
 Volume 3    Issue 20

Phone: 734-636-6577
Fax: 888-355-0629

Hamilton
Publishing

December 4, 2020  

facebook.com/APGuardian

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

guardiannewspapersmi.com

Story and Photos on page 5

 continued on page 2

Cabrini Principle Donna Sweeney let students cover her with ice 
cream and toppings if more than $40,000 was raised on Mother 
Cabrini Day of Giving.  After school on Monday, November 16, 

2020, the students were able to watch their principle being covered 
with ice cream, whipped cream, sprinkles, candy, and even a 

banana. By Jim Jacek.

Mother Cabrini Day 
of Giving shatters last 

year’s record
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic schools 

grateful for Day of Giving success

While out and about 
in Allen Park, you may 
have noticed some 
construction happen-
ing over the last year at 
Voran Funeral Home. 
This Allen Park staple 
has been around for 70 
years and recently re-
ceived some new updat-
ed renovations. Allen 

Business Spotlight in AP: 
Voran Funeral Home

Pictured are Fred Voran Jr. and Eleana Voran Keding in front of the newly renovated Voran 
Funeral Home in Allen Park. Photos Courtesy of Eleana Voran Keding.

Park Guardian recent-
ly had the privilege to 
speak to Eleana Voran 
Keding to learn more 
about Voran Funeral 
Home and the recent 
updates.

Allen Park Guard-
ian: Please provide 
some background infor-
mation on Voran Funer-
al Home, how long have 
you been in business, 

history, family involved 
etc.

Eleana Voran Ked-
ing: In the spring of 
1949 the Voran brothers 
began construction on 
the first of what would 
eventually grow to three 
funeral homes, serving 
the Detroit community. 
Denny and Fred Voran 
were born in Melvin-
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dale, Michigan to Roma-
nian parents Sherman 
and Eleana Vorobchevi-
ci. They would work 
with family (their sib-
lings Nick, George and 
Elizabeth), neighbors 
and friends to complete 
their vision over the fol-
lowing two years. The 
Allen Park Chapel was 
open at the beginning of 
1951, followed by Dear-
born in 1960 and finally 
Taylor in 1966. 

For forty-five years 
Denny and Fred com-
forted and supported 
the families and friends 
who came through their 
doors. In April of 1996 
Denny passed away at 
age 72, leaving Fred 
to continue their lega-
cy. Fred finally retired 
about 3 years ago at age 
90.   Myself and Fred 
Voran Jr. who have been 
working at Voran Funer-
al Home since the 1990's 
have  continued to ad-
here to the principles 
and values which have 
made our business suc-

Business Spotlight in AP: 
Voran Funeral Home

cessful throughout the 
years. With a dedicated 
and professional staff we 
look forward to helping 
and serving the com-
munity in their time of 
need. 

APG: Why was Al-
len Park chosen as a lo-
cation for Voran Funeral 
Home?

EVK: The Voran 
children were born in 
Melvindale and at that 
time Allen Park was 
becoming the center 
hub of the area and the 
population was grow-
ing. The family was very 
much involved in the 
Allen Park and Melvin-
dale community and 
therefore it made sense 
to locate the funeral 
home there. 

APG: What are 
some characteristics 
that you and your fam-
ily love about Allen Park 
and about having a busi-
ness in Allen Park? 

EVK: We were 
raised in Allen Park and 
love the community 
spirt that is always ev-

ident here. Local com-
munity events like the 
Allen Park Street fair 
and Made in Michigan 
Festival are always a 
great way to celebrate 
the city with community 
friends.  Everyone seems 
to take care of each oth-
er,   we love knowing so 
many people from the 
local area and AP has 
the small town feel but 
with a great proximity 
to Detroit.

APG: Discuss the 
recent updates made to 
Voran Funeral Home.

EVK: The building 
went through a ma-
jor renovation and addi-
tion. On the outside we 
are very happy to have 
made entrance, which 
is now directly off our 
parking lot, more  con-
venient for our families 
and guests.   You can 
also see the size of the 
building has expand-
ed and the brick color 
has changed. Inside, we 
enlarged the chapels, 
installed an elevator to 
new upstairs kitchen 
and lounge areas and 
added the latest audio 
and visual technolo-
gy. The updated layout 
is more user-friendly, 
accommodates larger 
crowds and allows pri-
vacy for each family.

APG: Any other 

special facts or informa-
tion you would like the 
Allen Park community 
to know (are you in-
volved in any communi-
ty projects, fundraisers, 
etc)?

EVK: With dedica-
tion to our families and 
visitors, the Voran rep-
utation began to grow 
through the communi-
ty and Voran Funeral 
Home quickly became 
known as an avid sup-
porter of local schools, 
churches and various 
organizations.   You can 
also catch our 1969 
Voran Ambulance (Ser-
vice run by the funeral 
home between 1951-
1971) at many of the lo-
cal community events in 
and around AP includ-
ing The Allen Park Elks 
Pumpkin Patch and the 
AP Classic Car Show.

