CREMATION,
BURIAL AND
PRE-PLANNING
SERVICES
AVAILABLE

VORANFUNERALHOME.COM

Allen

Phone: 734-636-3779
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CHECKUS &N 10AM-2AM

APHS HOMEGOMING SN L (NSIDE
T 10AM-2AM
6004 ALLEN ROAD

(313) 382-4545

&THINKING OF SELLING,

OR BUYING A
NEW HOME?

4
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T

Search Homes & »
Find your Home Value
FREE - by scanning here!

Shannon Bagdonas
Your Local Realtor®

Story and more photos on page 5. Photos By Jim Jacek. Call/Text: 313-766-8387

Dunleavy’s AOH Golf Outing 2023

6601 Park, Allen Park, MI 48101
39555 Orchard Hill Place, Ste 600,
Novi, MI 48375
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Story and more photos on page 7. Photos By Tom Hamilton.

APFD Says Happy Retirement
to Chief Ed Cann

okt Joruse

m
$14%2cscn -

Includes Plates, Napkins,
Silverware. Choice of 3
Entrees, 1 Side, 1 Veggie &
Dessert Choice, Plus Dinner
Rolls With Butter

& Choice of

Salad

Foal/
A

Catering Staff Comes
Out, Sets Up In

Professional Chaffing
Dishes And Returns After
Party And Tears Down

Catering Menu and More
Info Available at
www.primospizzaonline.com
Ala Carte
(Per Pan) Options
Available
as well

| Book By 11/30/2023
i With Coupon & GetUp To |

100,FF |

 Full Service Catermg !
| *Restrictions ly !
P izza 313 928-5500

only * Exp. 11/30/23 I

— — . a—C

8237 Allen Rd., Allen Park, Ml 48101 = 31 3-928 5500
WWWw.primospizzaonline.com
Follow Catering Links on website to Book and/or Save Date & Get Information
Questions Please Call Tim Estheimer or Bob “Rudy” Rudo

15801 Southfield Rd

Limited Time

15% OFF Carry Out!

Catering Available For All Occasions
www.ShishPalaceRestuarant.com

Mebditerrancan
5 h LS ll?""‘ Cuisine

Allen Park, Ml 48101 313 908 2666
15% OFF

ANY
ORDER

Dine-In Only. Expires 10-31-23.

ANY LUNCH ENTREE ONLY 39!

FOR ALL OF YOUR COMIC NEEDS”
STOP IN AND BEGIN YOUR
SHOPPING TOPAY!

EEuEE T cones

FREE
SMALL HUMMUS

Ask About
I s Our Gift
L Cards

Story and more photos on page 4.

6711 Allen Road @

Allen| Park PAST TO PRESENT, |
313-382-0700  FORALL YOUR NERD NEEDS!

(CHECK{OUT{OURIWEBSITEIWWW.COMIXOASIS:COM)
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B Salute Taverna ®

el IC I

Now Booking

Holiday Parties

22615 Goddard
Taylor, MI 48180
734-318-2800

Hours
Mon-Thurs 11:30am-9pm
Fri & Sat 11:30am - 10pm

Sun 1lam-9pm
Sun Brunch 11am-2pm
Nightly Entertainment

Savings in the Guardian

Call To Schedule A

FREE ESTIMATE EJEW.LT X1},

Residential & Commercial
MikeThePainter137@gmail.com ﬁ @Mlke The Painter

SAVINGS IN ALLEN PARK

2x3 for *50 per week, 4 week run = ‘200 total
2x2 for *25 per week, 4 week run = *100 total

(all: 734-636-6577 or email
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

SAVINGS IN ALLEN PARK

2x3 for *50 per week, 4 week run =200 total
2x2 for *25 per week, 4 week run = *100 total

Call: 734-636-6577 or email
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

Allen Park Guardian
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Allen Park Guardian

6543 Allen Road « Allen Park, MI 48101

For Classified, Church Directory
or General Advertising
Call: 734-636-6577 or email
tomchelseaguardion@gmail.com
or charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

Please like and share our
Facebook Page: APGuardian

Mission Statement:
Hard work, good work and creating and
fostering great relationships are the keys to
community success.

