
one of the country’s 
preeminent Civil War 
historians. His book, 
“A Stillness at Appo-
mattox” won Catton 
a Pulitzer Prize. The 
local historical mu-
seum in Benzonia 
has a large and im-
pressive display of 
Catton memorabilia, 
including his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book 
and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom 
he was awarded a 
year before he passed 
away by then Presi-
dent Gerald Ford — a 
fellow Michigander 
from Grand Rapids.

While grow-
ing up in Benzonia, 
Catton used to play 
“army men” with his 
toy soldiers on Diety 
Hill in the center of 
town. The hill is still 
there. So, of course, I 
brought a few of my 
own army men from 
my youth (no, I don’t 
still play with them 
— I swear) and held 
my own mock battle 
on Diety Hill just like 
Catton, a personal in-
spiration of mine, did 
a little over a century 
ago.

I next checked off 
a “bucket list” location 
on my “history tour” 
of northern Michigan 
by visiting Idlewild. 
Called the “Black 

Eden,” Idlewild was 
an African-American 
resort that, in its hey-
day, saw over 30,000 
people living, vaca-
tioning and working 
in this town just east 
of Baldwin, Michi-
gan. Idlewild’s boom 
years were from 1940 
through the 1960s. 
Idlewild was one of 
only a handful of 
places in the country 
during the years of 
segregation where Af-
rican-American fam-
ilies could go to relax, 
unwind and enjoy the 
“good life.” Idlewild 
had its own post of-
fice, fire department, 
multiple hotels and 
restaurants, a sprawl-
ing lake, beach and 
clubhouse and a leg-
endary nightlife. At 
Idlewild clubs like 
the Paradise and the 
Flamingo, entertain-
ers such as B.B. King, 
Etta James, Cab Cal-
loway, Louie Arm-
strong, Aretha Frank-
lin, Jackie Wilson, 
The Four Tops and 
additional Motown 
stars among many 
others performed to 
packed houses. It was 
said at the time that 
Idlewild was a “prov-
ing ground” and the 
“Midwest’s Apollo 
Theater” for Afri-
can-American enter-
tainers. Nowadays, 
Idlewild is mainly a 
ghost town, with the 
Paradise and Flamin-
go clubs abandoned 
and boarded up and 
the restaurants and 
hotels all gone. But for 
anyone who loves his-
tory, driving through 
the town and resort 
area and past the lake 
and empty buildings, 
it’s certainly worth 
the time and the ef-
fort to reach such a 
significant place.

I finished my “his-
tory tour” of north-
ern Michigan by vis-
iting St. Helen, the 
boyhood home of 
actor Charlton Hes-
ton. Just west of West 
Branch, St. Helen is 
a one-stoplight town 
with quite the enter-
tainment history. I 
found and checked 
out the tiny, now-
closed schoolhouse in 
town where five-year-
old Heston first acted 
in a Christmas play. 
Looking at the little 
stone schoolhouse, it 

amazed me to think 
the legendary actor 
who would later play 
Moses in “The Ten 
C o m m a n d m e nt s” 
and win an Oscar for 
his performance in 
“Ben-Hur” first took 
the stage in such a 
humble, unassuming 
building in a small 
northern Michigan 

town.
I was on vacation 

last week.
It was fun, for a 

history buff like me.
It was also too 

short, time-wise.
I need another 

week.
Heck, I already 

need another vaca-
tion…
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 ➢ continued from page 1

Allen Park has pro-
duced many talented 
athletes over the years. 
One such athlete is Ja-
kob Marsee who was 
recently drafted by the 
San Diego Padres. Al-
len Park Guardian re-
cently had the pleasure 
of speaking with Jakob. 
Read on to find out 
more about him and 
his exciting baseball ca-
reer!

Allen Park Guard-
ian: Provide some 
background informa-
tion on you, sports 
played, for how long, 
etc.

Jakob Marsee: I 
was born in Dearborn 
and moved to Allen 
Park in the 3rd grade. 
My parents are Shan-
non and Ken and I 
have two brothers Ma-

ALLEN PARK’S JAKOB MARSEE SIGNS 
ON WITH SAN DIEGO PADRES

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

son who is 12 and Ty-
ler who is 23. I played 
baseball, basketball, 
and football every year 
until I graduated high 
school. I played base-
ball at Central Michi-
gan University for three 
years while pursuing a 
degree in general busi-
ness administration. 

APG: How did 
playing sports at Allen 
Park High School pre-
pare you for college and 
beyond?

JM: Playing sports 
while at Allen Park 
High School taught me 
a couple things such 
as teamwork, leader-
ship, hard work, and to 
manage time between 
school and sports. 

APG: What is your 
favorite thing about 
playing baseball?

JM: I just love 
the game and have so 
much fun doing it. The 

relationships I have 
built through it as well 
is amazing and I love 
competing.

APG: Favorite  mem- 
ories of playing baseball 
and best friends on the 
team?

JM: Winning the 
MAC two times while 
at CMU and going to 
two different region-
als and winning games 
there. I have had a ton 
of amazing memories 
though starting when 
I was playing travel 
ball at a young age. My 
whole team is my fami-
ly so it’s hard to choose, 
but Kade Preston, Nick 
Dardas, Drew Also-
brooks, and Garrett 
Navarra just to name a 
few.

APG: Biggest ac-
complishments so far: 
stats, records, awards 
won etc.