Quotes from Eleana 
Voran Keding and Fred 
Voran Jr. on Voran’s 
Funeral Home and the 
impact in Allen Park 
and other communities: 
"Voran Funeral Home 
has been honored to 
serve our communi-
ty for 70 years. From 
the beginning, my un-
cle Denny and my dad 
Fred's goal was to pro-
vide the best service 
possible to our families. 
My brother Freddy and 

I, along with our com-
passionate staff,  strive 
to continue that legacy 
of comfort and kind-
ness to our families and 
guests."   Eleana Voran 
Keding

"We’re excited to 
reinvest in the city of 
Allen Park.   Our goal 
has always been to pro-
vide a comfortable and 
inviting chapel for the 
families we serve when 
they gather to honor 
their loved ones. With 
our fully renovated and 
enlarged building we are 
also now able to give our 
families the  state of the 

art facilities that we have 
always wanted to pro-
vide."  Fred Voran Jr.

For more informa-
tion on Voran Funeral 
Home visit their website 
at voranfuneralhome.
com or give them a call 
at (313) 928-2300. You 
can also visit their Face-
book page at facebook.
c o m / v o r a n f u n e r a l -
home. Their Allen Park 
location is at 5900 Allen 
Road. They also have 
a location in Taylor at 
23750 Goddard Road,  
and one in Dearborn as 
well at 23701 Ford Road.

Voran Funeral Home Circa 1966.

New enlarged chapel.

New lounge.
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Allen Park Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
MISC - NON CRIMINAL

Date: 11/27/2020

Location: CHAMPAIGN RD, 
ALLEN PARK 
Time: 11 :01 AM

RPT#2020-2543
Impounded Donation 
Bin
11/27/2020
RP:
Impounded: 
Donation Bin
Childhood Disease 
and Research 
Foundation
Details:
On 11/27/2020, the 

Officer was advised 
the owner of Allen 
Park Market Liquor 
requested that the do-
nation bin outside the 
business be removed 
from the property. 
The request was made 
seven days ago, at 
which point the com-
pany was contacted 
and advised it would 

be taken care of im-
mediately. Today, the 
bin was still on the 
property.
Upon arrival to the 
scene, they paid City 
Towing the standard 
tow fee of $125 to re-
move the bin. City 
Towing removed the 
bin to the APPD Im-
pound lot, TT#847.

RECOVERED STOLEN FROM 
OTHER CITY
Date: 11/28/2020

Location: FORDLINE, 
ALLEN PARK 
Time: 08:43 PM

2020-02553
11-28-2020
RECOVERED STO-
LEN
LOCATION:
Fordline, Allen Park 
48101
RECOVERED 
STOLEN:
2008 PT Cruiser- 
Silver
Turned over to Vic-
tim/Owner on scene
Taken out of LEIN by 
Lincoln Park
Confirmed stolen on 
11-12-2020 out of 
Lincoln Park
WARRANTS:
Offender had a sev-
eral warrants out of 
several cities and a 
Felony warrant out 
of Lincoln Park. They 
were advised on the 
warrant and made the 
scene.
EVIDENCE:
Written statements by 
victim and the two in-
volved were complet-
ed and turned over to 
DB.
DETAILS:
Dispatched to 11520 
Fordline (Jamestown 
Apartments) on 11-
28-2020 regarding a 
Recovered Stolen that 
was reported in Lin-
coln Park on 11-12-
2020. DCD advised 
officers's enroute that 
the callers had the Of-
fender blocked in and 
detained until the po-
lice arrived.
Officer's arrived on 
scene and observed 
the Victim standing 
near her stolen vehicle 
and the Offender lay-
ing in the grass. Ofc.
handcuffe d(dl,tc) , 
patted down the Of-
fender when she stat-
ed to him that she was 
going to have a seizure 
and needed a rescue 
to go to the hospital. 
APFD made the scene 
and gave medical at-
tention to Offender 
while R/0 spoke with 
Victim. Lincoln Park 
Police also made the 
scene to confirm on 
the stolen vehicle/ 
warrants in their city.
Victim stated her PT 
Cruiser was stolen at 
the AAA Fuels on 11-

12-2020 in Lincoln 
Park and was reported 
stolen to them. Victim 
was contacted by Of-
fender's sister today 
at her residence about 
her sister stealing 
her car. She advised 
that her sister lives 
in Jamestown Apart-
ments and she was 
going to drive to her 
apartment complex to 
see if the vehicle was 
there. They drove to 
the location, observed 
the PT Cruiser with 
her sister in it and 
called her to make the 
scene. Victim and her 
boyfriend drove to the 
apartment complex 
and observed the PT 
Cruiser with Offend-
er in the driver's seat. 
Victim and her boy-
friend grabbed out of 
the car and held her 
on scene until police 
arrived on scene. The 
keys to the vehicle 
were in the ignition at 
the time of incident. 
Offender's sister made 
the scene, spoke with 
R/0 and completed 
a written statement 
form. She stated she 
had noticed the PT 
Cruiser that her sister 
was driving the last 
couple of weeks here 
and there. She would 
park the PT Cruiser 
down the street when 
she visited her at her 
house. She was get-
ting some clothes out 
of a dresser drawer 
in room at her house 
when she noticed the 
Victim's vehicle regis-