SAVINGS IN ALLEN PARK

2x3 for °50 per week, 4 week run = *200 total
2x2 for °25 per week, 4 week run = *100 total

Call: 734-636-6577 or email
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

SAVINGS IN ALLEN PARK

2x3 for *50 per week, 4 week run =200 total
2x2 for *25 per week, 4 week run = *100 total

Call: 734-636-6577 or email
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com
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MDOP/VANDALISM
Date: 10/3/2023

MDOP/Vandalism
10/03/2023

Location:

3420 Fairlane Dr
(Jimmy John's)
Victim Vehicle:

2016 Silver Ford
Fiesta

Damaged Property:
-Alternator belt cut
-Anti-freeze line cut
Circumstance:

On 10/03/2023 an Of-
ficer was dispatched

Location: 3000 FAIRLANE DR,
ALLEN PARK, MI

Time: N/A

report of an MDOP of
a vehicle. Upon arriv-
al the Officer met with
the listed victim. She
stated that her vehi-
cle was parked in the
front lot during the
day and came out to
see that she had fluid
leaking on the ground
and also observed a
belt that was cut that
was hanging out from
underneath the car.

who would want to do
this and she stated a
name of who used to
work with her at Jim-
my John's. She stated
there has been argu-
ments regarding an-
other male in her life
and that is possibly
why it was cut. There
are no cameras facing
the parking lot but
business will check.

to 3420 Fairlane Dr The Officer asked her
(Jimmy John's) for the if she knew of anyone

MDOP/VANDALISM Location: 500 ALLEN RD,

ALLEN PARK, MI

Date: 10/9/2023 Time: N/A
MDOP/Vandalism advised that rocks had day to make a report.
10/09/2023 been thrown through A friend of there's had
Location: the glass door. Upon already came to the
500 Allen Rd arrival I met with the location and board-
Damaged: listed caller/owner: ed the door up. She
-Side glass door had ~ She stated that her stated that no entry

two rocks thrown
into it. No entry was
made. Just damage to

the property
Circumstance:
On 10/09/2023 An
was dispatched to

500 Allen Rd for an
MDOP report. DCD

lawn company has
notified her on
10/04/2023 there the
side glass door was
broken and rocks
were thrown through
the door. She was on
vacation at this time
and arrived home to-

was made into the
business and noth-
ing was taken. There
are no cameras at the
location and it is un-
known on suspects at
this time.

Philharmonic “Phright Night”

returns to Northville Marquis

Theatre to host annual spooky
October concert

The Michigan Phil-
harmonic will make its
return to downtown
Northville this month
for the annual “Phright
Night” concert, blend-
ing hauntingly good
music from movies and
more.

The performance is
planned for Saturday,
Oct. 21 beginning at
7:30 p.m. and will fea-
ture the music of Danny
Elfman, John Williams,
Hans Zimmer and J.S.
Bach as well as a “time
warp” from movies like
“The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show;” “Jaws,” and
the “Corpse Bride”

Geft Philips, a well-
known performer and
vocalist, will provide
narration and vocals
during the evening,
and expect a sing-along
during “Monster Mash.”

Some of the se-
lections will include
“Toccata in D Minor”
by Bach, “Witch’s Ride”
(from “Hanzel and Gre-
tel”), “Danse Macabre”
by Camille Saint-Saens,
“The Witches of East-
wick” and the theme
from “Jaws” by Wil-
liams and “Kernkraft
400 Zombie Nation” by

Florian Senfter.

Everyone is encour-
aged to wear costumes,
and fans will want to
watch for what new
costume Phil conduc-
tor Nan Washburn will
unveil - a tradition she
began many years ago
at the Phils first Hal-
loween concert. There
will be a cash bar and
concessions - including
popcorn for sale.

Tickets for the open-
ing night are available
at the Philharmonic’s
website: michiganphil.
org. For information,
contact (734) 451-2112.
But hurry, tickets are
selling fast.