JM: First team all 

Mac, all Mac defen-
sive team, and all Mac 
tournament team. 
These were some of 
the cool ones from this 
year, but honestly win-
ning championships 
with my team tops any 
award I’ve gotten.

APG: Favorite coa- 
ches and mentors?

JM: I’ve had so 
many coaches that have 

helped me become the 
person I am today from 
my dad to my college 
coaches to choose a fa-
vorite would be unfair 
to the rest. Bobby Mar-
ten is the coach that has 
helped me become the 
hitter/player I am to-
day. I started working 
with him junior year 
of high school where 
he coached me in both 

baseball and football 
and I still work with 
him to this day.

APG: What does 
being drafted to the San 
Diego Padres mean to 
you?

JM: It’s a dream 
come true. I’ve always 
dreamed of getting 
drafted and playing 
baseball at the next lev-
el. I’m so excited for this 
opportunity, but it’s just 
the beginning of work-
ing towards my goal of 
reaching the MLB.

APG: Plans for the 
future?

JM: I will finish my 
degree while playing 
over the next couple of 
years. On top of that, I 
plan to work towards 
making the MLB roster.

Congrats again to 
Jakob on this outstand-
ing accomplishment 
and best wishes to him 
in the future!

From: Allen Park 
Public Schools

The practice field is 

APHS TURF 
PRACTICE 

FIELD

complete. Our athletes 
will be using this brand 
new field within the 

next week. GO JAGS!!

 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Jim Jacek

The Allen Park 
DDA held their touch a 
truck event on July 23 in 
the parking lot behind 

Touch A 
Truck in AP

Culvers on Southfield 
Rd.  It gave families a 
chance to climb in, and 
climb on the trucks that 
were present. Some of 
the trucks were a fire 

truck, garbage truck, 
police car, Bureau of 
Alcohol, Firearms, and 
explosives truck, tow 
truck, tractor, and more. 
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From: Beth Gish
On July 23, three 

Allen Park students 
were recognized at 
states in the Visual 
Arts category. The 
2021-2022 Michi-
gan PTA Reflections 
were held at the Best 
Western Premier Ex-
ecutive Residency 
Detroit in Southfield. 
The students recog-
nized were Elizabeth 
Verdun, Marci Eliz-
abeth-Gish Carlton, 
and Julia Schroeder.

Three AP Students 
Recognized at 

States Reflection

Photos By Beth Gish
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From: Jim Jacek
The Allen Park 

Chamber of Com-
merce held their min-
iature golf outing at 
Midway Sports on Van 
Born in Taylor on July 
26, 2002.  The Dan 
Smith Insurance team 
won first place. Julia 
Janeski won a basket.  

AP Chamber of Commerce 
Miniature Golf Outing

Dan Smith Insurance Company won first place in the golf outing
Julia Janeski won a basket at the golf 

outing. Photos By Kelton Kaye.

Dawn Brandon provided slushes for the golfers from her Sno-Biz Another successful Allen Park Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing

Brian Goodwin and his 
team at the golf outing

Ted Garrett from Post Net with Lauren 
and her mother Cindy
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From: Jim Jacek
Cabrini Schools 

held their spring share 
night in April.  Culver’s 
of Allen Park gener-
ously donated $500 
plus a percentage of 
sales.  The result was 
$1000 scholarship for 
a high school student 
and $750 for elemen-
tary school.  The stu-
dents were required to 

Culver’s Awards 
Scholarships to 
Cabrini Schools

write an essay on what 
it means to serve oth-
ers, and Culver’s man-
agers selected the win-
ning essays.  The high 
school scholarship 
went to Lilah Bermu-
dez and the elementa-
ry school scholarship 
went to Simona Gar-
cia.  Congratulations 
to both of you!

Simona Garcia from Cabrini Elementary 
School won a $750 scholarship 

from Allen Park Culver's owner Jerry 
Olinik. Photos By Jim Jacek.

Lilah Bermudez from Cabrini High School 
won a $1000 scholarship from Allen Park 

Culver's owner Jerry Olinik.
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From: Jim Jacek
The Prestige Ban-

quet Hall provided 
a free lunch to two 
new police officers 

Officer James VanDeraa (left) and Officer Craig Brna (right) 
are ready for a complimentary lunch, prepared by Prestige Chef 

Michael Shottroff (center). Photo By Jim Jacek.

Prestige 
Banquet Hall 

Provides Lunch 
to new AP 

Officers
on their first day on 
the job.  New offi-
cers Craig Brna and 
James VanDeraa en-
joyed lunch prepared 

by Chef Michael.  The 
lunch was arranged 
by Banquet Manager 
Alice Prusak.

Allen Park 
Welcomes Qamaria 

Yemeni Coffee 
Company

Allen Park Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Jim Beri presents a 

chamber plaque to owner Sam.

 ➢ continued from page 1

By: Jim Jacek
The Allen Park 

Chamber of Com-
merce member fea-
ture is Plato’s Clos-
et.  They sell gently 
used clothes and 
shoes.  They will also 
buy your gently used 

Plato’s Closet
clothes and shoes 
from you to resell.  
Plato’s closet is lo-
cated at 6530 Allen 
Road in Allen Park. 
You may run into 
Alexis Shamie, one 
of 3 managers there.

Alexis Shamie, one of 3 managers at Plato's 
Closet. Photos By Jim Jacek.