tration in her dresser 
drawer. The Officer 
confronted about the 
registration and she 
confessed to steal-
ing the PT Cruiser at 
AAA Fuels in Lincoln 
Park a few weeks ago.
 She left the house 
very quickly after that 
in the PT Cruiser and 
went to the victim's 
address in Allen Park 
to advised her of what 
she knew. She drove to 
her sister's apartment 
complex and seen her 
sister sitting in the PT 
Cruiser and called the 
victim. 
LEIN:
Sgt. contacted the Ser-
geant on duty at Lin-
coln Park on the mat-
ter and warrants.
Lincoln Park advised 
that they will take 
the vehicle out of 
LEIN when they get a 
chance.
Lincoln Park was 
also advised that the 
Offender would be 
released on scene to 
APFD and they also 
advised that they 
would be releasing 
her to the hospital as 
well at this time.
VEHICLE:
Per LT. the vehicle was 
turned over to victim 
on scene. Victim stat-
ed that the vehicle 
looked fine and had 
no new damage.
RESCUE:
Offender was trans-
ported at this time to 
Dearborn Beaumont 
for possible seizures.

OPERATING WHILE 
INTOXICATED
Date: 11/25/2020

Location: S M-39/W I-94, 
ALLEN PARK
Time: 08:27 PM

2020-02533
11/25/2020
OWI 1st, Accident
Impounded Vehicle-
VYR: 2013 VMA: 
CHEVROLET VMO: 
MALIBU Black
City Towing 
impounded/towed 
vehicle to APPD 
Impound Lot, TT 842
*Heavy front end 
damage
Evidence-
MSP Blood Kit 
(Placed in Outgoing 
mail)
Search Warrant for 
Blood (Placed in DB 
box)
Involved Other- 
(Beaumont Hospital 
RN)
Source-
AP Units were 
dispatched to SBM39/
I94 on a single car 
accident.
Ofc. Notes Ofc 
arrived on scene 
and spoke with the 
Witness who advised 
him how the accident 
occurred
Circumstances-
Upon arrival at 
SBM39/I94 the Of-
ficer observed the 
above listed vehicle 
with heavy damage/
air bags deployed. 
APFD was on scene 
speaking with the 
driver while is was in 
the driver seat, while 
APFD was tending to 
the driver the Officer 
observed that he had 
bloodshot eyes with 
a glassy stare. APFD 
advised the Officer  
that the driver refused 
to go to the hospi-
tal and was signing 
off. The Officer made 
contact with the driv-
er who had a strong 
odor of intoxicants 
emitting from his per-
son and asked him if 
he had been drinking. 
The driver stated "a 
little bit", the Officer 
then asked when his 
last drink was and he 
stated "an hour ago". 
The Officer  advised 
the driver to step out 
of the vehicle and he 

asked "am I going 
to jail?" The Officer 
advised him that he 
would be giving him 
some field sobriety 
test and he agreed to 
take them. The Officer 
provided them with 
the drivers license of 
the driver.
Field Sobriety Test-
The officer asked if he 
could recite the Al-
phabet from A-Z and 
he stated "Yes".
He performed the test 
very slowly and was 
slurring his letters.
The Officer then asked 
if he could count back-
wards from 99-82 and 
he stated "Yes".
He performed the 
test 99, 98, 97 and 
then stopped. He then 
asked "What number 
do I stop at?"
The Officer asked him 
if he remembered 
what number and he 
stated "82". counted 
down to 82 with out 
any complications.
The Officer asked if 
he had any problems 
with his hand and he 
stated "I have lupus", 
the Officer demon-
strated the finger 
dexterity test for and 
asked if he was ca-
pable of performing 
the test and he stated 
"Yes". He performed 
the test count 4, 3, 1, 2 
and failed to accurate-
ly touch his fingertips.
The Officer advised of 
his PBT rights and he 
agreed to take the test 
with a result of .159
Based on listed state-
ments/observations 
the Officer placed un-
der arrest (DL/TC) for 
OWI.
During inventory 
search of the vehicle 
Ofc. located an open 
5th of Crown Royal 
whiskey on the floor 
of the front passenger 
seat.
He was transported to 
APPD where he was 
booked/processed. 
During the booking 
process appeared to 
be in visible pain, the 