As one of Michi-
gans finest orchestras,
the  Plymouth-based
Philharmonic celebrates
a wide range of classi-
cal and pops music that
connects, engages, and
creates unique expe-
riences. This year, the
symphony is also cel-
ebrating the 25th year
being led by Washburn.

About the Michi-
gan Philharmonic: Now
in its 78th season, the
Michigan Philharmonic
- (or “Michigan Phil”)
- is one of the most in-

Allen Park Guardian

novative and dynamic
professional orchestras
in Southeast Michigan.
Nan Washburn, Music
Director & Conductor
since 1999, has won
19 ASCAP Awards for
Adventurous Program-
ming of Contemporary
Music from the League
of American Orches-
tras. In 2019 the Mich-
igan Philharmonic was
awarded Second Place
in the American Prize
for Professional Or-
chestras. The orches-
tra performs in an ev-
er-expanding roster of
Michigan communities;
including  Plymouth,
Canton, Northville, Li-
vonia, Brighton, Down-
town Detroit, and many
others. The Michigan
Phil is committed to
reaching out to a broad
and diverse array of
audiences and provid-
ing enjoyable cultural
and social experienc-
es, while encouraging
anyone who loves live
music events to “Spend
the night with Michigan
Phil”

For tickets and more
information, please visit
www.michiganphil.org
or call (734) 451-2112.

Allen Park

Police

Department
Weekly Summary

MALICIOUS DESTRUCTION |§ Location: APPD,
ALLEN PARK, MI

OF PROPERTY
Date: 10/2/2023

Malicious Destruc-
tion Of Property
10-2-23

Date/Time: Between
10pm/10-1-23 and
12am/10-2-23
Location: 1000 Bel-
mont Ave
Damaged: Approx-
imately 50 inch X
50 inch double pane
window (1st pane
broke)

Suspect(s): None
Information:

Time: N/A

An Officer was dis-
patched to the APPD
lobby on a malicious
destruction  report.
The Officer met with
the victim. He ad-
vised me that when
he was home last
night between 10pm
and 12am, he heard a
loud noise. He looked
out the window, but
didn't see anything.
This morning, his
neighbor advised him

that the front win-
dow of residence had
a window broke out.
He advised me that he
had no enemies, nor
does he have any cam-
eras that would have
caught the incident.
The Officer provided
with a report number
and advised him to
contact his State Farm
house insurance.

continued from page 1
From: Allen Park
Fire Department

“It's a bittersweet
day as we celebrate
Allen Park Fire De-
partment Chief Ed
Cann's official retire-
ment. Chief Cann
served 18 faithful

years to the City of
Allen Park - Govern-
ment and its Citizens.
He was a great Chief,
loved by all and we
wish him well in his
retirement!

Thank you to
Mayor Gail Vitali
McLeod, City Ad-

APFD Says Happy Retirement
to Chief Ed Cann

ministrator Mark
Kibby, Councilman
Gary Schlack , HR
Tanya White, and all
the retirees and peo-
ple that came to give
Chief Cann an amaz-
ing send off” Happy
Retirement Ed!

December 5, 1973
- September 30, 2023

Kerry Pulcifer, of
Allen Park, passed
away September 30,
2023. Loving wife
of Sheldon Pulcifer.
Dear mother of Tay-
lor, Kaylie, Brianna,
Donald (Carol), and
Cody. Proud Gigi of
Alaina, Logahn, Ali-
yah, Carolann, Nylah,

October 20, 2023

Noah, and on the way,
D.J. Beloved daughter
of Douglas (Barbara)
Wilson and Deborah
Sheick. Cherished sis-
ter of Sarah (Patrick),
Brian (Jessica), Beth
(John), the late Paul,
William (Riane), and
Jacob (Elyse). She is
survived by many
aunts, uncles, niec-
es, nephews, cousins

Obituaries
Kerry Pulcifer

and many other loving
family members and
friends.