Officer along with 
asked him several 
times if he wanted to 
go to the hospital and 
he stated "No, I'm ok". 
The Officer asked him 
what was hurting and 
he stated "my back", 
the Officer then asked 
if he was hurting be-
cause of his lupus or 
because of the acci-
dent and he stated 
"the accident".
The Officer read the 
DI-177 verbatim and 
he refused to take the 
test.
The Officer advised 
Sgt. of condition and 
advised him that he 
refused to take the 
breath test. The Of-
ficer then completed 
the DI-93 form (En-
tered into LEIN by 
Sgt. and then filled 
out an Affidavit for 
Search Warrant to 
Draw Blood and it 
was signed by Judge 
at 10:09pm. A copy 
of the search warrant 
was provided to at the 
hospital and the other 
copy was placed in the 
DB box. 
Sgt. contacted APFD 
who then made APPD 
and then transported 
to Beaumont Hospi-
tal. The Officer fol-
lowed behind APFD 
and upon arrival at 
the hospital the Of-
ficer provided the 
search warrant to RN, 
RN drew 2/l0cc viles 
of blood, Vile #1 at 
2242hrs & Vile #2 at 
2243hrs.
He was released on a 
PR bond at the hos-
pital so that he could 
receive medical treat-
ment for any possible 
injuries.
Ofc. issued Cit 
#174449 for l)OWI 2)
Open Intox-driver 3)
No insurance 
He was mailed a copy 
OWI Cost Sheet and 
his DI-93.
Ofc. completed the 
UD-10 for the acci-
dent.
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Despite Covid and 
all the things that came 
with it the Allen Park 
Jags finished 5-3 on the 
season and lost in the 
second round of the 
playoffs to the Huron 
Chiefs. The losses were 

ALLEN PARK FOOTBALL

JAGS FOOTBALL 
SUCCEEDS

Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

to Woodhaven, Ecorse 
and Huron.

Head Coach Tom 
Danosky said it was a 
tough season.

“I didn’t think we 
played our best game 
against Huron,” Do-
nasky said. “I would 
have liked to have gone 

on and played River 
Rouge.”

It was a tough up 
and down season.

“I think the kids 
handled it better than 
the adults,” he said. “I 
feel bad for them.”

He said they 
missed all the team 

dinners, junior varsity 
games, Homecoming, 
and parents not at Par-
ent Night.

“It was hard to get 
in the flow with inju-
ries and not being able 
to lift,” he said. “Every 
team is like one of your 
kids.

“Every year you 
might lose a team but 
the family gets bigger. I 
credit the parents who 
let them play the staff 
and community.”

Fourteen seniors 
will graduate. They are 
Max Alvarez; David 
Cagle; Colton Caswell; 

Braden Albright and 
Michael Lareau, Bren-
dan Stephens; Bren-
den Flinn; Tyler Flynn; 
Ethan Saroli; Nolan 
Shriver; Trent Peschke; 
Eman Gorduiz; Chris 
Luke and Troy Picotte.

From Mark Uyl
The Representative 

Council of the MHSAA 
approved today an ad-
justed schedule to re-
start and conclude Fall 
Tournaments in foot-
ball, girls volleyball and 
girls swimming & div-
ing, and also to resume 
Winter sports after the 
three-week “pause” in 
activity ordered by the 
Michigan Department 
of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) 
scheduled to end Dec. 
9. As shared Sunday 
evening, the MDHHS 
an-nounced Nov. 15 a 
three-week pause to var-
ious activities including 
school sports, effective 
Nov. 18, in hopes of 
halting the state’s ris-
ing infections due to 
COVID-19. Effective 
Nov 15, 2020 all MH-
SAA sports activity was 
suspended. The only 
allowed coach-player 
contact and activities 

MHSAA WINTER 
SPORTS GUIDANCE

for all sports (fall, win-
ter and spring) is vir-
tual communication 
and meetings through 
at least Dec. 8 or until 
these new orders are 
amended.

The volleyball and 
swimming & diving 
tournaments have one 
week remaining, with 
MHSAA Finals for both 
previously scheduled 
for Nov. 21. The 11 and 
8-Player Football Play-
offs also are nearing 
their conclusions, with 
the 8-player postseason 
two games from com-
pletion and 11-player 
down to its final three 
rounds. Winter prac-
tices for all but boys 
basketball, bowling, ski-
ing and wrestling had 
begun for high school 
teams.

If permitted by 
the MDHHS, practice 
would resume for all 
three Fall sports Dec. 
9, with tournaments 

scheduled as follows:
• Volleyball: Quar-

terfinals in all four di-
visions would be played 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, with 
Semifinals played Dec. 
17-18 and Finals on Sat-
urday, Dec. 19. Those 
final two rounds would 
be played at Battle 
Creek’s Kellogg Arena, 
as previously scheduled.

• Swimming & Div-
ing: All three Lower 
Peninsula Finals would 
be completed on Tues-
day, Dec. 22 (diving) 
and Wednesday, Dec. 
23 (swimming) , with 
three high school sites 
each hosting one meet. 
This allows a two-week 
practice window for all 
participating individu-
als that previously met 
and entered qualifica-
tion times or advanced 
from Diving Regional 
sites.

• Football: 11-Play-
er Regional Finals 
and 8-Player Semifi-

nals would be played 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, and 
Wednesday Dec. 16; 
11-Player Semifinals 
and 8-Player Finals 
would be played Dec. 
21-22 at home sites, 
the 8-player champion-
ship games at Midland 
Community Stadium; 
11-Player Finals will be 
played Monday, Dec. 
28, and Tuesday Dec. 29 
at Ford Field.

For Winter sports, 
the Council approved 
resuming practices on 
Dec. 9 if permitted by 
the MDHHS, with Win-
ter competition to begin 

Jan. 4.
The MHSAA under-

stands where COVID 
numbers were trend-
ing, and that’s why we 
have been supportive of 
the order to pause. But 
these Fall sports deserve 
closure, and this strate-
gy provides the best op-
portunities without fur-
ther interruptions to a 
normal course of train-
ing and competition. A 
very small percentage of 
our teams remain active 
in our Fall tournaments, 
depending on the sport, 
also limiting potential 
exposure to the virus 

across the state. Mean-
while, by waiting until 
January to begin Winter 
competition, the Coun-
cil is allowing our teams 
to continue activity but 
also restricting the mix-
ing of communities to 
further promote reduc-
ing COVID spread.

The Council meets 
again on Dec. 4 for its 
annual Fall Meeting, 
and at that time will 
consider possi-ble tour-
nament adjustments 
necessary due to the 
shortened Winter com-
petition season.

The Allen Park Guardian Newspaper will be featuring Allen Park 
houses in an upcoming issue.  You can submit a picture of your 

house to Jim Jacek at jimjacek@gmail, or text it to 313-949-1518. 
You can have your house featured in an upcoming issue, like these 

houses on Park Avenue.

Are you decorating your 
house for Christmas, and 

proud of your work?
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Mother Cabrini Day of Giving shatters 
last year’s record

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic schools grateful for Day of Giving success

St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic schools held 
their second annual 
Mother Cabrini Day 
of Giving on Friday, 
Nov. 13, the feast day 
of their patroness. De-
spite the ongoing pan-
demic, the 24-hour, 
online, on-campus, 
social media-driven 
effort raised $107,837 
from 561 donors, soar-
ing above last year's 
$78,000 from 343 do-
nors record. 

The effort, which 
began at 12:01 a.m., 
Friday morning gen-
erated over 106 gifts 
by 6 a.m., meeting the 
100 donation require-

ment for the "Mid-
night Madness" chal-
lenge and winning the 
students a sweet treat 
from Kona Ice trucks 
at the end of the school 
day.

The day of giv-
ing tally grew, sur-
passing the $20,000 
and $40,000 marks by 
mid-day, which meant 
the grade school and 
high school principals 
would have to make 
good on bold prom-
ises they made to the 
students. The grade 
school students got 
to tape Principal An-
thony Sahadi to a wall 
while the high school 

students got to make a 
large ice cream sundae 
on Principal Donna 
Sweeney’s head. 

As the donations 
came pouring in from 
alumni, parents, pa-
rishioners, family, and 
friends, the campus 
buzzed with activities 
to celebrate the feast 
day of Mother Cabrini. 
Inspired by St. Frances 
Cabrini's selfless ser-
vice to those in need, 
students from K-12 
participated in service 
projects ranging from 
coloring pictures and 
decorating gift bags 
for nursing homes 
to making blankets, 

sleeping mats, and per-
sonal care packages for 
the homeless. 

Culver's restaurant 
of Allen park got in on 
the giving by offering 
free Butterburgers to 
anyone who donated. 
Coupons for free Cul-
ver’s value meals were 
given to people mak-
ing in-person dona-
tions between certain 
hours. 

The day's success 
was spurred on by 
challenges and ambas-
sadorships that fos-
tered friendly compe-
titions among faculty, 
friends, and alumni.

Donna Sweeney 
and Nicole Barnes 
brought in the largest 
donation totals to win 
the Teacher Ambassa-
dor contests. Christine 
Latkovic, who set up 
her ambassadorship 
in honor of her late 
husband, Dr. Mark 
Latkovic, was the 
Monarch Ambassa-
dor competition win-
ner, bringing in over 
$3000. Each winner 
will have the oppor-
tunity to direct where 
a small portion of the 

day's gifts will be allot-
ted to benefit students. 

All proceeds from 
the Mother Cabrini 
Day of Giving will be 
used to meet students' 
needs and the pro-
grams that directly im-
pact them.

While the pan-
demic continues to 
affect schools all over 
the nation, Cabrini 
students and adminis-
tration expressed grat-
itude for the support 
of the entire Cabrini 

community who made 
their day of giving such 
a success.

Gifts can be made 
at  cabrinidayofgiving.
org until Dec. 31, 2020.

St. Frances Cabri-
ni Catholic school is a 
co-educational, K-12, 
academically excellent 
school committed to 
providing an authentic 
Catholic educational 
experience that devel-
ops the character and 
potential of every stu-
dent.

Cabrini head foot-
ball coach Brian Obry-
cki said the season was 
tough for many rea-
sons. He cited athletes 
having to wear masks. 
Cleaning was very im-
portant.

There were drills 
on the practice field 
that were not able to 
be used. They were not 
able to scrimmage oth-
er teams which made 
the first game even 

HOW CABRINI FOOTBALL 
DEALT WITH COVID

The Cabrini varsi-
ty football team only 
had two wins all season 
but they played several 
other games that could 
have went both ways. 
With a final record of 
2-5 they beat Waterford 
Our Lady of Lakes and 
Marine City Cardinal 
Mooney.