Kerry was such a
generous person, since
her birthday was in
December, she never
wanted birthday pres-
ents, but she would
rather everyone do-
nate to Toys for Tots
so the children could

celebrate  Christmas
by opening presents.
She loved traveling

and was a very outgo-
ing person, she made
friends anywhere and
everywhere she went.
She cherished the time
spent with family and
friends.

A memorial gath-
ering will be held at
The Martenson Family
of Funeral Homes, on
Saturday, October 14,
2023 from 12:00 pm
until 3:00 pm.

Memorial contri-
butions may be made
in memory of Kerry to
Toys for Tots.

Page 4



A

ALLEN PARK
ATHLETIGS

ON THE SIDELINE:

TAYLOR SWIFT, LIONS, TIGERS
AND A LEFT FIELDER

By Don Richter
drichter101@comcast.net

It was a “Cruel
Summer;” indeed.

First off, where
the heck did my sum-
mer go? It seemed like
I blinked and it went
from 75 degrees to
45 degrees. 1 guess I
shouldn’t be surprised.

Its Michigan, am I
right?
Someone  please,

pretty please, with a
cherry on top, tell me
why I care about Taylor
Swift and Travis Kelce's
budding romance. I
really, really, really, re-
ally, really hate myself
for even being aware of
said romance.

Why should I care

about what two young,
good-looking million-
aires  (billionaire for
Swift?) do outside of
their day jobs as singer/
songwriter for Swift and
NFL player for Kelce?
Who cares about their
social lives? What is the
fascination for me?

I read that Kelce is
34-years-old and Swift
is 33. When I was their
age, I had quite the so-
cial life myself. I had
adoring fans (females,
that is, yes I did, I'm
not kidding), money in
the bank, a good career,
a tight midsection (no
beer belly)and still only
one chin. I was stylin.

I didn’'t have camer-
as following me around
snapping photos of my
every move.

I also sadly wasn't
selling out stadiums for
concerts or winning Su-
per Bowls.

Nope, the only “su-
per bowls” I was “win-
ning” were the two or
three bowls of Cocoa
Krispies I was having

Sunday mornings after
a night out with friends.
And the only “stadiums”
I was selling out were
the...well, the, umm,
never mind, I wasn't
selling out any stadiums.
The closest I came to be-
ing a part of a sold out
stadium was covering
a few high school state
championship ~ games
in football and basket-
ball or a Lions-Packers
Thanksgiving Day con-
test as a sports writer
back in the day.

Otherwise, I
nothin’

Speaking of the Li-
ons, what in the Ho-
nolulu Blue and Silver
is going on with that
team? Are they really
5-1 overall? Did they
just hold an opposing
NFL team to six points
in their latest victory?
Are they actually getting
consistent pressure on
quarterbacks? Are my
eyes deceiving me?

I dont know what
has my attention more
— Taylor Swift and Tra-

got

vis Kelce or the Detroit
Lions being 5-1 and in
first place in the NFC
North. I watched a re-
cent national NFL show
in which the two studio
analysts discussed the
Lions being possibly the
best team in the NFC. I
think the Philadelphia
Eagles and San Francis-
co 49ers might have a
say in that at some point
this season, but it was
amazing hearing the
Lions’ name with any-
thing associated with
the “NFC’s best.”

All T know, and I
dont know much, is
that longtime Detroit
Lions fans like myself
deserve this recent suc-
cess. Bring it on. I want
more. Go Lions.

By the way, is Miggy
really done? Did he ac-
tually retire? Without
question, Miguel Cabre-
ra is a first ballot Hall of
Famer and one of the
greatest hitters to ever
play the game of base-
ball.

With Cabrera re-

tiring, I was recently
thinking of my all-time
Detroit Tigers baseball
team. I have one prob-
lem with my team — I'm
in need of a left fielder.
Who should be the Ti-
gers all-time best left
fielder? Anyone? Willie
Horton, maybe? Any-
way, I'm sure it’s some-
body obvious that I'm
just forgetting about.
But here’s my all-time
Tiger baseball team. Ev-
ery player is (or will be)
a Hall of Famer.
1B-Hank Greenberg
2B-Charlie Gehringer
SS-Alan Trammell
3B-George Kell

RF-Al Kaline

CE-Ty Cobb

LF-22?

C-Mickey Cochrane
DH-Miguel Cabrera
P-Hal Newhouser
Batting order —

1. Ty Cobb, CF

2. Alan Trammell, SS

3. Al Kaline, RF

4. Hank Greenberg, 1B
5. Miguel Cabrera, DH
6. George Kell, 3B

7. Mickey Cochrane, C

8.2%%, LF
9. Charlie Gehringer,
2B

Dang, what a team.
What a line-up.

Just need a left
fielder. I would have no
problem putting Wil-
lie Horton in that spot.
Heck, he was my favor-
ite player growing up.
He went to my Mom’s
high school. He was a
Detroit native. He was a
power hitter and an ex-
cellent all-around play-
er.

Anyhow, enough of
my ramblings.

I hear Taylor Swift
may show up at Travis
Kelce’s next game. I hear
they were recently seen
out in public holding
hands. This could actu-
ally be happening peo-
ple.

I hate myself.

I hate myself so
very much.

It was a cruel sum-
mer.

I need a life.

And a left fielder...

ALLEN PARK VARSITY FOOTBALL
APHS HOMEGOMING FOOTBALL GAME

continued from page 1
From: Jim Jacek
Allen Park High
School  held their
homecoming football
game on September 29,
2023. The final score
was Allen Park High
School 50 Wyandotte
14. During halftime,
Ellie Lauth was chosen
as the homecoming
queen, and Gryphon
Alwell was chosen as
the homecoming king.

Photos By Sam Klos Captured 4 Life Photography

Allen Park Guardian

October 20, 2023

DEFEAT

The Allen Park Jag-
uars football team won
Friday's home con-
ference game against
Trenton by a score of
42-14 on Friday Octo-
ber 6.

TRENTON

Page 5



ATHLETIGS

AP Member of the
Week: Jim Jacek

GABRINI
SPORTS

GABBI"I sponTs The Allen Park the businesses in Al-
RESULTS

From: Sara Bardelli

Varsity boys soccer
won against Frankel
Jewish Academy 6-1
on October 5th.

Varsity girls cross
country won first place
at the Wayne County
Championships for the
3/4 division.

Ava teed broke the
school record for cross
country again with a

time of 18:40.6.

Cabrini  Varsity
Football won over Our
Lady of the Lakes on
October 13, 25-7.

Cabrini  Varsity
Soccer won over Cen-
tral Academy for their
last home game on Oc-
tober 10, 3-0.

Chamber member of
the week is Jim Jacek.
He has been taking
pictures for the Allen
Park Guardian since
the first issue came
out 5 years ago in Sep-
tember 2018. He also
delivers the papers to

len Park for the cus-
tomers to take. Jim
does a lot of photog-
raphy, including re-
unions, sports, wed-
dings, homecomings,
proms, and parties.
He does have the abil-
ity to print pictures

on site, including 5 x
7 and 8 x 10 prints. In
addition to photogra-
phy, he also has his
own D] Service, if you
need music for your
events. You can reach
him at 313-949-1518,
or by email at jimja-
cek@gmail.com.

Over 35 Years

Top Shelf
Liquor
Hosts
Kendall
Jenner

From: Jim Jacek
Kendall Jenner was
at Top Shelf in Allen
Park promoting her
818 Tequila. Fans were

on hand to meet and
greet her, and had a
chance to be in a photo
with her.

UALITY IS OUR SPEGIALTY

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER

In Business

Residential &
Commercial

7134-283-3200 www.aspest.com

Animal Removal - Spiders - Bed Bugs - Hornets & Bees

Allen Park Guardian

October 20, 2023
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Dunleavy’s AOH Golf Outing 2023

continued from page 1 On Saturday Sep- Golf Outing at Inkster the event that benefits
By Charla Hamilton  tember 23, Dunleavy’s Valley. Around 160 Father Kohler’s Kids
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com  held their annual AOH  golfers participated in with Cancer charity
organization. $15,000
was raised for the
charity and the outing
was a huge success. A
wonderful time was
had by all at the outing
and everyone enjoyed
the beautiful day.