“We had a great 

MONARCHS BATTLED
group of kids who went 
through a lot,” Cabrini 
head coach Brian Obry-
cki said. “There were 
two games that could 
have went either way.

Obrycki said it was 
a whole different year 
with the virus. Every 
team was affected dif-
ferently. 

“It was a whole dif-
ferent year,” he said. 
“The cleaning was big.

tougher.
“The principal, the 

athletic director and Fa-
ther Tim all did an ex-
cellent job of making a 
plan and sticking to it,” 
Obrycki said. “This has 
been a tough season.”

Cabrini ju-
nior  quarterback Ryan 
Kugelman (his thoughts 
on the season during 
Covid Pandemic)

What was the sea-
son like with Covid?

This past season 
with COVID was an 

adjustment for me and 
my teammates. It was 
hard to manage practic-
es and maintain those 
distance rules that were 
instituted at the begin-
ning of the season, but 
our coaching staff did 
a great job with being 
flexible and everyone 
being invested this year. 

How did it effect 
you/ your team?

COVID affected 
our team by stopping 
the season at the origi-
nal stop time, and then 
continuing after the 
governor allowed us to 
play. It forced a lot of 
us to find that original 
mindset that we would 
normally go into a new 
season with and play 
with that burning pas-
sion.

Favorite part of sea-
son?

My favorite part of 
the season was the Lakes 
game because we finally 
came together as a team 
and we were enjoying 

the game, even with the 
limitations of COVID. 
It was hard to enjoy it 
with all the mask rules 
but that game really al-
lowed us to open up and 
play for fun. 

Would you say it 
was scary?

For me, it was not 
scary at all, it was awe-
some to get another 
season under my belt 
and play with my team-

“There were no 
7-on-7s,” he said. “It 
was until the first or 
second game we got an-
swers about players we 
would have had before 
the season starts.”

Graduating se-
niors are Jacob Roman; 
Mathew Schultz; An-
tonio LaGreca; David 
Egged; Daniel Szafrans-
ki; Teddie Williams and 
Chris Courtright.

mates for another year, 
and make up for the 
missed baseball sea-
son. We weren’t scared 
at all based on the fact 
we took the right pre-
cautions towards the 
COVID situation. 

How would you 
describe playing for 
Cabrini this season?

Playing for Cabrini 
is always an honor be-
cause you always learn 

something more than 
just football throughout 
the season. The coach-
es teach us lessons that 
we can apply after foot-
ball and into the game 
called life. I always en-
joy the energy and emo-
tions of my teammates, 
and I wouldn’t want to 
play anywhere else. 

Pros and Cons:
The pros of playing 
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By Mark Dabiero
Dabiero Chari-

ties is facing the most 
unprecedented chal-
lenges since Mark and 
Barb Dabiero started 
this charity over 30 
years ago with a sin-
gle family from   the 
Melvindale School 
District.

Due to Covid 
concerns we have 
been unable to host 
conventional fund-
raisers for the fam-
ilies in need which 
in turn has created 
anxiety for the Dabi-
ero Charities Board 

Dabiero 
Charities

members as well as 
volunteers. The atti-
tude of the volunteers 
has been incredible. 
On many occasions 
we have been asked 
if help is needed and 
how they may assist. 
The answer is we do 
need as much finan-
cial support as we can 
possibly get. 

The landscape of 
how we do things are 
quite different as the 
charity has grown. 
The 503 © 3 Tax De-
ductable contribu-
tions has enabled us 
to give 450 to 500 

children clothing and 
food for the Santa 
season in conjunc-
tion with  supporting 
families that have lost 
their homes or fallen 
on tough times. Con-
tributors appreciate 
the fact that 100% of 
the funds are given di-
rectly to the children. 
We do not have any 
wages taking from the 
revenues generated.

Thank all of you 
downriver residents 
that have donated to 
our charity.

By Jim Jacek
Julianna Flatt is in 

the 4th grade at Cabri-
ni School, but she al-
ready has a good idea 
of what she wants to 
do. Her plan is to join 

4th Grade Student at Cabrini wants 
to be a Police Officer

Officer Allison Michaels and Julianna Flatt.

Supporting Julianna Flatt (front) is Linda Lockwood Shovak, Katie 
Yee, and Amanda Gross.

Allen Park police officer Allison Michaels shows Julianna Flatt the 
inside of her police car. Photos By Jim Jacek

the military, become a 
military police officer, 
and serve her country.   
When she gets out, she 
would like to become 
an Allen Park police 
officer, and eventual-

ly study law. She had a 
conversation with Al-
len Park Police Officer 
Allison Michaels about 
what it’s like to be a po-
lice officer.

Photos By Jim Jacek

Construction continues 
on the Allen Park 

Department of Public 
Works new building on 

Outer Drive
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Photos by Jim Jacek

AP Farmers 
Market Contacts

From Jim Jacek
Even though the 

Allen Park Farmers 
Market was scheduled 
to end after the last Fri-
day in October, it was 
extended one more 
week (December 4) 
because of warm sun-
ny weather.   Some of 
the vendors wanted to 
leave their contact in-
formation, so that cus-
tomers can still reach 
out to them.   Feel free 
to contact them if you 
need their products or 
services.