Dunleavy's Reveals
New Sign!

Pat Dunleavy presenting a check from the Dunleavy's AOH

Re-Elect

Gail MclLeod
for Allen Park Mayor

VOTE ABSENTEE OR AT THE
POLLS ON NOVEMBER 7

Facebook-Gail McLeod, Mayor
or Contact Gail at
electgmcleod@gmail.com

¢ Allen Park Mayor, 2019 to Present

e Allen Park Mayor Pro Tem, 2015-2019

¢ Downriver Utility Wastewater Authority representing 13
Downriver Communities, Chair - January, 2020 to Present

¢ Allen Park Emergency Manager‘s Advisory Committee,
Co-Chair - 2013-2014

¢ Founding member of the Allen Park Citizens Civic Fund
(APCCF) a non-profit helping the City

e APCCF Board Director and Secretary since 2015

¢ Bachelor’s Degree, Business Administration-Personnel
University of Detroit

¢ Corporate Personnel Manager

¢ Human Resources Consultant

“Over the past 4 years, we have improved our infrastructure and
services and | want to ensure that we continue on that path.”

Allen Park Guardian October 20, 2023 Page 7



14594 EUREKA RD
SOUTHGATE
(734) 282-7722

KARAOKE

WED & THURS.
9PM TO CLOSE

TUESDAY 7PM-9PM

IS B\CXE 'NEVER A COVER

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 9AM TO 2AM
SUNDAY NOON TO 2AM

Allen Park Guardian

SCHEDULE AN ESTIMATE
FOR PLASTER REPAIR TO RECEIVE
SPECIAL OFFER

Call To Schedule A

FREE ESTIMATE EJER.T:TiR: [y,

Residential & Commercial
MikeThePainter137@gmail.com ﬁ @Mike The Painter

October 20, 2023
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Made in Michigan

estival 2023

From: Jim Jacek

The Allen Park
Downtown Develop-
ment Authority held
their Made In Mich-
igan Festival on Sep-
tember 22 and 23 on
Allen Road. The festi-
val had vendors, food
trucks, live entertain-
ment, and a chance to
support the Allen Park
businesses.

Fall Fest held

at Inter-City
Baptist

From: Jim Jacek

Inter-City ~ Baptist
Church in Allen Park
held a Fall Fest on Oc-
tober 4, 2023 on their
church property at 4700
Allen Road in Allen
Park. Activities includ-
ed a hay maze, a hay
ride, fowling (throwing
a football at bowling
pins), wall climbing, tri-
cycle riding, face paint-
ing, and lots of donuts
and cider.

Meet the Candidates

From: Jim Jacek

On October 11,
2023, The Allen Park
High School Class of

2024 held a meet the
candidates night at the
school. This gave the
public the opportunity

Allen Park Guardian

to see what each candi-
date has to offer. Now
that you know a little bit
more about them, re-

member to vote on No-
vember 7. Here are the
candidates that partici-
pated at the high school.

October 20, 2023
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14594 EUREKA RD
SOUTHGATE
(734) 282-7722

SHOWING
ALL UFC FIGHTS

KARAOKE

WED & THURS.

9PM TO
CLOSE

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1926

WE OFFER LIGHT AND HEAVY DUTY TOWING SERVICE

« HAZMAT CERTIFIED
* LOCKOUTS, TIRE CHANGES AND JUMPSTARTS
* LANDOLL AND LOWBOY SERVICES!

e e

* WE TOW FOR THREE DIFFERENT MUNICIPALITIES
IN THE AREA

* LIFELONG ALLEN PARK RESIDENCE

- CABRINI GRADUATES

* ALLEN PARK, SPORTS SPONSOR!

24 HOUR TOW TRUCK SERVICE

WE VOLUNTEER FOR TOUCH A TRUCK
IN THE COMMUNITY YEARLY

(313) 382-2727

PERFECTION & PROFESSIONALISM IS JUST A CALL AWAY

D Pase 10

Allen Park Guardian October 20, 2023
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> ZFALL SAL

STOP IN OUR
WAREHOUSE!

Your Complete Flooring Source

4

OPEN FROM
8 AMTILL 6 PM
MONDAY THROUGH
SATURDAY!

44 YEARS
IN BUSINESS

FAMILY!

WHOLESALE

PRICES!

LT\ e[\ el DISCOUNTS

 REMNANTS

$100
OFF

ALREADY MARKED
DOWN PRICES!
HURRY IN FOR

BEST SELECTION!

Expires 10/31/23

SENIOR &
MILITARY

15490 Racho ¢ Taylor ¢ 734.374.2554

M c&/y/ﬁfzfyf

FOOTBA

THURSDAY

STARTS AT 7PM [STARTS AT 7PM
FRIDAY

FISH
FRY

SATURDAYS

WEDNESDAY

DJ

FRIDAY
AND
SATURDAY
NIGHTS

BEER & SHOT SPECIALS,
PRIZES
DURING THE GAME

| |GRUBHUB Now pELIVERING

4210 ForT STREET * LINCOLN PARK * (313) 382-5400

OPEN EVERYDAY 11-2AM

Allen Park State of the City

From: Gail McLeod
PURPOSE
.., since we have
seen an influx of new
residents, I am going to
give a brief summary
of where we were, what

we've achieved, and
where we are headed.
HISTORY

In the fall of 2012,
Allen Park was in finan-
cial trouble. A down-
turn in the economy,
decisions made without
consideration of bud-
getary restraints, and an
ill-advised buy-in into
a highly touted project
placed us under State
supervision.  Unfortu-
nately, staffing was re-
duced in many depart-
ments and everyone’s
wages were cut. For the
next 4-1/2 years, deci-
sions were made for us
or had to be approved
by the State. On January
27, 2017, we were final-
ly deemed fit to conduct
business as a City. There
were a lot of hard les-
sons learned from this
experience.

FINANCE

In November of
2005, the City had a
bond rating of A with
a stable outlook,. .... In
2015, our bond rating
hit a low of CCC+, im-
pacting our ability to
borrow at reasonable
rates.

Other factors which
had, and still have, a
negative impact on all
of us is the decline in
revenue received from
property taxes and a

change in State revenue
sharing.

In 2008, the taxable
value of our proper-
ty was $1,037,125,624.
In 2023, the taxable
value of our property
is $939,280,114. ... a
steady decline in tax-
able value starting in
2008; and in 2016, our
taxable value hit a low
of $720,219,319. An
article in the second
quarter Allen Park To-
day magazine gives an
overview about what we
collect in property taxes
and what we get to keep.

As of June 30, 2008
we had total revenue
of over $23,000,000
and expenses of over
$22,000,000 leaving us
with general funds of
over $1,600,000. As of
June 30, 2022, our to-
tal revenue was over
$24,000,000 and ex-
penditures were over
$23,800,000 leaving us
with general funds of
$317,529, more than
$1,295,000 less than 14
years ago. Despite ris-
ing costs and the fact
that today's dollars do
not go as far as they
used to, our City has
managed to progress
and improve.