New members and 
renewals BJs
Diane Jacek
(313) 414-6156
djacek@bjs.com

GreenHouse Soups 
& Chili
Janebate61@gmai l .
com
w w w.Gre enHous e-
SoupsandChili.com
Or Facebook “Green-
House Soups&Chili

Let’s Paint and Par-
ty (2)
Facebook “Let’s Paint 
and Party w/ Artist Re-
gina Plank
(734) 749-5111
Facebook “Loves Cus-
tard Pie”

Culver’s of AP 
Awards Scholarships to 
St. Francis Cabrini Stu-
dents

Culver’s of Allen 
Park supports local 
students in reaching 
their educational goals. 
Scholarship recipient, 
Carter Russelburg, 7th 
grade & Trevor Walton-
baugh, 10th grade of St. 
Francis Cabrini school 
has received a $500 and 
$1,000 scholarship from 
Culver’s of Allen Park 
Scholarship to pursue 
their educational goals. 
The scholarships are 

Culver’s of AP Awards 
Scholarships to St. 

Francis Cabrini Students

produced through a do-
nation from Culver's of 
Allen Park and a Share 
Night fundraiser held 
at the restaurant. " As 
a member of the Allen 
Park community, it's 
important to support 
local schools and it's 
students." Says owner 
of Culver’s Jerry Olinik 
. "We’re so proud to be 
able to recognize two 
students and help them 
continue their educa-
tion at St. Francis Cabri-
ni schools." Culver's of 
Allen Park has awarded 
$2,500 in scholarships 

locally. Lea Culver, Ex-
ecutive Director of Cul-
ver’s Foundation and 
also one of Culver’s® 
co-founders is award-
ing scholarships to-
taling $490,250 to 211 
team members in 2017. 
Through the Founda-
tion Scholarship pro-
gram over $4 million 
has been awarded to 
more than 3,000 team 
members. The program 
is funded by Culver’s 
suppliers, franchisees, 
and Culver Franchising 
System, Inc.

Photos Courtesy of Culver's Allen Park

From Matt Waddell 
Recently a men’s 

softball league in 
Brownstown won the 
division III champi-
onship. The team is 
made up of majority of 
Waddell family mem-
bers.  The other players 
are close friends of the 
family.

The winning team 
consisted of: Glenn 
Waddell (manager), 
Craig Waddell, Matt 
Waddell, Jason Wad-
dell, Jackson Waddell, 
Cole Waddell, Brett 
Hamilton, Jeremy Lock-
enour, Devin Waddell, 
Ethan Waddell, Ryan 
Waddell, Nolan Wad-
dell, Gary Yuhaz, Matt 
Dubois, Diego Domin-
guez, Scott Beggs, and 
Jim Nelson. 

The first 13 names 
are part of the Waddell 
family, the other 4 are 
very close friends of the 
family. 

Matt Waddell dis-
cusses the season: “In 
the regular season we 
finished with a 13 and 9 
record and we were the 
number 4 seed for the 
playoffs. In the playoffs 
we caught fire and went 
undefeated all the way 
to the championship, 
winning four games in 
a row. 

The championship 

MEN’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE 
IN BROWNSTOWN WINS 

DIVISION III CHAMPIONSHIP

Photos by Michelle Waddell, Madison and Molly Felty, and Jayne Waddell.
game was a great battle 
the whole game. Until 
the last inning when 
we pulled out ahead by 
several runs, capped off 
by a walk off grand slam 
(it ended up a mercy 
on that grand slam) by 
Cole Waddell to win 
the championship. 

The playoff run fea-
tured many great plays 
including a couple of 
spectacular catches in 
the outfield by Jeremy 
Lockenour. The young 
guys at the top of the 
lineup, Ethan and Ryan 
had some key hits and 
were flying around the 
bases. The bottom of 
the lineup, Brett, No-
lan, and Jackson came 
through with clutch 
hits as well as some 
great defensive plays 
throughout the play-
offs. Matt Dubois was 
switched to short stop 
right before the play-
offs started and he did a 
phenomenal job in his 
new position. While the 
grizzled veterans Jason 
and Matt Waddell gave 
our team the veteran 
leadership needed to 
win a championship.”

Waddell discuss-
es the softball team: 
“We have had a softball 
team for the last 20+ 
years. Mostly consist-
ing of family members 

and close friends. Play-
ers have come and gone 
over the years, some 
too old to play now, 
some have been add-
ed to the team because 
they are old enough to 
play now. But no matter 
what it has always been 
about family and hav-
ing fun. The get togeth-
ers after the games are 
just as important and 
fun as the games them-
selves. Winning the 
championship this year 
( for the first time) was 
a very special moment 
for all of us, mostly be-
cause we were able to 
share it with each other, 
with our family.

I just want to add 
a special shout out if 
you will to the moms, 
wives, girlfriends, and 
nieces who have shown 
unbelievable support as 
fans not only this sea-
son but every season. 
We couldn’t do it with-
out you!

My dad, Glenn 
Waddell is the oldest 
of the Waddell's and 
watching his grandkids, 
nephew and son play 
softball every Sunday 
was the highlight of his 
week. Watching us win 
the championship was 
one of the best days of 
his life.”
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From City of Allen 
Park

With the increase 
of COVID 19 cases, 
the Treasurer’s Office 
is asking our custom-
ers to avoid coming 
into City Hall to pay 
the tax bills or water 
bills. 

Please use the 
BLUE PAYMENT 
DROP BOX located 
in the east parking 
lot island nearest to 
the Great Lakes ACE 
Hardware store. 

City Hall: 
Use Blue Payment Drop Box 

for Tax or Water Bills
Please be assured 

that the Payment 
Drop Box is emp-
tied several times 
throughout the day. If 
a customer requires a 
paid receipt, we ask 
you to note that in 
with your payment. 
We will be more than 
happy to mail one out 
to anyone. You can 
also call the Treasur-
er’s office (313) 928-
4396 or (313) 928-
4464 to verify receipt 
of your payment. 

It is not too late 
to sign up for Auto-
matic Withdrawal. 
Forms are available 
on the City website. 
Payments are with-
drawn on the due 
date - February 16, 
2021. 

On-line pay-
ments through the 
City website cityo-
fallenpark.org is an-
other option when 
using a credit/debit 
card or an e-check 
(fee applies).



December 4, 2020   Allen Park Guardian Page 9

From Wade: I have a special 
announcement!!! I will now 
be known as Santa Wade till 

Christmas. On December 
12th at 12 noon I’m going 

to lead a furry friend 
Christmas walk down Park 

Ave. from Champaign to 
White St.  Any one who 

wants to dress up and join 
me is more then welcome. 
Remember social distance 
is important. We will walk 

on the sidewalk. Give 
the neighborhood some 
Christmas spirit. Also, 

please remember to support 
small businesses and shop 

local in AP!
 

Photos By Patrick Clemens

Wade as Santa and 
Supporting Small Businesses 

in AP
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 ➢ continued from page 5

HOW 
CABRINI 

FOOTBALL 
DEALT 

WITH COVID
for Cabrini is develop-
ing leadership skills and 
being that person that 
your teammates can go 
to if they don’t under-
stand a concept or play. 
The con is of course 
the numbers but that 
is what you get with a 
private school, because 
across all of metro De-
troit the numbers of 
these schools go down 
as well, not just us. 

Cabrini football se-
nior Matt Schultz on 
Covid during the foot-
ball season: “This sea-
son was my last year 
playing high school 
football, which led me 
into this season think-
ing to make every mo-
ment last no matter 
what. Therefore when 
COVID hit, we were 
told that our high school 
football season would 
continue with proto-
cols to keep us safe. The 
season was different in 
having to wear protec-
tive health gear while 

playing, as well as not 
being able to have fans 
at games, which allowed 
the atmosphere to be 
definitely quiet. Fans are 
a big part of our season 
because they are our 
support system, there-
fore playing   this sea-
son without them was 
difficult. Since we were 
a small team COVID 
affected us in being ex-
tremely cautious about 
one another. Although 
during this season I felt 
that we were more of 
a team and bonded us 
due to all of the “news” 
that were happening 
this season. My favor-
ite part of this season 
was the last game, even 
though we lost I had the 
opportunity to play my 
last high school game 
ever with the boys who 
are my brothers. I could 
not have asked for a 
better way to remem-
ber my senior football 
season. This season 
was very scary playing 
due to the fact if we got 

Covid we could spread 
it to each other as well 
as spreading it to our 
families and friends. I 
have been at Cabrini 
for 12 years so playing 
there that long this sea-
son was definitely one 
that I will remember 
forever. I cannot imag-
ine playing for anyone 
other than Cabrini and 
was very grateful that 
we were able to play 
during the pandemic. 
I would just like to put 
out a huge thank you to 
the boys on my team for 
allowing me to be their 
captain and lead them 
in this season. As well as 
my coach, Coach O for 
everything that he has 
done while coaching me 
as well as making sure 
we were all safe during 
this time and healthy. 
He’s taught me a lot 
more than just football, 
he showed me some 
life lessons to and that’s 
something I will never 
be able to say thank you 
enough for.”

Canterbury Tails is located at 18740 Ecorse in Allen Park. 
Photos By Jim Jacek.

By Jim Jacek
The Allen Park 

Chamber of Com-
merce business fea-
ture this week is 
Canterbury Tails, 
ran by Keith and his 
son Patrick.   Canter-
bury Tails specializ-
es in dog grooming, 

Canterbury 
Tails

bathing dogs, and 
trimming their nails.   
They are located at 
18740 Ecorse in Al-
len Park, which is 
their location since 
2007.   The hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Fri-
day, 9am to 5pm, 

and Saturday 9am to 
4pm.  They are closed 
on Wednesdays and 
Sundays.   Appoint-
ments are needed to 
bring your dog in.   
You can make an ap-
pointment by calling 
(313) 827-0466.

Keith (left) and his son Patrick are ready to groom your dog.