Allen Park is also
fortunate to be served
by excellent schools and
school districts.  Our
community is served by
the Allen Park, the Mel-
vindale/Northern Allen
Park, and the South-
gate School districts.
Cabrini and Inter-City
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Baptist round out the
educational institu-
tions which make Allen
Park attractive to many
homebuyers and, sub-
sequently, to businesses.
The newly opened Mel-
vindale High School on
the former Baker Col-
lege campus is a testa-
ment to the growth and
investment our schools
are making in our fu-
ture leaders.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Safety is very im-
portant to all who either
live or work in Allen
Park. Our police and
fire departments are
well-trained and high-
ly regarded and, most
importantly,  strongly
supported by our com-
munity. We continue to
strive to provide both
our police and fire per-
sonnel with the newest
technology and equip-
ment that will make
their jobs easier, keep
them safe, and position
them to provide the
highest level of service
to our residents and
businesses. Every fire-
fighter is required to be
a paramedic. And, even
though we face the same
staffing issues as every
community throughout
the United States, our
Police and Fire Chiefs
have continued to pur-
sue and explore creative
and innovative ways to
attract, hire, and train
individuals to fill open-
ings.

SUPPORTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Allen Park has 14
active Boards and Com-
missions.  As Mayor,
my key objective is
to ensure each Board
and Commission has a
strong, effective team.
I have recruited and
continue to personal-
ly court volunteers to
fill open positions and
develop a pool of can-
didates. ... we continue
to encourage residents
and businesses to con-
tribute to our growth
and development..... I
won't mention all the
roles and responsibili-
ties of these Boards and
Commissions... These
Boards and Commis-
sions provide valuable
services to the City.

CITY COUNCIL
AND MAYOR

Before I close, I
want to make everyone
aware of our job re-
quirements, which have
changed over time and
go beyond two Coun-
cil meetings a month.
There are four Council
Committees: Commu-
nity Affairs, Econom-
ic Development, Legal
Affairs, and Munici-
pal Complex. Of these,
Legal Affairs meets
monthly. Every council
member is assigned to
two of these commit-
tees. Members of Com-
munity Affairs and Eco-
nomic Development are
liaisons to City Boards
and Commissions and
should attend those
meetings, even though
their Council Commit-
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tee may not meet.
council member is a
voting member of the
Planning Commission
and one is a voting
member of the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

In addition, there
are other organizations'
meetings that I or others
attend, including meet-
ings of the Downriver
Community  Confer-
ence, Downriver Utility
Wastewater ~ Authority
and the Downtown De-
velopment Authority.

CLOSURE

While there are still
many challenges, I'm
proud of what we have
accomplished, working
as a team to make us a
better, more stable com-
munity.

This Council and
the preceding council
have worked hard to en-
sure that we are employ-
ing qualified individuals
to provide services to
our community while
equipping them with the
tools and technology to
provide those services,
all while being mindful
of the revenue at our
disposal. We continue
to review equipment
and resources every
budget year, updating
our five-year plan, and
planning ahead for ma-
jor and routine capital
improvements.

Allen Park has al-
ways been resilient.
With good manage-
ment and the ability to
make tough decisions,
we can continue to grow

and prosper by working
together. It takes team-
work to keep us on the
right path. Our team is
focused on the needs of
our community; realizes
our financial limitations
and is able to prioritize
spending for the benefit
of both our employees
and our community.
It is our responsibility
and the responsibility
of those who succeed
us to understand that, at
times, we may need to
make some difficult de-
cisions. It is easy to say
yes; it is often difficult
to say no, but we owe
it to our residents, our
employees, and our re-
tirees to make the right
decisions for the right
reasons.

As  Mayor and
Council we work to en-
sure Allen Park remains
financially stable. We
are mindful, however,
that this could change.
It would not take much
to find ourselves in fi-
nancial distress if we
do not continue to be
fiscally responsible and
live within our means.
We have a balanced
budget with appropriate
reserves. Our current
bond rating is A+ - the
highest it has ever been.

Moving  forward,
we will continue to do
everything possible to
make Allen Park a place
where people want to
live, work, and play by
providing services for
the changing needs of
the community. With
your help and support,
we can do just that.
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Proudly Endorsed by:

CHECK OUT DUNLEAVY'S
NEW APPAREL AND RTIC CUPS
AND DAILY SPECIALS!!

NEW, =

PRODUCT:

DUNLEAVY'S

SNAPBACK

CAPS 25

Ask About Our Soup Of The Day
Chili Now Available!

Allen Park Guardian October 20, 2023 _ Page 12




